
OF SUSTAINED-HELD CROPPING OF ST.
s RACCOON



Predation by raccoons on nests of sea turtles on St. Vincent

Island beaches has long been noted. This destruction probably pi

turtle population. In addition, the high raccoon concentration cj|

the island represents an economic asset that could be utilized without

refuge. Perhaps ultimately a reduction of the current level of

an epxsootic disease.

Harvesting the fur crop on a sustained yield basis is an ace

procedure on many other refuges and could be made a part of the S

jopulatioi

epted



=fi
=

O
 

«-
»

"N
^

O
0
 

f
i

O

rH
-M

-P

bD
 

O
$5

 
O

.H h
 

b
«H

» 
H

-P
 

S3
•H

 
O

-P
 

H

H
 

f
i

-H fe
 

-P
-P

H]
 

4
^

-P H

•*~
1 

^H



TrtXII

@ ?<

conducted by one of the trappers, Maurice Naggiar, under the atu



Fastening the trap to a drag or solid anchoring where the animal

was not able to climb above ground level helped minimize trap in

Sunning traps daily and as early in the day as possible also

minimize trap injury. Some brands of traps are equipped with

jawa and this feature also helps to minimize skin abrasion

rounded

injuries

Snares are less adaptable to various set site situation but

where useable are a practical device for taking raccoons. Almost

1 Q i"ViAJL.O lylio

d.

where the snared animal is able to climb

dead, in the snare. It appears on the basis of

as well as elsewhere that the snare may be a

Body grip traps such as the Conibear* are effective in raccoon

drawback is the fact that a non-target animal taken in a bodygr

almost always killed, precluding the opportunity to release the

animal as would be the case with the foothold trap or snare. Tw(̂

otter were taken in Gonlbears during the course of the program;

were dead in the trap.

Live traps proved to be less effective per unit of effort â id

•= are si

able alter

fori

enough to allow their escape. The more ruggedly-constructed Hav-A-Hart

previous experience, wo\JJd make a more

le bulk of live traps makes their transport nior*

y



Coupled with the cost, extensi\e use of such traps would be deemed

1
"humane11 than taking one in a foothold trap by a conscientious trapper wh

It is believed the experience of the trapping crew established

economic value of the raccoon resource of St.

howeve* I;

ti

how much of an annual harvest could the island population withstand

tt aoarl •'

provide a reasonable basis for establishing a suitable harvest 1

November or December followed by a ten day fur harvesting effort

In late December-early January as in early 1983 should proveide

than a "ballpark1' figure for setting a reasonable raccoon harves

better

A "Lincoln index" type of calculation could be readily obtained

and would provide at least a reasonable estimate of the total population.

number tagged coons retrapped

total number of coons trapped

10 tagged coons retrapped

unknown total population (X)

JSfi . 10, or 10X^10,000 or X^

cooss trapped

,000(calculated total population)





Bait and Lure

Fresh Fish

Species not specified 6

w/ Cobby's Bobcat 2

w/ fig 1

w/Helfrich Meateater 1

Flounder

w/ anise oil 1

w/fig 1

Spanish Mackerel 4

w/ anise oil 6

w/Cobbyfs Coon 4

w/fig 6

Ladyfish 1

w/Rickards Coon 45 4

w/ fig 2

w/Cobby's Coon 2

Bream

w/Cobbyfs Coon 4

w/anise oil 1

Canned Fish

Mackerel

w/ Cobby!s Coon & Fox 1

w/ Helfrich Coon 400 1

-



Sucker

w/Cobby's Coon

w/Helfrich Meateater

w/f ig

Sardine Mix

w/Formula A

Fish Oil

16

1

3

3

3

18

4

Shrimp

w/Cobby * s Coon

w/fish oil,Helf.Meateater 1

Crab

- w/Formula A 1

Prepared Bait

Castor & honey

Fig

w/Milligan's Big Time
*
Cox Coon Bait

W/Cobby's Gray Fox

Olmstead's Coon Bait

w/fig

Persimmon

Scent

Cobby's Coon(w/egg shell)

Helfrich Coon 400

Other Bait

Chicken necks w/fig

2

21

2

15

3

2

2

1

1

1



Baited Trail

220

Helfrich Mink & Coon

castor & honey

Rickards Coon 45

Helfrich Meateater

Snare

Cobby's Coon

No bait or scent

220

snare

4

2

1

5

6


