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terrnine .'\,rrutt; fishery r-esources exis.t in the Nome Ar:e~ n·I1,Q. ~icf+ .Rf ~hese coulti. . ' ., ' ... 

most feasibly b.e ·d:eveloped., ·The general arPa .. under consid.er~tion is the northern . ~ ~ . '' . . ' ' . . ' ' 

portion of 'Bering Sea. -and Norto.n Sound. The fisheriE1S .in this region are now 

only exploi tAd by lo<!'al peopl.e to· .supply_ .t;teeded. food, and n,o surplus i.s sought 

for export. 

Several· comm8-r-.cial f.isheriA.s have. beet+ prose.cu.~~d in former ypa:r:s, such as 

sal1Hng herring anct .. canning Dolly .V.ardPn ~r.out. During the one 'lf"IH in which ·. ' ':' ' ' . ~ ' . ; 

Bo1:ly,Varde>n.we:tP pagked,~~2,500 casE'S arti reported,.by local residPnts, to have 

bePn prl"pared. Records: arR .. available of .herring. bei,ng_ salted in Golovin :Ba.y from 
' .. · . ' ., ' . ,. 

dui".ing the-ir~ frf'ight·ing runs., .but. the. p:res,Prtt local.,fi?hing pffort is chiefl:r . ' . . . ,"• ..... ,. ..... . 

that' :somP .fi:shPry procl'\):C'ts.,. such :M: sm~,n, .\1\J;flnti tif:~ pf _s~1_te9-_}c~"~_!'l!ldic hPrring 

and. frozE>n At1tmtic Coast ·c.od, an:_ impor.,tf!.P. . .;Erom theBP distant locPlitiPs in to 

NomR "for · }()'CP.J.; •oo ns ump t.io,n. 

mining industry, but thR v!4.st ma,jori ty obtained their liv<'lihood by .hunting and 

fishing, and ilerived H llrnitect. CP.sh income by _sE>.~linP tvory. During thf'> W<"'.r 

in .Al11slnl. Con~<'('IUPntly,· their economic standard.'h~~ been raised, a.nd ffi8ny are 

renorted to hflve developed la, fi.eose .of responsibility t9 a . .job ancl desire to be . ' - . . ' ', ., 

gainfully employed. . Pe:rsons. in .the Nome. Area and natives of St. Lawrence and 
' < ~ t ' • • ' • : . . 

King Islands are fa'lliliB.r with the. sea anQ. might well be. trained CJS commercial 

fi'shermen. 



Transportation facilities to 1Tome are furniRhed b;r steamship ana_ by a.irlines. 

At present,· proper refrlger-;,;t~ih~ ~e~-u-iprn'ent for the pr~p~-r~t-ion~ s-torPge· ~mrl ship-

ping of frozen sel'!foods is inad.eaua.t_e or a.bsept, but these coulrt bA provided if a 

resource worthy of exploitation exists. Beca.use of the remotenAss of NomP from 

mar1~Pts, transport,ation __ co~t_s will, in all probability, be high, This factor must 

be consi('l_erAd in detPr,mining thA t:tpes of fishPr;r products which off•"" the ~:;rPA.t-
... -, .~ . ' 

est promis~> of profit. Those which competP with simih.r i terns p_ro<'lucAd ne_arer 
. . . ·- ., '. ' . . . .. . . . . . .. 

consuming_ art>AS wil_l ~urnish a lower rPturn commensuratP '1-rith thP shipping chargef'. 

If spPciali ty prod.ucts which arP not founr'l_ in other Arf'as, or 1 terns which are 

scn.rcc:> in supply cP.n bP n.evPloped, tre.nsportation costs become fl lPss significant . . . . ' . . - . ' ~ 

consideration. 
' - Among tht: la.tter varieties are king crabs, shrimp, clams, salt ood, 

(- . " ' -' . :. , 

halibut, and s_almon. A_t thf' timP of the survey re_duced Hir freight rates of 15 

cents per pound werf" being <'!ccorded to fresh p_roduce of the Matanuska Valley 
. : ., ' .~ . 

shipped from Anchorage to Nome in ord_er to nl':tPrminl' th0 ff'l'!sibili t;:_ o_f such a 

vAnture. If th~"SP rPtes_ preyaill'l similPT rPturn frPight rat~ for ~P~'>Cil'l1 tiP-" 

such A.s king crpb mept might be possible, thus P.fforcUng .e year Hrou~·d outlPt. 
~ . ' ,· ~ . . ' . ' - ~ ;. ,., •, ~· . , . ' . . 

Summary of Possibilities ., 

All of "lhom "rerP interviP\..ret1 in 1rl')me Pnd ht:<ve spent consifl.erable timP in the 

. .; . : 

C:'1r1 Lonen 
:Arit6:nio Polet. 
Grr>nt JHckson 
J'~ck .ArictE'rson 
FP.ther L? For tnne 

Father Anttbel 
A'l !3'rnt6n · 
John Kost 
Winfred .Aniri~:;AYon 

No contacts were made in other locA.li ties adjacAnt to !~ome, as nearly all of 

those w~o h~ve h_ad 10n;v fisher:;r experience were enga.ged i~ other A.ctivities in 

d~s.tr-mt .. ar.~as, or their wh:~reEJbouts were unknown. FurthPr, the persons intE"r:-

~iewed felt that, becAuse .Qf the general limited knowledge of the potential 
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fisheries, little could be added to the present rf'poTt, Fisheries in the }Tome 
: . ~ •,, .... 

Area cApe,ble of development include those for king cra.bs, codfish, h.Prring, shrimp, 
.. 

clams, hBlibut, flouml.t>rs, and Sl'l.lmon. 

King Crabs 
,, ~ ,, .. . '~ " .. 

Of thP possible fisherif's king crabs probabl~r offer thP grPPtPst' promise Pnd 

coulrl bP immf'dir-~tely ·exploi tPd on ? limited scAle t.•ri thout fishery PxplorPtion work 

' ' y ' 

to rlet'-'rminc> the yr>A.r Rrouncl. locPtion of thn r"sourcf', or procuring PXtPnsivP fi~h-

ine: POllipmPnt. King crAbS RrP no\<! fished from December through l-1.qrch bv chopning 

hole!". through thP icA nnn using lines bRi t"d id th tom cod or rr;d cloth to l'ttrPct 

th" crp1Js. AftPr being rPisAd to thA surfece of the wnter, the crP.bs Are cPptured 

in dip nets find dumped on thP ice. Cptches of 10 to 30 crebs in Sf'VPrl"'l hours of 

fishing arP rPported COmmon by this !'PthH CU.f!lbPrSome Pn(t inPffiCiPnt procPdUrl". 

