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haveincreasedby 300percentover
normal.Asaconsequence.naturalhigh
spring flows rarely occurduring the
May—J’uly sturgeonspawningseason.In
addition,elimination of sidechannel
slough habitatin theKootenaiRiver
floodplaindueto diking to protect
agricultural landsfrom flooding is likely
a contributing factorto thesturgeon
decline.Theformerslackwaterareas
wereconsideredimportant rearingand
foraginghabitatfor earlyagesturgeon
andtheir prey(Partridge1983).

Thepetitionandsupporting
informationhavebeenreviewedby staff
of theBoise Field Office. The Service
finds that thepetitionpresents
substantialinformationindicating that
listing of theKootenaiRiverpopulation
of thewhitesturgeonmaybewarranted.
This decisionis basedon information
containedin thepetitionandscientific
andcommercialinformation otherwise
availableto the Serviceatthis time.

TheServicefirst initiated reviewof
this populationfor listing in 1991.The
Servicenow requestsadditionaldata.
information,comments,andsuggestions
from thepublic,otherconcerned
governmentalagencies,thescientific
community,industry,or anyother
interestedpartyconcerningthestatusof
this species.
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AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTiON: Noticeof petitionfinding.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa 90-day
finding for apetitionto amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.The petition failed to
presentsubstantialscientific or
commercialinformationindicating that
listing thebuff-broastedflycatcher
(Empidonaxfuivifrons)asan
endangeredspeciesmaybewarranted.
DATES: The finding announcedin this
noticewasmadeon April 8, 1993.The
Servicewill acceptinformationon the
statusof thebuff-breastedflycatcherat
any time.
ADDRESSES:Information, comments,or
questionsconcerningthebuff-breasted
flycatcherpetitionmaybe submittedto
theField Supervisor.ArizonaEcological
ServicesField Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,3616WestThomas
Road.Suite6,Phoenix,Arizona85019.
The petition, finding, supportingdata,
andcommentswill be availablefor
public inspection,by appointment.
duringnormal businesshoursat the
aboveaddress.
FOR FURThERINFORMATiON CONTACT: Sam
Spiller, Field Supervisorattheabove
address(telephone602/379—4720).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act) (16U.S.C.
1531 etseq.).requiresthattheService
makeafinding on whethera petition to
list, delist,or reclassifya species
presentssubstantialscientificor
commercialInformationto indicatethat
thepetitionedactionmaybewarranted.
To themaximumextentpractical.this
finding is to be madewithin 90 daysof
thereceiptof thepetition. andthe
finding is to be publishedpromptlyin
theFederal Register. If the finding is
positive, theSerwceis alsorequiredto
promptly commenceastatusreview of
thespecies.

OnJune2, 1992,Mr. Elmer
Richardsonsubmitteda letier to the
Service,requestingtheS5rviceto list
the buff-breastedflycatcher(Empidoncix
fulvifrons)asan endangeredspecies
(Richardson1992). OnJune12, 1992,
the Serviceinformedthepetitionerthat
his letterhadbeenacceptedasa
petition.

This finding is basedon various
documents,including publishedand
unpublishedstudies,andagency
documents.All documentson which
this finding is basedareon file in the
Fish andWildlife ServiceField Office in
Phoenix,Arizona.

A speciesthat is in dangerof
extinction throughoutall or a significant
portion of its rangemaybedeclaredan
endangeredspeciesundertheAct. A
speciesthat is likely to becomean
endangeredspecies(asdefinedabove)
within theforeseeablefuturethroughout
all or asignificantportion of its range
maybe declaredathreatenedspecies
undertheAct. Section3(15) of theAct
includesunderthe term species“ * *

anysubspeciesa * a andanydistinct
populationsegmentof anyspecies
* * • which interbreedswhenmature.”

Thebuff-breastedflycatcherranges
fromcentralArizonaandsouthwestern
NewMexico,souththroughMexico to
HondurasandEl Salvador.It occursin
open,montanepineor pine-oakforests,
generallyabove5,500 feet elevation.
This flycatcheralsooccursin montane
canyonripariangrovesof sycamoreand
otherdeciduoustreesat similar
elevations(Bailey 1928,Bent 1963.
Phillips et cii. 1964,Davis 1972,
PetersonandChalif 1973, American
Ornithologists’Union 1983).Thebuff-
breastedflycatcherappearsto prefer
relativelyopen forests,whereit forages
in thegrassyor herbaceousunderstory
(Bent1963, Hubbard1972,Phillips et
a). 1964).

