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constitutethereleaseof information for
purposesof theFreedomof Information
Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

(f) Thecontractingofficer shall attach
a coverpagebearingtheGOVERNMENT
NOTICEFOR HANDLING PROPOSALS,
as statedin FAR 15.413—2(e),to each
proposaluponreceipt.Thelastsentence
of thenoticeshall cite48 CFR 515.413—
2 as theimplementingregulation.

PART 552—[AMENDEDJ

5. Section552.203—74is addedto
readas follows:

552.203-74 R.trlctlon on Disciosursof
Intormatlon.

As prescribedin 503.104—10(d),insert
the following clause:
Restrictionon Disclosureof Infonnation
(XXX 1993)

(a) TheContractoragrees,in the
performanceof this contract,to keepall
informationcontainedin sourcedocuments
orothermediafurnishedby theGovernment
in thestrictestconfidence.The Contractor
alsoagreesnot to publishorotherwise
divulge suchinformationin wholeor in part,
in anymannerorform, nor to authorizeor
permitothersto tb so, taking such
reasonablemeasuresasarenecessaryto
restrictaccessto suchinformationwhile in
thecontractor’spossession,to those
employeesneedingsuchinformationto
performthework providedherein,i.e., on a
“needto know” basis.TheContractoragrees
to immediatelynotify, in writing, the
ContractingOfficer namedhereinin the
eventthat theContractordeterminesor has
reasonto suspecta breachof this
requirement.

fbi TheContractoragreesnot to disclose
any informationconcerningthework under
this contractto any personsor individual
unlessprior written approvalis obtained
from theContractingOfficer. TheContractor
agreesto insertthesubstanceof this cleuse
in anyconsultantagreementorsubcontract
hereunder.

(c) Any unauthorizeddisclosureof
informationmay resultin terminationof this
contractfor default
(Endof Clause)

Dated:March19, 1993.

Richard H. Hopf, III,
AssociateAdministratorfor Acquisition
Policy.
LFR Doc. 93—19192Filed8—10—93; 8:45ami
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR whetherthepetitionedactionis: (a) Not
warranted,(b) warranted,or (ci

Fish and Wildlife Service warrantedbut precludedfrom

50 CFR ~t I ‘~3ij’~~immediateproposalby otherpendingproposals.Such 12-monthfindingsare

Endangered andThreatened wildlife to bepublishedpromptly in theFederal
and Plants; Noticeof 1-Year Petition Register.In a petition datedJanuary15, 1992,Finding on the Western PondTurtle and receivedby theServiceon January

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service, 29, 1992, the Servicewasrequestedby
Interior. Mr. DanHollandandDrs. Mark
ACTION: Notice of petitionfinding. JenningsandMarcHayesto list the

- westernpond turtle (Clemmvs
SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fish andWildlife marmorata)asan endangeridor
Service(Service)announcesa finding threatenedspecies.Thepetition
on a petitionto list thewesternpond specifiedendangeredor threatened
turtle (Clemmysmarmorata)underthe statusin portionsof its range.The
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as petition citednumerousthreatsto this
amended(Act). Historically, thewestern taxa, including: (1) Lossand
pondturtleoccurredin awide variety degradationof wetlandand terrestrial
of wetlandhabitatswestof thecrestof habitat,(2) predationby introduced
theSierraNevadaor Cascadesmountain species,(3) overexploitation,(4) habitat
rangesfrom northernBaja California. fragmentation,(5) drought,and(6)
Mexico, to thePugetSoundin variousother factors.The Servicemade
Washington.Thewesternpondturtle an administrative90-dayfinding on
remainsin thevastmajority of its August 12, 1992,thatconcludedthatthe
historical range,althoughpopulations petitioncontainedsubstantial
maybe adverselyaffectedby a number informationindicating that the
of anthropogenicfactors(e.g.,various requestedactionmaybewarranted.An
waterprojects,grazing,vehiclerelated announcementof this finding was
mortality, indiscriminatevandalism), publishedin theFederalRegisteron
The Servicefinds thatthewesternpond October5, 1992(57 FR 45761).
turtle doesnot meeteither the definition Thewesternpondturtle inhab~tsfresh
ofan endangeredor a threatenedspecies orbrackish,permanentandintermittent
at thepresenttime, waterbodiesfrom sealevel to about
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this 6,000feet (Bury 1970,Holland 199Th,
documentwasmadeon August4, 1993. Holland 1992, Stebbins1966); the
Commentsfrom all interestedparties majority of individualsoccurbelow
will be accepteduntil furthernotice. 3,500 feet,with theupperelevational
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials limits lowering asthespeciesprogresses
concerningthis finding should besent northwardin its range.The pondturtle
theU.S. FishandWildlife Service,Field usesadjacentuplandsfor nesting.
Supervisor,SacramentoField Office, Hatchlingsandjuvenilesrequiremorespecializedhabitats(i.e., shallowwater2800CottageWay RoomE—1803, with abundcintemergentvegetation).
Sacramento,California 95825; or Field Thewesternpond turtle feedsprimarilySupervisor,PortlandField Office, 2600 on smallaquaticinvertebrates,but is
SE.98th Avenue,suite 100, Portland, omnivorousin its overall food habitsOregon97266;or Field Supervisor, (Holland1991b).
OlympiaFieldOffice, 3704 Griffin Lane Thewesternpond turtle includestwo
SE., suite102,Olympia,Washington describedsubspecies(Soeliger1945):
985012192. Thenorthwesternpondturtle (Clemmvs
FOR FURThERINFORMATION CONTACT: Jim marrnoratornarniorato),whichoccurs
Bartel,Chief, Division of Listing, U.S. from theSacramentoValley andcoastal
FishandWildlife Service,911 NE. 11th drainagesof Californianorthwardfrom
Avenue,Portland,Oregon97232—4181 theSanFranciscoBay areato the Puget
(503/231—6131). Soundareaof Washington;andthe

