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DEPARTMENT OFThE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened WIldlife
and Plants; Notice of Findings on
Petitions To List the Oklahoma
Salamander, Eleven New Mexico
Mollusks, and Four Puerto Rican
Waterbirds.

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of findingson petitions.

SUMMARY: TheServiceannouncesfour
12-monthpetitionfindingsfor petitions
to amendtheLists ofEndangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.For
petitions to list the Oklahoma
salamander,tenNewMexico mollusks,
thewhite-cheekedpintail in PuertoRico,
andthreeotherwaterbirdsin Puerto
Rico theactionsrequestedhavebeen
determinedto bewarrantedbut
precludedby otheractionsto amendthe
lists. FortheNewMexico ramshorn
snail (Pecosorbiskansasensis)listing
hasbeendeterminedto be not
warrantedon thebasisof arecently
completedstatussurvey.
DATES: Thefindings reportedin this
noticeweremadeduringtheperiodfrom
November1987 to May 1988. Comments
andinformationmaybe submitteduntil
furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information, comments,or
questionsregardingthepetitionfindings
for theOklahomasalamanderandthe
NewMexico mollusksmaybe submitted
to theEndangeredSpeciesDivision,U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,P.O.Box 1306,
Albuquerque,NewMexico 87103
(telephone505/766—3972,FL’S 474—3972).
Information, comments,or questions
regardingthepetitionfindings for the
PuertoRicanwaterbirdsmay be
submittedto the CaribbeanField Office,
P.O.Box 491, Boquerón,PuertoRico
00622(telephone809/851—7297).The
petitions,findings, supportingdata,and
commentsare availablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theaddresses
listedabove.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. SteveChambersat theAlbuquerque
RegionalOffice or Hilda Diaz-Solteroat
theCaribbeanField Office (telephone
numbersarelistedaboveunder
“ADDRESSES”).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4(b)(3)(B)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of1973, asamendedin 1982
(16U.S.C.1531 et seq.),requiresthat, for

anypetitionto revisetheLists of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlantsthatcontainssubstantial
scientificorcommercialinformation, the
U.S. FishandWildlife Service(Service)
shouldmakeafinding within 12 months
of thedateof receiptof the petition on
whetherthepetitionedactionis (a)not
warranted,(b) warranted,or(c)
warranted,butprecludedfrom
immediateproposalby otherpending
proposals.Section4(b)(3)(C)requires
thatpetitions for which theaction
requestedis foundto be“warrantedbut
precludedby otheractionsto amendthe
lists” shouldbe treatedasthough
resubmittedon thedateof suchfinding,
i.e. requiringasubsequentfinding to be
madewithin 12 months.Such12-month
findingsareto be publishedpromptly in
theFederalRegister.

A petition fromMr. Tom R. Johnson
representingtheMissouri Departmentof
ConservationwasdatedMarch10, 1986,
andreceivedby theServiceonMarch
19, 1986. It requestedtheServiceto list
the Oklahomasalamander,Eurycea
tynerensis,asathreatenedspecies.
Statusreviewfor theOklahoma
salamanderhadalreadybeeninitiated
by anoticeof reviewpublished
September18, 1985 (50FR 37958).The
petition citeda statussurveyconducted
in Missouri,andprovidedsome
additionalobservationsabout
distributionandstatusin Arkansasand
Oklahomain supportof theaction
requested.A 90-daydeterminationthat
theactionrequestedmaybewarranted
wasreportedin theFederalRegisterfor
January21, 1987(52FR 2240).A 12-
month finding that theactionwas
consideredwarrantedbut precludedby
otherlisting activity wasmadein 1987
andreportedin theFederalRegisterfor
July 7, 1988 (53 FR 25511).

