
SUMMARY OF SPECIES RECORDED ON BIRDING TRIP TO AU.SKA 

17 May - 22 June 1976 

Compiled by: Paul \-1. Sykes, Jr. 
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Black Oystercatcher / 
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Mongolian Plover v v 
Killdeer 
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Hairy 1ioodpecker · L I I ! / l_t_ L-1-~L .. __ J ___ } _ I t __ i __ 
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"Jhi te Hag tail I f j J · ·. I ; J J J ... · ·. 1 f ~ ! f 
Yellow Hagtail t ,/ •l l t .j_ i J J i l f J v i ! I I 
i'iater Pipit I ~ .·· i J I l .j Li. ·· i i ..i, .l J ../ i 'II i ~ ~ i 
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Indian Tree Pipit .. J .·.·· ~ i ·· .· · j ~~ l l \ \ -n 

Com. Rose Finch ../ i ·· .. ·... I 
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Gray-cr .. Rosy Finchf .; .j .. ./ } ' 7 ' -·~ 
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'Locality TotaF ' :. ' 39 44 19.: 61 18 31 65 6 61 77 53 401 34 45 17 19 46 

·.· I ... 
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___ Total number of species recorded on the trip: 190. 



LIFB BIRDS S3r~N ON ALASKA TRIP 1975 

~pecies 

Yellow-billed Loon 
Laysan Albatross 
Flesh-footed Shearwater 
Short-tailed Shearwater 
Red-faced Cormorant 

Emp~ror Goose 
Falcated Teal 

. Garganey 
Coi!lcon Pochard. 
Steller's Eider 

Spectacled Eirler 
Smew 
.Willow Ptarmigan 
Ringed Plover 
Mongolian Plover 

Rufou3-neckedSandpiper 
J,ong-toed Stint 
Greens hank 
Viood Sandpip~r 
Terek Sandpiper 

· .,> (fqw.mon Sandpiper 
· ····· ····nlack-tailed Godwit 

Slaty-backed Gull 
Ivory Gull 
Red-le.;ged' Kitth'lake 

,·,,.. " 

.Al.,utian·Tern 
Kittlitz's Murrelet 
Parakeet Auklet 
Crested Aukl~t 
Least Auklet 

¥/hiakered Auklet 
Horned Puffin 
Eye-browed Thrush 
Wheatear 
Bluethroat 

Paul W. Syk~s. Jr. 

Locality Wb~r·! Firat Seen 

Nome 
Boat, Shemya-Attu 
Westport, Wash. 
Ferry ,Sew.llrd-Kodiak 
Shemya 

Gambell 
Attu 
Shemya 
Adak 
Nome 

Gambell 
Attu 
Nome 
Gambell 
Adak 

Gambell 
Adak 
Shemya. 
Adak 

Shemya 
·Attu 
Gambell 
Gambell 
St. Paul 

Attu 
Unakvlik I-'j or:l 
Gambell 
Boat, Attu-3hemya 
Gambell 

Boat, Attu-Shemya 
Boat, Attu-~he:nya 
Attu 
Gambell 
Gambell 

Date 

3 June 
20. May 
16 May 
21 June 
18 May 

3 June 
23 May 
·28 May 
17 May 

3 June 

4 June 
26 l:tay 

2 June 
10 June 
17 May 

8 Jlln';l' 

17 ~.Iay 
H? May 
17 

18 Uay 
26 'May 
.·'.5 June 

8 J'U!l~ 

17 June 

'May 
30 ~J:a.y 

3 June 
27 !~!ay 

3 June 

27 
27 
23 

3 
5 

Life 
Bird 
Number 

~.668 
1180 
697 
699 
70? 

674 
686 
692 
682 
691. 

683 
684 
678 
690 
696 



1\rctic Warbler Wales 13 June 7)3 
Whita Wagtail Ga:nb~ll 10 Jun~ 701 
Yellow Wagtail Adak 17 !\!a.y 265 
R"d-throated Pipit Shemya 20 May . 670 

im)tAn TREE P:E?IT Gambell 10 June 700 

Brambli~g Shemya 20 May 671 
Hawfinch Attu 26 May 681 
Cot1mon Rose Finch Attu 22 May 676 
Oriental Green finch Attu 22 May 675 
Rustic Bunting Shemya '-0 !Jay 672 

Total Life Birds for the trip: 45 (44 i4 Ala:ska a!ld one in 'l.ashi:1gton) o 

North .t'l.merican Life List Total as e.nd of trip E _l,. BA P..ule3): 704 ulus 
Oriental Greenfinch to be added when it ap~ears on .\ 3.1.. List. 

Most Life Birds at one locality: 13 at Gao":>~ll 
. ' ' 

'BeBt Bird of the trip: Oriental Greenfinch .,.. 6 birds in 
at Attu - first record for· th~ in North A-c!H'ica. 

Costs per life bird: $61 .. 04 .. 

1 
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Departed Miami, Florida at 0855 on 17 May aboard Northwest Orient Flight 
70l for Chicago, arriving at 10,t5. There I took NW Flt. 77 at 1230 to 
Anchorage via Seattle, arriving at 16\15 o A number of those going on the 
Uaska trip were aboard the flight from Chicago: Paul DuMont, Larry 
Peavler, \!laudia Wilds, et al. Dave Sonneborn met me at the airport in 
Anchorage. We birded soiiie' in th8 Anchorage area dut"ing the afternoon (see 
daily accounts section). Spent the evening of 17 May as guest of Dave and 
An~y Sonneborn at their home in Anchorage following a fine dinner at the 
Black Angus Restaurant. 

Met Larry Balch and his Attour group and the Northeast Birding tour lead 
by ~avis Finch at the Anchorage Airport between 0630 and 0700 as they 
arrivod in a number of vehicles on 18 May. This group of 50 birders then 
took Reeves Aleutian Airline charter flight by Balch to Attu Islaa"',. leaving 
'' little after 0800. The direct flight to A ttu arrived a bout noon. where 
we VH3re met by .Terry Rosenband, Thede Tobish, and Lisa Oakley., ~'!he three 
h~d be8n on Attu for a couplo of weeks getting things set up for Larry's 
Attour group and birdingo As we departed the plane we were also met by 
the Coast Gua.l"dsmen from the Loran Station, CO Jeff Karonis,. XO Rod Mayward, 
and some of the men. After I got settled in the Loran Station, lttour in 
the .l!'ish Hut and Whoopie Hut, and NE Bird in a quanset hut we began to 
bird the east end of A ttu. Two of the -people (one was Elaine Rhode) took 
the for the ride and a chance to see Attu and then returned to Anchorage 
on the return flight. So 48 birders covered the area. This is by far the 
lar&;es t number of birders to visit Attu at one time and likewise the best 
coverage. Official leaders for La.rry Balch's At tour group besides himself 
~ere Dan Gibson, Thedo Tobish, B~n King, and Jerry Rosenband. Davis Finch 
was the only leader for the N.::: B irdint!, group. I was an independent not 
directly a part of either group but through the good graces of Larry Balch 
was p~rmitted to make the trip. 
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The daily accounts of what I saw, how many individuals recorded, time afield, 
localities visited, with whom I was birding, and daily species totals follow. 
The daily accounts consist of totals of each species I observed. Tally of 
iniividuals v;as continuous throuGhcut thr~ period of daily activity. Most 
fi~ur2s are actual counts, except for estimates of the most common species. 
Some of the more interesting observatiQlUl are covered: in the species accounts. 

Weather for the period on Attu is summarized in the table. I estimated the 
island was 75'?~ snow covered upon our arrival on 18 May and this had reduced 
to leas than 5~ upon our departure on 1 June. A~ Gambell there was very little 
:3now except on the mountain upon our arrival arid Troutman lake was still 
fro~en. The lake remained frozen during our stay except for a small area at 
the SE corner and a lead that opened up diagonally across the central portion. 
The pack ice had left the vicinity of Gambell prior to our arrival. 

The trip schedule: 

17 May 
1e May - 1 June 
2 June 
3-fJ June 
8 June '. 

9 June 

10 June 
11 June 

Anchorage 
Attu Island 
Nome 
GambBll, St. Lawrence Islamd 
Curlew JJake and St. Mary's on the Yukon 
River delta 
Trip by van from Anchorage to Healey and 
Mt. McKinley National Park 
McKinley National Park and return to Anchorage 
Return to Florida. 

DAILY AC:COU?ITS 

l. ~: 17 May 19!?0 (Saturday) and 18 May 1980 (Sunday) 
LDcality: Anchorage and vicinity, including Potter Maruh 
Time afield: 17th - 1700-1930, 18th - 0600-0635 
General conditions: 17th - partly cloudy, 18th - light rain 
Observers: Dave Sonneborn and Paul Sykes 

· ? • TJa te: 18 May 1980 (Sunday) 
Locality: Attu Is. - 2ish tlut, south end of Main Runway, Murder Pt., 

beach from Cusco ~ove to the Loran Sta., lower Peaceful River 
Valley 

Time afield: 1330-?200 
Obt'H:rvcrs: Paul Syl:es, Thede Tobish, et al. 
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). Date: 19 May 1980 (Monday) 
~~caiity: Attu Is. - Fish Hut, Main Runway, N~vy Town, Loaf Is. peninsula, 

Brarnbling Bluff~ ~assacre Be~ch, lower West Massacre Valley, 
east end of ~-W Runway and vicinity, Casco Cove, and Murder Pt. 
including all the pon~s. 

Time afield: 0930-2330 
Observers: Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, et al. --

4. Date: 20 May 1980 (Tuesday) 
~li ty: A ttu Is. - Fish Hut,. i3rambling Bluff, Massacre Beach, road to 

Alexai Pt., all of Alexai Pt., Navy Town. 
Tim8 afield: 0830-1900 
Observers: Bill Bouton, Nick Greene, Larry Peavler, Mack Smith, Paul Sykes 

5. 'Date: 21 May 1980 (Wednesday) 
-Locality: Attu Is.- F'ish Hut area, Navy Town, Massacre Beach, lst mile 

of road to Alexai Pt., lower West Massacre Valley, Branbling 
Bluff, east end of E-W Runway, Casco Pt., north end Casco Cove. 

Time afield: 0830-1915 
Obsurvers: Bill Bouton, Larry Peavler, Mack Smith, Paul Sykes 

6. Date:' · 22 May 1980 (Thursday) 
:Locality: Attu Is. - :!<'ish Hut, Il:ain Runway, Navy Town, Brambling Bluff, 

Mdssacre Beach, lower West Massacre Valley, lower East Massacre 
Valley~ east end E-W Runway and vicinity, Casco Cove, Murder Pt. 

Time afield: 0815-2145 
Observers: Larry Peavler and Paul Sykes 

7. Date: 23 May 1980 (Friday) 
tocality: Attu Is. - Fish Hut, Brambling Bluff, ~ower West Massacre Valley. 
Time arleld: 0900-1030 
Observers: Larry Peavler, I.1ack Srni th, Paul Sykes 
Comment: Stormy:, conditions too poor for field work all day. 

8. Date: 24 May 1980 (Saturday) 
I:'C5C'ality: Attu Is. - Brambling Bluff, Navy Town, Funny Duck Marsh, Main 

Runway, ~-W Runway, north Casco Cove, Kingfisher Creek. 
Time afield: 1300-2200 --Ob;:;ervers: Bill Bouton, John Dans"enba._)-;:er, Paul Du.1\ltont, Larry Peavler, 

Jerry Rosenband, Mack Smith, Paul Sykes, ~ ~· 

J. Date: 25 May l9t30 (Sunday) 
Locality: 1\ttu Is. -Murder Pt., Cd.sco Cove,east end E-W Runway,. Massacre 

Valley, Brambling Bluff 
Time afield: 0830-2145 
Observers: Larry Balch, Ls.rry Peavler, Paul Sykes, et ~· 
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Date: 26 May 1980 (Monday) 
Locality: Attu Isf' .. north Cas.co Cove, lower Kingfisher Creek & vicinity, 

lower West Massacre Valley, Brambling Bluff, Navy Town, Alexai 
Pt., road to Alaxai Pt., o Bluffs. 

Time afield: 0900-2200 
Observers: Larry Peavler, Paul Sykee 

~~ 27 May 1980 (Tuesday) 
Locality': Attu Is. -north Casco Cove, F!-W Runway, Barbara Pt., Main 

Runway, :&~ish H.ut, West Massacre Valley, vicinity of the Loran 
Sta., li'unny Duck Marsh, Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs, Murder Pt. 

Time afield: 0815-2045 
Observers: Larry Peavler, Paul s 

Date: 28 May 1980 (Wednesday) 
Loeality: A.ttu Is. - NE Casco Cove, Casco Pt., E-W Rumvay & vicinity, 

Casco Bluffs, Kin~fisher Creek. 
Time afield! G900-1115, 1545-1945 
Observers: N"ick Greene, Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, Claudia Wilds, 2.1. al. 

Date: 29 May 1980 (Thursday) -,. 
Local1ty: Attu Is. - Casco Bluffs, west end E...:w Runway and vicinity, Fish 

Hut and vicinity, Peaceful Valley, NE Casco Cove, base of Casco 
Pt., Barbara Pt., t~ast end E-W Runway, J;jase of Murder Pt., and 
shore from Murder Pt to east end of Krasni Pt. 

Time afield: 0830-2 
Observers: len Xing, Larry Peavler, Mack Smith, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, 

~g. 

14. Date: 30 May 1980 (Friday) 
Locality: Attu Is.- Casco Cove, Murder Pt. to Krasni Pt., Murder Pt., 

Navy Town, Drambling Bluff, West Massacre Valley. 
Time afield: 0830- 2100 
Observers: Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, et al. 

15. :Date: 31 May 1980 (Saturday) 
l.ocalitz.: Attu Is. - Ne Casco Cove, base of Casco Pt., mouth of Peaceful 

River, Barbara Pt.,east end E-W Hunway, Brambling Bluff, Murder Pt. 
Time afield: 1315-2230 · 
Observers: Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, eli al. 

16. ~; 1 June 1980 (Sunday) 
Locality: Attu Is. - Loaf Is. peninsula, Brambling Bluff, Fish Hut and 

terminal area of Main Runway. 
Time afield: 0815-0930, 1230-1430 
Observer: Paul Sykes 
Comment: Much of the morning spent ~etting ready to leave Attu .. 

17. Date: 2 June 1980 (Monday) 
Locality: Nome -along wattJrfront in town, road to Safety Lagoon bridge, 

ro':l.d up Nome Ri V\H' ~'alley for approximately 20 miles, 
Time afield: 0930-1830 
Observers: Paul Sykes, et g. 
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18. Date: 3 June 1980 (Tuesday) 
~lity: Gambell, St. Lawrence I~. - all midden sites, north shore of 

Troutman Lake, base of Sevoukuk Mt., north shore from base of 
mt. to NW Cape, old village site, and dump. 

Time afield: 1630-1930 
Ob~>ervers: Paul Sykes, et al. 

19. rate: 4 June_l980 (~ednesday) 
Locality: Gambell, St. Lawrence Is. - all mid~en sitesi village area, 

N'iJ Cape, south end Troutr.::tan Lake, plateau south of Sevoukuk Mt. 
~ime afield: 0845-2200 
Observers: Ben King, Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, et al. 

20. Date: 5 June 1980 (Thursday) 
Locality: Gambell, St. Lawrence Is. - NW Cape, Village Area, two near 

midden sites to the village, west beach from village almost 
to WN Cape, low plateau east of the large lake south of Troutman 
Lake 

Time afieldt 0945-1100, 1400-1945, 2100 - 2200 
Observers: Dan Gibson, Larry Peavler, Paul Sykes, Bob Tolles, ~ al. 

I, 

Date: 6 June 1980 (Friday) 
Locality: Gambell, St. Lawrence Is. - all midden sites, village area, 

NV! Cape, flank of Sevoukuk !H. 
Time; afield: 0850-1130, 1330-2200 
Observers: Ben King, Larry Peavler, Jerry Rosenband, Paul Sykes, ~ al. 

22. Date~: 7' June 1980 (Saturday) 
Locality: ·Gambell, St. Lawrence Is. -- all midden sites, NW Cape, village, 

flank of Sevoukuk Mt., marsh SS corner Troutman Lake, top of 
Sevoukuk Mt. 

Time afield: 1000-1130, 1330- 2300 
Observers: Eli :Slder, Ben !;:ing, !vlike Newlon, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et !!.1.• 

2;~< ~: 8 June 1980 (Sunday) 
Locality: Gambell, St. Lawrence Is. - midden sites at village, and marsh 

and pond arc:R at NV/ corner of Troutman Lake at the village 
Time afield: 0700-0810 
Observers: Larry Balch, Richard Biss, Ben King, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, 

et al. 

24. Date: 8 June 1980 (Sunday) 
Localit~: Delta area of Yukon River - Curlew Lake and St. Mary's 
Time afield: 1330- 1930 
Observers: Bill Bout on, Hom;;r S.shbav,n1 Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, Claudia 

Wildr:J 



6 

Date: 9 June 1980 (Monday) 
~1ity: Trip by van from .anchorage to Healey and .to the hotel. li\:Jf:ta of 

McKinley National Park. 
Time afield: mostly riding with se~eral sto-ps enroute 1100-1900 
Observers: Larry Balch, Paul Sykes, al. (total of 10 people). 

Date: 10 June 19BO (Tuesday) 
Locality: Mt. McKinley National Park - trip by charter bus from hotel area 

westward along main park ro.'l.d to Teklanika Campground and return. 
Most of time spent in vicinity of the campground. 

Time afield: 0630-1200 
Observers: Paul Sykes, .et .eJ..• 

.. 
LIFE BIRDS ADDED ON SPRING 1980 ALASKA TRIP 

Dusky Thrusl!, 19 Ma~ Casco Point, Attu Island • • • • • • q • 

ColiUilOll Reed Bunti~ 24 Ma~ Brambling Bluff, Attu Island • • • 

Bean Goose 

• No. 725 

• No. 726 

26 May. Lower West Mas~acre V~lley, Attu Island • . . No. 727 

White-tailed Eagle 27 May. Main Runway, Attu Island ••• . . • No. 7.28 

Gray Bunting 29 May. 1-mile west of Murder Point,. At·t.u Island No. 7'29 

· Dotterel 7 June, Sevuokuk Mountain, ~t. Lawrence Island . . . • N:o. 730 

Temminck 1 s Stint 8. .Tune, Gambell, St. Lawrence Island • .. . . • Wo. 731 

Bristle-thished Curlew 8 .Tune, Mountain at Curlew Lake • • •• No. 732 
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DAILY ACCOUNTS 

BIRDS OBSERVED IK AlJtSKA. m 1'1-<:F: SPP.ING OF 1980 BY PAUL SYKES 

Q) 
f'~"1·~ ·- .s~ ::.. b!) ,_.:;:::-, 

Locality C1l h 0) 

h Q.l Gambell, ... !\1 ,..-{ r-1~ 
0 r:l ~~ • s::: ~ ~ . 

,.I:; Attu Island 0 .r:: ·rl •r-' rj 
0 :z; St.. la'1-1rence Island 1-< • (.):,C ::-dp..., 
~ ;:j+) Ctl ~ dj ~ .. , - ::,) [/) .;!.. r-

Species Date }:ay_ Ju..1'1e 
;7/l.Q 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 h 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 -·1 J 

-
Com. Loon I I ' 3 I I ' I I 
Ye llow-bi. Loon I ' I I 
Arctic Loon I 3 1'/ " J. 
Red-throated Loon I ~ ;;. ;l j_ ~ I I 

I 

Horned Grebe I J. . 
N. Fulmar 3 I if ' 3 ~ 
Short-t. Shear-via ter ~ 

Pelagic Cormorant 7S !O H.5" 7S" ~{,0 lDO ·~$"' ;,o& ~>P "'S/) 3o J.IO )..'3) 1¥0 !7$' 75" -,s- -,s- 1511 lfo 

Red•faced Cornorant 5' ~ " ,_3 g 5' ~ t'3s' Iff' 8 
wbistling Swan fl 

Ca...T'J.ada Goose i I 
Brant 51 
Emperor Goose l ;;.. 3 12. 
I'Jhi te-fronted Goose J.. 
Bean Goose 1 I 
[Ma.llard '1 16 18 11.- q '1 '3 b u if I 10 ' lf I 
Pintail ~ "3 ~ I 3 11 ;J. i) I if /:J.. r5 ~ Sf 6 5" ' Fa.lcat.ed. ""Teal !f_ ~ tf t/ 
Green-vdnged Teal ~ /D '11 ;l.l. "3] 3" Jl-- '" 3.1 IS' ' I 'f II '3 3 ~ 3 J. 
Garg:ane:v J.$-

Blue-winged Teal I 
N_._ Shoveler /D !I I 
European Wigeon d.{ ' ;2.~ '3 " t/ lf " !) I I 
American Wigeon '! l_i. .;1 

Com .. Pochard 3:$ 3:; n I ~f. zt:: 
Canvasback I ' Greater Scaup I II I Jf 3 I I II /D 
Tufted Duck d-0 ').7 f'l-- J{, ;}.. ;l. 13 3 ,, 

' ~I II.{ 7 ~ 
Com. Goldeneye _If 

Barrow's Goldeneye Olf 
----- -------- - ----



BIRDS OBSERVED IK ALASKA IN THF SPP.ING OF 1980 BY PAUL SY.K:SS 

o<lu:: 
Q) ·- o. >:. b.D ·-l » ~ ... 

