
7e've got at least one Alabama location where the snakes
are pretty well re-established — breeding and whatnot,"
Speake said. "It's a little premature to talk success at this
point, though."

When monitoring the snakes' progress, Speake employs a
camera-tube with a video monitor to scan the floors of gopher
tortoise burrows. It was during one of these monitoring
sessions that Speake and a graduate student became the first
herpetologists ever to discover an indigo snake nest in the
wild. The work is done in the winter when the snakes are like-
ly to be burrowing.

Temperatures in the burrows are consistently in the 50s,
despite outside conditions, Speake said.

The labor is not without its lighter moments.
"We were out with a camera tube one day, and a guy named

Gene Carver was feeding the tube down into the burrow, and
he was seated. Two times diamondback rattlesnakes came
boiling out of the burrows, and Jumpin' Gene would leap into
the air, from a sitting position," Speake recalled. "We still
don't know how he managed it."

Speake kept a variety of snakes as a young boy growing up
in Decatur. As a result of "a bunch of scared old ladies, an
ordinance was passed that made it illegal to keep snakes

(See SPEAKE, page 7)
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is being studied. Preliminary research is being conducted on
the black pine snake as well, another harmless, beneficialsnake, Speake said.
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