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National Elk Refuge NWR 
 

Teton County Weed and Pest District Contract  
 

Accomplishments 
 

Project Total Survey Acres1 Project Survey Acres Infested2 Project Acres Treated3 
4,093.68 ~ 100+ 

1 Area covered during the course of weed management activities regardless of presence or absence of 
target weed species as measured by perimeter in GIS. 

2 Area occupied by weed species within the survey area that does not contain the space between 
individuals or populations (i.e. net infestation size) as measured by GPS feature for monitoring and 
treatment combined, but areas in common not additive. 

3 The area or subset of infested area that has received some form of treatment as measured by GPS 
feature. 

 
Highlights 
 
Coordination and Cooperation 

 Mountain-Prairie Region Invasive Species Coordinator Lindy Garner coordinated with Erika 
Edmiston of Teton County Weed and Pest District (TWCP) to develop a cooperative agreement 
for early detection and rapid response work on the National Elk Refuge. 

o Through this coordination a $28,000 cooperative agreement contract was developed for 
invasive species management at the refuge.  Of this amount, ISST contributed $13,000 
and the refuge contributed $15,000. 

o Money from this agreement primarily covered costs of the spray crews. 
 TWCP staff coordinated directly with personnel from the National Elk Refuge for treatment 

priorities, transportation and equipment needs.  The county also provided additional crews, 
equipment and support needed for large scale projects. 

o The field season extended from May through September and upon completion the 2013 
Noxious Weed Performance Report was prepared (Appendix A). 

 ISST also contributed $10, 000 toward a Challenge Cost Share Agreement with Jackson Hole 
Trout Unlimited for mapping and removal of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinaceae). 

o This project is located on the refuge in Flat Creek where stream restoration efforts are in 
place to improve fish habitat for cutthroat trout. 

Prevention and Education 
 Providing support through funding, partnerships and agreements helps to facilitate treatment, 

education and curb the spread to weeds across the landscape. 
 
Early Detection and Rapid Response 

 Early detection and rapid response treatment of weeds is critical to keep large tracts of land free of 
invasive and noxious species that degrade wildlife habitat. 

 
Inventory and Monitoring 

 GPS tracklogs were collected by TWCP crews to map areas covered during the field season.  The 
tracklog shapefile were provided to ISST at the end of the field season and were used to calculate 
the estimated survey area acres. 

o The spray crews surveyed approximately 4,093.68 acres during the 2013 season. 
 
Management 

 Based on the Performance Report (Appendix A), the refuge goals and objectives for weed 
treatments in 2013 were met through a combination of regular program funds, grants and spray 
days. 

 Project leaders estimate crews completed over 100 acres of treatment this season. 



Page 2 of 4 

 
Proposed 2014 Schedule  

 Agreements and partnerships should continue to play a significant role in weed management on 
the refuge. 
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Appendix A 
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