Locality C1l s... (l\ (!) 

s... Q) Gambell, ~M 
,..-{ r-1~ 

0 ~ o:<:: • 0:::: s:: ~' ..c: Attu Island 0 r;j • ..c.: •r-1 ·r-! rv 
t) z St. laHrence Island o::..:: ~p... 

,:l ;:14-J s:; c.; ~ 
-d. ~--:::· - ::_) Cf) ~ ,._, r~ 

Species Date Nay June 
::?~B 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 _5 6 7 8 8 9 ,(\ 

-'--' 

Oldsquaw ,, 
3 J /0 I 17 5 ' .;z, 

Harlequin Duck )(JO )33 ~0 10 /0 ,'3 70 /,o }.;t q~ tf3 "3! 53 I I I 
Steller 1 s Eider " 12- ~ 
Com. Eider so 3oS ~()() L/SD 'f'-D 35" ;H)O ,.JS fJ.r" "3S"b /~0 ~OIJ J'l£' ~ ~00 5 /' ll f " King Eider It? .;l~ 1-'J I 'Z- . 13 7 ; 

Spectacled Eider '3 5 IO 
Black Scoter ' tf I 
Com. HergaJl.ser ' Red-breasted Merganser 3 /0 '{ '{ 7 ~ iJ. 1 ~ 'f t.f iJ,. ;;.. Lf If 'f I 
Rough-legged HavJk I 
Golden. Eagle ;;L I 
Hhi te-tailed Eagle I I 
Harsh Havlk I I 
Gyrfalcon I 
Peregrine Falcon I 
Willow Ptarwigan I :I 
Rock Ptarmigan f 'l If Jj 7 I 3 ' ~ z /0 /1 g ~ 3 .;t 

Sandhill Crane If I~ It> '~' Ringed Plover I 
Semioalmated Plover IJ I 
Nongolian Plover :I. I I I .,.. 
Arr~rican Golden Plover 3 'I I{ 5 ·3 7 I I 3 
Black-bellied Plover ·I 
Dotterel I 
Black-tailed Godwit I I 
Hudsonian Godwit I 
Bar-tailed Godwit b ;2. I 
1.Jhimbrel d. 2. 

Bristle-thighed Curlew J 
Greenshank I I I 

- -
,_ 
l, 



BIRDS C3SERVED 11\ ALASKA IN 'I:H:r SPRING OF 1980 BY PAUL SYKES 

<\_>) :1) 
QJ 

._i';., 3~ >. M 

~ 
Cll 

Locality s... ...-i ...-i~ QJ Gambell, ~~ 
0 rl Q)~ . ~ .::s... 

..c:: Attu Island 0 ~ . .r:: ·r-i ·~ '~ 
t: z St. La-v:rence Island t)!><:: ~p... 
s:.: ;j+) != t) ~~ dj - :_)r}) ~~ 

Species Date 
1'-~ay June 

:7/1.) 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ 2~"' 26 27 28 29 30 'l.1 1 2 ~ lt 5 6 7 8 8 9 lC ;J --~ 

Lesser Yellowlegs Jf 
Solitary s~~dpiper I 
Wood Sandpiper ~) 7 6 ,, _If_ ' q 5' ,. I I I I 
Terek Sandpiper !5 "3 I 
Com. Sandpiper I I I "3 ~ 

Spotted Sandpiper 3 j 

Pol)~esian Tattler I I ;!.. I 
Wandering Tattler I I I I I I 
Ruddy Turnstone I 3 i if 7 5" 6 
N. Phalarope !5' I 3/ I ' 

, ~'} 

Red Phalarope !5 .;1. II IS' II :;.. 3 
Com. Snipe I 3 J. 3- I .;1. ~ J/ J/ J I I 
Short-bi. Da.witcher IB 
Long-bi. Dowitcher Jf 'S I 
Red Knot 3 

Semipalmated Sandpiper IJ' 
Western Sandpiper I I ,, 

' '1 '"30 Jf 
Rufous-necked Sandpipe I 5" If I " I tf 
Little Stint I 
Temminck's Stint I 

Lo_11g-toed Stint ' :J. 3 3 I I 
Least Sandpiper 3 I 
Pectoral Sandpiper I 
Sharu-tailed SandPiPer I 
Rock Sandpiper 18 J{J $" f JL{ '{ 5 If 13 , /() 11 3 s- 7 I 3 
Dun lin a. II ,;;. I I L./ ~ Jf ~ J. ,;I. I '~ "10 ~ 7~ I 
Ruff It!' I 
Pomarine Jaeger "~' II 7 
Parasitic Jaeger 3 ~ I 
~ng-tailed Jaeger ,,_ ;1.. 6 

--~---



BIRDS OBSERVED IK ALASKA n~ 'I'HF SPPING OF 1980 BY PAUL SYKES 

~(/) 
IV ~';.. B~ ~ hO 

Locality e :.-;a Ql 

ID Gambell, ....-! r-i~ 
0 ~ Q)~ . ~ ~~ 

.c: At tu Is lam 0 ~ . ..C:::·r-1 :j8 
() z St. I.a:Hrence Island ()~ ,p.. 
s:: ~'~ s::u ""~ ~~· < . :::..:>U) .......... F"-< 

Species Date :Hay June 
7/10. 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 h 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 .• '··' 

Glaucous Gull 51J I~ 1 I 
Glaucous-winged Gull ifO ~00 ;360 3tJO 'iSIJ "0 :JS'O l.!i6 [tfoo 7-70 ;..oo ;5"~ 35"0 3oo II tJ 'f) 3 ;). ., 1 : 

Herring Gull I J 3 lf I I 
1-few Gull :;s Jj() ~ '1 ,r;() /3 
Black-headed Gull ' I I I I I :3 
Bonaparte's Gull I IO 
Black-legged Kittiwake 5'' /(K;f '(J StJ ,5"' 306 

Com. Tern , 
Arcti~ .. Tern ;).O 'SS" 5 ).tf' 

Aleutian Tern d. ,g f).. ' 1/ 31 7 17 
com. Murre . I I ,; v" v' v' .; 

Thick-billed l-1urre v v' ,j v II 
Dovekie I 
Black Guillemot .t v " v 
P~geon Guillemot I { v' -/ II .,; 
harbled Murrelet ~ 
Kittlitz 1s Murrelet 5' f>.it 4 .1D /b 5"6 
Ancient 11urrelet ;J. I ~ if 
Parakeet Auklet v' v 'II tl 
Crested Auklet ' .j .; ,j I 
Least Auklet tl t/ .; I .,; 
Horned Puffin oz. 3 ,; .; t! .I 
Tufted Puffin " &,;).. 3 ,jlf f'OI 4• lfZ !IS' J7S' {:.o IS" II /()() 31 .I t(_ .; J 
Snowy Owl ;}.. I I ;;1. I 
Short-eared Owl I d. I 1 

Belted Kingfisher . I 
Alder Flycatcher I 
Violet-green Swallow /() ;1. 

Tree Swallow J.So ~> ;'$ 

Bank swallow ;zs-



BIRDS OBSERVED IK .ALJ\SKA IN THF SPR.IKG OF 1980 BY PAUL SY:t\ES 

(jj 
o(lCI) 

~-;.. 0~ >.. b.D +>q: 
Locality ~ ~ ClJ 

Q.l Gambell, :;:rn .'2 r-i ~~ 
0 r. ~~ 

S::h 
..s::: Attu Island 0 ..c:: .,.; ~~ c.> :z; st. laHrence Island ~ . t)::S.:: 
p ::l+> s::u -8 dj ::._)(!) ~~ ,_ -

Species Date 1•it:~y June 
'7/JCI 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 j h 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 J; .J.i,l 

Cliff Swallow 70 so 
Gray Jay , 
Black-billed Hagpie 8 .:Li 
Com. Raven 3 t{ /0 /0 If, :t ,, 5" IS' II ;1 I " 3 ;10 I I ~ ,_ I 3 

• 

Boreal Chickadee ~ 
Winter 1:Jren I I 
A:me ric an Robin /0 ~ '35" 7-Z... jtJ 

Eye-browed Thrush I ~ I 
Dusky Thrush I 
Varied Thrush I I ~ I 

Hemd t Thrush I 
Swainson 1s Thrush ;;.. 3 
Gray-cheeked Thrush /0 ).o ~ .J. 
"\llheatear /tiT If. 
Blue throat I~ 

Siberian Rubythroat ,;L I I 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet I 
"Vv'hi te Wagtail I I ;.. I I 
Yellow Wagtail I I I I I 3 I ~ sf I ,:). 

'\rJa ter Pipit 7 ;;. I I 
Indian Tree Pipit I 
Red-throated Pipit I I tl I 
Orange-crowned Warblel 

.. 

~ /0 5 
Yellow V.larbler y I 

Yellow-rumped Warbler /0 I I 
Northern Watertbrush I 3 3 
Wilson's Warbler 6 tf. 3 
Rusty Blackbird Jf ~ 
Brambling 6"3 3~ JIIJ. 1'1 6 5 /0 .;t I r I 
Hawfinch I 



BIRDS OBSEEVED Il\ ALASKA IN THF SPHING OF 1980 BY PAUL SYKES 

ClJ 
<>(>it!) 

~,.I ·- .s~ hJJ -~ >. 
Locality ~ s... 

ClJ Gambell, .,. Cli r-l 
0 ~ Q);z:; • c ~k 
.c: Attu Island 0 ~ . .c •ri ~~I t.l :z; S~. Lawrence Island u::.:: 
s:: :::loj.) ~~ ~~ j ~ - ::_) U) 

Species Date 
}1ay June I 

·.!7,.13 18 19 20 21 22 23 ~ ?5 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 h 5 6 7 8 8 9 10i 

Gray-crowned Rosy Fincl 'fo l't 30 i 1 l3 '1 ID ')..o 'f {&f {; 1 I 
' 

Oriental Greenfinch I ' 

Hoary Redpoll I 7 S' J.f ;;.. ~ 3 I g ~ ' 
,.,. I ~ 5 5 

Com. Redpoll 30 .;L 

Savarillah Sparrow 6 " I ;z_ oz. 
Dark-eyed Junco 'f '" I ' Tree Soo.rrow I 
White-crowned Spirrow I I I .;1 8 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 5" 
Fox SparrOi<r 4 I ~ 
Song Sparrm-; JD. I 'I ~7 t'3 I~ ~ ' II /$" "if '6 7 'I 7 q 
Lapland Longspur $Of> !{00 ~0 "3DD 3~0 ;;1.0 J.'SO "'JIIb '3!"0 3SO J-60 ~()0 ;..ro ¥d.:> /70 JJf IS'" I/-& UD 6"D 356 .s- Lj 

Snow Bunting JJ.5' 175' }.co 15"0 ;J.S"D ,-z.- I~) IS'fJ ~" UxJ f(JO i-tJO 7r" ~ &,o J.o k ,,_ 3D lbo 4 
Rustic Bunting ~/' "' 

,, ,, ,~ ;.I ~elf 

Gray Buntin~ I 
Common Reed Bunting 

''" If. '* 
TOTAL SPECIES "$J- 3(). If() 13 3/f Ill )Cr 3·1 35 I 'II '17 ;J.'/ "J(, ;1)' ~8 '7-11 SS" J,.$ "' 3' lfD 117 l't 27 iJ-3 /f 
NO. HOURS AFIElD .,. \ 'l·~ J'/.b /I}.{ /0.1$ 11.0. .L.$' (/,() .,.» J"'J.D l~.s- '·"' J'(.)( /~.~ ""'" 7..'ff 'f,D 3.6 ,.,~ r.o u.S" 11.0 ,.~ "·" ,.. ~5 

,, .;.,. 

i 



Date 

14 May 

15. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2ll 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
31 

'1 June 

Meteorological Observations - Attu Island 
Spring 

General 
Conditions 

Terr~erature ( ) 
Hax. Fd.n. 

Stomy 

Mostly clear 

Foggy 

Clear and sunny 

so 
39 

38 

52 

so 
L5 

43 

Clear and su..-my until 1800, then cloudy 56 

Complete overcast 

Stormy 

43 

42 

Stormy until 1300, then overcast; 43 
2000-2200 inte~~ttent rain, snow, & sleet 

Partly cloudy with interm:i ttent snow 
flurries 

Clear and sunny 

Completely overcast 

45 

53 

Mostly overcast in morning, interrnittent 44 
rain in afternoon and evening 

Mostly overcast, light 1900-2100 47 

36 

34 

33 

3L 

33 

34 

33 

38 

36 

34 

36 

37 

37 

Wind (knots) 
DTrecT:lon veJ.ocltiy 

hw 

E 

:N'l>J 

SE 

SF-

ESE-NE 

N 

N 

SE-l'iW 

sw 

sw-s 

fM 

>65 

5-1.5 

o-5 

10-25 

0-10 

0-15 

20-35 

35-20 

o-10 

o..;l2 

o-8 

3-1.5 

0-12 

Precip. 
(IncheS.) 

T 

1.68 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o.5o 

T 

0.09 

T 

0 

o.os 

o.l4 

Partly cloudy with intemi ttent light rain L7 38 S-SI'J 10-25 o.o.5 
Rainy until 1230, then overcast 45 37 SW 5-20 0.05 
Overcast 43 39 N 0-5 0 

Barometric 
. Pressure ~ 

(0700 to 0800) 
Iric11eE:f - Fu Hiliars 

29 ... 82 

30.01 

30.00 

30.01 

29.94 

29.57 
** 

.51 

29o71 

29.91 

)0. 

29.99 

29.66 

29.51 
29.47 
29.54 

1010 

1016.5 

1016 

1016 • .5 

lOlL 

1001,5 

** 999.7 

1006 

1013 

1021 

1015.5 

1003 

999.7 
'998.0 

1000.5 
** The low barometric pressure reading between 23 and 2L May was 28.76 inches or 974 millibars. 
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'l'he search for the Gray-headed Chickadee on the east side of Highway 3 at Healey 
on the afternoon of 9 June and on the morning of 10 June at Teklanika Campground, 
in Ht. Mckinley National Park by 25 people was not successful. Not finding this 
6ld Horld tit and missing the Ross' Gull and McKay's Bunting at Gambell were the 
only disappointments~ 

We returned to Anchorage by van from Mt. l!.cKinley National Park about 1700 hours 
on 10 June. I took NV-I Orient Flt. 28 at 0100 on 11 June for the return to the 
lower !,8, via Seattle to Chicago; then N'V'J Orient .Flt. 708 to Miami, arriving at 
?OSI1. The trip from Miami to Delray Beach by limousine got me home by midnight. 

The Alaska trip produced 8 lifers, bringing my ABA. North America list to 732. I 
also adderl. a number of birds to my Alaska list that is now at 213 species. In 
the course of the trip I met a lot of birders and renewed a number of old 
acquaintances. Overall it 1-<as a fantastic trip. I am ready to go again but 
my bank account definately isn't. I owe many thanks to Larry Balch for letting 
me tag along with his Attour group. Larry is to be congratulated on doing a 
superb job that payed off in many days of fabulous birding .. 

. . 



Species Accounts 

Red-faced Cormorant A few pairs were nesting on the old piers at 14a.ssacre Beach 
and at Navy Town. However, they were muc.h more abundant around Murder Pt. 
and west aiong the south shore of Attu. 

Bean Goose An adult was found in late morning of 26 Nay on the lake in lower part 
of West Massacre Valley, A ttu. It was seen by nearly everyone. I counted 9 
Questars and several scopes all lined up on the bird at one time. The proximal 
part of the bill was dark and the area forward of the nasal openings was orange 
with a dark tip. The head and neck were much lighter gray-brown than I had 
ex~cted. 1~he feet were bright orange; much brighter in color than the orange 
area of the bill. The remainder of the plumage was text-book. We watched it 
feeding on plants while it swam and walked along the edge of the lake. When 
we moved closer the bird flew over and landed 1n about the middle of the marsh 
east of the road crossing the lower part of the marsh. On 27 May it was seen 
flying ~bout lower ·Heat Nassacre Valley on several occasions. 

Falcated Teal Two pairs were found on Big Lake, Attu, on the evening of 27 .:tv'.ay. The 
birds l.vere seen by everyone. 'I'hese birds were present at least through 31 May. 
This is the same lake where Benton Basham, Paul Dul1ont, and I had a pair of. this 
species in May 1976.. The female Falcated 'I'eal is very similar in appearance to 
the female European \-1igeon, and at a distance or in poor light could easily be 
overlooked or misidentified. 

Gare;aney I found a female in as so cia tion with 2 males and a female Green-u-dnged 
(Eurasian race) Teal in a small wet depression about halfway out on the west 
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side of the Alexai Peninsula, Attu, on the afternoon of 20 li!Jay. Larry Peavler, 
Bill Bouton, and l'iack Srrd. th also saw tre bird at this time. It was seen the next 
day by Dan Gibson, et al. and on 22 J:1ay by Larry Balch, Guy HcCaskie_, et al.. ..In 
comparison with theGreen-wi;ng~, the Falcated female was slightly large'F"aoo the 
bill was distinctly larger. The general coloration appeared lighter than the 
female Green-vJing,; more of a blackish tone rather than brown. The top of the head 
and hind neck were, black. The supercil~ary was much whiter in coloration than t:tat 
of tt:e female Green-wing. Also, the white stripe behind and below the eye made the 
black eye line more distinct. This coupled with the white throat, made a distinct 
head pattern, quite different from female Green-wings. We flushed the bird on 
20 Hay and did not relocate it. Over the next several days when others found this 
bird it was often found with Green-vJings feeding among the kelp beds at Alexai. 

Canvasback Hhat was ei trer an imrr.a ture male or a feno.ale, Has found by Davis Finch and 
party on the lake in lower v/est Nassacre Valley, Attu, on 19 Nay. Thede Tobish, 
myself, and others saw it shortly thereafter. The long bill combined with the long. 
sloping forehead( gave the typical profile of too Canvasback) were carefully noted. 
'l'he bird was definately not a female Pochard. The bird was s~en daily at least 
through the a.m. of 2) May. 
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'i.-Jhite-tailed Eagle An immature was found by larry Balch, Barbara Hickey, and 
Jerry Rosenband about 1500 on 27 Hay soaring in the vicinity of the Loran 
Station and the Main Runway, Attu, having come from West }lassacre Valley 
past Artillery Hill. I sa~or the bird from lower West Massacre Valley above 
the ridge of Brambling Bluff and Artillery Hill as soon as word came over 
Thede Tobish 1 s radio. I watched it for several minutes and saw it disappear 
from sightas it soared upward into the clouds at 800 to 1000 feet. The shape 
of this s:r:e cie s is distinctive, and the tail appeared as if white but at the 
distance I could not be sure. Others closer to the bird confirmed a little later 
that the tail was indeed mostly white but with some bro~m in the feathers. The 
tail was relatively short and wedge shaped. '!'he wings were extremely broad right 
to their tips; ·u..e forward and rear edges of the wings appeared parallel. '!'he 
neck and head were long in proportion to the appearance of a bobbed tail. The 
-vdngs were held flat as the bird soared. I could not see any further details 
because of the distance from the bird. 