Theinformationavailableconcerning
theOklahomasalamanderwas
reviewedagainby the Servicein March
1988. Onthebasisof thebestscientific
andcommercialinformationpresently
available,the Servicehasdetermined
that theactionrequestedby this
petitioneris warrantedbut precludedby
otheractionsto amendthelists.Surveys
by theArkansasHeritageProgramhave
failedto revealtheoccurrenceof the
salamanderfrom at leasttwo sites
whereit formerly occurredin Arkansas.
Uncertaintiesremainin thedatafrom
Oklahoma.A studyprojectedfor
completionin late1988 is being
conductedin Oklahomato examinethe
statusandhabitatneedsof this
salamander.Listing priority for this
speciesremainslow becauseof the
existenceof manyhigherpriority
species.
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A petitiondatedNovember20, 1985.
from Mr. HaroldF. Olson,Directorof
theNewMexicoDepartmentof Game
andFish,wasreceivedby theService
on November22, 1985.It requestedthe
Serviceto addthefollowing eleventaxa
of NewMexico mollusksto the List of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife:
(1) Socorrospringsnail (Fontelicelia

neomexicona)
(2) Chupaderaspringsnail ~FonteIiceJIa

sp.)
(3) Roswellspringsnail [Fontelicella

sp.)
(4) Alamosaspringsnail Tryoniasp.)
(5) PecosassimineasnailAssimineasp.)
(6) Gila springsnail (Fontelicellasp.)
(7) NewMexico hot springsnail

(Fontelicellasp.)
(8) Pecosspringsnail [Fontelicellasp.)
(9) Koster’s springsnail Tryoniasp.)
(10)NewMexico Ramshornsnail

Pecosorbiskansasensis)
(11) SangredeCristo pea-clam

(Pesidiumsp.)
The Servicedeterminedthat the

petition presentedsubstantial
informationthat the requestedaction
may be warranted,andreportedthe90-
day finding in theFederalRegisterfor
August 20, 1986 (51 FR 29671).That
publicationinitiated formalstatus
review for the lastsix specieslisted
above,the first five havingbeen
subjectsof theService’searlier
comprehensiveinvertebratenoticeof
reviewon May 22, 1984 (49FR 21664).A
12-monthfinding concludedthat the
actionrequestedwaswarrantedbut
precluded,andwasreportedin the
FederalRegisteron July 1. 1987 (52 FR
24485)

The Servicehascontinuedto review
thestatusof thesespeciesandnew
informationhasbecomeavailable.The
actionrequestedby this petitionernow
appearsto be warrantedfor all of the
speciesexceptone,but precludedby
workon otherspecieshavinghigher
priority for listing. Theexceptionis the
NewMexico ramshornsnail (Pecosorbis
Aansasensis),shownin arecently
completedstatussurveyto bemore
abundantthanoriginally believed.The
actionrequestedby this petitionerin
respectto theNewMexico ramshorn
snail hasbeendeterminedto benot
warranted.Accordingto thebest
scientificinformationavailable,the
actionrequestedby this petitionerhas
beendeterminedto bewarrantedfor the
othertenof thespeciesmentionedbut
precludedby work on specieshaving
higherpriority for listing.

The third petitionwascontainedin a
memorandumfrom therefugestaffof
CaribbeanIslandsNationalWildlife
Refuge.It wasdatedNovember21, 1985,

andwasacceptedfor cons.iderationon
November22, 1985.It requestedthatthe
PuertoRicanpopulationof thewhite-
cheekedpintail, Anas bahamensis,be
addedto theList of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife. Thepetition
containeddocumentationof aserious
island-widedeclinein this speciesin
PuertoRico sincethe1950’s,from a
formerconditiánof beingoneof the
mostabundantwaterfowl there.Habitat
lossesandillegal takingweresuggested
ascausesfor thedecline.TheService
foundat 90 daysthatthepetition
presentedsubstantialinformationthat
therequestedactionmay bewarranted.
andthefinding wasreportedin the
FederalRegisterfor August20, 1986(51
FR 29671).Thatpublicationalso
initiatedformal statusreviewfor the
white-cheekedpintail. A 12-month
finding for this speciesdeterminedthat
theactionrequestedwaswarrantedbut
precluded,andwasreportedin the
FederalRegisteron July1, 1987 (52FR
24485).

