
.Tune 13 , 1988 

l'lr. Charlie R. Darling 
Fish Springs NWR 
P.O. Box 568 
Dugway, UT 84022 

Dear Charlie: 

r~ormon 11. Ho·1w-:rlo:1r, (:;cvernrn 
Dee C. HC1lsen. Ex.eculive Dirocfor 

V.'illiom h . Ccor, Oivi$ion D!roctc,r 

As you requested, th" following i.s an analysis of the Canada Goose 
bandin11, data fr.om Fish Springs NWR. The recovery informat i on for 
1987-88 is inc.omplet.e as we only have 1st. and 2nd quar.ter banding 
reports to wo1·k from. Typically, we rec:ei vi, a number of recdveries from 
the 3rd quarter report "hich we will rec .eive in July or August. I will 
update this analysis when we receive the additional i.nforrnation. 

Result.s 

A tota l of 258 birds in 1986 and 133 birds in 1987 wP.:re banded at FSNWR 
(Tables 1 and 2). In 1986, 25 yo,mg were banded while in 1987 there 
were no loc:als blm<led. The majority of the adults banded in 1986 (107) 
were f ailed or non-breeders as were all -0f the a(lul ts banded in 1987 
(27). The biggest age class from both years (126 in 1986; 106 in 1987) 
were non- breeding second Yt!ar bj r.cls. 

About 2-3% of t.he birds trapped at FSNWR had l,een 1>reviously banded at 
other locations (Table 3). 

As you can see from Table 2, about half of all recoveries of Fish 
Springs geen-~ ~ti:!':e fr-<i:rl hirtlc. killed off the area. This hpltls true for 
a ll age, groups. Surprisingly, only 1 recovery to date has come from out 
of state (generall y, about 40% of re cove ri"s of Utah banded geese come 
from out of state). 

in 1986-87 whl'<r1 there 
In 1987-88 to date it 
all birds banded in 

Th" direct recovery rate for Fish Springs geese 
was no hunting on your area was 1. 6% ( 4 of 2.58). 
is 8. 3% (11 of 133). The di r ec:t re(:Overy r at·e for 
Utah has averaged 6-1 0% sl nee the early 1980 • s. 

Di scussf on 

While some geese are prodttced f r om FSNWR, the greatest ut1H.zat.ion of 
t his area by Canada Geese is as a mol ting area for sub-adults and failed 
breeders and as a migra tion area. An examination of age c.ategories in 
ba111rt,rl birds f or the last two years pointed this out . 
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Floodlng has impacted goose use of Utah's his Lorie mo l ting areas, and 
we've seen some shifts in utilization. Au examination o f rctraps over 
the last two years indicated that f S!MR may serve t his function for 
geese b reeding in the west- central and southern -part of t he state, In 
addition, b i r ds from GSL marshes and from out of state are molting in 
the area. As a result, it is proh~l,l.e t.bat a fair propor t ion of tJ1 e 
geese banded on FSNWR ortgi.nat.ed elsewhere. 

Jn regard to the impact of the FSNWR htmt on your local birds, , t is a 
tough call with the data at hand. The dir ect recovery r "te is we l l 
within average values f or Utah where we feel harvest levels are 
acceptable . The hunt has, howev·er, i.mp,i cted your local populat :lon t o 
t he degree t hat FSNWR ha1·vest r, epresents probably half of the total 
harvest of FSNWR h irds. 

Whether or not the addition"l hunting pr.essure is large ewmgh to result 
in a decline in ),.011r breeding population, I cam1ot say. I would like to 
see t l,e hunt continue f or several y ear.s before we draw any conclusions. 
With the high use of FSNWR by l>i r<l1> trom. other areas I woul d expect some 
seeding of your local breedi.ng popt1latio11 by visiting geese i s 
occurring . This m,iy buffer the effects .of the hunt, 

I appreciate your interest in the bandin.g efforts and 
eff ort. t o update you as we receive more information. 
have any addi tional questions about the resul ts. 

Sincerely, 

1 ·-r...,,,A. C{§..R).2/.. 

Tom Aldrich 
Waterfowl Program Coordinator 

TA/sm 

will make an 
Let me know if you 



Table l, Recoveries From Canada Geese Banded at fish Springs NWR, 1986- 87 . 

Area of Recovery:_ 
YeHr Banded Age/ II llanded FSN\ml Utah o.o.s. Tot.al 

1976 L ·t 0 1 0 1 
SY ? 0 0 0 0 
ASY ? 0 0 0 0 

1981 L ? 0 0 0 0 
SY ? 0 0 0 0 
ASY 7 0 l? 0 1 

1986 L 25 0 0 0 0 
SY 126 0 12 13 l 
ASY 107 3 3 

lJ:'lo open goose season on FSNWR in 1986-87. 
2This bird was found dead .i.n September 1986 near Lund, Utah. 
3this bird was sh.1,t in Mexico in February 1987. 



Table 2. Recoveries From Canada Geese Banded at Fish Springs NWRl, 1987- 88. 

Are~ Qf Recovery 
Year Banded Age/// Banded F'S NWR Utah 0 . 0 .S. Tot.al 

1977 L ? 1 0 0 1 
SY ? 0 0 0 0 
ASY ? 0 0 0 0 

1981 L ? 0 0 0 0 
SY ·t 0 0 0 0 
ASY ? l? 0 0 J 

1986 L 25 l. 1 0 2 
SY 126 3 5 0 8 
ASY 107 2 2 0 4 

1987 L 0 0 0 0 0 
SY 106 6 3 0 9 
ASY 27 1. 1 0 2 

Total 86- 87 L 25 l. 1 0 2 
SY 232 9 8 0 17 
ASY 134 3 3 0 _6 _ 

lonly includes first and second quarter banding reports. 



Table 3. Arca of Origin of Canada Geese Recaptured at Fish Springs NWR. 

Total llirds No. of Rcca(ltures by A:rea O ri.i~inallv Banded 
Year Trapped FSNWR lit.ah Unknown Total 

1986 265 0 3 4 7 
1987 1,51 15 2 1 18 