On 29 YJa.y, Larry Peavler, 1-Talter kfa.wiec. , and I watched the immature White
tailed Eagle from 1505 to 1515, whiie in Peaceful Valley, as it flew and glided 
about the lm·Jer flank of Terrible Mt. and up Peaceful Valle;yr and out of view as 
it headed througb North Pass around Bottle Cork Hill. This was a much closer 
study than on 26 May. The bill was very large, readily: seen, and about the 
color of cheddar cheese. The short wedge-shaped tail showed a lot more white 
from above than below. The underwings showed much white extending from the 
body aptos t to the tips. The broad flat wings and long ne c~ were readily apparent. 
The bird appeared to be riding the updrafts close to the mountain flank. It was 
first observed at an estimated distance of less than \-mile •. 

Hinged Plover A bird was found at the pond-marsh area at the NW corner of Troutman 
Lake at Gambell between 0700 and 0800 on S June. It was heard calling several 
times--- somewhat different from that of' the Seir.ipalmated Plover., }'lany people 
got to see it through a Questar. The broad dark band across the breast and the 
more clearly defined head pattern make this species fairly easy to separate 
from the Sernipalrnated. 

Dotterel On 7 June, Ben King, Eli Elder, }like Newlon, myself, and one other person 
whose name I don 1t recall, were walking abreast on top of Sevoukuk Mt., St. 
Lawrence Is., working northward,· when Mike, who was off to my 
left about 200-2)0 yards1 spotted a Dotterel on the ground. Jlike called to,us 
and as he d:id so the bird flew off to his left and disap:r:;eared; Mike being the 
only one to have seen it. l{e all searched in the direction it was last seen but 
did not find it. About 2000 hours we returned to where it was first seen and 
there it was in full alternate pl~ge. What a beautiful sight' We had a good 
study with binoculars and Ben 1 s scope. Ben remained in the area to keep track of 
the bird while i.he rest of us headed down the mountain to the village with the 
good nelJS as we did not know if the others could hear Ben 1 s radio message as he 
could not get any reply with repeated tries. The others got to see the bird and 
found other Dotterels later that evening in the process. It now appears there 
-vmre at least 2 pairs on the mountain. The mbi tat where we had the first bird 
is gentle sloping tundra with numerous exposed lichen covered rocks. The first 
bird was near the trail leading to the village burial site on top of Sevoukuk l"lt. 
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Black-tailed Godwi.t Richard Biss found a bird in the int~rtidal zone at the shoreward 
end of Loaf Is., Attu on 19 May. 'l'he bird, in almost full alternate plumage, was 
seen by nearly everyone. The straight bill, the bright orange neck and breast, 
heavily bar;red sides, .. broad white stripe in the wings, and tail with white base 
and broad black terminal band were readily apparent. Despite its size and bright 
color, it was difficult to locate among the marine growth until it moved. I had 
another Black-tailed Godwit on 29 May when. one flew past the front of the Lora.p sta. 

Bristle-thighed Gurlew As Bill Bouton, Homer Eschenbar, T~de Tobish, Gla.adia 
Wilds, ana I (we were the first of s groups to look for the curlew on the 
mountain that day) were starting up the south face of the central peak of the 
mountain at Curlew Lake on the afternoon of 8 June, a bird flew from the east 
side of the mountain giving its aerial 11 song11 and circled and landed about 
7S feet from me in clear view slightly upslope. It remained on the ground a. 
little less than a half minute and then flew over tbe top of the mountain and 
disappeared. Its rusty rump and base of the tail were readily seen. We then 
started down to catch the float plane that was shuttling us, 3 to S people at 
at time, betweep. Gurlew Lake and St. Mary's. Everyone in La.pry Balch 1s Attour 
group got.to see the Bristle-thighed Curlew--- 30 some people. 

Greenshank A bird was found in the marsh area at Navy To"Wn, Attu on 20 May,. I 
don't know rrho found it first. The bird was present for two days in this area, 
and was not reported on 23 May. This large shorebird with rather heavy green legs 
and salt and pepper upperparts, throat and chest, and. white belly and undertail 
coverts, was seen by everyone who visited the area. 'l'he bird was relatively 
tame and when flushed flew only a short distance before droppine into another 
part of tte marsh. In flight the white rUmp and •v11 up the lower back were 
quite strikingo Another Greenshank was seen at NE corner of Casco Cove, Attu, 
on the•afternoon of 25 }~Yo 

Terek Sandpiper An incredible ·count of 21 'I'erek Sandpipers in lower \r/est Massacre 
Valley around the shore of the lake was made on the afternoon of 2S May. Of 
the 21, I saw. 14, the other 7 havip.g flown before I arrived at the spot, delayed 
when my front bike tire ble~-1 near the dump •. Still later another Terek was found 
in the NE corner of Casco Cove in the rocks. I sa1-1 it a little after 2100.af'ter 
fixing the tire on the bike. ~:hree birds were seen at the .same' locali tyAon 26 
May and a lone bird in the nearby marsh on 2 7 Nay. in ;W" .. }fa.aJSacre Valley 

Gol!unon Sandpiper A bird was discovered by Davis Finch on 22 May at the mouth of 
the river flovdng out of East Nassacre Valley, Attu. It flew up river and by 
the time I saw the bird it had moved between }:i to ~miles. The plumage was 
similar to the basic plu.mage of our Spotted Sandpiper, but with dark legs. 
E'rom the 2 2 through 29 Nay 1 birds were found sea tt ered all over that part of 
Attu being covered. 

Polynesian Tattler Dan Gibson found one in the intertidal zone at the east end of 
the E-W Runway, Attu, in the afternoon of 22 V.~ay. It was seen by rnys~lf and others 
shortly. after it was found. 'fhe upper parts were a soft gray with fine white 
spotting on the back. The bj.rd had a light superciliary stripe. Underparts were 
vlhi te with very fine dark barring on the breast and unders.i!J.e of the tail. The 
lower belly and undertail covertsAWculate white. Legs4light in color and bill was 
dark. Bird stayed in the same gener~1 area. This species was found regularly 
along the beaches 22-29 May. 



Indian Tree Pipit Mike Tove watched as a small bird flew in off the ocean from the 
south and landed on a small sea stack at Hurder Pt. in late afternoon of 31 May. 
Dan Gibson identified the bird. Others of us arrived shortly thereafter and 
studied it as it move about. It s·pent a good bit of time in clear view in two 
tracks of an old jeep trail through the grass near the south shore of the point. 
The bird had an olive back, hind neck..li and crown with a few faint dark streaks, 
a white throat and superciliary line, and was whitish below with bold dark streaks 
on the breast and sides, and light colored legs. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Harbler A male in full breeding plumage was seen along 
the road to Alexai Pt. on 26 Hay. The bird was first found on thi 25th. This 
is probably the.western most record for this species. 

Brarr1bling There was a tremendous flight of this species on Attu this spring. We 
found tllem everywhere we went. They seem particularly fond of bluffs and sides 
of steep hills. The birds included a good mix of both sexes. I made the following 
counts: 

Date 

18 r;ay 
19 
20 

I. 

21 
22 
23 
2h 
2) 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

Number of Individuals Comment 

53 
32 

142 95% of these were found along the bluffs 

lh 
6 

on road to Alexai Pt. One flock contained 
60 birds by actual count. 

0 - did little field work because of storm 
5 

10 
2 
1 
0 
1 
1 
0 

Hawfinch I spotted the bird as it flew past the Fish Hut, .Htu, on the afternoon 
of' 18 hay shortly after our arrival on the island. Thede Tobish and others 
quickly picked the bird up in flight. The large size, heavy bill, and 
broad white stripe through the central part of the wings was readily seen. The 
bird flew off a distance, making a big loop and landed in front of the Loran Sta. 
Thede went after it. It took flight again and flew past the north flank of 
Artillery Hill and disappeared. A number o.f tre Attour group saw the bird. 
Single birds were reported several times during the remainder of our stay at Attu. 

Oriental Greenfinch A male Has fou.11d between the E-H R.ummy and Casco Cove, Attu, 
in late afternoon of 18 Hay. The bird was seen by most of the group. It was 
observed in flight and on the ground. It had a dark head, dark brown back,.dark 
olive underparts, a big splash of pright yellow in the wings, and bright yellow 
on each side the base of the dark tail. The bird was in a grassy area with a low 
rjdt=e rururing along the sfude nearest tre cove. It was apparently present the 
morning of 19 1-':..ay but was not seen after that. 
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H0ary Redpoll I found a nest with 1 neN·ly hatcbed young and 4 eggs at Gambell, 7 June. 

Lapland Longspur About 90% of the nests I found on Attu and Gambell contained 6-egg 
clutches. 

G:ra.y ·Hunting A bird was found near the beach in dense grass along a low terrace about 
*z-nri.Ie west of the base of Nurder Pt. toward Krasni Pt. about 2110 on 29 Nay by 
Thede 'I'obish and Mack Smith. Larry Peavler and I arrived within 5 minutes of the 
bird~ discoveryG The four of us studied the bird at least a dozen times over the 
next hour. Then Ben King arrived and we studied the bunting some more and we all 
got to observe the ·bird through Een's scope. The bird hopped about feeding like a 
sparrow and fed on the ground. The head, neck, and underparts were mouse gray 
VJith fine grayish streaks on the sides and across the breast. It was darker gray 
in the areas of the eyes and lares. The bill was small, pinkish, . and finch-like. 
The back was brmm with buffy streaking. The rump and upper tail coverts were 
rusty. The wings were brown with 2 faint buffy wing bars. The upper most wing 
bar was much shorter U1an the other. The tail ~ras gray-brown and showed no white. 
The bird appeared to be about the size of a Lapland Longspur, wne of which it was 
close enou&J! lor comparison.. The buntings flight was similar to that 
of a Song Sparrow. A search far the bird on the morning of 30 l"Jay by almost 
everyone "1-JO:rki.ng as a group and then by some after that did not relocate the bird,. 

Common Reed B1mting Guy EcCaskie found a female on the north side of Brambling Bluff, 
Attu, shortly after noon on 21-t Hay. It stayed in the area all afternoon, 
frequently feeding in a shallow ditch beside tre road., Everyone who tried for 
the bird saw i tg I observed the foHowing. A generally pale Emberiza, 
superfically resembling a female House Sparrow. The top of the head was brown 
,.,rith fine dark streaks, hind neck was cream colored, and the back was brown with 
distinct yellowish streaks. 'I'he rump was a light cream color 'or off white ---
much paler than the hind neck. ThP. light rump was very distinct 1-;hen the bird hopped 
about on the ground and in flight. There were fine light brown streaks on the 
sides and across the breast, small black triangles on each side of the whitish 
throat (these black triangles did not meet the light brmm streaks on the breast), 
brown auricular area 1d th light line above and another below, and mostly uruna.rked 
off white belly and undertail coverts. The bird had a pale rufous shoulder patch. *. 
'i'his was a life bird for everyone. 'l'he bunting was still present on 30 1-lay. 
During this time it stayed in the same general flat area between the bluff and 
the road. On 2h M~y we watched it feeding on some worm-like organisms in the 
ditch,.- It was photographed by many people. 

Frontal View 



Birders on Attu Island, Alaska, Spring 1980 

ATTOUR .- Fish Hut 

Larry Balch ( leader) 
4333 N. Kedvale 
Chicago, IL 60641 
312-~82-0864 

Jerry Rosenband (leader) 
9444 Kedvale 
Skokie, IL &J076 
312-676-3291 

Thede Tobish (leader) 
Box l31109 
College, AK 997o6 

Bill Bouton 
7200 Ramsdell Dr. NE 
Rockford, MI 49341 
616-874-8165 

John Danzenbaker 
123 Carol Rd. 
Linwood, NJ'b8221 
609-927-6047 

Paul DuHont 
4114 Fessenden St., lfW 
~~ashington, DC 20016 
202-363-8994 

Llob Farris 
3708 E. 45th Pl. 
Tul. sa, OK 74135 
918-743-1089 

A.rm Follis 
)690 vJashington St. 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
415-931-1313 

Jim Follis 
P.O. Box 345· 
Philo, CA 95466 
707-895-3665 

l'lick Greene 
1220 Ridge Rd. 
Hamden, CT 06517 
203-248-7480 

Jarbara Hickey 
433.3 N. Kedv.a1e 
Chicago, IL 60641 
312-282..0864 

Dee Isted 
1124 E. 9th Pl. 
Cushing, OK 74023 
91P- 225-lll22 

Allan l~ei th 
Blue l1ill Rd.. 
Hew Vernon, N'J 07976 
201-267-1669 

Walter Krawiec 
5927 N. Kenneth Ave. 
Chic~o, IL. 60646 
312-685-5296 

Jerry & Laurette Maisel 
4600 11Taleza Pl. 
'farza.na, CA 91356 
213-881-8990 

Larry Pea-vler 
5531 l''enmore Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317~297-4815 

Macklin Smi tn 
1304 Iroquois 
Ann Arbor, MI 48IOL~ 
313-995..0741 

Claudia Wilds 
3331 N Street, NW 
\~shingtan, DC 20007 
202-333-5769 

Lisa Oakley 
Box 81109 
College, AK 9970'8 

ATTOUB - Whoopie Hut 

Dan Gibson (loader) 
Box 1551 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
907-479-5291 

Ben King (leader) 
iJox 196, Planetari unt ::ita.. 
New York, NY 10024 
212-866-7923 

Hichard Biss 
2544 west Estes Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60645 
312-465-5127 

Dave Bohlen 
Illinois State Huseum 
Springfield, IL 62706 
217-782-6689 ( off'ic.e) 

Alfred Driscoll 
5343-l Broadway St. 
Eielson AFB, AK 99702 
907-377-6357 

Homer Eshbaugh 
3352 N. Kerunore Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657 
312-327-2368 

Rikki Fowler 
29 Crest view 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
907-694-2869 

Ken & Katherine Irey 
350 Bailey St. 
Safety Harbor, FL 33572 
813-726-9775 

H. !-'like Jones 
75 17th St., NE, Apt. 6 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
404-885-1381 

Roy & Na.rtha Lound 
2520 Balden St. 
11ladison, WI 53713 
608-255-JOll 

Guy l·1cCaskie 
954 Grove St. 
Imperial Beach, CA 93032 
714-423-7524 

Graham Hetson 
2301 E Street, mv 
Washington, DC 20037 
202-293-5977 

Terry Moore 
2699 'l'wiggs Circle 
:il'!ari etta, GA .30007 
404-952-5952 

Robert Ostrander 
1806 Ventura Pl. 
J<lt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
803 .. 884-1244 

(continued) 



Birders on Attu Island, Alaska, ~pring 19BO (cont.) 

AT'I'OUR - Whoopie (cont.) 

Penny 1/ennic k 
1127 S Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907 -2'(9-6268 

Don Roberson 
1141 Lighthouse Ave., Apt. 421 
Pacific Grove, CA. 93950 
40B-375-Q794 

H. Granville Smith 
142 La; Grosell.a 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
602-625-5399 

Gordan Tans 
SRA, Box 35-H 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
907-349-3176 

Bob Tolles 
15 Hea theridge 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104 
313-663-5195' 

. Ilike Tove 
Box 1625 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 
?Oh-293-9411 

NORTHEAST BIRDING 

Davis F1nch (leader) 
South Rd. 
East Kingston, NH 03827 
603-394-7658 

Elinor Elder 
504-10 Concord Downs Circle 
Aurora, OH 44202 
216-562-8337. 

Charles Gambill 
628 Sycamore Dr. 
Pickerington, OH 43147 

Edward Grearves 
4831 Keane Dr. 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
916-481-Bo67 

Edward Harper 
5151 Greenoerry Dr. 
Sacramento, CA 95841 
916-332-1305 

Carolina Lane 
869 Clifton Rd., NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

'404-378-5892 

John Rosa 
RR #4, Box 6-B 
Wauseon, OH 43567 
419-335-3586 

Oliver Scott 
5120 AlcoV<& Route, Box 16 
Casper, WY 82601 
307-234-3975 

Independents 

Rick .A.ustin (plane ride, ANC-u'U...A.NC) 
29 Crestview 
&gle River, AK 99577 
907-694-2869 

Elaine Rhode (plane ride, ANC...ATU...ANC) 
9340 Struta Ave. 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
907-344-7522 

Pau~ Sykes 
419.5 }laurice Dr. 
Delr~W Beach, FL 33445 
305-278-.5177 

Joining AT'l'OlJR at
Gambell: 

Mike & Carol Newlon, 408 'Wales St., 
Iowa City, IA 52240 

Cal & Bernie Knight, 425 Lee, St. , 
Iowa City, IA 52240 

Sto Mary 1s: 
Benton Basham, P.o. Box 5, 

Ooltewah, TN 37 363; 615-756-3836 
John Hiller 
Bill Tucker 

.! 
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:EXPENSES FOR THE AlASKA TRIP --- 15 Y.AY - 12 Ju1fE 1982 

Paul w. Sykes, Jr. 

Air Fa:res 

Round trip Yd.a!T'.i - Anchorage (N'vJ Orient Airlines) 
Round trip Anchorage - Attu (Attout charter, Reeves 

Aleutian Airlines) 
Anchorage to Kodiak (Fein Air .A.laska,) .... 
Se~ard to Anchor~ge (Alaska Aeronautical) 

Ferry Fare 

lW Tustwnena, Kodiak to Seward (Alaska !.fa.rine Highway) 

Ground 'I'ra;r1sporta tion 

Food 

Gasoline 
Bike rent.al 1 Attu 

Mess bill, Attu (19 2/3 days) 
Anchorage 0 1/3 days) 
Ferry (1 da.y) 
Se1<:ard 0/'4 day) 

Lodging 

Attu {20 days) 
Anchorage (h days) 
K~ak (1 day) 

$693.10 

1800.00 
87 .. 00 
33.65 

$2613.75 

$)$.00 

. $12 .oo 
so.oo 

$62.60 

$52.15 
Lo.oo 
s.oo 

12.00 
$169.g 

Seward (1 day) {room cost shared ·w/ferry Savaloja, !iinnesota) 

$0.00 
o.oo 
o.oo_ 

23.00 
$23.06 

~1i.sce llaneous 

Exchange bill, Attu 
Telephone calls 

GRAND TOTAL .- • • • • • • 

COST PER LIFE BI?J) (6) • • 

MEAl\ COST PER DAY (29 days) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • . .. . . . . . . . .. . . 
• • • • 

$87.10 
55.00 

$142.10 

• $2985.00 

$L97.50 • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $102.93 



I departed n. Lauderdale~ Florida, a.'t 0745 on 15 !-lay 1982,. on J;orthwest .Orient 
Fligbt if'701> ch~nged to rr~r: Flie;ht !:77 in Chl.cago, changed to :k'W Flight k$5 in 
Seattle, and arrived in Anchorage at 1600. Jim and Gai.l Baker. t:'!et tne at the 
airport and I spent t-he ever.:.ing as their·. guest. 

I met Larry Balch and the J:. ttour and vlings tours at the J ... nchora.ge Airport at 0630 
on 16 Hay. 'I'be grou--p of 1:1 birders plus myself took Reeves Aleutiar; Airline 
charter fU.ght by Balch's Attour at 070D .to Attu Island, the western most island 
in tbe chain on U. s. soil. vie arrived on· the island about 11001 where we were 
greet-ed by Jerry Rosenba."ld, Thede Tobish, ar>..d the Coast Gua..."'!i.smen .from the Loran 
St.ation. During the course of unloading the pl.E.ne I met Ltjg Robert Wilson_. 
CornrnandL'"1E Officer of the Loran Station, and "Jarrant Officer Larry Beard, the 
stati or.' s Executive Officer. I spent much of the re.-rnai.nder of the day getting· 
settled in the Loran Station, where I would be staying for the duration of my 
'Visit to Attu, and helpi,ng the A.ttow group get set liP :in the U. S. Fish and 
l--!ildlife Serv"ice building and also i£. tbe nearby old Loran ttA" ata.tion, both 
located on the southwest. shore of Casco Cove. Leaders :for A ttour were Larry Balch, · 
Noble Proctor, Thede Tobish., Jerry Rosenbarld, JfjcScklin SJrJ. th, and Terry Savaloja, 
and for Wings, Davis Finch. I was an ni.ndepe.'1dent•1 not di.rectly a p::t_rt of either 
tour group but through the kindness of Larry Balch was provided space on tbe plane > , 
at cost. A complete list of the pirders on Att.u during the spr.ng of 1982 is found . 
on paees 2 and 3. 