The use of a suiteble crab trnp or the type of hoop net used in the creb fishf'ry 

An PstimRtP of.posBfhlP produc·tion could be ventured on thr; bnsis of :nss1l!l1-

ing a d.:·d.ly cAtch of '10 crl:'bs pPr fishermAn with morE> pffectivP gear. If these 

crabs averf'_f!/' the sPme size flS those takPn .. in Bering SP.P. by the Alask!l. Crab In-

vestigFJtion,:* 14.1 vmuld be rea11ired per .CAse of 48 -k--pound flPt ca.ns. The 

prPsent ceiling price is $20 per case. On- this br>sis, 100 fisherm€'n could. pro

duce 5,000 GrAbs per nay, which should. yield over ~00 cPses or mor.e· th?n $6,000 

worth of canned. cr~b mePt on d.<>:rs wl:!ich the weatht:'r would perMit fishing. It 

Wl:'ls reportP.d ·in NomP th[lt sF~nplPs of crAb mePt, which hArt beRn frot.en··locPlly, 

\<'Prf? of exci?llent aua1i ty. TPchnolop;icAl work to PStP.blish thP bPst proc0clure 

••,, 

!Pre:e aupnti.tir>s becrmse procr>ss ing diffie1;1l ties hPV~' ?risen \'ri th othf'r sinilt>r 

products. 

-··--
*11The AlA.skan Kine: CrAb 11

, Fishery i'-fA.rket.News, l~ay 1942 Supnlement, Ffsh And Wild-
life Service. . · 
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Cod 

Cpd f,orm t_he __ ba.s,~!;'J for an established fisher;r in 'Bristol .Bay. Cod inh1'1bi t 

cold "'atArs, and the con~ition~ .. i:" ~h-~ No_me. AreA might be cond.ucive to l'!n abundant 

supply of this variet;r. Coo. have been caught by nE).tive fishermen and other!! off 

Nuniv<'lk, St. La~crrence, and. King Isl~nrl~.-al'ld .. near Nome. Although the auantitiPs 

-...rer"' min~.r, it should not be ju<'l.ged that the rr-H~ource is 1 imi t.ed bec.::mse the fish

ing ;::f_fo~_t ,hPS bePn U:l'lorgan}.z/'d and me~g~r., . RathPr the extPns ive qperati ons of 

thP Jnpnnese floating fnctorv ships fri'Jm St. L.P1•'renc~ Is1An0~ _to Nunivek Islr:1nd. 

t0nd. to the conclusion that either bottom fi,sh or crabs, nnd pPrhPps both, R.re 

plr~ntiful. 
·- ~ ' ' 

HArring .. ,. 

Knovm herring runs exist in _Golovin BaY. ('turing thP sp:r:ing Pnrl. fAll, but it .is 

this resou:rcA. ConsPou~"ntl:r, no conclusions c<~n bP ~:r~wn rPg_P.rni.ng abundance until 

recorfl.Pd for rpcf'nt YPPrs from n1=1tP i)1 thP Pacific Flshe.rrran: 

Yr>pr Full bbls. ll .Jr 'bbls. 5.1 --
1Q23 352 
1Q24' 750 
1025 200 
lq26 620 
1'"127 4oo 

. ! 100 . 
1028 850 )70 
l02Q 200 Ql7 

. 1°30. ·1s4o··· 1415 
lO'H 2lq .415 
lg~2 

.. .. . 

533 Q08 
lQ)) 3 75 

· 1o:;4· 100 42 
1935 96 57 

•' ,· '1 Q)h~ ,.: 

10~7 

·rtf)B . ~-· . 62 ~5 
19)9 ~0 27 .. 1o4o 101 ?2 
1041 )0 
1042 
104~ 
11!144 

.. ' • l ~ 

1/ 250 lbs. of hPrrins ?:.I 12'1 lbs, of herring 
4 
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The follo¥ri.ng estimated freight rate<' were obtained from ~m agent of the 
• t' • 

Alaska Steamship. Co!JlpPnY for. a full sized oarrel a.nt'!. the necessary sAlt, unt',er 

their general merchandise rates. Include~ in these Pteamer rates from'Seattle to 
., .. ""'-

Home And. return is f1, 16 per cent \'Tar charge. but no rp tes were avidlable on 

lighterage .from Nome. tp Golovin 3H~'· 

Routing 

SeattlP to Nome--knack-rl.own barrel 
Steamer to Nome :Be~ch.:::.:.:lighterage knock-doi<rn bbl ..... 
Nome 3Pach to st.Pamer--lightPrage full barrel 
Nome to Seatti~-.:.:run barrel · · · 
Se11t.tle to ~Tom,?--:-100 pounds of salt 
Steamer to Nome ~ea6h~~100 pounds ~f salt 

Total 

Pers,ons. inter.~r.ie~l!.ed. in ~rome believed that a reduceil steamer r?te from No!!!e to 

.. Raport~ frqm Spatt],P br~kfTS def!.l ing in se.l ted herrin~?: inc'ticA.tD thR't thf" s'prinf" 
,, ' ,''' ., ., 

runof herri.ng ¥ras too thin, but thAt the fall run wns of P-"ood auplity. One broker 

ment~oned.that the . , run appepred very lr1te in the sepson, l'lnd d.ifficulty wps 

ofte·n PXpe.riAncep. .in preppring a pAck in ti!!IR to cPtch the i~.s t ·~ t.eEJmer to leave 

before the freeze. The prPst'nt prices for sa.l ted herring of'·g;od auPli +y arf: $7l6 

to $4o per full ba,rrel Rnil. $18 to $20 per half barrAl, f."o.h. SPatt'le,· 

. Er:rr.ine ouer<"tors in Southeast0rn Aiaska., Prince Willi0m Sound. Pnd Kod.h>k: 
' .,_... ... . . . ' ... ' . ' 

Islanrl fPAl thpt, 'becF~use of thP high cost of imported labor,· thf>y cPnnot ·meet the . . . ' -.. " . - ·~ - ~ . 

normF~.l t·im!'JS~ In Dutch Hr>rbor, vrhere locnl lPbor wns flV~ilf.bl·c,, 
.. , .. • .. ·. , . r < .. , ~--

tor· to ·th'E' war, · 
·- •. 'r ,, 

the sPlt.i,ng,,of._herrin~ .f'PP~ars to he..vr been econo!!lically 
>, - , ~ . I 

... • ... ''· . 
runs ocour.re>d. ,(luring the summer ann the ht-!rring were RvailPbl~ to·r a cons i·de'r'PbV~ 

~ . ' ' ~. • • -r .. • ' ' 

. :f. 

· . · .. As preyious~y "m~ntiont?d• r> discouraging feet or in salti~g or '6 thf>r~ise util.:. · . -' , ..... - '• 

iling thP herring Rt Golovin Bey is thP lPteness of the run~--~'it Was· rf>ported.' thPt 

5 



the herring were present offshore and be?ond the reach of the gill nets and h1=1ul 

for cgpture. Under these conditions. th~:> use. of p1ll"Se seinBS might enable the. 

earlier cRpture of herrin~ offshore'<.'\nd extend the season. 