Section4(a)(1)of theAct lists five
factorsto be consideredin determining
whethera speciesmaybe threatenedor
endangered.Thesefive factorsare:

1. The presentor threatened
destruction,modification, or
curtailmentof its habitator range.

2. Overutilization for commercial,
recreational,scientificor educational
purposes.

3. Diseaseor predation.
4. The inadequacyof existing

regulatorymechanisms.
5. Othernaturalor manmadefactors

affectingits continuedexistence.
Thepetitionerpresentedinformation

on the first of thesefactors,contending
thatextensivelossof habitathas
occurred,andthat remaininghabitat
continuesto facethreatsof destruction
andmodification. In supportof this
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contention,tho petitionerprovideda
singlereference,to theArizonaGame
andFishDepartment’s(AGFD) “List of
threatenednativewildlife in Arizona”
(AGFD 1988). Thatsourcemakesa
summarystatementthatpopulation
declineshaveoccurredin Arizona since
1920, possiblydueto changesin forest
standdensitiesandcontrol of forestfire.
Neitherthepetitionnor AGFD (1988)
presentedsubstantiatinginformation or
references.

Although thepetitionpresentedno
otherinformation to supporttheneedto
list, theServicereviewedother
informationnot presentedby the
petitioner.TheAGFD andNewMexico
Departmentof GameandFish(NMDGF)
considerthebuff-breastedflycatcheras
endangered(NMDGF 1979,AGFD
1988).Phillips etal. (1964)suggested
that,in Arizona,unspecified“ingenious
programsof misuse”havemodified
buff-breastedflycatcherhabitatby
eliminatinggrassygroundcoverin
montaneforests,andallowing
encroachmentby brushyjuniperand
youngtrees.TheAGFD (1988)also
suggestedthatcontrolof wildfire and
othermanipulationof forestshad
modifiedbuff-breastedflycatcher
habitat.However,someauthorsbelieve
thecausesof thedeclinearepoorly
understood.Theynotethat someareas
formerlyoccupiedby thebird remain
unchanged.but theseareasarenotnow
occupied(Phillips 1968,Hubbard1972,
NMDGF 1979),

Therangeandnumbersof thebuff-
breastedflycatchermayhavedeclined
in thesouthernportionsof Arizonaand
NewMexico (Phillips et ai. 1964,
Phillips 1968.Hubbard1972 and1978,
NMDGF 1979).However,themagnitude
of this declineis difficult to determine.
Severalauthorsbelievedthebird may
haveoncebeenlocally commonin the
UnitedStatesportionof its range
(Phillips et cii. 1964,Hubbard1978).
Othersdescribethis flycatcherasrare,
uncommonor little known in the
region, evenprior to thedeclines(Bailey
1928,Ligon 1961,Swarth1904 in Bent
1963).In 1991, thebuff-breasted
flycatcherwasrecordednearFlagstaff,
Arizona(Keller 1992),anarea
consideredtheextremenorthernlimit of
thebird’s range.

Informationon thestatusof the
flycatcherandits habitatin Mexicoand
CentralAmericawasnotpresentedby

thepetitioner.The specieshasbeen
consideredcommonin Mexico, long
afterdeclinesin theU.S.were noted
(Phillips etal. 1964,NMDGF 1979,
MonsonandPhillips 1981).Monroe
(1968)consideredthebuff-breasted
flycatchercommonin suitablehabitatin
Honduras.No informationhasbeen
foundon thestatusofthebuff-breasted
flycatcherIn Guatemalaor El Salvador.

After a review of thepetition,the
singlereferencecited,andother
availableinformationto theService,the
Serviceconcludesthe petitiondid not
presentsubstantialscientificor
commercialinformation indicatingthat
listing thebuff-breastedflycatcherasa
threatenedorendangeredspeciesmay
be warranted.Informationotherwise
availableto theServiceindicatesthat
thenumbersandrangeof thebuff-
breastedflycatcherhavedeclinedin
Arizona andNewMexico, probably
partly dueto modificationof habitat.
However,theseareasof declinedo not
constitutea significant portionof the
rangeof thespecies.The statusof the
buff-breastedflycatcherin the majority
of its rangeis eitherunknown(Central
America)orapparentlystable(Mexico).

Thisnoticeacknowledgesthat
declinesareknown in part of the
species’range,possiblydueto
modification of habitat.However,
sufficient informationis not availableto
supportlisting, andtheServiceis
seekingconclusivedataon biological
vulnerabilityandthreats.TheService
would appreciateanyadditionaldata,
information orcommentsfrom the
public,governmentagencies,the
scientific community,industry,or any
other interestedpartyconcerningthe
statusof thebuff-breastedflycatcher.
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