The results of rny daily observations are presented or. pages that follow. The 
totals for each species for each day represent those indi-viduals that I saw 
personally. I generally birded 'ki. th .the group as experience has shorm the best 
resul t..s are obtai.'i.ed with more eyes and "beaters" w.or1dr·& :l.n a eouperatjve ma..nner. 
This is particularly tr\1€\ on Attu because the island ie large •. I cou.."'l.ted and tallied 
individuals of each species as L wept along in the field and made estimates for 
larger .nmnbers of individuals .(i.e. cp.:nnorants, eiders, gulls, puffins, longspurs, 
Sno¥; Buntings). The more. int-eresting observations are covered i.D the species accounts 

\<leather data i'or A.tt.u are su..l1'1T"'.ari2-ed in 'I'able 2. For t-he first ti.."tle during the 
sp~ penoa on ~~tt.u (r..id Y.ay into early Ju."l.e) there y;as no SIUTIIi' cover at all 
in the lo\l'lands and the vegetation was at least ifl."'' t.o tbree weeks adva.'lced 
COJr4P-red 'With previous springs on the island. 

'f-rip Schedule 

15 }lay Enroute Ft. Lauderdale to Anchorage 
16 l-:ay Departed Anchoraee, arrived Attu Island 
17 l'.ay through 5 June A ttu Island 
6 Jun!!' Departed Attu Isla1::td 1 arrived Anchorage 
7-B Jun~ - Anchorage 
9 Jl:!Jc Kodiak Island 
10 .June - Ferry frar-, Kodia]c to Seward 
11 June - 2 /3-d.ay at Se¥ard., returned to Anchorage 
12 June - Enroute Anchorage to Ft. Lauderdale 



At tour 

1tichard 0. Albert 
1800 Newell S.treet 
Al ke., TX 78332 
{512) 66~-3313 

Thomas fL Albert 
c/o above 

Howard & Mary Brokaw 
2701 Montchanin Road 
Greenvi 11e, OE l9807 
(30Zj 665-8076 

Benton Basham*** 
P.O. Box 5 
Ooltewah. T~ 37363 
(6~5) 396-3458 

l'uth A. Cooper 
1!?0 S. Airport Blvd. 
BOA _503 . 

.Melbourne, fl. 32903 
{305} ]Z}-2.021 

_ \IH Ham A. ·navis . 
·--. --"1155'" W~ ;:Giaconda :way·· 

__ r£ucson,·-.A2 ·esJ·OJ4 
(602) ZSJ-2865 

· Paul -M. £gehrnd 
12 E. 67th Street 

~·Richfield, MN 55423 
( 612) .861..;1.396 . 

Kenneth V. Fink 
1203 Hueneme ~st. .... J'u 

, · San .Dl~<>. CA sznc · 
~,;,;-:':.:{ 71ltf~6-16B6 

Barbara Fox 
1015 .Roberts Valley;l\oad 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
(717) 599-5~76 

Byron Griffin 
2806 H. ft<lvarro 
Victoria~ TX 77901 
(512} 573-7572 

Al Odscoll* 
5343-A Broadway St. 
EieJson AFB, AK 99702 
{907) 377-6357 

.13IHDERS OK ATTli 1982 

John Hami J ton 
1060. Glen Oaks "81vd. 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
(213} 577-1709 

Ray Hannikman** 
440 East 260th St. 
Euclid~ UH 44132 
(216) 261-4047 

Carl 8. Haynie._ 
1345 Was.trtenaw ·Ave. 
Ann Arbor, Ml 4810-lt 
(313) 761-8913 

Doug Kraus*** 
P.O. Box 57 
Kingston, Rl 
(401) }83-5254 

Cindy Lippincott 
19814 S.E. 368th Street 
Auburn, WA 98002 
{206) 939-0135 

Alan G. Nelson 
36 Devonshire Townhouse 

. Great Fa 11 s, MT 59405 
{406) 453.,.,2998 

··Michael C~ No1and 
· 36 Trowbridge Street 
. Cambridge, HA 02138 

. ,'<{61]) 661-6602 

· . ~oger Tory Peterson 
f 12S Neck l\oad 
! ._.-. Old Lyme, CT 06371 \ 
\. ·.{2031 434:-:7800 ·. . j 

~avi~-J..-f'owe·J~~/ 
; ~·. 6634. Ml Westnedge. 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 
(616) 344-334•1 

John & Barbara Ribbl-e 
2601 LnRonde Parkway 

·Austin, TX 
(512} 452-1552 

Tim Riddell 
P .0. Box 57 
Griffin, IN 47616 
(812} 851-3702 

Phtll ips 8. Street 
"R ~n. 1 
Chester Springs~ PA't9425 
(215) 363-7776 

W. lloyd 'Strlcldand 
R.D. 7 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 
(215} 865-6007 

George F. Wagner* 
35l4q M. £dgew:rtN·-rane 
Utgleside. IL !tOOIJJ ·;"~~ 
(312) 587-6325 . 

lend all P •' Wcu·r iner~'_,· .. (6~-~~:'~~-~ 
78 langdon -Avenue "~-1-~:q:,:: :: 
Ardsley~-itudson '· NY ')6503_ .. _._ .. ·· 
{91lt) 5.91-8721 .:{~:;,·::i. 

"•'• 

Steven C.MfJson 
351 Taurus -Ave.. ;~i~ 
OaklaAd., tA. ~lf;~;~:z; 
.(4lS). ~~082 . ·.·. :,· 

:P.mil· «le.inbab: 
\~"'itS. ··::2 _ 

kunswic.k. ME 04011 

James Las fey, . --
Rt. 9 Box Slt-8 
!..anc.aster • · SC 2g720 · 

f'ri.:tz Schelder 
43Dit Belmont 
Uverpool, HY 10388 · 
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· leaders, Other Personnel 

·tarry Ba Jc.h****** 
~.lf529 Columbla Ave. 

lincolnwood., ll 60646 
{312.) 673-4295 

·oavis finch**** {Wings} 
~ RFO 13, Old Rte. 1Dl 

::_Epping, NH 03042 
- .. ·. 

. Virginia Fox~etrt ·· 
. 72 t 2 Remington HE 

Albuquerque. NK 8710'9 
~,:, ... ~·-r~05) ··· 8~-1381 .:- ::~- · · ;o·_-, · 

Noble f>roctor** 
:J,J Church Street 

· Branford, CT 06405 
'(203) 481•9'19:5 

i-"-

.· -·Jerry Rosenban:d**** 
9lf4lt Kedvale Ave. 
Skokie. fl 6GG7£ 

-~J312} 676-3291 . -~ . 
-~:.:- ·-·-

-- &cid i 1\ Smith*** 
· '-- ~uo~ 1~"1s"'·-·- .. 

·Ann Ar-bor_
3
·-·Mt lcBlDI! 

{3131 .S-'5-:0.71.!1 

·· ff"' -·-.:r~rty Sa~loja** . 
· ~"9ox''2" -.. 

?'Deerwood, HN S6"~.J44 
-•.. (2 J 8) 546-:5542 .• 

··. 

Pau 1 v. Sykes**t __ 
-4195 Maurice Dr-lve ~-

-Delray Beach, FL 33~~5 
(305} -493-8366 

3 
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. : .. -:_ .. - .. .,. - -- ~::-



Field J.ctivity 

1. Pate: 16 l-~y 1982 (Sunday) . 
LO'C'ali t't: Attu - lfest and south shores of Casco Cove 
'lirr£ af:ield: 1500 - 1600, 1800 - 2116 
Observers: }1ac Srr6. th, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish 

2. Date: 17 :Hay 1982 (Monday) . · 
'tO'C'ality: Attu --Bluffs on west side of Casco Cove, Casco Cove, east-r:est. 

rtL~way area, Murder Point, south shore west from ~~der Point 
Time afield: 0800 - 1900 
Observers: Paul Sykes, Tl:ede Tobish, ... {:!t al. 

J,. Date: 181-'JS:y 1982 (!uesday) 
LO'C."ali t;n A.ttu -- I-Iesiand north shores of Casco Cove, south end of main 

r"I.L"'l"'<t"ay, Barbara PoiJlt, fish hut to Elwood Pass, lower 'YJest Ya.ssacre 
Valley, Brambling Bluff :J Navy '!'CT"'T.. 

'r-ime afield: 0800 - 1830 
Observers: Davis Finch, Roble Proctor 1 Paul Sykes, 'l'bede Tobish, et al. 

4. Date: 19 Y;ay 1982 (Wednesday) 
roc:ality: .Attu -- West side of Casco Cove, main runway, Nav;r Toh."n1 Y.a.ssacre 

J:.each1 .first mile of road t.o ..Uex.ai Foi::rt:J East Jassacre Valley, 
lo-w-er to;est Massacre Valley 

Time afield: 0120 - 1850 
Observers: Noble. Proctor, Paul S7kes, Thecl.e 'fobish, ~ al. 

5.. Date: 20 !iay 1982 (Thursc!a.y) 
'i.:O'C'au ty: Attu - Road bike from the Loran Station to the old Lortul "A 11 

Station and t.hen to the base of the bluffs to A.lexai Point via 
run;..-ays and ~avy Towri; hiked to Alexai Point and returned, covering 
all of the point area 

Time .a.field: 0800 - 2000 
Obse:rve:rs: Davis Finch,. fJoble .Proctor, Paul Sykes, !.!:_ !'!· 

6.. Date: 21 }:i<ty 1.982 (Fri.day) . .. 
toCali ty: A ttu -- Main r-tJD.i<-:ay,. Navy '!\)ar • ., E,1"'aJ",1blir>..g Blu.ff, ~.:est ¥.a.ssacre Valley 1 : 

Elll•ood Pass, beach at JiE corner of Cesco Cove, Casco Point, 
Point · · · 

TiF:'€ afield: OBitS - J..64S, .1.800 - 203C 
Obse~ers: · Jioble Proctor, 1?aul Sykes, Thede Tobi.sh, et !!• 

7. Date : 22 1-'.ay 1982 (Saturday) 
LO'Cali ty: Attu -- Old Loran nAn Station to Barbara Point and return, sea watch 

at .Murder Poi.nt 
l'i.Jr.e afield: 0900 - 1200, 1400 - 1800 
Ob~ervers: Paul ~yk:es:J Thede. Tobish, et :!:t· 

B., Date: 2.3 Ma-y 1982 (Stmda.y) 
~ali ty: AtttJ -- Casco Cove bluffs and beach, Barbara Point, Navy Tm.'Tl, alJ 

runway areas 
Tilne afield: 0900 - 1530, 1630 - 1830 
Oose:rve:rs: Noble Proctor, Faul. Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 



9. Date: . 24 YJF,y 1982 (Monday) 
'LO'Cili ty: A ttu -- r!est Hassacre Valley, Jarn;in Pass 1 middle sector of 

o•Do:nnel Val~ey, lower Addison valley, west arm of Eol tz Bay, 
Willi atas Lake area · 

Time afield: 0900 - -2030 
Oi:.1servers: Al Driscoll, Da'\"'is Finch, Mack Smit.h, Paul Syi:es, ~ al. 

10. Date: 2$ Y..ay 1982 {'l'uesday) 
LOC'ali ty: Attu -- Peaceful Valley, South Pass at Bottlecorl: Hill.[ mouth of 

George Creek, Tenr.ac Bay, lower 'Teir.rlac Valley (first 1~ miles) 
'l'iroe afield: 0930 - 1930 
Observers: Larry Balch, Davis Finch ,Noble Proctor, Terry .S¢.valoja1 Fritz 

Scheider, Paul Sy'~~:es, Tb~e Tobish, =.!.. a:l •.. 

11. Date: 26 J.'..ay 1982 {Wednesday) 
toCali ty: Attu -- southern half of main runway, beach on !.TE shore of (>_sco 

Cove , Barbara Point 
Time afield: 0930 - 11)0 
Obse.:rv€:rs: Paul SykeS;, Thede 'I'obish1 et al. 

12.. Date: 27 Nay 1982 (Thursday) 
LOCality: Attu -- \<lest and north shore of Casco Cove, Barbara Point, west end 

of east-westrunway1 ·.area around fish··but 
Time afield: 0830 - 1130, 1300 - 1500 · 
Ooservers: Davis Finch, Noble ProCtor, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 

13. Date: 28 l'.a.y 1982 {Friday) 
!:O'Cality: Attu -- casco Cove area, Ba....~'-a Point, l""!lnW.ay areas, fish but 

and vicinity, Elwood fass, Navy- Town 
Ti:me afield: . 08)0- l8CJO, 1820 .- 1930 
OOserve:rs :. Davis Finchi Noble Proctor, Paul Sykes, Thede !obish, George 

'Wagner, et al. · 

11. Date: . 29 Yay 1982 (Sa.t~y) . 
i':Ci'Cali ty-: Att.u -- non-.~$-rdin.g day because of baa weather. Species. recorded 

were seen beU..'ee:::; the Lora:::: Station and the F'i.sh and J.:'ild.life Service 
building while riding a bike 

Titr .. e ai'ield: ---
Observer: .Paul S)'kes 

15. Date: 30 tay 1982 {Sunday) 
IOcili ty: A ttu - Casco Cove ·.and. bluf'fs, east-west rum.a;y, Barbara Point, 

sea. watch at Murder Point {for 1 hour) 
Time afield: 1200 - 1930 
Observers: Larry Balch, Davis Finch, Noble Proctor, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, 

et '21. 

16. Date: 31 May 1982 (Monday) 
LOCili tt: A ttu - Bike ride to and from the Fish and Wildlife Service building 

from the Loran Station., ea watch a.t Murder Point. 
Tiroe afield: 0815 - 08L5, 1500 - 1930 
O'oservers: Paul Buckley 11 Paul S)'kes, !!_ al. 

17. 



Time af:Leld: 0745 - 2000 
· Observers: Dav"is Finch, J~oble Proctor, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish 1 et ~· 

15. Date: 2 June 1982 {Wednesday) 
r;ocali ty: .Attu _..;. Casco Cove and blu!fs, east end of east-west ru.n.way, 

Ea:rhara Poin.t 
Tirr1e afield: 1500 - 1630 
Observers: Paul Sykes, 'l'hede Tobish, et al. 

19. Date: · 3 June 1982 (Thursday) 
LOC"ali ty: At tu -- Casco Cove and ~uffs, east end o:I' east-west ru.n:"way, 

main runway, Na'-7 'I'mm, ftran:ibling Bluff 1 West !1-.a:ssacre Valley, 
near. bluffs to Alexai Point, El'r.'Dod Pass 

Time afield: 0800 - 18uO 
Observers: Paul Egelund, Da'\-'"i.s Finch, !Joble Proctor, Mack Sm:i th, Paul 

Sykes, !!:_ a.l. 

20.. Da'te: 4 June 1982. (Friday) 
L'O'C'ii:li ty: Attu - Casco Cove and bluffs, hike to Ter:mac Valley via South 

Pass and back, SE flank of Westan Mountains abovE:. the Fish and 
Wildlife SerVice building 

Time afield: 0800 - 22GO 
Observers: Al Driecoll, Ed G~a., Davis F"ir.ch, Pa:u.l SJ'k:es, !:!. al. 

2.1. Dat-e: S June 1982 {Saturday) 
!O'Cilit.y: A ttu ..._ Casco Cove and bluf"fs, lower east flank of f..ieston 

l,o'llntai.."l'3 (5 creek systenrs, inclutling Tattler tireek and Kingfisher 
Creek), east-west rumcay area, Barbara Point 

'I'iir!e afield: 0715 - 2145 
Observers: ·Paul Egelur.iid, Davis Finch, .Noble Proctor, l·ercy Savaloja, Paul . 

Sykes, Thede 'Tobish, George Wagner, =.! ~· 

22. Date: 6 June 1982 {Sunday) 
tocili ty: non-t:·irding day; enroute Attu to Anchorage 

23. Date: 7 June 1982 (Jo)onday) 
to'Cali t.y: Anchorage _... h~st Gbester l.ag:ocn area a.11d §t; .se.c:tar .of .the 
l'iroe aJ'ield: 16)0 - · 2030 .... · .. ··.· .. · · . 
Observers: Dave Sonneborn, Paul Sykes, Jr., et !d:· 

24.. Date: 8 June 1982 . {Tuesday) 
toca:lity: Anchorage -- West Chester Lagoon area, Point Ca.mpbell area, 

Pott.er J.iarsh 
Time afield: llOO - 12301 1730 -181..6 
Observers: Paul Bu.ckley, Dave SonneborT., Paul Sykes 

25~ Date: 9 June 1982 {rlednesday) 
Loca.li ty: Kodiak Island - mouth of Bu.sldn River and vicinity, area around 

the headquarters of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 
Time afield: 0915 - 1100, 1330 - lSJC 
Observer: Paul Sykes 
teathe:r: Overcast, foggy w"'it.b eteady light rain all day, 'teJuperatures 

high LO•s and low so•s 



26. Date: 10 June 1982 (Thursday) 
LO'C'ali t.;rl .Ferry, rW j'ust.umer:a~ .!.rom· .Kodiak to .Seward (J.D-45 on J.D June ... 

0200 on 11 June) · 
Time afield: <m deck 1100 - 121.:5, 11!00 - 1500$ 1630 - 1700 
ooservers: Jon Dunn~ TerrySavaloja.., Paul Sykes, et al. 
\'leather: 8 to 10-foo't seas, Wir..d. sr: 15 - 30 rnph, overcast., light. rain most 

of the time 
Cor:tments: I was on the verge of seasickness most of the trip so I vas not 

observine continuously. Jon Dm-.n (leading a rlint:;s '!'our of 8 people) 
and 'I'erry Savaloja were observing Jnost of the period from start 
of ferry trip intil 2000. We were disapponted not. to find any 
}1ottled Petrels since cm~;i Uons were good for gadfly petrels.· 
Tlris was Jon's 4th, Terry 1s 3rd, ar.d rr:y 2nd try o:-; ti".is ferry 
and we have not yet seen the Hottled Petrel. 

27. Date: 11 June 1982 (Friday) 
LOCality: Seward -- totm area, m;o.nna., and tra5_l at foot of the mountain. 

be~~nd the Alaska Voeat~or~l Technical Center 
~...l.!".:e afield~ 0930 - 1500 {'f'erry left for Jmchorage at 1200) 
Observers: 'f'erry Savaloja and Paul Sykes 
'Weathe:r: Overcast, calm, interrni ttent light rein, temperatures in the mid 50 1 s. 

Upon my re-turn to Anc.horage from Attu on 6 June 1 I stayed with Jl.m Baker. On 1 ,~ 
:r visited the. u. s .. Fish and Wildlife Ser\rice's AlasY"...a Regional Office on 'Iudor Roa.d. 
Jim kindly showed tne around the regional .office and introduced me to many of the 
sta.f.f. 1 talked with about 15 or so people at the offic.e and reneited old acquaint.apcesi 
with Regional Director Keith Shriner a.'id Special Agent Lal"l"'j Rood> both ()f 'ilham 1 
have know from their da;ys with the Service at the Office of Endangered Species 
(Washington, D.C.) and the Bird Banding Lab (Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, 
La:urelJ )1D) 1 • respective 1y. Tna t evenine · Ji!r: Baker, several bi.J-ders that were on 
Attu., and I enjoyed .fresh caught Jr..ing Salmon at Dave Sonneborn's bouse, cooked cr.: 
a gtil.1 by: Dave and Fritz. Scheider~ The sal:r"..on a.'1d the f~s t.hat ·'<orent w:J_th .it 
were delic:i.ous -- we all gor~d ourselves. I spent that everrmg and the n~w 
as Dave's guest along with Paul Buckley. 

