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Chesaneake Piav Bald Eagle ~~ Survey - 19?2 - bY ,Taclmcn M. Abbqt.t 

The 1972 nesting season for the Bald Eagle j.n the Chesapeeke Bay region 

showed an overall 32~ in breeding pair.s success in hatching young. A total 

of 58 active nests were found, of which 47 were rechecked before any young 

could have left the nest. Of these 47, 32 (68%) were abandoned after havins 

been found Tu"ith adults ~cubating in them and 15 (32%) produced a tot.al oi' 

20 eaglets. This was 6 fewer successful nests than in 1971 whBn 21 rechecked 

active nests. (36%) produced 26 eaglets. 

Table I shows the 1972 nest survey results by state and county. Because 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service planes and pilots which support this survey 

must spend the entire month of May conducting a ·wildfo-wl survey i'!l the rdd-

. 
West, we have not been able to get a recheck flight over some nests until after 

the time that some young could !lave fledged. On 15 June we flew· ov-er two n?.st.~ 

i.n furchester County, Maryland, both of which cont.aiT1ed one black eaglet; in 

both cases, as we flew over the nest, the e;i.glet flew off! A nest in St. M2:ry 1 s 

County• Md. , which had produced one or t1m young for 5 successive years cJnd 

had an incubating adult in March and April, ·was empty about 11 :;..n. en ,!unEo 8, 

I was sure it had produced so I called JaI!les Banae~i who drives by the nest 

site twice a day to check it on his ""~a.y to and from work. Sure eno'Jgh, he 

repo~ted an 9.duJ.t and a black eaglet i".l the nr-:?st in the early mornine a.r:ci. late 

c:.ft.e'.l"nooh for the next week. 'rhey come back to the nest to roc•st overnight ~.nd 
• 

lt~ave it to go fishing, etc., by-mid-morning. 

Three nests which have produced yo1.1.:."lf; a.."lni 1 ::tlly for the past 1.1-.5 yer,r~.1 i:ere 

inactiire in 1972. One of thr1sc- is eYplainablfl becc>.ustJ of a housinf 6cvclop!'ll~;nt 

being constructed 1d thin ] fl~ - 1/2 rrdle. The other hro, hc,wev~r, are j n ares1.2 

to one member of each patr. On the other hand, we locrrt:.ed tw,J act~.ve nest. 
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sites completely new to us which the lando~mers say have been used and 

produced young annually for at least 5 years! Both produced young in 1972. 

Both of these nests are on large, private estates and are protected by the o·wnr-rs. 

Dorchester Cou.,,~ty, }fd., retains the greatest concentration of nesting 

eagles. This year we found 9 active nests in a 20-mfle long, 5 mile wide strip 

of w:i.J.d cedar and p5.ne swamp interspersed with expansive marshes, fresh water 

ponds, creeks and gnts extending from near the mouth of the Blackwater River, 

throueh the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge to the W bank of the Nanticoke 

River. Flying over this area it is easy to see why it is so attractive to 

eagles; there is hardly a..YJY siE;n o:f human act.i vity in this .entire a.rea. We 

looked at 33 eaele nests in this area which probably represent 2 to 4 a:lternate 

nests per active pair. 

about lh ?11ile apart but many pairs with only one c).lternate nest h?.ve b1,ilt. it 

in the closest big tree to their old nest •. Several pairs have built a: seconrl 

nest 5-10 feet ab:wc or below the old nest -in th;= s~me tree! vJh.y so rr1any pc:i.irs 

build ~n al tern at.~ nef>t when the old seems perfectly good is one of the eagle I s 

most intri?:Uin~ :r.trnt8ries. I have comrriented on this in earlier re1'orts but 

am. still unable to offP.r ~my solutions b~sed on fact. 

