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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Background

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Findings and
Commencement of Status Reviews for
Three Petitions to List Seven Species
as Threatened or Endangered

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petition findings.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)announces90-day
findingson pendingpetitionsto add
sevenspeciesto the Lists of Endangered
andThreatenedWildlife andPlants.
Threepetitions to list the sevenspecies
havebeenfoundto presentsubstantial
information indicatingthat the
requestedactionsmaybe warranted.
Throughissuanceof this notice, the
Serviceis commencingaformalreview
of the statusof thesespecies.
DATES: The findingsannouncedin this
noticeweremadeon March21, 1991,
andMay 16, 1991. Commentsand
materialsrelatedto thesepetition
findingsmaybe submittedto the
AssistantRegionalDirectorat the above
addressuntil further notice.
ADDRESSES: Data, information,
comments,or questionsconcerningthe
statusof thepetitionedspecies
describedbelow shouldbe submittedto
theAssistantRegionalDirector-Fishand
Wildlife Enhancement,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,EastsideFederal
Complex.911 NE. 11th Avenue,
Portland,Oregon97232—4181.The
petitions,findings, supportingdata, and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normal businesshoursat the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
LeslieProppat theaboveaddress(503—
231—6131 or FTS429—6131).

Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973, asamended(16
U.S.C. 1533) (Act), requiresthat the
Servicemakeafinding on whethera
petition to list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationindicatingthat
the petitionedactionmaybewarranted.
To the maximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to be madewithin 90 dayso’~
the receiptof thepetition, andthe
finding is to be publishedpromptly in
theFederalRegister.If the Servicefinds
that.apetition presentssubstantial
information indicating thata requested
actionmaybewarranted,then the
Serviceinitiates a statusreviewon that
species.

TheServiceannouncespositive 90-
dayfindings on threepetitions to list
sevenspeciesas endangeredor
threatened.The Servicehas,therefore,
initiatedstatusreviewson threeplants:
Baccharisvcnessae(Encinitas
baccharis),Downingiaconco/orssp.
brevior (CuyamacaLakedowningia),
andCorethrngynefioginifo/ic var.
linifo/la (Del Mar Mesasandaster);and
four fairy shrimps:Conservancyfairy
shrimp (Branchinectaconservatlo),
longhornfairy shrimp(Branchinecto
longiantenna),vernalpool fairy shrimp
(Branchinectalynch:), andCalifornia
linderiella (Linderiella occidentalis).
Section4(b)(3)(B)of theAct requiresthe
Serviceto makea finding as to whether
or not the petitionedactionsare
warranted,within 1 yearof thereceipt
of a petition that presentssubstantial
information.

TheServicehasdeterminedthat the
following petitionspresentsubstantial
informationthat the requestedactions
maybe warranted.OnNovember20,
1990, the Servicereceivedapetition
datedNovember19, 1990, and
supportinginformationdatedNovember
20, 1990, from Ms. RoxanneBittman of
Davis,California, to list four vernalpool
fairy shrimp as endangered.Thefour
speciesare: The Conservancyfairy
shrimp(Brancliineclaconservatio),
longhornfairy shrimp (Bronchinecta
longiantennciJ,vernal pool fairy shrimp
(B:’anchinectalynch,], andCalifornia
linderiella (Linderiella occidentalis).

The petitionstatedthat thefour
speciesof fairy shrimpmeritprotection
underthe Act becausetheanimalsare
in jeopardythroughouttheir California
rangesfrom urbandevelopment,
agricultural landconversion,andother
activities thatadverselyaffect their
vernalpool habitat.The Conservancy
fairy shrimpis known from three
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disjunctloca!ities Sevenpoolsin the
Vina Plamsnorthof Chicoin Tehama
County,threepoolson theJepsonPrairie
in SolanoCounty,andonepool near
HaystackMountainnortheastof Meited
in MercedCounty.The longhornfairy
shrimp is known from threedisjunct
localities:Fourpooisin theKellogg
CreekwatershednearByron in Contra
CostaCounty,onepoolat Altamont
Passin AlamedaCounty,and13 pools
aroundthewesternandnorthern
boundariesof SodaLakein SanLuis
Obispo County.