Dave to-o-k me to the ai:rport on the 11'Wl:'r.ing of: .9 June and 1 caught ..:Wein Air J.l.aska. ... _ 
l'.light #'lll at 0730 for Kodiak. I arrived at Kodia¥. at 08301 'Where Charles Strickland, 
refuee 1-'.anager of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 1 picked me up. I have known 
Charlie a.":d his wife Sarah since he was the Assistant Refuge ¥.a.nager at. Loxahatchee 
N ."Y; .R. at Boynton EeachJ Florida, back in 1969-1970. I spent t.he day as the 
StriekJands r guest. 'fook 'the ferry from Kodiak to Se.,..-arci on 10 June. *i'erry Savaloja 
and I shBred a roo:m in Se-ward on ll .June and bi:rdE>d for several bott""S tl:>.!!t 11\0rning 
unti1 he left 'i<'i tn a fn end for !nchora.ee at mid da>. T eaur-ht .AlAska .Aeronautical 
Flight. f.502 at 161.6 fror., Seward to Anch;ra~e 1 ~~ivi.ng a.t 173o, There wae ~ome 
beaut-iful mountain scenery o;; tbi.~ .flight. 25 the plane fJ~ at- abCI".Jt 1000 feet. 
Andy Son11r::bO'r"r: (Dave 1 s wife) kindly pickec me up at the Anchoraee !1crport and I 
-;pent a ple.as:::.nt eveninr 'i<'itfJ the Sonneboms. Dave cL-opped me at t.he airport about 
2.3.JC. 



!.t 00.30 or1 12 June I too!: :J?orthwest Dr.ient FUeht f.26 to ,c;)eattle .ar.d th~="n em to 
Crdcago, arrivine: in t.he krindy<ei ty about 12hl. ·1 hc;d a 5-hour layover 1 so larry 
Balch picked me up at the airport and !had an e!ljo:~-s-ble vi=.: :. 1-;i th b{? a.."1d ?;a.r"na.re; 
at their place in Linco1't'lvood for several hou:rs. La:rry d.rove m~" to t.he airport-
at ln.30 and I caught Delta Flight #2L9 at 171.6 for Ft. l-auderdale. I arrived 
at the lr.tuderda)e Airport at 2125 and lt"B.S m"?1. by my wife, "Toa.TJ.. 'Vie returned to 
horte s·r~eet home in Del.::'c.y Beach about 221!5. Thus ended a fabulous trip to Alaska 
where I visited a nurnber of friends and saw a lot of interesting birds and 
beautiful scenery. 

On this trip I saw 159 species of' birds i- ! Of these 6 were life birds, 
P..r1d ?0 we!'E' new state bir-ds,. . . !~y l'orth Jl_roerican life list north of Mexico 
is q;:ow at ?t12Jand my Alaska list at 233. 'I'he ne;.• life a.Tld state birds are listed 
on pagE> 9" My life and state lis.ts conforrr. 't,o all chal'lges in t.he SecO'!ld Edition 
of the AE!. Checkli ;:t. (1982} a:nd the for't,hcom.i."lg Sixth Edition of t.he .!OU Check-list 
of No:rth .A.meric2..n Birds. Tne ..:nt;i:re gnur of bird-2rs on Attu recorded llo species 
of b:l rds during our 3-'1\"-eek stay 1 of ll'bich I saw 90. To date 1 have seen 126 spec:tes 
of birds on Attu. '!'his was m~ fourth trip to the iE:landj 3 in spring and 1 in fall. 

I spent 188 hours afield birding during the 26-day period or a mean of 1.2 hours 
per d"Y· Of this, 171 hours we!"(,' spent birdinc; on Attu or a mean of 8 .. 1 hours per 
day. 



1. GreenSandpiper {Tringa ochro:pus) #738 

. Date: 18 y;.,ay 
'LOCality: Lowe:r Hert.ders:o.n Marsh, West Y.assacre Valley, A ttu Island 

2. Common Cuckoo (Cuculus canofus) #741 

Date: 5 June 
to"C'all ty: u.l'1Ilalned creek above. the Fish & Wildlife Serv-ice building 
on t.ne southeast flank of" Weston Mountains, Attu Island 

3. Orange-flanked Blu.etail (Tarsiger cyan'W"US) # 7l.L2 

Date~ 5 June 
i:'Oc'ali ty: Tattler Creek on the east flank of Weston 1-iountair..s,. 
~ 

4. Gray-spotted Flycatcher (Muscica.pa. griseisticta) #740 

Date: l June 
tO'Cili ty: unnamed creek above. t.he Fish & Wildlife Service building 
on the southeast •£lank. of Weston. &untains., Attu Island 

5~ Gray Wa.e"tail {Mataeilla :Cinerea) ,#737 

Date: 1.6 ¥.ay 
~ty: aauth. shore of Casco Cove, Attu Island 

1..ea.ch 's Storm-Petrel 
Double-crested Connorant 
Trumpeter ·Swan 
Gadwall 
Redhea.d 
Spotted Re&sha._"lk 
G.:t'-een Sandpiper 
Sur.fbird. 
Sander~ 
Co..rlev Salldpiper 

··~Cuckoo 

:Rufous Burom.ingbfrd 
·liilestern Wood-Pewee 
Stellar's Jay 
Orange-flanked Bluetail 
Gray-spotted Flycatcher 
:Bla.ck-ba.eked Wagtail 
Gray ~agtail 
Pechora Pipit 
Nort.b.ern Shrike 
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Table 1. BIROS OBSERVED IN ALASKA :tN nrr: SPRING OF 198:? BY PAUL SY'KF.0 

Q} 
i "-~ 

Locality .~·' .-- .... 

"" ~~ '?j 
_ ... •- .. ---· 1-· I'!' ~ ~-C Attu Island __ .) 

0 ·rl ~ Ill 
.c:: 't:1 ~ ~ 
() c Q} Q) 

,; .,;, . · .... I 
--~--·H-·---·¥- -~ ................. -- ;,1 ~ rx.. (!) 

Specie a Date •• ·:~!; ..• • Mny June 
.. 

H) 11 18 19 20 21 22 23 2h 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 u 5 1 8 9 10 11 
' 

v Como Loon J.. :;. I ' f ,?. I I I 
J 

Yellow-billed l.oon I I 
'v Red-throated Loon I ~ :- '-1 I - -

Red-necked Grebe ;). II -
Horned Grebe '· . 

3 
·'•I 

Northern P\llmar - 1\C'Joec -Sooty Shcarwater ;). 

Short-tailed Shearwatet ' ~5o_,oeo .·, 

Fork-tail. 8torm•Petl'*e1 
,.pO 

~ i'J - - • 
J,eqch 1 s Storm-Petrel .,:. .<,: .. I 

-·· 
Double-cr. Connorant 7' 

-.1 Pelaeic Cormor~t /() o-o 5110 560 5s'~: ,_ t)O 3oo ,~ jOO ~{) 100 5'b r;oo J.s tfO roo ~so 7>' §oo 5"o IOo f;J.) -
J Red-faced Cormorant (, I oo 100 II D ~0 S" 30 '0 . JOt> 'iO J.~ ;;a IOO 

Trumpeter Swan I 
Ctuulda Goose I '(o -J ~no~ Goose ;;.. 

~ l'!allard '{ \;I. 1-f I~· 8 3 ~ ~ I 1 .). J. 3 c. rc 3 3 /0 
---" 

G:td~all ·.· I 
J Northern Pintail 5 I 3 \0 .)... J. J. I J.f I J. .;). 

:;.f - 3~, 3"iff - .;Itf to" -Falcll.ted Teal 3 J~, 3;, "·~ .. 
Ia"' "31 -I IJreen-ldneed Teal 3 15 ~5 t~· 7 tS' 5' -g d- 3 J.. 3 3 J. IO I ;). ID 

'- f--- - '--
,_ - -

.. Eu:rasian vligeon '-1 li1- /8 tf \ .,,. ) 1!.. 'JJ.. /0 " II r3 7 g J.. "" I - -
ltf :. American Wip,eon 10 .1 

~ -
Northern Shoveler I 3 4 ,_ ,;r :z. I L--J ·-f-•. -- -

t: 

'~"· p.,.fih,..,,.. , I .~ 
~----------- ·----------~------ ------------



BtRDS OBSE11VEO IN Al.ASKA IN THE SPRING OF 1982 BY PAUL SYKF.S 

' 
___.... ·~ ... ~~'""**"' # .......... ,...,,.,.~ 4 #CAli~ 44QP4i#~JQfttftllllll(~ 

Q) 
M 

Locality nl ~"¥: "'=' 
L· 11) c '-' 
0 :8 ("j 

! Attu lsl.9-nrl .c: '-' :t 
u 0 QJ QJ 

, ... ~ :.c: r.. .• (I) 

SpeciP.s Dat~ 
May ,)Uf\0 

... 
lA 17 18 19 20 21 22 2) 21..r 25 26 27 28 29 )0 31 1 2 3 h 5 7 f\ 9 10 11 

Com. Pochard 5 16' fa" If?' lo"' /I' 
C.l\nva~back LJ. -

I Gre~.t'9r Scaup 18 J ;l. II 1o '~ fJo 01-~ tf• 

I Tufted Duck 15' IS' (, 17 3 '3 3\i ;J.. f! 

Com. Goldaneye I I I I 9 1 I .I '"' 
.;t 

~ 

Olrls_guaw 9 

ITR.rlequin Duck 15" 3S" JS'" t.O ito II IS' J.'i Jo 3 11 1>' ID so /0 .;lr;'"" 11 ;. ,.. 
Como 'Eider J.-0 bO ~S'O )bO j~~- \SO )00 150 STJ 10 ?o 7' JDO ~~ IOO IS'O /'!>l> 100 15 tfO ;tS"O 

' ' 
Kine r~ider ·I , I - - ! 

Whi te-'l--r:l.need Scoter ' I • 
\ 

~ 

Black Scoter 37 L{-o - - - -~ Smew ~~ ;l. 

tf 
...,.. - ...___ - ' P.ed-breast.ed Merganoer d- l Jb 11 :: &, Jf ;;.. I ;;... s I 3 i ~ ·-

Rough-legeed Hawk I I I 

_L - ·- -· White-tailed Eaele .:f. '3 
~ ' -·· Bald Eacle ' I 

Northern Harrier '~ I i 

Peregrine Palcon I I lf I ;1.. 

-Rock Ptarmiean ld" g '{ 7 " 3 f; s ' I Jf 7 I Lf I J.;l. I ' ,~ 

::l:mdhill Cra.ne tf 
Am. Black Oystercatcher If 
Com. Ringed Plover I 

• Semipalmnted Plover 'f 
.. 

.. 

Mnru,.nl -t ~" Pl ,, ... ,.. 3 ~- ' I 
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ill 
' M 

l.ocal:i ty rr: ~"'- "rj 
J..· q\ E: l. 

A ttu !.sland 
0 ~ ~ ..c: ~~ 
0 0 Q) <l} 

.s ~ r.~. C/) 

Species Date 
.· Ma.:y t1W'1~ . 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 2J 24 25 26 27 28 29 JO 31 1 2 3 L! 5 7 R 9 J.O . 11 .... ~ 
Lesser Golden Plover PlS I II b 3 c, 

BlRck-tailed Godwit pW· I 

Hndsonia.n God:wi t I ,.,. 

' Par-tailed Godwit l 3 3 3 ~ I 
Spotted Redshank I fll• i 

' .. 

' Cc-r'\. Grt-enahank I 

Lesser Yellowle~s ' 3' D' 

Solitary Sandpiper Ot I -, Green Sandpiper r 
Wood Sandpiper I 'f~ l1~ 71J " l't ;;1. 6' I ,.. 

" 
t 

3 ~ ... 

Com. Sandpiper J. 3 I I 
Spotted Sandpiper 5" 3 

Wanderinr- Tattler I I I 
-~ - -

Ruddy Turnstone /0 I J.. ,.. :J 
.· 

:, - - ,_ -r.. r..Red-necked Phalarope ·' 10 

Red Phalllrope ~( 
' 't 1 I -Com. Snipe 3 '2,0 I J. l 02. 

Short-bi. Do:wi tcher 'f .{' 

Surfbird S' ./ 

: Weatem Sandpiper \~) 
. 

Rufoua-necked Stint I I I I iJ.. - -, 
Temm:tnck 1s Stint ~ 

.. I I t Long-toed Stint 5 I . 3 ~ . I "'r;' .:' 

. ·Least Sandpiper 1;1.. 
. 

' <• 

~ 
'· 

J . • Rock Sandpipar 3 ~0 It> ,..() \0 'l c, rs 3 '3 ':).. ((} 8 ' ~ I 10 7 :J. ' 
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'· 

'"' 
(b 

' 
f).'l 

Lnca1i ty ~ 
,'r_ 't1 
<i\ t: ~ 

Att.u Island 
c ·rl r:;l 

;:::: "0 ~ ~ 
() c (I) c~ 

ld I • •ll!i:;.w:~:;l• .i•· ' ,. i " ' J ,; 
.. .· . ~ ~ ~ U) 

SpP-cies Dat.e 
... May ~Jun~ 

lA 17 18 19 20 21 22 2) 21; 25 26 27 28 29 )O 31 1 2 3 h 5 7 8 9 10 11 J 
Dun lin IS /0 I I .j 

Curlew SandPiPer I 
Ruff II" Ia" 

Jaeger sp. •· I 

Glllucous-winv:ed Gull 5'0 /{)0 /Oo f'SO 35~ 110 ISb )..06 J.5' 7'5" 1!> '60 JS'D 3{ 66 7'!: J.')O IOD too !S'O ,.s- JS"f> tfo /()0 . 
Slaty-bacKed Gull I - -
Mew Oull l?l> /01> ;J-7S' -
Com. Black-head. Gull ' 3 I it~~"'' -
Bonaparte's Gull - .. I I 

Black-lP.gP,ed Kittiwake t.f 1 t-8 1 '/0 ooo 
\~! J.'5' 
~ 

Arctic Tern 1 J (}.. .;.. /~ I~) -
Aleutian Tam C/.0 J.'f 11 ifB II IS' 'f*f 3 'f 7 b -
CoFI. l--Jurre :;_ 3 ~ 0 \oP -Pigeon Guillemot 1 I GO -Marbled Hurrelet !0 

.~ 

Ki ttli tz 1 B l1urrelet 

' ;;.J. -Parakeet Auklet ~ I 
Crested A.uklet J -
Whi~kered Aukl~t I 

HornP.d Puf.fin 5' tt. " ;) J.C. --J -
Tufted Puffin !c>o /00 7-f L{'J Ifo jo !')b' 

'. l 
,..$ IC>O \DO tfb 7'5' 75' lt>O· 75 /0 roo 4oo -

Como Cuckoo I -· -
Snovv Owl l ;).. ,.. I I f l I I d- I I I I 
Shol"'t-eared Owl ',. '· , 

' 
Rufous ButnlTilnP.bird 

··I--
I ~ ' 



' :FIIRDS OBSERVED IN AlASKA IN THF: SPRINO OF 1982 BY PAUL SYKE~ 

Locality 

,Jun~ 

; t /W•\.ii' ~i.,dLf ·•. . i ·.. . . . .A tt'\1 Island 
~ lilt ... tWM~'/.'' 
/l.J!·.Jtll.!')'• ,·' . ~ ' ... · 

QJ 
!)/) 
«: 
!..· 
0 
.c: 
() 

~ 

.v. 
11i .... 
-g 
!><: 

~ 
f, 
C) 

r•. 