There may be· r:> herring resource ca.p:able o"f supplying a re~_uction ·pl~nt, a 

venture which might be economicall~r sound if operated l'!i th locl'll help. Ho\'Jever, 

the high ·tra,nsportetion rates to and. from l~ome, the appa.n:nt short S8ason, t1nct 

the kno11m e,c·onomics of hPrring reduct fort ·in other· AU:tska ar~"as 'clos"'r to markPts, 
. 

all incUcat,e such an opPratl.on shoultt be appropched· with cl!ution, 

Herrin,g are also rAported in Port· Claren·ce, but n'o··orif' hps fi'shea for them. 

Shrimp 

Shrimp is- a spPcial ty .product \'thich fini:'!s' a r,;ao.y ma.rke't in the States. Thfl 

ablf' number of-people ch both the v'l'itPr ~mit shor·P. 1Ti1ti{res in the Nome ArPa re-

port _shril!lP Arr.> found. in the stomAchs of fishPs A·nc. eicter i1.1ic!d::~. The Prf'sf'nce of 

sh-r-imp· P.s 'r> feed d.emons trates thPt th ·impossiblP, ho\ll~?ver, 

· prooucti~re ·fishing .o.:ronnd s. 

Cl.?ms 
t ~· . 

or frozen CClr-tmS arP r-P-l['.tively ClSPr f:tsher';J products 1 f1nd thefr 'p~0pPratfbn ShO'J.ld 

. ·:0-f!· economi.cal'ly S.OUnil if fln nbunr.en f rPSCltlrCP "Xi S·ts P.ncl tht"- lPl:JOr slipply is 

pf'ri-ods' of ·extreme lo\~r t<r;.:,ter CRused by thfl hr>Ftvy northerly winri.s in thP f~:>ll. A 

wide distribution of clPMS is inclicptert, ns they nre reported to bP onE'\ of· the 

principPl .. i t:ern.s -~f foo.d' founcl in tht> stomnchs of tho· \<TA.lrus killPd nRAr the vflrious 

6 
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islP.nds of th~ .r:tort.he.rn p11rt of. the Bering S~a.. As the rise and fall of thP tides 

at Nome is only f!.t?ou~ 1.5. feet, it .1.oro11lt1 not b0_:pr!=tcHcrq to_<'lig clAms in thA tide 

Ne~t.r En(:'le.nd fi~hery :>Just be performt'lil.. to locate and eva.lw.te the resource. 

Hali'Qut . 

A potentiAl halibut fishery ma:v €Xist. in the Uome Area., J;l'q.t the NA.ters miRht. 

well bP. too cold 0u:ring a portion of the year ~o be suite>ol~> ,for "" la.rge ,populF~-

tion. The fimir»:!! of the Int~>rnl'lti0rwl .Halibut Ftsheries Col!lmission inc.icate that 

he>li'but PrP not Abundant in wa.ters ooving A tempPrature of le!'l!'l than ':i
0 c. If a .. 

hPlibut.f~shAr~r exists, it \-!ill probably:be.fmJ.nr, in tpe.Q.f)eper waters, or.in the 

StRrrv or 11 r0ugh bE!.ck 11 flouna.Prs !wve: bPen cauP'ht Rb9ut .a mil;: offshore f.rom 

Nome. . T}1i.s Vf:l.riety. is .not. estAemed by t!l.e. fresh fi~h t:r:ade, and some .!iifficulty 

is experien,c~d .with .sales even in 11•artime. 11 Solf>R 11 ~mrl floun~.ers WAr!'l found to .. ~ .. '~ . ,-. . . ' . ' . . . . ' . . 

to be P,.b\l.Ilrlan t iq ~:r:istql 

fo'-J.l1il in tt).e l't;>,lilt=:Area.,)Y exp*0T'~'tor-::y.qshin,.g with, ott~r .trawls. 
. r , . .. , ~ 

Fisher;.r pr~rl,ucts, ~;rf.tll)il. Ufl~\].re '''O'Uld rove, ~0 COf.lpete tn pric;e With fish caught 

in cqntinental Unit 

Salmon 
. ; . . 

SPveral pprsons in Nome bPlieved that suffi.ciPnt sa,lmon 'trerP av::>ilP..'lJle to 

. · . . .. . ~ .. 
supply fl c?imery. It thought th<J.t this is an o;rer-optirnistic 'dew. All in-

',.' • , .... ! 

for!llPl tirm av8.ilE~.ble" to the Fish ?..nd IH l:llife Ser'V;·~~ inai~~\t~~ .that the; splmon runs 

in the l~omP Area R.re insufficiPnt to support tJ. canne;~~ .op~ration ·~? .. any magni t,ide. 

The fishermen on the NomP River i.ncHc.?.ted thAt H SP!'lS~n2l catch of ~00 to 1,000 fi~h 

per ffi!'ln ''·'8.8 all that coulri be expecter. 
. . . . ·: • . !:t :' ' . . . . . . ' . 

Consequentl:v,' it is d.Pemed most Hdvisable 

to lPP.VP the st>,lmon r•.ms AS a source of local foon r?thPr t!wn attempt to exploit 
: '. "''• ··,, 
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RecommE'nn.? tions for DmrPlopmPnt of thP FishPriPs of tlit'l Nome ArPP 

the NomA ArPr. is r.>ntirfll;r inPdeow.t!"' to encnurAF;P privpt'f'l ihilus-tr:V to Pssume the 

initi:~tiv·P in d.evP.lopine; thP rrsources. AsP rn~mlt of thE' explorrd;ory'fishi.ne: 

,.,ork pPrformed. b;r thel AlaskP. King Cra.b In,restigtltion, t\oto concPrns 1>re 0.efini tely 

fimmced firms hc·wp definite plAns for· Pntering the ·fish0ry in ·the futurr-, Simflnr 

informption coulfl_ bP f'xpected to PncourP.gP priv?.te 'individ~Uc"'ls to Pxl:)lbl t thP. ·fish-

Ja.pPn 1 s pos1 tiori of bt>ing the worlrl 1 s l·Pading producer -of fishtsry pr-oducts 

'\lras lP rgely il.ue> to rlem~mds for food l'l.nd GovHnl!lf'lnt subs idv of exploratory fi'shing. 

These explorfltions wPrP carrieti. ()n from ]erin'g Str?i t through mnny portions of the 

South ariel Soutihwe'st' Pt:;.cif1c. 

PXplOTP.tions for ne\.f ffshing grounds, .. Th'P. ivnil?blP evidence cJ.enonstrPtes thi:>t 

of t'ht' 'exterit of the rPsnurcf's anc. the locP.tion of th0 most proructive fishing 

e;rounns, pnc. the dew,lopmPnt of s1.1i tBble fi-shirig tt>chniauPs must prAcedP the P:X:-

ploitPtion of thPse fishPries. 