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: southwesternpondturtle [Clemmysin.
pallidc), which Is foundfrom the

Background MonteievBay e;-oasouthin thecoastal
Section4(b)(3)(B)of theEndangered region ti northwesternBajaCalifornia

SpeciesAct of 1973, as amended(16 Norte, Mexico, including theMojave
U.S.C. 1531et seq.),requiresthat for River. The southSanFranciscoBay area
anypetitionto revisetheLists of andtheSanJoaquinValley is described
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife by Seeflger(1945)asa zoneof
andPlantsthatcontainssubstantial intergradationbetweenthetwo
scientificandcommercialinformationa subspecies.
finding bemadewithin 12 monthsof Holland (1992).however,assertedin
thedateof receiptofthepetition on his dissertationthat Clemrnys
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znurrnorata(sensulato) is in actualitya
threespeciescomplexconsistingof C.
rriarmorata (sensustricto),whichhasa
rangethatapproximatesthat of C.
marmoratamarrnorataasdelimitedby
Seeliger(1945); Ciemmyspallida, which
Lasarangethatapproximatesthatof C.
inarmoratapallida as delimitedby
Seeliger(1945); aridClernmyssp.nov..
anewspeciesrestrictedto theColumbia
River. TnoughHolland(1992)notedthat
h~staxonomicconclusionscorrespond
well to that developedby Seeliger48
yearsago“using largelysubjective
evrJuauons,”someambiguityseemsto
remainregardingtheappropriate
assignmentof afew populationsin
centralCalifornia.Moreover,Bury and
Holland fin press)referredto Holland’s
species”as“evolutiongroups” or
~.jins” P.egardiess.the Service

continuesto recognizetwo subspecies
becauseHoiand’sdissertationis
unpublished.

Thewesternpondturtleoccurs
throughoutroughly90 percentof it.s
historical geographicrange(Holland
t991b.1993),westof thecrestof the
SierraNevadaor Cascademountain
rangesfrom Ba~aCalifornia.Mexico to
thePugetSoundin Washington.It has
beenextiroatedfrom a numberof areas,
or reducedto low numbersin some
localities.including thetypelocality in
PugetSound,manysitesin southern
California, andthesouthernSanJoaquin
Va~eyin centralCalifornia.

Se~eralfactorsmaynegativelyimpact
westernpond turtlepopulationsin
variousdegreesin certainportionsof
their range.Mast of theinformation
availableto theServiceon thesethreats
is anecdotal,andgenerallytheService
lacksconsistentinformation on the
~ang-terrneffectsoftheseactivitiesto
nond turtleson a rangewidebasis.For
example,wetlandhabitatshavebeen
andcontinueto bealtered;however.
westernpondturtlesoccurin altered
habitatssuchassewagetreatment
ponds,irrigation canals,reservoirs,and
stockponds.Diseasesubstantially
ruducedonepopulationin Washington.
but hasnot beenreportedin other
populations.Predationaffectsmost
populationsto somedegree;however.
the Servicelacksinformationon
whetherpredationis athreatsufficient
to warrantlisting asanendangeredor
threatenedspecies.Otherfactorssuchas
contaminantspills, grazing,off-road
vehicleusearealsohighly localizedand
donot threatenthespeciesthroughout
asignificantportion of its range.The

recentdroughthasreducedsometurtle
populations:however,on along-term
basisthis reductionlikely is not
significant.Thepetitionerseemed -

especiallyconcernedaboutalackof
recruitmentinto manypopulations;
however,thatconclusionhasbeen
challengedby otherexpertsin thefield
(e.g.,Bury 1993).