~ 
t.. 
~ 
~ 
<ll 

Cl) 

~~~~~11 .· =t11:••••'*-• ,, ........ !4 ... . Species 

t------.;..;;.....--1,/:t,~~~ 20 21 22 23 24 ~~; 26 27 28 .:_ 30 31 1 ~ 3 b 5 ~~ ~ . 10 U 

Com. J:t~u c k er I ·- -
Alder Flyce. tcher .. _ . ·· ;2 

Western Wood-Pewee I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I if 11 
Olive-sided Flycatcher I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Viol~t-green Sr1allow I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l35'"1tob ltf 

~:: ~::~~:: I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I f ¥s-L~t:;~ 
/0 

Cliff Swallow I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ·1 I 
1 

I I I It> l.z)' 
StelJnr' a .ray 5 

Ill';~.~· 

rlack-billed Mnepie I I I I I I ~ ~=¢+¥t=l I I I I I--+-1L~· ;l. Como Raven 'f.;>o 1~- I~ 1~T -"-.YL 7 ~- __£_ 5 ' . 5"- 5" :l :~ I 
Northwestern Cro~ · ;J. 1 

Black-capped Chickadee J 
1 1 1 

j--l I I 1-L-1--J-H. 1 ~J---~1 ·. I ~-1-J-J~ · 1 1 
Winter Wren I ~ I I If I .:t I I 

American Robin ' ltp ~ 
F.:ye-browed Thrush 3 II J.. 3 _ I - _ - -- j 
Varied Thrush _ · . 10 1 

1 He!'111i t Thrush 35' 1 ;t 

Swain::Jon's Thrush 
I 

Siberian Fl.ubythroat -.;; • _ 1J" iJ.v~ td'f 

!Jranp,e-f.lanked Uluetail . . . ~ E]Z.. -·.Jj ..... 31:.·.·· .. ··· .. ·• -t 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet . - 5'. · - . • 
Gra.y-3potted Fl.yca tchcr . . - - j 1 ·.·... · · . ·. · 

1
-

,, HVtck-bncked WR.rrtnil 1 ~ (.. :J ~ -=- . ......._ -~ I 5" 1--'-1--t--1 1 · 1 
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• a W4 ae n c ·-II'IIIIJI'Hiili:U: PPI .. IMiJ - CJ) 
1".>.1 

Locality 
{11 .Y. "0 
1.· <1; !: t. 
0 B r.1 

Att.u Island ..c:': I. ~ 
C) c <ll Cl 

.;1 :..:: ~·· (1) 

Sp~ciee Date 
May ~Tunc 

·' 
lA 17 18 19 20 21 22 2) 21-l 25 26 27 28 ?.9 JO 31 1 2 3 h 5 7 5 9 10 ll 

... 
Gray Wnet.<Ul J I~ 

L 
Yellow Wagtail 3 I 3 c. I I I I 3 I 
Pechora. Pipit I ' : Olive Tree-Pipit ;;.. 3 I 3 , .;1.. 3 r 

I 

' Red-throated Pipit I (p b OJ. I 

North~rn Shrike I -· 
Orangf'l .. ·crown~d Warbler " I lo · 

Yellow rlarbler 'if '• 

,,. 
-

Ye llow-:rmnped Warbler 
~-

8 lf ~~ ·- # 

Townsend's Warbler f. 
Bla.ckpoll \o-Tfl.rbhrr I 

I -
Northern Waterthruah .;t I 

- i 
Wilson's Warbler g ;.o 1,. 
Red-w:l.need Blackbird I I --- -Rusty T:llackbird I 3 

tt~ 
~ 

Brambling l!f 
Hawfinch ~ Ia" rc?' 
Como Roaefinch I !f. If 
Pine Grosbeak Pl 

I Rm~y Finch I tf I~ 15" S' G. II J. :J.Cf !: J.. ·n ,_ 5 8 3 8 (;'). c, 
i 

I Hoary Redpoll ¥ ~ ll 'f - .......__ 
Com. Redpoll 5 /0 -

••• 

Pine Siskin Ot ~ ..C.. 
It> -••. SR.vannah Sparrow If /:;1. 

'· nnr\('-P'\Mn .Tnnf!n I 4 (., 



BIRDS ODSE.'RVED tN AiA.SKA. lN THF: SPRINO OF 1902 BY PAUL SYKES 
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' !)f) 

L<'lcali ty !'(. ~'to 

t' "'=' f.. l'li ~ .. 
At t.u Island 

0 ~ri fll .c: "1j ~~ ;.'\ 
0 c (\l (\l 

' __ : ·. - .s :..:: r. • {j) 

Species Date 
·_---.. 'Mn:'t tlu.nc 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 2) 2h 25 26 27 ?.8 29 10 31 1 2 3 h 5 7 8 9 10 11 
' " -

White-crowned Sparrow b fO 

Golden-crowned Sparrow I 
·_. 

-
Fox Sparrow 'I 5'0 3 

Lincoln's Sparrow 3 ,;l -
Song Sparrow to f;). j...J. .;t~ ~~ 11--' 15 tf I 1i ltf 15" " JD IO 37 ~1 ~'( tf IS" s 
Lapland Longspur '3 ;;o 1/>1> 300 ).O(} lt>6D _-,s-. I 5"1> 'J.)/) f)O JOO JOO y;o tfo 15'0 )'f ;JOO tft;' !;'DO 50" ;)_()() 

15 ;}.) Jfo ,.~f) t)~" (1$0 7f 3o$"" lfo 11~ '" lfr! ·~ s-o tS 5o 
·.-.· 

Snow Hunting ~-" JO 10 100 so -
Rustic Bunting 4 14 J-3 ~' .;tl 5 I r I tl' " ·. . ,,...., ¥ - :·. -
WRter Pipit. , .;... J.. q q c;l. 

:_ I I . , 
• - _...__. 

Sa.nrlerling . , i !.A:. -"' .i .v•_?- I _,_ ,_J!C_ 1·::'·,\ . ': I _, 
~ 

TOTAJ.~ SPT~CIES i}.O 41 L/1 l(r- ?J1 37 12 d-1 J{ ~1 Jr~ ,z:; '3r 11 3). 'if- "'~ 1~ ,, :)0 J:tf 3J. ''"· ):).,_ IS' 3.3 -· I -NUMBER HOURS Alt"IELD ~.s II 10.5" II·J ~~ ro,S" 1 ~.S' lh> n ;J_ 5 J0.7 os· 1-~ 5' r7.~~ I ,S' !0·1 rtf l"f.S ;. J .. 8 ;3.8 3.1 5·S _..... 
----~ 
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~ . - 1---- -
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·. 

' ' . c 
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'I'o.hle 2. MP;TF.OROLC:XHCAL OBSERVATIONS FOR ATTU tSLAND, SPRING 1982 

General Conditions 

Stormy 
Stormy, rain and sleet 
Stormy in n.m., clear in p.m. 
Partly cloudy, occ~~ional scattered 

lir,ht rain 
}!ostly c lenr 
f'Tostly c1enr 
Clear 
Ho~tly overcast 
Overcast, intP.nnittent light rllin 
Partly cloudy 
Pl'trtly cloudy 
Overcast 
Overc~st, intenni.ttent light rain 
Cl~nr 
Stormy, fogey with ~teady rain 

. Stormy, raJ.n aqun.lls 
Stormy, frequl3nt driving rdn 
Hostly cl.~r:tr 
Stonn.y 
Mostly clen.r 
Cl~fl.r 
Overcast, light r~in in p.m. 

f.'~mpe ra tu.:ro ( 0 rr) 
M~>-~Yitn. 

h3 39 
lil 39 
hJ 36 
ltll )6 

115 )6 
ul 30 
h2 28 
lth )8 
h2 35 
u7 35 
1~6 .3'7 
uJ )8 
tth 37 
1~5 )8 
b2 IJl 
h3 t,o 
ld.l hO 
h8 38 
IJ) Lo 
h.5 39 so 38 
IJJ 40 

1.-Tind 
Range~]n H."lnge in 
Dire~tion Vf;!locity (Kte) 

120 - 200 ,6 ... 54 
210 - )20 15 - IJ6 
310 ... 330 12 - 38 
310 - 020 9 - 21 

)l.tO - OhO 5 - 17 
290 - 3SO 6 - 22 
)00 - 330 10 - 20 
210 - )20 1 - 21 
2)0 - 010 12 - 2) I . 
3lt0 - )60 0 ... 29 
)00 - )60 l - 22 
2l.,o - 360 0 - 12 
.360 - 070 0 - ('0 
190 - 0)0 0 - 19 
160 - 200 8 - JB 
190 - 220 10 - 36 
200 - 230 lh - 31 
170 - 2$0 5 .. 31 
150 - 250 h - 55 
25o- :no 5 - 52 
250 - 310 5 - 36 
200 - y~o 6 - 27 

Range in 
Barometric Pr~~sure (inchP.~ 

28.7 - 29~1 
28.8 - 29.5 
29.5 - 29.9 
29.9 - )0.1 

30.1 - )0.1 
)0,0 - )0.1 
30.0 - 30.1 
29,9 - )0.0 
29.6 - 29.9 
29.6 - 29.0 
29.8 - 29.9 
29,S .. 29.0 
29.5 - 29 .. 7 
29.7 ~ )0.1 
29.6 - )0.1 
29.5 - 29.6 
29.5- 29.7 
29.7- 29~9 
79.2 - 29.9 
29.3 - 29.) 
29.5 - 29.8 
(?9.6 - n.e 

--

I\) 

..... 



Snm• Goose 20 ~'ay. 'fw birds l<e!'"e ily-i-I',.,g around the outer po:-tion of Alexai Point. 

¥..allard 1} 17 .Y.ay. Found a nest with 11 eggs in a tussock of lyrne grass {Elymus 
arenarius) e3.long the shc::'e vf South Beach. 
2j L June. A female ;1itb 5 do;my you...'-:lg was seen near the mouth of 'fem:nac River. 

?alcated Teal 1) 20 J·~y. Davis Finch us'ir..g a Questar fou:nd a ma.l.e and female 
feeding in the kelp beds o.ff the east finger of llexai Point. 
2) 21 Jl.ay, A male and 2 females were found on the ponds at Barbara Point. 
This made a total. of 5 individuals of this species as the two birds at Alexai 
Point 1r01ere still there at the same ti}!l.e tbe 3 were seen. The 3 birds at 
:Ba.rbara Point remained in that area for. the duration of our stay at Attu. 

Corn,'flor: Eider Eales of this species that we had on Attu have a dist.inct black nyn 

marking on the cr.in that is visible when the bird thro-.."5 its bead back irt 
courtship display. Hales of the species in the eastern part of North America 
do not have such a. mark. This northern Pacific bird may-possibly sorr~ day 
be considered a separate species as the mark is used in courtship. 

Smev 1) 18 ¥..ay. !. m.ale and fe."Tlale w:ere .found togeth~r on Lake Elvood in West 
1-.assa..cre Valley. 
2) 19 }~y. T'ne pair were f!.ee.n on a small pond in lienderso:o Harsh. 

w,.n.i te-tailed F:.agle 1) 25 J.l.ay. On tr.is date we found the .first e'\ridence 
or this specie.."> breedi..Tig in North Anerica outside of G:reenla.'1d., Shortly af'ter 
noon the Attour and 1-!ings bird tour groups (about .35 birders), to include in 
addition to myself, la:rr-.r Balch, Datis Finch, Noble Proctor, Jerry Rosenband, 
Terry Savaloja, Fritz Scheider, Y.ack Sn:ith, Thede Tobish1 George v.1agner, ~ al. 1 
slo--..:ly entered lower 'Iem:nac Valley walking along tbe north side to the large 
outcropping of heatily \oi'eathered .basalt forr..:ing cliffs on the north sicie of the· 
'le:iil!la.c River. '!'his is the site where Jerry P.oser .. .band.~ 'Jerry Sav·aloja, G-eorge 
wagner, et. al. bad . .flushed t .... o adult rTr>.it.e-tailed. :E:agles on 23 ~~y. About half 

-way to our destination after ... entering the·· valley, Fritz Scheider spotted an 
eagle in the air. We watched as it flew over the valley and disappeared frorr. 
view ne.ar the cliff site.. Shortly thereafter we loca'Lf>..d an eagle perched on a 
pinnacle of rock at the cliffs. As we got closer we saw a second eagle in a 
crouched position below the first bird. The second bird appeared to be on a 
nest in an incubating or broodir-e poeturt= typical of raptors. As we got closer 
we could see the second bird was in fact on a ne::t but the:- structure was not 
visible from the angle of our observat::ion., 

Just as we neared the cliff site we watched the fer...ale eagle fly off the nest. 
The J;Oale new do\!!i fron his perch on top of tl-te rock pil'.r.acle to the nest a..'1d 
stood fa:: several rninut.es beside the nest$ The roale then movec onto the nest; 
mearr .. -td.le the fer.ale perched nearby. The male did sor.£tr..:inc at the nest prior 
to settling into the incubating/brocdirJ.E posi tio:l. At the distance of our 
observation we could not tell exactly what he did.. It appeared as though he 
could have possibly turnec! an egg or eggs or just checked to see if sn-.all young 
were in proper position for brooding. However, the tir.'.e he took to do whatever 
he did seerr,ed too brief for him to have turned more than one egg, if in fact 
he did so. 



'fhede 1 Larry, Geore~, P.icmrd Alb~rt., ~'"!d I aJ!prcached to a poir. t just belO"':t. 
tbe nestinc; cliff while the rest of the group took a FJOT'e d:Lstant va:-~tc?.ge point. 
Tt1ede then. clirrJbF::d to the base of t,.\-je nest pir.rA.cle ir.. hopes of reaching the 
nest to checl: itf. contents, but the situation proved too d.angervus ,.,.-:ithou'l.; 
cliinbir..g equdpment.. At the same time Georr:e clli,bed an adjacent buttress 3C 
yard::: or so t,o the west of the nest pi..,."'lnacle in hopes of getting a view into 
the nest. I station.ed m:vself at a large rock a.bout half ... av w the tallus slope 
(about 50 yards) below the base of the nest p:tr .. nacle. Lar;y ~d Richard lt<ere 
below me at the ba.se of the ~llus slope near the river. Aft.er 'lhede deterv.Jined 
it was not feasil-:le to cli.rrsb to the nest 1 he scaled the buttress <md joined 
George. L1Lfortu .. '1ately, no one "-"aS able to see. directly into the nest,. so the · 
contents were not- deterrc.ined.on thi~""~isit t-o the Eite.. Juc.gii':>.g f:ro:r.: 'the beha¥-ior 
of the adults the nest cc::~tains e:i ther egg(s) in le<te stage o=: iilcu.bation or very 
smal.l young (I suspect the:forner). The birds wer-e really sticl:::ir...g tight at the 
nest. As soor: as we climbed do; .. 'll fro:r.1 the tallus slope one of the adults returned 
to the nest and immediately resumed the irlcut-at:i.r.r./oroodi.ne posture • 

.! t OU1' ird. ti.al approach t.o the nest site, the fE'!T;al e., Who iot-as perched on top 
of 'tine nest pirillaele, was the first t.o flush at on.r close approach. T'ne male 
on the nest. r.ti d not flush until Thede was al.Jr;ost at the base of the nest 
pinnacJe. Durine our vis:i t near the :nest both adults frequently circled over-
head just above the level of the nest and near the top of 1;.h.e .roa..in cliff. One 
bird ever:. perched on top of the nest pinnacle briefly: &"i th us d5 .. rec\.1y belo-w. 
Both 'l::ir......s perched for. brief periods on the top edge of the rr..ain cliff in clear 
>'iew just east of the nest., OccasicnaJ vocali.zat.icn.s were uttered by .the pair. 
'I'hese calls to me sounded very siTI'ilar to those of the Bald Eagle. 

I 'WI'O'I..Eo tl-e :fo!J.o·r.'i..r.Jg notes -while sitting at the large: rock beJ.o;.r the nest. 
The nest -was p-laced on top of a large flatte..TJed boulder., 'Ihe boulder ""-as 
wedged aga"nst the SE face of a vertical pin .. "'la.cle of rock a."'ld appears as if 
1 twas once part of the pinnacle but had Jracture:i and the upper end. dropped 
about L feet away fror;, the pinnacle face coming to rest at a L5 degreB angle. 
The pir..r.acle is part of a la.rgt; basalt outcroppir..g, is located at the base of 
the cliff, and i.s ir. fror.tof i.t facir.g the river. I estirr.ated the nest ;.."aS 

about 55 teet above the base of the pinna.cle.. Tf>...is is a little over t-..alf way 
up the pj..,na.cle.. From the be.se of the pir1r.acle down to the river bar.k is a 
35-d.egree ta..l.lus slope overgro;,'IJ h-ith vegetation. At the nest site, the river 
bends to the north toward the cliffs and comes almost to the base of the slope. 
·The cl;t·rs have a south aspect and are or. the north side of the valley. The. 
nest is ~1mated about 2600 meters lfl'l of the mouth of Temnac River (this distance 
1:.'2-S determined upon return to the Loran Station usir.e a 1959 USGS topvere:pl-.:ic 
-map). The nest is about. 250 feet (vertical height) above the river bed. The 
boulder upon \o<T.:ich the nest is placed is overgro-wn -..1. th grasses, mosses, and 
new grorrth of Hellebore. The nest etructure was not visible from belol>t except 
for a 7~:-ry sw.a11 part of the rim that I could see frO'!'l w.y observc.tion poir"t at 
t.be rock on the tallus slope. Thede and C"€orge coulc see :m.ore of the nest 
structure from their higher vantage point on the buttress. 



of the nest 

pinm.cle iJ: front of cHff face 

Euttress 

Tallus slope 

The nest was placed in a depression formed by the fractured face of t..iJe 
pinna.cle and the boulder. The nest structure ccnsi sted pri...~arily of d..""ied 
veeetation: stalks of cow parsni;J (Eeraclelll!. mc:xiu.re), eor:te l.•·i th the umbels 
still attached; l,ad]'fern (At.b~um ?ilix-ferr.ir.:.a) 1--ith fronds still attached 
the the rachis; and leaves of yrr:e grass (tlymus arenarius). The nest 
structure was. e.sti!::lated to. be. J feet across •. The.· nest. was well concee.led 
and so~-what sheltered from the weather. 'Ymen an adult ;..-as sit.ting crouched 
on the nest.t only the head, neck, and upper breast were visible. 

Thede, George, Larry, Noble., Paul Buck:Jey, and others took an a.ssortmer..t of 
. photogr-c.pP.s (color slides) at ~rl-ine distances and aspects tc the nest l:li te. 
Thede ha.d- tb.e closest shots, which should show part of t.he nest str-octure. 

The description of the adults is as folloYS: . ferr.ale slightly larger than the 
male (this was evident when the two were together) • The 'Wir-t;s apFeared broader 
and more square tipped than in the Bald Eagle. The tail is short, wf..i te, and 
wedge-shaped. The tail of the r.~le appeared shorter than the fer.~le or else 
the ·dark underta.il coverts extended further out on the underside L1 the tr.a.le 
than in th.e fel'Ilale. T'ne underte.il coverts are dark brown. obscurinc 11mch of 
the offii te t.;U frcr.r; belot:. The he.:;.d and neck are a very pale tal~ gradually 
gettin.g. darker O!l the neck and blendinG into the dar-ke.r brown of the body. 
!he body of this species is rouch light~r bran~ ~~ tr~t of the Bald Eagle. 
In some light and at a distance the bead ano neck appeu as a dirty or off 
uhi t.e or crearr, colored. The ld.ngs are bro\.'Il from below. Frorh above, the 
brown ":int:s show large grayish patches in the regio::1 of the \.'i.ne coverts. The 
back is Inottled fuscous.. The bill and feet are ;yellow. The flight is like 
the BaJd Fagle. 



25 

2) L June. :Ed Greaves and I climbed. the buttress ju~t \.'est of the nest so 
we could see a eros s t.he lip of the str1.1cture. Ed t,ook a nur..;.~er of p) ct-r..:res 
(cclorslides) Pdth a 500 ltill! lens -..·ith the f:'U.t'! to our backs cmd a clear vie-w 
of the nest. 'l'he nest contained one eaglet tl-..at I esti!l".eted t.o be about a 
wee:k or s:o old. The ch:id: had fluffy w}lj te dm·m. 'Yne evs ;.'C;;s black a..'J.d the 
bare s1r-ir. around the eye l\as light g;ay. ThE~ distal 3!4. of the bill was 
black, l-.'hile the base of the bill and the rictal regio!'! were yellow.. 'He 
watched as the femal'? fed the chick fish. The fish was probably dolly 
varden (Salvelinus rn.al:ma) as salmon had not ye:. E"tarted their spa~;"fling runs 
in the creeP .... <> and r~ of A.ttu at -t..~e tir.e. 'i'he fer.iale eagle -..;ould tear 
off very srr.all pieces of fish and feed it to the chick bill tc bill. ~~e 
•ratched the feeding over a period of about 30 Jr.inutes. T:be fen'.ale fed the 
crock at a relatively st-eady rate. Durin£ trii.s period the male flew in fron: 
some't!here in Ter.:nac Valley as Ed and 1 clirbed the buttress. A.s we reached 
the highest point of our climb on the but"..ress, the fer-cle finally flew from 
the nest and joined the :male perched tagh on the: cliff edge. Then both flew 
about the cliff face from ti.'l:;e to tiroe. As soor: as ••e desce.."!ded the buttress 
the fer:.ale retu.rned to the nest.. Hopefully E<i ect. c tn.l,nber of good pictures 
of the female at the nest a.rrd in flir;ht, a."id sone shots of the nest; v.i t.l-:1 the 
head of the chick visible. 

Northern Harrier 18 J.ay •. .A bro-,.;-n plw.zged bird ;.-as seen twice: flying up lower 
?eaceful Valley and again iL Henderson Y.a.rsh in ~lest !'assacre Valley. 

Fererrine Falcon u JUDe.. Judging from the- beha.¥-ior of the .re:::~le- me!"...ber of the 
pcur 1 there y,.-a.s an eyrie on the cliff lOC ya..-ds or so ·to the wes:t of the 
mouth of George Creek •. i<Je did not have the ti:re t~ locate the site. 

PJ.nged Plover 18 ¥.ay. A. bird in good. plU!"..c:.ge ;.-as seen on the beach on the NE 
shore of Casco Cove w.i th a R-.lff 1 a Rufoud-necked Stint 1 2 Jw'sangolian Plovers, 
and several Dunlins.. Tl':rOU(h a Queste.:r the absence of 'Webb~r:g between the 
toes was. apparent. ln the S,.,..Jpal.tr.att:;d Plover the v.e.bbing between the toes 
is obvious when the capecies is studied at close rc,ge. The plumage of the 
Ri..11ged was si..'l!ila.r to that of the. Ser:J.palrua ted Plover. The birci "a.s observed 
actively feed:ing on SDTile type of sn-,all invertebrate in patches of bare sand 

"scattered a:mong mats of beached kelp and other marine algae. 

Black-tailed God;.'i.t 1) 20 :May. !n adult in full breeding plumage o.-a.s seen at 
the east.ern roost of wo small ponds near the east finger of Alexai Point. We 
obe:erved the bird resti.".g, feeding, and flyir:.g about after we flushed it. In 
flight the 11:t.d. te unde~..ng and distinctive tail pa.tt.ern. were readily seen. 
2) 26 l1ay. On this date I sa'\-J a Black-tailed Godrd. t fl;y:ing past the east 
end of the east-west :"~way. 