The vernalpool fairy shrimp is known
from 29 localities rangingfrom theVina
Plainsin TehamaCountysouththrough
theCentralValley andeasternmarginof
thecentralcoastrange.Disjunct
populationsareknown from the
mountaingrasslandsof northernSanta
BarbaraCountyandtheSantaRosa
PlateauandnearRanchoCalifornia in
RiversideCounty.The California
linderiella is knownfrom 39 localities in
the CentralValley from eastof RedBluff
in TehamaCounty to eastof Maderain
MaderaCountyandacrossthevalleyin
theSacramentoareato thecentraland
southcoastmountainsfromBoggs Lake
in Lake County southto Riverside
County.

Rapidurbanizationandagricultural
conversionof areascontainingvernal
pools posea significantthreatto the
four fairy shrimps.It hasbeenestimated
thatby 1970,90 percentof the historic
vernal pool habitat in theCentralValley
hadbeenlost andtherate of loss
continuesat anannualrate of 2 to 3
percent.At leastfour sites that
containedsuitablehabitat for thevernal
pool fairy shrimpandtheCalifornia
linderiella wereeliminatedby urban
developmentin SacramentoCounty
the late1980’s.Five sitesin this area
containinganumberof suitablepools
for thesetwo animalsarecurrently
beingdevelopedfor residentialuse.
Threeadditionalproposedprojects,if
developed,would affect a largeamount
of vernal pooi acreagein the
SacramentoValley. SodaLake is
inhabitedby the longhornfairy shrimp
andtheverndl pool fair shrimp.Most of
the known sitesfor thesetwo species
arelocatedin areassubdi’~idedand
partially developedfor sale.To date,
few suchsiteshavebeencleared,but
largescalehabitatloss is likely in the
foreseeablefuture.TheCalifornia
linderiella is recordedfrom vernalpools
in theLincoln areaof Plai.erCounty.A
numberof thesesiteswould be
adverselyaffectedby theconstruction
of theproposedStateHighway 65
lincoln by pass.The Stateof Californio

hasproposedto constructan‘expansãon
of StateHighway505 thatwould extend
from Vacavilleto Colinsville inSolano
County.This projectcoulddirectly and
indirectly impactvernal poolsin this
areainhabitedby theConservancyfairy
shrimp. In addition,this areais
undergoingrapidurbanizationwhich
would adverselyaffect the species.
Otherthreatsto thesespeciesinclude
off-roadvehicleuseandadverse
changesin thehydrologicalpatternsof
their vernalpool habitat.

On December14, 1990, theService
receivedapetitiondatedDecember5,
1990, fromDavid Hoganof the San
DiegoBiodiversityProject,to list 9
plants:Dud]eyabrevifoila (short-leaved
dudleya),Downingiaconcolorspp.
brevior(CuyamacaLakedowningia),
Baccharisvnnessae(Encinitas
baccharis)Brodiaeafilifolia (thread-
leavedBrodiaca),Nolina interrata
(Dehesabeargrass),Hernizonia
conjugens(Otaytarweed),Eryngium
aristulal.L,mvar. parishii SanDiego
coyotethistle), OrcuttiacallfQrnica
(CaliforniaOrcuttgrass),andPogogyne
nudiusculo(Loma Alta mint) as
endangeredspecies.OnJanuary7, 1991,
the Servicereceivedanotherpetition
from Mr. Hogan,datedDecember30,
1990, to list 3 additionalplants:
Corelhrogynefilaginifolia var. linifolici
(Del Mar Mesasandaster),
Machaeranthez-aosteroidesvar,
lagunensis(LagunaMountainsaster),
andAcanthominthailicifolia (SanDiego
thorn-mint)asendangeredspecies.Both
petitionsalsorequesteddesignationof
critical habitat.

Nine of theplantslistedabovewere
includedin theSmithsonianInstitutions
Report,whichwaspresentedto
Congresson January9, 1975, and
acceptedby the Serviceasa petition
underthe Act on July 1, 1975. The
Servicehasmadeannualfindings,
beginningin 1983, that thepetitioned
actionto list the abovenine taxais
warranted,but precludedby other
higherpriority listing actions.The
Servicethereforeregardspetitions to list
Brodiaeaf/I/folio, Dudleyabrev/folio,
Nolma jn!errcj to. HernizopIa conjugens.
Eryngiumaristulatumvar.parish/i,
Orcuttia colifornica, Pogogyne
nudiuscu/u, Muv/iuerunthru usteroijw,
var, lagunensis,andAconthol7Iint/?o

i/ic/folio assecondpetitions.The
Servicehasevaluatedthepetitioner’s
requestedactionfor the remainingthree
plant species.