The speciesremainsthroughout90
percentof its historicalrange;Only low
to moderatethreatscanbe identified for
about60 percentof thespecies’range.
andmoderateto highthreatshavebeen
identifiedfor theremaining40 percent
of the species’range(Holland 1991b).
Holland identifiedmoderatethreatsfor
about50 percentof therangeof the
southwesternpondturtle. As such,the
overall extentof impactson thewestern
pondturtlehasnot beenadequate!y
demonstratedto representsignificant
threatsto thecontinuedexistenceof the
species.

In addition,at ieastafew ‘viable’
populationscontaining30 ormore
individualshavebeenfoundthroughout
mostoftherangeof theturtle (Holland
1991b,in Iitt. 1993). For example.south
of theSantaClaraRiver, over50 sites
remain,and6 containviable
populationswith 30 to 500 individuals.
In VenturaandSantaBarbara Counties,
25 or 30 viablepopulationsremain
(Sweetin Iitt. as citedby Holland ~n itt.
1993).Apnroximately 13 viable
populationsremainalongthecentral
coastof California.In theCentralValley
of California,atleast2 siteswith more
than 30 individuals remain.In thenorth
coastregionof California, little
informationis available;however.
turtlesremainwidespread.In the
Klamathdrainage,3,000 turtlesremain
at 1 site.Another sitealongtheTrinity
Rivercontains1,000 turtles.

Wolfer (ascitedby Holland 1992)
reportedapopulationthatcontainedat
least52 turtles alongtheRoguePJver
drainageofOregon.At ieast2 sitesin
theUmpquedrainagecontainedmore
than 30 turtles (Holland 1993).in
Oregon,Holland (Holland1992)
generallyfoundlow numbersof tunIcs.
For example,turtleswereseenat 5 of
~4sitesalongtheRogueRiverdrainage.
andthemaximumnumberof turtlesat
anysite was7 (Holland 1992).However.
thesurveyeffortdid not seemto have
beenasextensivefor this effort aswas
completedfor otherportionsof the
turtle’s range.In addition,Holland
(1992)doesnotindicateif a site
representsadiscreetpopulation.or a

point alongadrainage(that is
contiguouswith otherpopulations)for
theRogue,Umpqtta.or \Villamette
drainages.In Washington.thepond
turtleoccursalongtheColumbiaGorge
andin low mimbersin thePugetSound.
Thesenurrtherssuggestthatviable
populationsremainthroughoutmost of
therangeof thepondturtle, andthat.
absentevidenceof threatsto these
populations.thepondturtle is not in
dangerof extinction or likely to beconie
so in thenearfuture.

On thebasisof thebestavailable
scientificandcommercialinformation,
the Servicefinds that listing thewestern
pond turtle is not warrantedat tc~.’
presenttime becausethetaxon
presentlyis not in dangerof extinction
or likely to becomeso in the foreseeable
future.The Servicewill reclassifyor
maintainthetwo recognizedsubspecies
of thewesternpond turtleas category2
candidatesfor listing, andwill continue
to seekinformation on thestatusof the
pond turtle. Category2 candidatesare
thosefor which informationnow in the
possessionof theServiceindicatesthat
nrcposingto list asendangeredor
threatenedis possiblyappropriate,but
for whichconclusivedataon biological
vulnerabilityandthreatarenot
currentlyavailableto supportproposed
rules.If information becomesavailable
indicating that listing asendangeredor
threatenedis appropriate,theService
would proposeto list thewesternpond
turtle. Furthermore,theServiceretains
theoption of proposinga subspeciesor
vertebratepopulationsegmentshould
information becomeavailableindicating
thatsuchan actionis appropriateand
warrar.ted.

References

A completelist of referencesusedin
thepreparationof this finding is
availableuponrequestfrom the
SacramentoField Office (seeADDRESSES
section).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFRPart 17 -

Endanneredandthreatenedspecies.
Exports, Imports. Reportingand
recordkeepirigrequirements.and
Transportation.

Dated: August4, 1993

RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector, US. Fish andWildlife
Srr.’ice.
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