ThP resiti.ents of NoMe beliPve thf'.t f1 serious unPnplo;nnPnt sitUPtion ITlfl.y con-

front the natives of thP rPgion if sone other sources of f!Mploy'r!Pnt Al"P not found 
~ . ' ... ! . . ; ·:-

to suppl_Rnt the Pm?rgency _war work. ThP instrllr>tion of sharP stf!tions, Pncl. the 

opPuttirm of a locP.l fishf'r:r would greatly incrP.,nse thR nmount of AVPilPble er.1-

ployrn<mt. nnct lf'HO to thE' develop!"lf'nt of the general None Area, 

An economic stufl:v r:mst be nede to c.eterr.Jine thE:' feHsillili ty of utilizing the 
'' 

vF~rious fishr-:ry resources, and to V<!hF!t extent the products could 1Jr profi tHbl;r . '. .~ . . . ... 

shipped to th~" Uni tPd Stl"tcs, or solr in AlasJrt1. ThiP stuo~r, togPther "'i th P 

8 
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knowle~ge of :the ,ava.p~oi~i ty of raw materials ol:ltaJ.ned from exploratory fi!'>hing, 
~ "; ' . . .. . .. ,. 

would furnhh local and outside intere~ts \.;ith the basic inforrwtion necessary to . . ' . .. . ~ 

exploit t.he m~re pr9fi tab'). e. fisheries. 
.. . . . '' . 

For. one. e,xpl.oratory_ vessel to survey properly the Nome Area a program of 

several years' r1.uration is reouired. The vessel should be approximately 65 feet 

in len,gth a.nd .qf shoal itrR,ft to permit entry to available ports of shelter a'nct 

storage. ~urJng .thP six or seven month winter se.<'lson. A vessel of this tyPe could 

fish for king ,.QrAbs \Y'i th tangle nPts, pots, otter trawls, nnd beam trl'l.wls to de-

tPrmin<' the_most effective geer. Both otter ann beam trawls of small mesh size 

coulo be usPd for sh;r:imp t!xplorfltions.. SPt lines, hand. 1 ines, and ottt>r tra.wls 

" 
~ ' 

A o5-foot vessel ,,,ouln 

havp· adeow.tl' c.apaci,t_y .to. pner1:1te ft ~mall hPrring purse seine and determine the 
• ' : • • ·~ .. ' ' • 1 • • ' • ' • 

nossioili ties for offsh9re h.Prring fishing. 
' ~ ' . . . . . ' . 

The .P . .x.plon.to.ry effort.s should be directed to locAting thP most promising . : . .., . · .... 

v?rieties of fishPr:r products, suc.h. as, _king crElbS, shrimp, ann clPrns. All of 

thrse V[lriPt it>s could be mPrkE't Pit as canned. proii.ucts, or probPbly morP preferAbly 

in thP froz.:>n pa.9kaged state, with co nsidPra"blf' economic a.dvnnt11.ge. Sal tPd cod 

\J .,.. ~ \ '\ .• ' <I' • I' ''\' • ,• , • ; ~ 

tion with schooner 91'1Uf,h t fish, It. is suspected· that the, (lill'lfl.tit,Y";Of OOl-~:but , 

available might not be sufficiPnt to WArra.nt a.n/ independr>·n·t ·fishery-, bu:t- t):l.€y could 

be tRk~n incidentnl to cod h shi'.ng~ · The lp, te appf'arnncP of thA hE>rrin.g run rendPrs 

it dubious in va.luE' for A. large scnlA opPrn tion • 
. . ~ . . 

The work sho'uld be pl~nneCl. to r>xtend over 8 period of .sev.er;Pl, Yf;BI'l?~:. i~.lPI"St 
',. 

the first full Summer 1 S time should be d.CVoted :to thP PXplor.pti.on Of thP. [lr~R t>lith 
•'. • ' • • ,• .. : ,f . •· 

compAratively smA.ll mesh ott\'r trPwls of comi::JPrciPl size, to PStP'blish thP most pro-

riuctive fishing s;roun0s. This p:roce<'l.urP woulc1. yield ret!mlts eompPrablf' to com-. 

,;-... t\"' -, ' .. ' ' . ' . ~ 



,. 

The rpsu1ts of thP summPr 1 s work woulr. be r>nPl;vzerl nuring thP ,.,intP:r, Pnd 

pronuction costs, frPight rPtPs, I'WtiilPble mr1rkr'>tS: ?nd Mllirig coiits. If furthPr 

of 1esspr "1'1lue in ~~the flrPx':i's· of gr,,<1t0s.t: pb\ufdance ·~~iscl'6sed. in the~ :t:irevious work:, 

Ann. PXtencled. to othPr promis:tnf" :rt~gions •. 'I'he third summAr 1 s w'ork s'hou1d be prPdi-

ct1ted on thP economic soundness of Pxplriit1n~ th~ ~~ri~tie~ ln auPstion. 

• I •• 

1 Fil:;hf>ry· EnginPPr r1na·cnpti>in, P-4 ,'!rnrte 
1 Fishery ~iologist, P-~ ~rpde 
1 FishPry Economist 8, Ad.TTlini'strPthP Assistr>nt,·p:....~· E!rnnE" 
1 Enginf•Pr-FishPrman, 5 r:Jonths, unclnssifiPd 
5 F1s&Prmen, 5 months (titi6l~ssffied) 
1 Cook, ~ months (unclnssifiPd) 

·· 1· · ClPrk-S tPnogrr>phPr, CAF-l 

Per diem for FishPry Engineer, FishPry Biolovi;i'r>nd 
FishPry Economist for h months 
Ftshin.g i,(:,a_~.. · 

Sci0ntific pnd photo~rnphic Pauip~Pnt 
:FU:01 n:~A lubri~Rt'ing 0ii · 
Trr>vel 
Trpns~oft~ii6n of things 
Vessd upkePp And r0pP.irs 

· $!.!-;~oo 
~.640 
~.64b 
2,500 

'10,000 
2,000 
1 ,q6o' 

$),730 
· 4,ooo· 

)40 
~,IJOO 

~.ooo 

700 
2,000 
2,h00 

2y,oso 

COmtn,lta.ti6·n of .. l-E' .. ticn's fo~:-7·-!iPn 
Total OperP.tin,g EX!JPnsPs lq,420 

1 65-fbot fishing vessel $40,000 
Totnl Cost of Project $87,400 
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·. .. 

The cost of the fishing vessel, $40,000, would be Ft non-rPcurring it,m, Rnd 

··I' •• ~ ·• : ' .. 

Thf;' gene:J;"al ,p·l~n of .th-P .pro,jnct wo-uld, be ·to ·p-crforn 5 months·"IiP.ld work in 

the N:ornP . .l;..r~.Et, :<'Jll.r'\ .dry":"r.ook the .vt->s.s.e:l. dur.i.ng the: w].ntPr seRson wh·e·n ~.c:P Rnn .. 
~WP . .Ath.rr ,rlo .. not.. p.r>rmit .opl'ra.tions. · Th.e fisherv. ·p.ngineer, biolor-:ist Pnn r>conomist . .. ,, . ' . . . 

would then epppd ~ months in Se~ttlP prepRring E report of thn Rctivitir>s Rnd 

'· 

tPrm proj.ect. to .. locRte.P-nd evaluFltP thP resources of· ·fish which PTP no"r unuse<1. 