Snotted Redshank 20 ¥.a.y. An adult in full breedir.:g plur~ge was seen at the 
western roost of two small pondE near the east fi."'lger of Alexai. Pojnt. The 
bird just sa'L on the edge of the p:md as we viewed. it. 

Cow:z~ Grf'ensha.."lk 19 Yay. Thede Tobish flus he~ a. lone bird along a Slr.all creek 
ir .. the marsh just east of the road intersection at tlJe dump irl Navy Tov.-n. It 
flushed and then landed again along a nearby creek and most of the group got 

. to see: it standing em the bank. It wa.s not seen again. 
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Grf·t:'n Sandpiper 18 Y.ay. . We flushed the biro t).;'ice in lo;.;er He..'1derson Yarsh 
t.Fie .Io¥er ~ake along the river. 'fh.is is the t.hird reco-rd of this speci.e s 
for North AJr,erica. ':'te bi.rd had wl'dte underparts ·v::itb sor:~e ::::treakjne on the 
breast~ . 'f'he entire yppe:r parts were dark; mu.ch darker tbar-" i.n the f.tood 
Sandpiper. In flight thC' ur:.derside of the wil'.£ w-as very d.a:rk~ The bill ..-as· 
dc.rk and straight. The bird was seen br 15 observe.rE:, ~ nt::luiii'I.g in add5 tior; 
to rn:vself 1 bent-on Fa.sha!n1 Paul BUckley, Davis Finch, Noble Proctor, !:.!:· al. 
'The 'tdrd fle'l-: ovf'r a ridge and was not. seen a~;air.. This was life bird No. 
738 for me. 

Sa."1de:rl:i.ng 30 Eay. A b:i.rd still in basic plu.Jnage was eeen on the sand beach 
so11th of the ncuth of Peaceful River·~..,.t E.arbara Point. This is the second 
recprd of this species for Attu (the first w"a$ a. bird seen by T"nede Tobish 
and Jerry RosenbarJ.d t'bis spring just prior to ow arrho.l or: the island). 

·.,.::estern S2r:dpiper 20 E.a:>·· A bird ir: full breedine plu:mage -was fou..11d resting arnong 
the· roch of a shal1ovr tidal pool or. the beach ne.a.r the west finger of Alexai 
Point. 'I'he sandp:i per had a rusty cap -.'i th fL11e dark streah,. rusty 
bar across the upper *'tile coverts, a small rt:tsty spot on the cht"ek, a..11d brow"!".: 
'1-dng coverts -with black centers. The back was brown -.."ith fine black streaks. 
The u.-r:;derpa.rts l-rere wrdte rd.th fine black streaks across the breal'lt and a fe'l-: 
such streaks on the sides. The bill 'lo"aS black a.."1d tapered slightly to it-s tip~ 
The bill .:as relatively long fo:r .a peep (it was at. least the leng;tJJ of the 
head -w-.idth) with a slight droop at the tip. The legs were black. This is thE' 
first Attu record.. Ittr.o.s .first seen by Davis Finch, Noble Proctor, Paul Sykes, 
and several others. 

Te!!:l'!inck' 1 s Stint 18 May. T""l'fo birds were . seer; together on the south side :;.t 
't:.ne .east end of the east-w'est ~ay and a.gain on the sand beach on the m: 
shore of Casco Cov·e. The large amoun't:. of whi t.e · on the tips of thE: outer 
rectrices were seet1. A bird was seen on 21 Y..ay at Navy 'fown and another on 
23 ~~ay near the \.'est end of the east-west r ... m.ray. 

Curlew Sandpiper 30 J.1ay. A bird in full al tel"''lE'. te pl urr.age 
sides of. the eastern end of tre east-west runway. Some 
sec'.:lnd bird but I saw only the lo!le individu::-~. This 
of the species for Att.u.. 

"'as seen alone both 
said there was a 

the first record 

Ru_ff., 18 Hay. · The bi:rd r:as s~en o:;:; the beach on thEe 1~:: sho:re of: Casco Cove .~ n a 
- r-Iat of be.ach~d kelp a."ld in the edee of' thE> stand of 1:;'7!~ grass. It l."2.S e. 

Male l>'i th a bro:clsh-blaek head....:and. rW':! o 

Slaty-backed Gull . 17 1·3-y. · The gull wes a aecond ~a:r bird that lo"2.S seen alone 
South hea.ch bet"H~en t-furder Po5.nt and Krasrd. Point. It had a dark gray back, 
wru te head, 'White ~_il .,nth a dc.rk ternrinel band' white unnerparts, and the 
uppe:r surface of the wint: with dark pri:"'taries and secondaries and. w'PJt.e coverts, 

AJ eutia.n '!err; 29 Y.ay. I watched as the t-erns. lB .. noed O!! the ground fo:r the fir:::t 
ti.T:le sl.Dc .. e our a.:rr5. val on A ttu thl s e;rine. '.!1Je bird.s we:re seen. on the [!'Ound · 
on t.h€ taxi way t.o ·. the north of the east-west :runwE.y, between the ta:ti;.ray and 
the east-west ru:nwa;y, and on the tuncra betwt:en the- antenna fj eld and the 
tari.:ay. 



Crested Auklet 3 Jur:e. .!~ lone bird was ca.rEOfulJ y studj ed in C==!S~C' GoYe. Ii 
;.-as se~n PY tr1o~t oi' i.!F- trir-df':r;:. or, Attu. 
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'dhi!::}:e:red Auklet 31 H3y •. Pau1 BuC'Y)ey found ttl<? ht!"d c1os':' :5nshore ·~-th:De on a· 
sea wa·l-·Ch at. Nurde:r Fo:i.nt durinc th<; mornins;. In ea-r}y afternoon, 
togEith~?:r' w"ith raost of: the birders on thE isJanc, ~tuc'.tied the b:irc as it 
ft>d e.J.cme t!Je edge of the rocky shorelinE at; thE poirt. It t-:z::: stu!'l:i e-.: at 
length \.r:i th binocularr, scopes, a.nd Queetan at. tirieS as close afi 50 :m€ters. 
The auk) et was sr.;a.l1 . in size, ha.d c. s!T.all reo-orange biJ 1, \o:hi te e)"e,. '1-:L:i tP 
linP over th.c: ey'?, and a dark r;rey body v.i th lir:;ht!"r gr<'.y color arounr: th"' 
reri on of the vent c The "tines 'loc'e l"e sorr,r-:'1-~ha t bro·"';::i. f'b- era y indica tir:c: :it '-'c E 

p;obab1y .ar; i!TlJ"";:..tu:re bird. This is ·"the f'irst onshore record of this apecief 
fo:: Attu. 

Como;.: CUckoo 5 June,. Thede Tobish spotted 6. gray adult about 0830 as the group 
of bircil?.rs worked their w;;.y up th~ small cenyon ;ii t.h a . crE:-ek or:· th: ~:::. fler!}: 
of 'Heston Kou.r:t.?,ins juEt above the U. s. Fi.sh and 1-Tildlife Service hu.i}diPt;. 
'I'be bird acted as if :1 t n,j eh'L h!<ve ju~.t arn ved a~ it appeared ti re.d --
flev weak) y, perched on rocks, tm !:~ 1 and the erow'1-: • ";~ ;.~ate bed u. for 30+ 
minut~.f· .as it r.Jnvsd about flyinE close: to u5 i'1 tr:e c?.::yo:n 8~=veral t:i.rw?f' c.>nd 
cat~hine insE':cts. It ap;:ear~=>d to slowly eain st.:rFr:gth 2nd fineJ.1y f'JP•' e>ut 
of t.he ca.ny-:;n ?.rirl <li sapr~a:red .ov~?r thE' ridf:e tr. th'? s:-ut.h. Sone of us climhed 
up and over the ridge. A short time. later· the bird f') e•' p2-st ~J"' c!id ef~"d r.· 
disap?et::.red,thiF. tiTri"' into the car,yon1<ih~?re it ;,,.Be; o:-Sgin::Jlyfnu':d, ;:::ur:inr 
t.he colJ.r::;e of ohc:-E-rvp.tion l note.d t}-J€ follmd .. n:: d':'t..a.:.ils. The bir~ was ~ lare~ 
CUd'O? ;,.-i th a JOn£ rotmded t.:rll arid 10n£ po:ini..eo wiD£'S. n:12 fli[ht v~at acc:i.;on .. er 
-lik(;. i·ihen :perched.t th£· winE tips :re3cf.ed to "ldthtn a c<?.ntir:.t-ter or- f'O of the 
tip of the 'tail. 'i'he prim?rief' a?fleared black. !h<> t:.;il "'""s hlE r::J.; r:h:i.te 
"'-n'i"""'' -1 ~.\,rc- "'"-t"'-r ·ed.gc. "".1.·""e h"-.:t ... ..,.~~· "',..,.4 h= .... -... ... , ... e J~:;yt-t ..,.,..,,. .,...n.,· tl"1] ....... --·- '""---- .c;;;._ ":'' _ .. ....;_ ,._.,t: _ _ __ """• J.J , _c;..t.A.,J_ .... ,. -----,------•~-- ._-_ ...... ,,. ·n ... .J ~ -~~J ,_ v.;. __ ., • ... _ > . .. , ... 

1~e..s .slender • 'l'he undt=lrpa:--ts 'l"ere white '1<;-j th very fin~;: da:rk barring, )nc lud.ine · 
the unci.ertai1 coverts. 'l'he barring O"l the unrl".?rp.a"'t~ 'l-t2S so fi!lE'· ths"~ it we:::; 
d:i.fficult t~ ~P.t?. at a distance. 'l'he 'ldng linincs ;..:ere immaculate; whit.e. J sav 
this feature quit.e y.•ell sev;ral }-ir.•eF "ltJ.E>n the b).:rd. fh~ par;t. ·fl~ 20 aJ1r1 .30 _r~.:;t. 
The presence or e..bsenc~ of o2:r:r:me on th!:: f:sather!': Jn tne car:;><'~ c: :--~~ tne::'ttloned 
by SO::!-? field [Uides as a surt> J':R"',..hod to d5.sting-,lish th,. Cor-::''"'.! Cuckoo ( Cucu};;.;. 
""'"'""""'"'! ~,.,...'r':t;.,.,., •"'-"en•;1 '""'c1 ·~"'r.····cr s"'""·m,.=+.l~"': .;.,. o~"1"';'"1rtc-<::ih"'"'- "o "''"''"" )·r. .,.~c '\....--··--.'-"'-.~ -.... -':J.r~- _·•-~ -'JJ._-J>.. "'lt--,_......V4 f!-_..,. ..... _-- w• ~l.> _.. ~·-/ -----. ... ._,_...~ __ -.., ____ _ V· _....-.··- ;..,;. ,....;.-.· .. 

?ield and is- "'~.rhus ruisleadi!":e-·------- i-:t-i~ ~-t~~~tiy a:: ir;...~a...ryci rneth% __ t.J- d.i~·tj'!'1~n_:. 
·'there two sped<?E. The eye-r:Lne o.!' .the bird ,.."" r.ao was yello•~. Tr.e bilJ "'es 

yellowish to-.:ard the base, the rene.inder bei.11e: r'l~rk. I se.w the bird perched as clo1:' 
as $0 fee>'t durine the courf'e of the observatior... Al~o~t evprvon"' had eYcel1E>nt 
stud) e~ of the bird. Tir\ s was Life Bird 'No. 7h1 f'Jr me. ~ 

Eye-hrowed 'I'hru<::h 1) 18 Y.ay. Tv.n birds were observe::l j n the vicinity of the 'Fif.h 
l-iut and a "t:trlrd "r~s found just south of Eh'""" Pass. 
c) lC/ l/:.::>'1! 1 S:"·~· ~...., U!T1nT'e"'edP"t.~r n·r.-~'"'C>'!"' Of' ll in~.:;...,...;,;;., .. ,C:: 0>' +~c:: n.<>.t1"_.·

0 
~.-< UY._ .,_ -."'""--"'ttl'"' - --· <::...,:. .. • J:" .. r..~ .,..::1 J\.J. \...l..:---~-"-• - ---'-UY.;.,...~Lit;.1-.tt.. ,_j lio-"J,_,_ ... ......,.__ ;"l.J 

were see:-" at O!':e t:i!1'1~ in uppc:r- ~-test };assacre Va.Dey. Tn add5 tior~, I knew of at 
1£a..st 2 other birds that were see:; on this date bv oth"'~ that. 1 did not. see. 
3) 20 Ji;ay. 'r"W:J tf>J"us};<=>~ were seen O!i tr..i.~ da~: 
4) 2J Y.ay. I saw 3 bird~ on tr..i.s d.E'te. 
q 2fl !r~)l. This was the last. dE.~ on whlch I recorded thi£" SJ""'Ci~s vhil"" on Att.u. 
I!! stt"i'"""a:-y1 J fi:;:ure 1 saH at least 17 indh"iduals of th:i~ species on J:.t.t.u 
late I1ay. 



· Sir>eri~n Ruhrlihl'uat J) 1 June.. 'I'he fi:r='t bird, ca mal{-,, Y.--as seen on 
at thE> ~Id Lieut village s:rte at 1-~U!"der Point. 
2) 3 Ju.rv:~. A I'IU:,'"l_e and fcr.:..ale were seen alone th!:' D$T" bluffs on the roed 
to Alex.c:l .Point.. · 
"') !:' .h·~~ P.::.u.., ""·ck1·~y· ~1 Dr~ -co1 l -~A T h""ti !> -"'i "'·'·' •. !:" .. !> .;r.. •.. ,,,_. -, ·.c~~~f-''-.·. :>, :;;;- v•'-'.ltt ~·. L ..?U --"' } F, . . ;...;::- · ..- ' <;ti;U _:. ,,.,_ ~ --'-'- u - - - · - c-•· 

on the liluffs along Ca~co Cove. 

Orange-flanked Pluetai 1 (Tarsiger eyanurus) --- llli'v! SPECIES FOP NORTH · .PJ·:ERI GA 
l) 5 JunE:. In le.'t,e aft,ernoon 'lerr~' Savaloja .:as working alone the< ridee 
above urattler11 Creek (so nan,ec by the birder::; ~cveral yeers ae;o aft~:!" a 
Gray·t.:?..iled Tattler wae found there}-..riT:ile at the S?.rr~ t.)rrJ'? ?anl Ftrelund 
and Lwere '1-:orking tlpstrearr: in the cr-'1yon (the rest of the gronp lead by 
Thede 'I'obish had just tunw~cl bac'k) when we sav. a small bird ITy past a 
waterfall ahead of us a.Dd di!:'?~ppear from view behind a rock ou~ropp:ing. 
J:..t the tirr:e -we were 200 to 300 yards up the cany~:m frDT', its t.ern-i:"'lus alone 
Casco ·J.ffs on the eas-t fla!'!k. of "r>!cst::m Kou.:'1t.ai.Tls. Paul and I cli!nbed the 
lower slope ofihs oea::iyon ;..·e.11 to get past the r:at~rfall. F'roT:l above, 'Terry-
spott-ed the unidentified bird perched in a sJT'.al1 patch of l."il1ows, 
not y-pt leafed out, about 1/.3 way up the st.eep ;..•et a11d slipper canyon wall 
on the south side about. 30 feet or ~o above the creek and about 25 feet 
upstream fror, the falls. Hybinoculars were fogged up, and it took 3 "''ip:Lnes 
with a har.kerchief before the .optics were. cle;.r enoueh for mf' to seP the bird • 

. It took several long frustrat:i nz rninutes to resolve the foggine; probl~nt~ 1 
looked at the bird very vpry carefully and called out BIJJETA.IL to Paul a!!d 
Ter17 - ... - being the first 'to identify tr..is small Eurasian thrush thai- goes by 
a differ-ent English corr..-iOD name in every book you look ii1 -- Orar-ee-flanked 
Bush-robin, Siberian Blue-tail, Red-flanked Bluetail., Si3eriP-n Bluechat, and 
so or.... The three of us studied the. bird as it actively moved about on the 
can;n:~ll lilr-a11 forae:in;:;, :f1yine about m~ short hops, and perching. The can~n 
at that. point wa:;: about 150 feet deep. Paul a...>:d I had \<'ie·,~s of the bird at 
75 feet, across the canyon and ahout 10 fe<?t above us~ I or,se!"Ved th(> foDo'\-rine 
detan:: on thebird, which appeared to be a female. The hr:ad and b?.ck were 
grsyisr.-'bro;.,'Tl.; the wines iolere bro-.m; the c:t.rin a.Dd throat wer-e whi t.e; the breast 
was a soft eray (there wa:;: no sharp de:warkation of' thf' g:ra.y; it just f>'?datec 
to 'iiTd t.e of the t:t.ro1::t and. belly region}; the tail was 1::-!'o·,;nisb 'With .;::: trace 
of blue show'...ng w-hen the feathers. were fanned sl1Eht1y; the: s:i des were light ..... . 
oranee; it. had a light eye-:rine; and the bill and eye were dark. The bird pU!'!lped 
its tail up and dO'Io.'n alrnost constant.ly, Terry ran and f'ut t.be ot.r.oers. as quickly 
as possible, · Thede Tobish, Fritz Scheider-, Hack S:.-:J.th, and John Ribblf' arrived 
in a matt.er of rr.inutes. 'l'he bird in the mea:m:tdle h'l'>::! r..oved up the c~nyon .100 
to 150 feet. The canyon curves northwe.rd at t.r>3.t point and the four were able 
to vie-w the Bluetail from ju:::t belo;.• the falls. The bird then flew up the canyon. 
and disarpeared, Others of the group arrived but the bird was not r('located 
in the canyon despite a deligent search. Ttzis is the first record of the 
?luet.a:i l for l~orth Alnerica. This lo"aS Ufe Bird No. 7L2 i or me. w'l-.a t a w2y to 
wind up ou:- last day of birdine on Attu. 

2) 5 June. About 1;.? hour~ after tile first. Bluetail was seenJ Thede 'I'obish, 
Paul B-\lckley 1 and 1 were worki..ng alone t.he ~outh b<L'lk o: 1 ower KiD£ fisher C:-9ek 
when thede spotted a second Bluetail. The three of us r~d a short stud~ of tbP. 
bird as it actively foraeed in an area o~ villows, umbels, etc. along .the two 
low parallel ridges between the north ba.rll< of t.he creek and t.he old aircraf.t 

·parking pads alone the taxiway of tfie ,.est end of the east-west runl!.-ay ~ Others 
quickly as~embled and after chasine the bird about for an hour or so ev,~ryone 
got to see it. After the others had depa:rted, Geo~ge Wli£ner, Paul Ege lu..'ld 1 

,::,"::--.~::~ /··~::\·r·:~:r:·· 
.. - :.,-;c:; ~ 



I hl•d a close leisure .study o£ the bir-.:i.. Paul .;.nd .1 r..a.~~d to tret\·<itb~r'!lO 
feet of the bird as it perched below us on thP- creek bank b a willo"~-7 in clear 
view. Tne reason J know this \Jas a second Bluetail lol'as this bird did not have 
gray across the brec.'st &.s in the first :ind:ividual. The second bird had a 
whi'te eye-r .. ~..ng, and black eye and bill. 'Ihe head a..'1d back were grayisb-bro•m 
and at certain anP:les looked almost olive. There were sor,e faint dark streaks on tt 
cro~T•, hind neck,-and back. The light orane;e on the sides of the breast 
forward of the \oiine and along the sides was similar in color to that o:' the 
ferr.ale and irrunature male P.:meri.ca..Tl Redsta::-ts. The "rings were a soft subdued 
rusty brown .. -- quite different frrm the back. 'fhe tail was dark grayish-
brown '\od. th so~1e faint blue visible wb.en the bird farmed the rectirces sliehtly. 
The blue in the tail was hard to see even at close. range. The cbjn and throat 
ot tr.d.s second bird were white .'lo."i th ash;" on each sid'$. The remainder of the 
underparts ;were wMtish, but not as white as the throat. At close range there 
were faint grayish or brotmish spots or streaks ;."idely spaced across the breast. 
This second bird also appears to h.;.ve. been a fer:-;ale. t·!i ·th just the three of 
us present 2.!'1.d not pressing the Bluets.il, it became quite tarne and allowed 
close approach. Georg(=! took 10 or r-o color slides of this second bird.. 

Red-breasted Flycatcher The only disappointment. r~<' -t-,l·Je trip was that I d:id not 
see· £Eis species. A total of three individuals, 2 females a:.r..d a maleJ were 
seen on Attu du..-r-ir...r; early .June. 
1) 2 June. George riar:ner saw a fe:rr.ale in l>.:i.llo-..-s on the no::"'th side of 'Ier:mac 
Valley about 2~ to 3 miles from. the :rr.outh of the 'rerrmac Rivt:r. No one else 
saw trris birC... 
2) L June.. l~oble Proctor watched a male fly in off Ha..ssacre Hay a.'1d land 
fo• a momP.JJt on a rock on the beach at Alexai Point a..lid then disappear. l~o one 
else saw tr.ds bird. 
3) 4 June., A fer..ale was found about 1800 along the creek on th~ SE flar.lk of 
Weston ri.otmta.ins just above .. the U. S. F:i sh and ~lildlife Service building. For 
the next 1~ hours most of the birders got to see this bird, except for the five 
of us that hiked to 'J'emnac Valley that day and George Wagner. Between 2000 and 
2200 hours Al Driscoll, Davis Finch, Ed Greaves, George Wagner, r:yself 1 and 
others searched the area. and nearby sites but were unable to locate the bird. 
A· thorough search the next morning also produced neera.ti ve results. 

Gray-spott.ed Fl;fCat.cher 1) l Jtme. Paul f...gelund discovered the .first bird alonE' 
'tbe creeK ou.t.he S!: flank of 1-.Jeston Hountai..ns above the U. s. Fish and 'Vlildlife 
building about 0830. Almost everyone got to see the birdc ~.;e sa"' it. about 4 
times, once quite well as it perched on "top of a st.eel !ence post !acing us in 
good light. This l<'2.S Life Bird No. 7LO for me. A second bird ;..-as fotmd along 
the bluffs of Casco Cove. }zy description ('lo.ri tten in the field at the time) of 
the second bird is as follows: grayish head, gray appeared almost like a cap; 
grayish-brow-n back,; bro\o."'l l."i.U£S i.'ithout 1odn.gbars; 'W'lderpa::-ts ashy ;,.tith lines 
of distinct dark spots on the chin, tr..roat, and across the breast and along 
the sides; t.ril bro"~ot'n like l.-i.D£5j eye dark; and no eye-tir:g. We •atched tbe 
bird as it captured insects by flyca.tct.d...""lg. !I:m:lediately upon landing on a 
perch it. woulc flick its tail and win~s. That day a third individual 
was seen near t..l-.le west end of the east-wes't run;."ay. 
2) 2 t1une. Ap~ently the same individual ;;as seen on U"ds date at the se.rne 
locality along the bluffs of Casco Cove. 
3) 3 June. One: bird 'k-as seen at the old rock quarry site on the bluffs a!' 

. Casco Cove and three were found in the canyons of the near bluffs on the road 
to Alev..i Point. One o! these .birds had white behind tre eye, like part of 
iQcom.plete eye-rinc;, faint streaks on the throat a.nd breast, and a faint 
'h'J.Ilt:bdr. . •·· 
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h) 1 June. · l'he bird "-~.!': still· present at the o.ld> rock quarry site on tbe 
bluffs of Cc.sco Cove. 
5) S June. l saw a tote.l o.:: 5 Gray-spotted Flycatchers on tr.is date. 
Jn su.rr:rr..ary I saw at least 10 individual Gray-spotted Fl:ca'tchers on Attu, 
and the entire birding: group must have r..ad at least 13. 

Black-backed Ka.gta.i 1 
the species on 

I sa;; a r...a.Y.imurr. of 6 individuals on 17 Kay and recorded 
6 days between 16 and 28 l·lay. 