Reviewof theavailableevidenceby
Servicebiologists continuesto indicate
that listingof this speciesis warranted,
but precludedby work on species
having higherpriority for listing. The
statusof this duckis generally
comparableto thatof thethreeother
waterfowl speciesnow underpetition
for Federallisting from thePuertoRican
Departmentof NaturalResources(see
nextpetitionfinding below).Theaction
requestedby this petitionfor thewhite-
cheekedpintail hasbeendeterminedto
bewarrantedaccordingto thebest
informationavailable,but precludedby
work on otherspecieshavinghigher
priority for listing.

In afourthpetition, datedDecember
27, 1984, andreceivedJanuary3, 1985,
the Servicewasrequestedby the
Departmentof NaturalResourcesof the
Commonwealthof PuertoRico to list the
PuertoRicanpopulationsof the
following threespeciesof waterbirds:
Caribbeancoot,Fulica caribea
Ruddyduck, Oxyurajarnaicensis
WestIndianwhistling duck,

Dendrocygnaarborea.
All threeof the abovewaterbird

specieshavedeclinedsignificantly in
PuertoRico, but informationon their
statusthroughouttherestof their
respectiverangesandtherelationships
betweenvariousislandstocksis still
sketchy.An administrativefinding that
theactionrequestedmay bewarranted
wasannouncedin aFederalRegister
noticepublishedon July5, 1985 (50FR
27637).Subsequent12-monthfindings
thattherequestedactionwaswarranted
but precludedby work on otherspecies
havinghigherpriority for listing were

reportedin theFederalRegisterfor
August20, 1986 (51 FR 29671)andfor
July1, 1987 (52FR 24485).Theaction
requestedby this petitionfor thethree
PuertoRicanwaterbird specieswas
againdeterminedto bewarranted
accordingto thebestinformation
available,but precludedby work on
otherspecieshavinghigherpriority for
listing.

Section4(b)(3)(B)(iii) of theAct states
thatpetitionedactionsmay befoundto
bewarrantedbut precludedby other
listingactionswhenit is also foundthat
the Serviceis makingexpeditious
progressin revisingthelists.
Expeditiousprogressis beingmadein
listingendangeredandthreatened
species,andis reportedannuallyin the
FederalRegister.Themostrecent
progressreportwaspublishedon July 7.
1988 (53 FR 25511).TheServicealso
wishesto mentionarecentpetition
finding of “warranted” for apetitionto
list five Texascaveinvertebratespecies.
DatedFebruary8, 1985. andreceived
February12, 1985, thepetitionwasfrom
Mr. PatrickHartiganon behalfof Travis
AudubonSociety.Twelve-month
findingsof warrantedbut precludedby
otherlisting activities wereannounced
in theFederalRegisterof August20,
1986 (51 FR 29671)andJuly 1, 1987 (52
FR 24485).Thewarrantedfinding was
incorporatedin aproposedrule to list
thespeciesapprovedMarch25, 1988.
andpublishedApril 19, 1988 (53FR
12787).

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Dr.
GeorgeDrewry, Division of Endangered
SpeciesandHabitatConservation,U.S.
Fish andWildlife Service,Washington,
DC 20240 (703/235—1975orFl’S 235—
197b).

Authority

The authorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesActof 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C.1531 etseq.:Pub.L.
93—205,87 Stat. 884; Pub. L. 94—359,90
Stat.911; Pub. L. 95—632,92 Stat. 3751;
Pub. L. 96-459,93 Stat. 1225;Pub. L 97—
304, 96 Stat.1411);Pub. L 99—625,100
Stat.3500 (1986), unlessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marine mammals.Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:September26, 1968.
SusanRecce,
AssistantSecretaryforFish andWildlifeand
Parks.
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