It-.is.o~v_.io.us thp:t· tr;>lJ'l-Pndo.us. rPserves of "soles 11 , flound.ers,·flnn other fish must 

The work of thP AlaskFI Kine CrRb In'rPstig1.".tion WPS urim?rily concPrn~rl. l•ii th' lo-

pro.tec.ted ':'P.te.r.s. Co-nseauPntl:r,· <;Jnly l'l. negligibl~ Pmount of· work was nom~ rm thP 

tremendous.offs;horP=F:fl)unQ.s south and eps~ of thE> Alaskp PeninsulP. The explorP-

rnRn~ of. local indus triPs •.. 

. '· : ·' .. 

. . I~land. nP.'=l.r Chignik,. Ftnrl. in ·thP .Shumagin Islanrl PrPE>.. While· tl'?.Wling opPrl'ltions 
'·\·:·.· . . .. ·.· ' .. 

are,progrrssing .. a recording dP.nth mfl!'1.suring ·device, CPpable .. of ·de-tecting herring, 

. sho.uld. be in operation. A. watch s.hould be m1."intt'l.i!}cd for vtsi'ble si•gn·s ·of hPrring. 

Thi~ proce~ure w:ould contri,butF> to thP avP.ilP.bl~ knoVIlerigP 'on hPrring, ~nn. if ·the 

obser.vptions ·show npp:r.AciP.ble Pbundr>.ncP, prP.eticPl triP.ls with: cmmmerciRl gear 

. ·WOUld ,b.e unrl_oubtedly Wflrr."ln ted, 

11 



Little o·:r no information: is. t!V:~.ilPble rm thP locntion of d.ung~nf'SS Crt'l.bS. 

·cl.<lms· 1 And. shrimp in· loM.l it1Ps othrir th".<1 n rl.~~.t '? e tPrsburg, "\4'r~ngPr, 'corf!~vA 1 ;nn. 

ThP lPek of knowlE"dkce' /hmr' HV·I'>ll~ble publicPtion~ riondPrs it ir.rposstble to d'r*" 

spPcific infnrTir:lti on As' to .. the' 16 cPtion P'ho_ ebun~~PncP of. thosr> rPsourcPs which 

fiPlr'l.s could be c,qrriPd on during the fall, wintPr, And sprin.c; sep_sons "'hen off-

shore oper,q tions art'! not ff'1a§{b.if1 .in thP Nome. 'kre~ .• 

And supply a substarith•l·1)6rtion of the· totE~.l prof!uction. It is qtiite possible 

thAt extens-ive of:f-shore 'c1t~rm rf'H~ources r:light 1;,ell Axfst 0n the ·PAcific COAst of the 

TJ:nt te-d State-s anf! A1P'sk~. 

·These, l'md probA.bi:r other, f'i.shE>ry possibilities <"xist ..,;;hicr_ will only be clis-

closed through fishery explor<it1ons •.. Tb CHrry on thh type of 1\rork, a 1ressel of 

pt lPflSt 80 fppt in OVPr-ell length Will bP r~ouired_,· Tt is PSt'lmfltPd. thRt R SUit-

l'tblP vr>ssel woula. cost $80/)0(), The 65:...foot VAssel pr~viously ftiscussr:d must 'be of 

pPriol"is of f'torrw 1••eathPr, An SO-foot vessel woulfl. be su'bstantiPl Pil.ough to "'ith

stana: -sr;v~rf: storrts -~n~ hot sro0k freciuent protection·. FurthPr1 this vessel coulrl 

. ' . . 
insteP~. O'f ·'being iPiil Uf · 'V'eE~sPls of thP ·SO-foot cl?ss rria.;r'be R'tAilPbJ·~ through 

Army .<~nfl 'Nr1v;r surpl.usf's. Tr.pnsfer of such a vessel hli~hFr~sult i!l a substPntiPl 

With Rn 80-foot VPSSPl, 
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Details of ·tntervf~ws· 

Kirig·Crlibs ·' r : 

King crabs are· ta!teri by 'means ~of ·a bai ted''hook l.uid ·:nne d.Topped throug.~ holes 

chopped in ·tli~ ice~· 'They· are 'available for' cap'tui'e 'from De·cember. th:rto1igh March, 

but become soft anrl of poor qUEt1 i ty il.uring April. The proceil.ure is to drop the 

Mi te'o hook to the'oottom and allow it to rest until ·a crS:b is··attracted. The 

feeding crab is then slo\lrly rBised to a point near the surfEtce end entra.pped "'fth 

a rip net. 

·IHrig r·sland 

The bait may be tom cod or a piece of red cloth. 

"'; q 

Off King!slanil., the crP.DS are fish·througl:i ice as .. nn.ich'as 7 feet thfck and 

~bout 20 constitute's an average catch, althoUgh some persons have caught up to 7'5 

'crabs r:urirtg tl:ie··a.a:ylight'touril of O:()O a.m. to 2:oo·p/m; Thel'argest crabs tilken 

mepsure nbout 36 inchPs brtv..rer:·n the tips of opposite legs, ·but thf:> 'avera:ge ·aiM is 

about 24 inches. Two kinas RrP ce.ugh t, one is brown end the other' .:'\o.fhij;e,; rnit' 

the •w'r.ftf:> onAs 'havP :~n;;irif~>r'i6'~ ·:tlfi~vor. ThP nativ8s b~li'~VP that the cril"r.Ys movP 

from ~Torth to So\ith, '!1'\nd thr;y fieh 'on 'pH s'irl~s of the Island, depending on this 

movpmf,nt:' ~ Thej; finn thP:t' thri NOrth sid~ [!rid: a: de.pth of :6o ·f,Pt of ·wnt~r · offe:rs 

the ·bedt ftshiilg. 'No "at't'empt is ml'l:o.e to fish for crAos <'luring ·tht> · surrnn..>r •. ..,.s other 

· f 6o d · is pl p n. t 1 ful. · 

Nome 

Tne crpbs Pt l\TomP arP l'lb6\1t 'tfr;:,'"sflme sizn as those· t?kl'n Pt ICing hl?ncl, but 

h~WP a purplP tingP, This tingf', couplPd w:!:th a slight diffei't'nce in carap~cP 

form, mPy indicatR thA.t they RrP P. plPt~rpus. This sp0ciPs is plr.ntiful off JPpfln 

Hrt~. Sib Aria:, but wEs !'Rrely encountt>red by thP Alaskan Crab· Invest! "Ati on. 