/1.lthoufh this survey is still primarily 8.cc0mpJ.:i.shed by observations frc,m 

light a:l.rcrai't, new -nest.s have been found and interesting observations at riests 

have been made by persons on the ground. F'or such assistance the writer is 

p.;ratefuJ. to the followin~ people for supplyiPg vaJ.u2.bJ e da.ta: Charle8 R. Ellis, 

Luthe.r Goldman, 11 Chip 11 Millar, Lewis Murph:r, Ja.mes B1:T1af.;.n. The c0ntinued 

support of the lT. ~.;. Bureau of Sports F'isheries and \·JD filife wi t.h plane~; and 

observations m1d da.ta have 2.J.so been submitted by Mr. W511j_c>m Jnli:m, refur.:,:e 
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m~..nager at Blackwater Na.tionc:1.l Wildlife Refuge and his assistc>...r.ts, Lar~J 

Thurman and Gu,y Willey and by Norman Holgerson, manager, B~mbay Hook & 

Prime H~ok Nationai 'Wildlife Refuges. The indefatigable Fred Scott of 

Richmond, Va., has provided all the data on eagle nests for Virginia from 

the Rappahannock River to Virginia Beach, as he has since the beginning 

of this survey. 

Anybody who finds an eagle nest, makes observations at one, or who 

may be willing to check out some nests from the ground during the 1973 

nesting season should send such data to, or contact, the writer at: 8501 

Doter Drive. Alexandria, Virginia, 22308, phone: 360-4368 • 

• 

• 
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Ia.ble I .1212... Ches;,ipeake Ba;y: Re~on Bald Ecv{le Nest Results 

State · No.Eagle Nests No 1 Active Nests -- N.Cl.! of Youn~ Produc~d: 
and Found Not Prod. 

Countv Inactj_ve Active Rechecked Aban'd Young 19?2 1971 .192.9 __ 

Delaware 
New Ca.stle 1 l 0 1 0 0 ? ? 
Kent l 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 

T)e1 I Total 2 2 0 2 0 0 ? l(+?} 

Marirland 
~I, Ann Arundel 3 2 (2?) (2?) ? 2 0 

CaJ_vert 2 1 ;1r~z/ (l?) (l?) ? 0 0 
Charles 7 6 3(+2?) 1(+2?) 1(+?) 3 2 , 
Dorch1?ster 24 9 01/ 4 5 5 4(+?) 3 
Kent 3· 1 1- (l?) (l?) ? 1 2 
Queen Anne 4 4 01/ 2 2 4 3 3 
St. Mary's r::; 2· 11/ l(+l?) (1 ?) ? 4 2 .,, 
Talbot 0 l ill (17) (l?) ? ? ? 

. Worcester 2 1 (1?} (17) ? 1 1 
Ma.ryl~d Total 51 27 9 10( +9?) 8(+97) 10(+?2 18L±ll 11(+?) 

Virrrinia 
Accomac 2 1 0 1 0 0 ? ? 
Cardline 0 l 0 0 1 1 1 '? 
Charl.es Cjty 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Essex 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 ? 
Fairfax 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Gloucester . 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 
James City 7 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Kjng George 5 3 0 2 1 1 0 0 
Kinr:i; William 3 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Lancaster 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mathews 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E::~ddier;ex ? 1 0 J. 0 0 I"\ 0 V 

Neu Kent 1 '.3 0 3 0 0 0 1 
}.f 'umbcrla.'1d 1 2 0 1 1 . 2 0 0 
Prince George 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rich"110nd 3 3 02/ 

, 2 4 2 1 .,_ 
Stafford 6 2 1- J.(+l?) (l?) ? 1 ? 
Surry 0 2 1 l(+l?) (l?) ? 0 0 
VP. B~Jach o .. l 0 1 0 0 0 0 
-:·Jestmoreland 12 lj. 0 2 2 ? 2 2 
York. ___ J i 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Yir.:rird.a Toj,al 60 ?CJ 2 2.N +??l__?( +21f J.0( +? ). __ fK±.?' BJ +u__ 

Grm:J.d, TotnJ 111 "i8 ]). . J?l±J.1.121 r.; ( +ll? 1.?Ji ( +? )_ 26 ( -t_?l_ __ ?2 ( +? )_ 

1/ Nests rechecked too late in season - younp; c:ou1d hv.ve hatched arid fJ.edrred. 

2/ it"'olj_a'::'.'e +.oo heavy to see into n0st. 
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