Downingiaconsolerspp.brov/or,
Baccharisvanessae,andCoretbro~no
f/login/folio var.1/n/folio areall endemic
to thecoastalportion of SanDiego

County,California.Corethrogyne
filaginifo.lia var. Iiiiifolia Family
Asteraceae)is perennialherbwith
violet-rayedflowersandwhite woolly
leaves.Thisplant occursfrom thecity of
Encinitasto Del Mar. The plant is
restrictedto coastalmaritimechaparral.
whereit prefersoutcropsofopen,
erodedsandstonefacesorbluffs; it can
also recolonizedisturbedareas.The
petition statedthatSanDiegocoastal
maritime chaparralhasbeenreducedby
85 percentdueto development.Of the15
known historic populations.5 havebeen
extirpatedby development.The
remaining10 sites,which supporta total
of fewerthan1,500 plants,are
threatenedby pedestriantrampling.
habitat lossanddegradationdueto
railroadandhighwaymaintenance,and
potentialurbandevelopment.

Downing/aconco/orspp.bre~.jar
(Family Campanulaceae)is a small,
delicateplant with bluish/purple
flowers. The plant is endemicto
CuyamacaLakewhereit occursat 7
locations,totalling approximately600
plants,in the vernallymoist areas
surroundingthelake.The petition
providedinformation that historical
habitathasbeenlost dueto dammingof
the lake. Currentthreatsto this species,
asnotedin thepetition, includegrazing,
high-impactrecreationaluse,and
potentialdevelopmentof lakeside
homes.

Buccharisvanessae(Family
Asteraceae)is a broom-likeshrubwith
maleandfemaleflowers borneon
separateplants.It occursin coastal
mixed chaparralandsouthernmixed
chaparralwithin a 15-mileradiusof Del
Mar. Of 13 historic sites,9 remain.The
total numberof pldnts at the9 sitesis
approximately200.Two sites contain
single,maleplants,andcannotbe
consideredviable populations.The
petition statedthat the speciesis
threatenedby habitatloss attributedto
documentedandproposeddevelopment
andhighwayconstructionanddirect
lossof ~ndividunl plantsfrom cutting.

Basedon scientificandcommercial
informationcontainedin the above
petitions,referencedin the petitions,
andotherwiseavailableto theService
at ths time, the Servicehasdetermined
that thepetitions to list the Conservancy
fairy shrimp (Branchinectoconservatio).
longhornfairy shrimp (Branchinecta
longiantenna),vernalpool fairly shrimp
(BranchinectaIvnhi), California
linderiella (Undone/laoccidental/s).
Downing/aconcolorspp.brevior
(CuyamacaLuke (lowningia). Bacchanis
i ones.cap(Encinitasbaccharis).and
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Corethrogynefilciginifolia var. linifolia
(Del MarMesasandaster)present
substantial information that listing may
bewarrantedfor thesespecies.

Thesefindingsinitiatea statusreview
foreachof theabovespecies.The
Servicewould appreciateanyadditional
data,comments,andsuggestionsfrom
the public, other concerned
governmentalagencies,thescientific
community, industry, or any other
interestedparty concerningthestatusof
thesespecies.

Author

Thisnoticewaspreparedby Chris
Nagano(SacramentoField Station),
Lynn Oldt (LagunaNiguel Field Station),
andLesliePropp(PortlandRegional
Office).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and threatenedspecies,
Exports,Imports, Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Authority: 16 U.S.C.1361—1407; 16 U.S.C.
1531—1544;16 U.S.C.4201—4245;Pub.L. 99—
625, 100Stat.3500; unlessotherwisenoted.

Dated: August23, 1991.

BruceBlanchard,
ActingDirector, U.S.FishandWildlife
Service,
[FR Doc. 91—20837Filed8—29—91; 8:45am)
BILLING CODE 4310-55-M
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