St·~ La·wfF>'ncP· Tsl~.nd 

·s6'mA dr?bs PrP also tpkr>n off St. Latoirf'nCf' ·I slP.n'd (luring thr 1!Tint rr. Hnn thf' 

nPtf,rP!'l :nAntion ~ncount0ring thPm ·in 25 fc:>thom's of WPtPr during. thP summr>r in fl.· 

northwPst dirf'ction fr~m thP villPg" of ·Gpmbrll. The Jpppn~s~ fished for king 



crP.bs from Nelson I slPnd off Nuni VPk .Js:1;1"lnd to St. :.LP.wrPnCP IslAnd. A favorite 

spot was 20 miles N. W. 1/2 W. off Gamb~l;l.. -and the vessPls could b~ seen wi.th 

.the Pid (}f. binocu.l~rS-::c'turlng cl.eHr -w~ather .•. rn .. f\c.ditiron to cr~bs, cod ~nd helibut 

"!erP ca'llgh t... The JaprulPse -~lso fiel;~d S<>,uth of. ·the Is1an~ .·.occF\.qi0n~l1y. 

f\bundAnt •... 

King I sla.nd 

. ·., · :_ ·:Po" 

:,t; 

;,, ~. ' 

During the \-Tinter slush, ice forms ne~r the bottom ~nd rises to the ·s:urfE~.ce. 

'.11he flsh:.-e.r.e.tr~pp.ed_ in this rtstr..g i.ce., f'.nd arA brought to .the surface f'no.; bAcome 

f'ro.z.en. -~hJs. informP.t.iOJl rnight i~i.ca:te King I sle.n\1. to be. the northprn rang.e of 

con. PI.S tempe>rA.turP conrli,tions must. ·bf). ~eJO.r tbP borderline .of survi.val •. · ... The nAtives 

·r0por. t tha.t f.ishi.ng is ,morH pror'l.uc ti vo furt·her south •. 

St. LRWl'E'nCEl -I slp,nq, 

Oo(! ... pre c11.ught 1-.ta ·20 l"lilt:"S· north· of. the ·islnnd, but .thB mein .pffort is 

rlt;rPctei!. to·the· er'tR .from·l to 4 milRs: qfi'shorf' .• 1-1ostof .the, f·ishing is- .. 0_one 

dlliP·ing July ani! Augus:t f'i.n<'t. on thP r..or-th of •the is1nnd, ~s th-? .n:P.ti~res pr.efer. to 

U1re o~ ·th.ot side. .Thr pverpge cntch is p:()out. 20 fi,~h in ::<: cr 4 -hours". timC'·, 

I'll though the fishinf: rPte mn:r risP to 100 per MP.n if Fn exc~'>pti,onfll:l·y good .•school 

is founrl, Thesr-> lerge schools arP P.pm'lrPnt1y somf' d.istf'nC8 off the bottom Pinel 

:mny _be c~cen.tT~t;ed ·<>nrnl;gh t-o prt"Vf>nt thF> hook .fr<Jrn rPAah.ing. bottom •. At til:l!'S, 

thf' :co-d CE!n liP ·SP0n nE'er the ·s,Jr:facP• · 

. Nor:te · 

A ,cqd• :11Simtfl .. hP.E bPf;n founi!: 'lJ•"hrPen 30 Pnd ~5 .milPs .s ..• by W. of Nomf' in 13 

fP.thoms of water 8.nrl on grassy botton. Tl:.e cod on this spot werP not .\•rormy, bJl:t 

those taken n<>er thP i-slfl.nds Prn. A fishing party ceue:ht 100 cod in-~ hours, but 

A snt· linr hfl,'ing ~Q hooks ba.itRn 11rith selmon Hn0. 1-:orring, yiP1ded ~() fish in onE> 

. 14·· 



j . 

set. This fishing ground. is not. ~.,:e-i-'~ iarge, but o.ther productive are~.s should 

.·exist: · · · 

NunivAk 

Cod h::>,re bP.Pn t;:Jkf'n by stPamer p~ssrngers while the vessels laid Pt ~melior 

from 4 t6 · S miies offsh~re. P0te Paulson, who operAtes a tr~.ding storP At Point 

HopA, has fished off NutH vak a.nd cAught some con. f~r the Nome mflrket to bArtH for 

supplies. 

Nunivnk: Isl?nd ·flnd. takf:•n cod ~m(l h~.1ibut in quantity, 

Herring 
( . ·. . 

During June, ?. run of herring pAsses close to thP bt>ach of NomP Pnd some flre 
,''-: 

tn~en by gill nets. On occasions, the herring appe8r to be heavily schooled, but 

<;Pnerally thf' run consists of rathAr small groups of fish. A similF~r run exists 

in the fall during SAptember or OctobPr. 
~r . ., . . , . 

The lA.rgf>st concentration of herring is founn. in Golovin BP.y' the fish bPing 

tAk~'>n with giil n8ts'opf>r~ten. very close to the beP.ch. Schools of fish ar~ visible 

offshore, but no attempt is :ilftde to catch thPm. Thf' fish appear to b8 morP heA.vil'r 

schoolt>d in the spring and l"rP lflrger A.nd thinner than the fall fish; The fa!r ·· 

n::lught fish are cniitP fPt. 

"Herring l'l.rP kno"m td ·be prE'sPnt in P~rt CnP:rmi.ce; ·but • no ()nf' hPs ftsh~~ for 
(, • -: '~ • < j •• '. 

thPT"lo 
... ,. ·-;.... ~ ... _.,. .·. "'' 

Shrimp 
:- . ~ :"" 

S'hr'irrip'might .. p,rt':SPrlt a pos~ibillty f~r fishery developmf'nt' but the avBilAble 

evi~ence is rather scAnty. 
•...•• , ••.. ~ ,·"!':: ·:·.:· .. ;::~ ·.; : '. f~ ) 

CertAin shrimp Pre colc1. wtdf'r inhB.bi tants and sPverol 

'rP.rir>ties arn known to exist in sub-arctic rr>gions in unr.PterminF>~. omm ti tv. 

·Pri1Jilo£ Is'lan~s · 
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logs of thP.:E!id.~r .for; this p<7rior. Wt;lrf'· not availPl:llei and rio inAi.cfltion of shriMp 

Wl:l.s found during thf> lil'li ted v!ork nnPr the f'ril)ilofs pt>rformPd 1:w thP Alfi.SkP CrPl:l 

Investigation. 

Nome -
Shrimp are o.cc&!'lionall,V PntP.nglPd, .in· thP M:lmon .Prrct hout ;r;til n<'ts fished-

nF>Rr the bea.ch_. The s-hrimp arP about ~ o·r 4 inches ·long·,· ·· · 

Kine I s 1 And. 

ThP stomAchs of .tpe eider !hicks P..rP full of shrimp· 1:>11· yenr around. During 

the 1:linter, thPy catch shrir;JP by d.hine throil.gh cn'~ck:s· in thf> ic<'. 

St. Lawrence Island. 

wh<'n: c~ught • 

. <'' i 

King IslP.nd 

. l!'ll<'l~'lC1. •. , ,T}:lfl .. nt->tJVI;'S Ji.nd Sf'VPr?]. 0iffE'rPnt 'ir!'lrit>tiPS Of clt>m·s in th'P FtomrtChS Ann 

. consider,,. ~het'Je )J1'1rtly digPstPcl i:!ors~'ls ·to· bE' a food· df'1icnc:y, .: .· 

Nom\' -· 
... 

Clams Ar£> found on thP tin.P lPnfl. flurin.g thE' pPriods of extf~me low water PX-

pArienced.wit,h .nor,th~rly winds. Han:v ·cla.r:-1 ShF'llS 11rP \~nShPd. to··tht? 'bel'ch nuring 
¥~ '" • ' • • 

southPrlv storms. 

St. Lawrence I sla.nd 

A few hAl Pmt r>rP cnueht off Kin.::: I sl.<1.n0 clnring SapteM'l)E'r Pnfl. October on lePc1. 
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The fishermen at St. LpwrAnce must go wrll offshorP to CPtch halibut, but ~o 

not rPguil'irl;r c'lo ·so' PS othr.r foo.t'l is ·plt>iltiful. 111 

Thr nPtiVPs of Uunivi:i.k: IslPn~. 'sp~~-r· hA.li'Sut in shofli wptcr~ 1:'11 prounrl th"' 

islanr1. in Junl:'. 

FloundPrs 

FioundE'rs ftn<'L "soles 11 Nere :founc'J. to '1)p Rbundnnt ·in Bristol BP'T ·b~r · thf" AlAskpn 

Crab Invt=>stigrotion. Very limited \V'ork was ~,0!1P 'IJ~tWP~~ St. Mfltth<'W And St. Lp\•rrPnce 

Islanr'ls, an0. th~ 11 flf>.tfish 11 ·.,.,erP 'Mt :fo~nt to be as' P'bundant M. in thP. Bristol Bav 

elusions. 

· · · · · lHbliogra.phy 

NOME Al-.TD NORTHWESTERN ALASKA·'.. Repri~t from Alaska Life Magazine for May 1 q4~. 

A..'lCHAEoLOGICAL.HTVEST!GATIONS AT KUKULII(- St. ta.wrence Island, Alask~ 
PreliminAry Report by Otto. iHllia.tn G~ist and Froelich G. Rainey. 

·Volume r't oY the Miscellaneous· Publicntions of the Univ. of Al'flska, i q~6 •. 

NOME. ALASKA :... North\<restern Ala .. ska Chamber of Coll1~Pr'ce. 

PRELUiiNARY'ECOUOM!C SURVEY OF THE SE'\1.AR:b PENINSULA AREA'- Alaska Planning Council, 
Decem)J(:lr, 1940. 

Appendix 

Recbnunend~tions with Respect to Utili~~ati.~n,. of ·Mamnai Bones 
.. <?n St, Lawre,nce Islar_J.(l .• 

The AlaskA D~cvPlopm_ent, Bo~.rd. fJi>auested thl'!.t f! .. J?. e?Camina,ti9n o_f. th.e ~nil!lFll bop.e 
' . l • 

Prf:liminEl.:rY infl'lrma~ 
'. ' . . . ,, ., . 

tion cnncerning the deposits and thP possi'bili ties flTP discussed in. a. lf'tter date<'t 

June 1, 1045, ac'l.rlrt>ssAd t9 .. th~ .. ~overnor o_f Ala9ka from Lyle AndPrsrm thr technolo

gist in chargE=; of the Fish("r;r l?roitucts LaborP.tory a.t Ketchikan Bt.thPt timE':. The •. . ... . . ... . ·- '. -- . ' . 
0 'T''T '0 

*A rPcent letter - Nov. 10 - from a w.tive at GEI.mbell sta.ted that 11 Pt Savoonga 
those people o"t!'er therP ~,orere cPtching halibut lRst summer \'rhenever they got a 
chpnce to go out fishing, They reported some halibut werP so big sometimes the 
lines broke. 11 
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letter follows: 

11The existenc~ of ,fl 'bonA (lepos.it on St .•. La\<JrPnqei.sl:'".no N"tlr. G:am:Q~ll wa.s 

fir!'\t ca.lled to m;v attPntion 'b:r Mr •. Fr.An.lc H.ynf's, wl:o !'\aiel. hP,, p.a.<'l seel,l_.th,F>. 'bones. 

'but coulri not .tell r:mch more thRn that r'bo.ut them. After tl ;vee.r or more of dPla;r, 

thP rna tter camP up again flt the first mePting of the Alaska DevPlop_mF>nt Boo.rrt ,qnc. 

Sf' ic<. hP wrmld sF>F> \<rhA t h,e co,ul.d do .• 

w0re grouqcl, anl'l.lYZP;d. and. s:t<'bmHtt'>d to 'bro.kPrs for consifl.Pr~tion. Thr 'brokPrs . . 

(thP. \vilour-Ellis Comppny, St>attle) rPspond<"d Pnthusiastically l'lnd stated .. thAt Pl-

though th" mprket w8s dry e.nc. thPr,., ~,<rp.s .. non,., bf'ing solrl, such H product could 'bP 

Pxpectf?d. to. 'bring t:~bout $52 • .50. A ton; 'brQkPragP fr.F>s ¥rould 'be P'bout- $1.50 a. ton. 

Bv wa.y of verifi.cf!tion, .of tf}PS(:',. figu.I:PS' thP on' Paint & Dr.ur~ RrmortPr' Mpy ~1. 
: . ' . ' . . . ·, . ' ~ . .. ' . ' 

• ' • < ', ' •• -. (\' •• • • ' ' ' ,. ,<1 . : . ' 

104"), .li.sts. Stf'ampfl. fpr>~cHng ~rB.rl.P Qon.c r.JE'J'1.1 at 60;0 .CI'l1cium phosphl'ltA in bags Pt 

$t:;O fl ton Pt Chict:>g-o. Also •. :~hPmcn·kP.t .Price P.tpresPnt .i.s. pPrh.~.ps _$10 11 ton 

·' ~ . 
11J3y' WP;I' of" 'bl'lck.grounr it "1i?.;ht OP SBir thAt the MOSt riesirP01P e1PIDPnt prPSPnt 

moisture •. Upon hogging (<Il;d cpoldng. gr:pn,)onPs th,P.y t:>rf'. ch~}lgeit..t.P "stPPID~'c-" h0nPs 

thR t Pr" mort> nes irA ble for m? n~r usPs "incP th·P· 11 inert 11 inR"rP('!,irn ts Prr> r"'llUcPr . .? n~ . 
. . ' 

thP p0!'Cf'ntP.ge of phosph~tPs increi-lsf'>(l_, som.Pwh;t. ThF> bone, in e mPPl form, is 

lfllhr> Pnt"lysis of thr sPmplPs submitted ¥1r>re PS fo11o\...-s! 

Sa"1plf' #1--'WhPlP 13onP 
~ (ground. Pn0._ nixed sHmplP of .ltn", 

rib; ~nd vF>rt~brPP banPs) 
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Sample #2--WhalP ben~ 
(ground. Mmpl~· of btl.dly. 
We?thered h<'!ad bones} 

Sample #'--Walrus bone 
(groun8 an~ mixPd s~mple 
of thigh, jaw, skull, 
rib,· l'lnc', vPrta.brat' bone~) 

'% Moisture %P:::>05 (Dry bAsis) 
., '-

'29.4 

A fieur~> of 25% P205 would. oe morf\ aommon. SomPtimes the f'Mly.sis of--bone. is re-· 

"'" ·,. r . _, .. '""" ~" • , . . 

· · 11Faetw.l inform.<!'tinn 1-s · nf'ed.ed on the .~.xt(>nt o:f th~'> .clepps i.t. ThP depos-it , 

should•bl> .ZI"JnPd Pnd the :bonf:s coU:ntf'd.; some tt)·f• thel"l shoulcl be wP·i.,;:;hen •. From this 

' '110th'er points. thn.t nefinit.ely mu,st br-> mnO.<' q];tlpr .AI'f' -the ACtUAl int.::>rPSt of 

thl"' ru>tives; thB <"flSI'l with which th'f' bonl"s Cl'ln bP brought to a c:<>ntral s.tption; 

tht< anou."lt of. dirt-·with the bones· as- .th.<;y will bE' gatherAd; -facili tiPs for storing 

ship}linf:: P.bi1ity of thP nP..tives ·to' nr->nP.ge this <'.ffr.ir.; 1>JPPthf'r concH tio:ns for air 

11AftAr WP ·hr-,re · th"' rf':oort of ·p. fit" lit n.Pn, v!P vrill know how. to :.nroces.s thf'se 

A.nd it is imprActicr>l to sAt up Hn oil~fired ,jf':'mP rotpry ~.riPr, thPn thP bPst thPt 



CPn be donP is to hog the '~<!Pt bonPs, pack them in burlnp ( i:i' ~v?ilAble) pnd !!!hip 

th<>m to SPP..ttlP to be grounc'l. in f1 h!i::"lner nil1 ?f.t_er .. il:t~;,ing. ··.As P. principl<', wf' Pre 
' . -. _- -- ._, ., . 

. _, ' - : ~ 
strong1v in fiwor of Pf'rforning :>11 processing nosi:;ible in AlPska. At first 

... ~. - 't .. • - ' 

· thou.e;ht it .Reems tht•t thP .cP.pi tAl involYF>rt, if P.fl.V. grinrtin.:: . .is ._ilonP, will bP of the 

orr1cH of $5,000- -to $10,000 •.. If. e il.rier. is put .in it 1.d).l tekP Pnothrr $5,000. An 

ingPniouR bu:rrr could "S'Pt thP PouipmPnt for less. 

n dPmPn0 for the proctuct. Al tho11;g.l1 I will. bP per.fectly h11pp;r. to rPnder Advice if 

cPlled upon, it ·will probt~bly rPmPin w.i.th you to, pursue this mpttPr, if it is 

purs.ued. · It is not necessr>ri.lv P fi sJ:;.,eriPS problPm--thP bonPs HrP ashore and thPV 

RrP those of mamC'lRl s. 11 

Invf'sttgations into this pro-po~A.l b~>ge.n J.n, WAshing~on with a visit to 

Dr. Gilnot:e and Dr. H. 3, Collins,.Jr., both of .the. S.nithRoniAn Institution, l"nd 

both ncnoointed with the bone .deJ)OS.i ts throJl.gh a;rch;;pJoP'ical work. on St, LA\•rrpncf'l 

Is1Pnd. ··It ·wA.s learneo ... thPt St •• La\,rPnce Ip).q~rl i.s. protected by ~'rhat. is known HS 

thP'.A.rn(l'ricPn·An.tiouitiPs Act (Act of Junp 3, 1gq6.,. 34 :)t?,t., p. 225) wh.ich is 

PPrmission to PXF!.mine thP cteposi ts Pnn util i'7.f" thPm for COffi'llPrci.<>l purpoSPS 

with the-se officials it:wa.s stF~ten. thHt, ti.ue to the archPoloe:icn.l significanc~> of 
-. .' . ' ' ..... 

th!>-'b~ne r1eposits, they wouli< rPnqPst the opinion of s0me such insti~u~ion as the 

·· Sm1 thsoniP.n before ,<>_u~horiz:i.ng their m~e for ~>n? purpose ._rhich woulil. invo.lve 

·destruction of the bqnes ~<s;.,.rell ,o;s eviil.encM of eA:rlv AlaskPn culture. 

···It was oui te t'l.pparent from ~urther r1ircussions ':"i th Dr. Collins that hl'l 

b:elieved H wou,ld be a ·t::rAvf'. nistake to nestro;v priceless archeolo,o.:icFll sites 
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and specimens for the sakte of commercial !'?xploi tation. It was eouall" 0bvious 

that if the Smi th£<onian Institution WPJ'" asl<"ed for n recommend~1tion by the NatioMl 

PHrk Service it would be arlversP. 

When in Fairbanks the srunf? l!lAtter was discussed with Dr. CharlPS E. BunnPll, 

PrPsident of the UnivPrsi ty of Alaska. WhilP he has not br,Pn on St. La'\o•rence 

IslRnci hE'? is very familiar \lri th the sltli<-1-tion through his interest in exprrU tions 

to thP island that the UnivPrsity has sponsored~ He was in full AgreemE:nt with thE: 

SPntimPnts expressed by Dr. Collins, bf'lieving that thf' ,ralue of the O.Pposits from 

Rn ercheological stRndpoint f[lr outlrrPighPd F~.ny commPrciR1 USP thot might bA ml'l.cle. 

In Nome further inauiry was made with respect to the income of the natives, 

size of the deposits~ probable production costs, shipping rates, etc. Those 

familiPr with natives, th0 con<'J_i tions und.er which the Cl.eposi ts would ha,rP to be 

exploited_, And the probable income that might bP received \oJPrf' of thP opinion thr-~.t 

no great benPfit would. R.ccrue to the nRtivFJs. It P.ppf'PrPd almost certPin thRt 

production costs ann_ shipping rates would le~Wl' very li ttln profit. 

Bf)ca.use of the uncertain WPathl'r ana the unR.nimi ty of opinion agrinst utiliz

ing the ~eposi ts commPrciallv for bnne mPal a sur"f'Y trip to St. Lawrence Islan<'l 

WPS not mRde. It is our considerPd opinion that it would be ,<1_ mistake to Rttf'mpt 

to opPn thP bonP nPposi ts to commercial PXploi t.<1tion for t\-ro re.'lsons, Fir::>t, the 

probable nPt income would bP nrgligiblP. SPcond, the archf'olo.e:ical vAl UP of tho 

sites Pnd thP b0m~ deposits fE~r exce,-,n.s an~r possi bln commPrciPl "Pl ur>. 
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