Gray -,;agt.ail 1} 16 J.ay. A bird .. ;as fo;md feeding on a rocky bee.ch on tbe south 
snore o:f Casco Cove. The n;:n>er.par~ y,:ere r;ray, rurr.p bright yellow, sides. 
a.'1d fla:r.tks yello·..:, u..••1dertail~ coverts "bright yellow, white line above the eye, 
gray throat wi tb a fe.,.; black feathers indiVitin an im..'"Uature l'l..ale, and the 
·t.ail aui te lon::- and black o."'ith \-:hi te outer re(t:h1 ces. The:o bird apnea red to be shy. 
l studied it o;er a. period of 15 minutes as it kept flushing alon~i the beach. 
It pumped its tail frequently. This r:as life Bird No~ 737 for me. 
2) 19 ¥.ay. ~ .. n adult :tr.ale wa.s studied for a f.OOd wr..il~ durinE the afternoon 
as it foraged and res""...ed a.mong the boulders and stonn-stra..'1ded poles and. logs 
along the beach of the first mile of road to Alexa) Point. 

Pechora Fipi t 1) 19 Hay. The bird was seen in the lyme grass a long the upper edge 
o! the beach in Navy 'I o-.m just north of tbe Coast Guard storage shed. It had 
a ~rm bn...ff;r "'"-ash on i..he sides; .. "'ith narrC¥.1. aark streaks. Orl the back 2 crea.rr; 
colored stripes were very prorr.inent as t{ley each had a dark stripe on each side. 
The back wa.s rusty to huffy a:n.-:3 the outer tail feathers werf: buify. The 2 
narrcr~ w:l.ngb.G..-s~ l.e.gs:- and bill were light in color. It bad a black :ma.rk a"., 
t.he lcrwer p-art of the malar region.. T"ne bird skulked in the grasses. I ha.C 
three excellent vie~s of it on tJ:e ground. The bird did not call although 
the group J~Wst have flushed it at least )0 tires. All t.he birders on Att.u 
got ~o see this bird. 
2) . 1Jun.e. A bird of t..lUs species was seen severo.l times on the north 
of :Big La.l(e by Noble Proctor, Thede '.lobish1 r.:yEelf 1 a..'1d otre r-s. 
3) A third Pechor-a was seen dur.L.1lg our stay on _; ttu in the run""!!Y area by 
Thede Tob:ish, et al. I did not see this bird and do not J..:no-..7 the date it •ras 
seen or other demls. 

Haw.finch l) 18 l1ay. 'Tvo b:i ro~ f1€rw past the group on the north side of Eendersor, 
harsh. and disappeared on or over Hogback Ridge. 
2) 28 .t~ay. George r-.:agner and 1 found a male i.n Elwood Pass on t:be lower east 
flank of Terrible ?-fountain. George c&lled in by radio and 33 people finally 
saw the bird. We >r"atched for almost 2 hours as the bird JDO:ved over the base 
of the rrrourrtaii-.. 'h'e had excellent views of it on the v-ound .feeding, perched 
in willows not yet rith leaves, on dead cow parsnip stems, si'tting on the rocks, 
a.."'"ld ll'.a..tly times flying. The finch h&.d a large conical bill, a black cb.in and 
throat patch, black w.ingF ;.ti th a broad central wr.J.it.e stripe, a chestnut back, 
short black rounded tail ;..-1 tb large whi t.e spots around the r:argir.. Ir. fligh":
the tail 'lo.'aS flared and appeared rounded. Wnen perched it bobbed the tail from 
time to time • 
.3) 3 June. Noble Proctor~ Paul Egelu.T')d, and I :had a JC.ale perched in a. ··"illo'iL 
in clear view callir'€ along the road on the north sitie of upper ·rJest P..assacre 
Valley. The call note sounded sird.la:r t.o the chiP note of' the Cardinal but 
,;as slightly harder. A short titrl€ lE.U;r, while Paul and I were checkine a 
srr.a.n ca.TJyon nearby, J;oble sao: a !er.:.ale near the Jna.le. 



Con:iT:on Rose.finch 1) 31lay. .A feit..ale. was studied as it fed. 0::1 the ground 
near the old Lor;:.r:: . ttt.. tt·· Statiot:. ir. la:te afternoon., The finch was olive
green above writl: indistinct dark streaks. 'Ihe U."lde:rparts · .. 1ere: grayish 
with f~e st:--e::ks on th.e breast. 'Ihere 'Fe:re also fine. streaks on the 
cro;.;n. It had 2 narrov.' light wirxgbars 1 the upper being quite short. The 
bill and legs .were grayi.sh-horr:l.. The bird was studied ss close a!" 15 feet. 
2) 3 Jwte. A felTale was see at the near bluffs on the road to Alexai 
Foint byJ~oble Proctor., Paul Egelu.'lci, and I. 

Hoary Redpoll 1) 21 J,'iay. A nest li.ne:d with feathers was fo~nd in a SJnall willow 
in a st.and of willo-..zs in upper v~ st Hassacre Valley. No eges bad been layed 
in tbe nest. A check of the nest or:r-,?L l1ay revealed h eg2s. They had a base 
color of light greer~sb-blue ~~th fine nu.~£rous reddish~bro~~ spots. 

Song: Sparro•' 18 !~. 'Two adult.s 1 each at a diffe:rer;t locality, were seen carrying 
i'ood iL their bills, indicating nests w-:ith your;e on tha't, date. 
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Jon Dunn (California), Lisa Oakley (Hashington), Thede Tobish (Alaska and Pennsylvania), 
JL"Tl Varda.Ir.an (Mississippi), and I (Florida) birded the Hassacre Eay area of Attu Island, 
Alaska, from 13 through 27 September i979. Thede and Lisa also l-rorked the area 6-12 
September, but their results for that week are not included here. During part of the 
second week our group was joined at times by Dave :f.1cCargo (Colorado), v1ho came to. Attu 
for 3 weeks to hike, camp, take in the sights, and do some leisure birding (in contrast 
to our more serious effort). 

Comments on selected species are presented below. Species recorded for the trip are 
given in .the general summary and in the day to day accounts (plus the day in Anchorage) 
'l'he daily accounts list the number of individuals of each species observed.. He recorded 
63'species for the 15-day period on Attu and 29 species for the day at Anchorage •. 
Localities listed in the daily accounts are shown on the accompanying map • 

. '! .· . . . .i .. . . ' ' . . . .·.· ' .· . .·. .· 

I On this trip I add-ed 3 life birds --- Polynesian Tattler (N"o~ 718), Siberian · 
, Rubythroat (No. 726), and Middendorff' s. Grasshopper- Warbler (No. 719). It v:as 
·\· a. most su.ccessful tr .. ip. .Tim added 4- lifers, but I don•t call how many .Ton, 

L1.sa, and Thede had. · · · 
. . . 

tve stayed at the .A.ir Force • s Fish Hut, a renovated vTorld 0\-lar II quonset hut used by 
Air F'orce personnel at Shemya Island for lodging while fishing on Attu •. 'l'his isby 
far the best accomodation available on Attu, excepting of course the U. S. Coast Guard 
Loran Station,. The Loran Stat.ion is not available to most birders visiting Attu •. ··· Ou.r 
lodging and. meals were provided through the good graces of Larry Balch. Larry has an 
agreement with the Air Force for use of the Fish Hut .. _Thede and Lisa did an outstandinl 
job of preparing.our meals. 

. . ' . 
The general appearance of Attu in the f'allwas quite a contrast to l<~hen I visited the 
island 21-27. Y.tay 1976,with :Penton Basharn and Paul DuHont. In MaY·. the vegetation was 
brown and matted doim, ifnot still covered <nth ice and snow, but in mid September, 
it had had the benefit of .the full gro~ving season and in most places was a lush green, 
with many of the plants still in flower. During our stay the vegetation began to brown 
up rapidly with the onset of colder t~TLperatures. This was most apparent at the higher 
elevations .. 

In the more sheltered areas along the creeks, bases of the bluffs, ravines:,- etc .. the 
vegetation ranged from knee to head high and was a mixture of grasses, sedges, rushes, 
annual forbes, and a species of vdllow (Salixsp.). '!'he latter was the only native 
woody-stem plant I saw (several srr.all plantings of conifers remain from the war days 
at a couple of sites). Swall cl~~ps of willows are scattered here.and there and stands 
of this species are found up the river and creek courses. The taller vegetation was 
mainly thistle (Cirsium sp.), Reraceleum spp. with its large umbels, and a species 
whose growth form and foliage looked strikingly like ragweed (Ambrosia). As a general 
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rule the tallest vegetation waf; found at the base of the bluffs.. The more interesting 
passerines l-rere found in the· greastest numbers in this taller vegetation.. Because of 
the widesoread dense cover the search for small land birds was more difficult in fall 
than in the spring.. The vegetation v1as Het much of the time from frequent light rain 
showers ... Our group of five was too s;r.all to efficiently flush birds from the dense 
cover. The birds in the vegetation tended to skulk adding to the difficulty. Walking 
through the dense vegetation became rather tiring long before the day's field work was 
completed. Because of the size of our party \ve were able to cover only a rather small 
percent of the available upland habitats. 

A few snow fields survived through the slli-nmer on sheltered slopescof the ~gher pealts .. 
During om- stay the temperature usually ranged in the high 40's a.'"ld lm-1 50 1s (°F). 
This is roughly 10 degrees warmer than late lsy temperatures. The temperature near 
sea level got do"Wnin the loH 30's only on 22 September when light frost and skim of 
ice on puddles were present at daybreak. Fresh snow in early morning was seen on.the 
higher peaks but disappeared by afternoon of several days of the second week. Three 
days were mostly clear and stmny, and for 2~ days the weather t·1as too bad to permit 
field work. Intermittent light rain showers,· so typical of the Aleutians, occurred on 
most days. With these showers rainbous were a dime a dozen.. For 12 days (80% of the 
period) the winds were from a westerly direction (lfi'f to SH) with velocities averaging 
{excluding the few periods of calm) between 10 to 20m.p.h .. {maximum of 90 m.p.h.+ 

-during the storm of 23-24 September).. Foul-weather gear was needed at least once or 
twice on each day afield; even on the 3 relatively clear days.. !put on and took off 
my rain gear so ~'ly times in the course of the 15 days it must have consumed at least 
a couple of. hours of my time. If the wind died down and rain stopped, I fou.nd myself 
getting hot and sweaty wearing the full set of rain gear while walking any distance, 
thus necessitating the laborious task of removing the outer layer. ·· 

We .found the birds to be concentrated in the lor1er elevations near the coast. On .. the· 
several occasions that we went inland, the species diversity and m.1.mber of .individuals 
decreased dramatically.. Very little in the way of birds was observed beyond 1~ to 2 . 
miles inland. In the hike through South Pass enroute to and from TeilU'la.c Valley .. we saw 
only a few Lapland Longspurs and nothing else. No Rock .Ptarmigan we,re seen during our_ 
stay. They were apparently inland at the higher elevatioru; and ·had .not yet moved down 
near sea level for the 'Winter. vle found them com.111on at low elevations in the spring ·of. 
1976 prior to the snow melting on the higher slopas. . · · 

For the duration of the stay on Attu, I literally kept one ey-a cocked to the sky 
searching for a ~Wite-tailed Eagle but to no avail. On 25 September, .Dave r1cCargo and 
I hiked over to TeiJ'l.nac Valley in search of the eagles. vle checked the cliffs and sea 
stacks around the north end of ·Temnac Bay very carefully, the bluffs along the south 
side of lower Ternnac Valley, and up the valley as far as '"e could see with binoculars 
on a beautiful sunny day, but t-rl.th negative results. Thede et al. had fotmd eagles in 
Temnac Valley on several occasions in late June a year or so:liQ: Temnac Valley is 
qni te picturesque. ~{hile there we looked over and photographed an old P-38 aircraf't 
that crash landed about a mile up Temnac Valley back during the war.. Unfortunately,. 



souvenir hunters have almost destroyed the plane, 'Hhich Has pretty ·Hell in tack 'Hhen 
it crash landed in the marsh., The route taken to 'l'er.Lt.'1ac Valley required crossing 
Peacaful P..i ver and Geroge Creek. The water -vra.s too deep to wade •~i th our boots so 
·He had to cross barefooted. 'i.'i"alking on rocks for a distance of 35 to h.O feet in water 
with ten1peratu:re in the lm·T ho 1 s was a numbing experience. No uondermost gskimos 
never learned to sw.L~. 

.. 
Hot.hs~ butterflies, and a host of ather insects (but none that bite) were CO!iir.lon. A 
number of species of flies were especially abundant, particularly on .the decaying kelp 
a."ld other marine algae along the beaches. The shorebirds were frequently found feeding 
heavily pn these arthropod concentrations. t-..'e saH and heard two blue phase Arctic foxes 
at :t·:urder l?oi:::lt. A set of fresh canid tracks too large for tht~ Ard.ic fox, i-tere found 
on the beach at Temnac Bay. The salmon were at the end of their spa~ming run. All 
rivers and creeks had Jr.any fish, some dying, and others already dead.. The Glaucous
winged Gulls &'1.d Ravens were ·taking· full advantage of !:.he abun·laut food .. 

SPECIES ACCOmlTS 

Yellow-billed Loon On the afternoon of 26 Sept. 3 birds in ait.3rnata plumage were 
found on 1'1assacre Bay near shore in the vicinity of, the mouth.af tf8st l:ias~acre 
River. We watched them for a ·Hhile as they called back and forth.. · 

Red-necked Grebe Two ilnn".atureswere seen near shore fror:). the road at base of 
bluffs of Gilbert Ridge on 21 Sept. Both still showed first summer juvenal 
pltunage~. 

Red-faced Cormorant The only birds of this species Here seen at Nurder Point. 
the cormorants noted on .the !J;'assacre Bay and the old piers were Pelagics .. 

Aleutian Canada Goose Six bird,s, all banded 'if.~-t.h neck collars, liere first seen on 
19 Sept. in the vicinity. o.f the northern most pier at Nassacre Beach. They were 
present for the remainder of our stay on Attu. The geese were fou..'1d to be using 
the old pier. The shore <end of the pier is missing, making it in effect an 
island. It is overgro;.m ldth grasses, sedges, ru3hef.J.; and ·forbes. The geese 
were observed daily gra::iing· in this artificial. pa3ture. They share the pier Hi th 
Pelagic Cormorants a."ld Glaucous-";.ti.nged Gulls. 'Ihese geese are no douot part of 
those released on Agattu, 25 miles fM of Attu,. as part ~&! the'program: to re-establ: 
this race of th~ CanajQ Goose in its !ormer range.in the Aleutians. 

E:nperor Goose I fou.rtd an adult sitting along the shore several miles out along the 
road to Alexai Point on 22 Sept. The bird was s'3an there again on the 2hth, and 
by the rest of the ~~oup on 26 Sept. on rocky isl8ts off the ea3t end·of Loaf Isl~ 



Garganey Thede and Lisa had a male in eclipse staked out along the shore of l:avy Cove 
in the vicinity of Brrunbling Bluff upon our arrival at Attu on the afternoon of 
13 Sept. We did not see the species again until 21 Sept. when 3 were spotted, 
each at a different locality. One was seen on the 22nd, 3 on the 2uth, 1 in 
Tenmac Valley and another in lia.ssacre Bay area on the 25th, and 1 on the 26th. 
In most cases the Garganeys tended to associate }dth the Green-winged Teal. 

European Higeon Our stay at Attu.appeared a bit early for most waterfm-rl except for 
the Green-tdnged Teal. The first European Higeon }las found on 18 Sept. and the 
numper rerr.ained srr~t.1.ll until 26 Sept., v;hen 30 were seen in lm.;er Hest Hassacre 
Valley, but this flock remained in the area only the one day. 

Peregrine Falcon He figured 1·re had a total of 4 individuals of F. p. peali during 
our visit on Attu. Two individuals of this extremely dark race-of the Peregrine 
were watched almost daily in the vicinity of the Loran Station, the runways, and 
along the. shore hw1ting and generally harassing the shorebirds and waterfowl. 

Black-bellied Plover I follild a bird on the beach on the north side of Brambling Bluff 
on 24 Sept. \'le last saw it on the beach of Navy Cove at Brambling Bluff on 26 Sepi 

~·fnimbrel Jim first spotted the bird (Eurasian race ;.d th the triangular white patch up 
tne back) along the north side of the taxi,·my near the east end of the E-~i runway 
on 18 Sept. \"-'hen it fleH tm·1ard Casco Cove we all got a view of it. The bird was 
seen only once. 

\'Jood Sandpiper .Two seen at Navy Town on lS Sept. were the only birds of this species 
observed. 

Poljnesian Tattler This species appears to be fairly conmon on the beaches in fall 
at Attu. \Je had the species everyday we worked most of the beach census route, 
;.Ji th a maximum of 4 on 18 Sept. He saH no \Jandering Tattlers during our stay on 
Attu. 

Long-billed Dowitcher A bird l·ras seen flying over the main rimway and hear giving the 
t;y-pical call of the species. 



Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Comrnon late fall migrant on Attu. ~·ie saw the first bird. on 
17 Sept. ~"'ld had them almost daily thereafter. \ve had several days l'Jith maximum 
counts of hindividuals. 

Buff -breasted Sandpiper . A lone bird l·Tas seen in the vicinity of the 
i4 Sept. and<3 in the same general areaon.l5 Sept. 

Ruff A lone bird (believed to be a male) in basic nlumage was seen on the beach at ·.·.·.···.· 
-.--north Casco .Cove and on the beach just south of the mouth of :Peaceful River frol:n 

19 through 25 Sept. It usually associated with the Pectoral. and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers. 

Black-legged Kittiwru<e 
in Hassacre Bay. 

On some days large feeding flocks >iere seen in Casco Cove and 

Snol<-'Y (Y,;l A total of J individuals l.·iere observed during the two weeks on Attu. One 
adult stayed in the vicinity of the Fish Hut and gave us quite a. show. An inrma tur , 
was seen in Peaceful Valley and an adult .,.;as seen at Nassacre Beach.. vlith the 
abundant rat population in the area the m.;ls have plenty to eat.. 'l'hede caught 
5-6 rats in traps in the Fish Hut. during our stay. 'Ihey came in through several 
small holes at the base of the hut betH·een the sidjng and the concrete floor. 

Barn Swallow In mid afternoon of 22 Sept. I observed a white bellied Earn Sr1allm.r 
·(one of the Eurasian races) hawking insects at the north end of Hassacre Beach. 
A short time later I joined the others and vie saw vrhat was apparently the same 
bird in lower West Massacre Valley. 

j 
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Co~r.on Raven Ravens were common throughout the usual routes covered; up to -35 
being recorded daily. Emvever, much to my sup prise, none were observed arou...'1.d 
Temnac Bay or in TemP2c Valley. 

1Jinter hren 'He found them in small m1.rnllers along the bluffs and occasionally 
elsewhere in dense vegetation. 

Siberian·Rubythroat This species appears to be a regular fall migrant on Attu. 
Ve had a rrunimnm of 10 individuals (7 males, 3 females) at the following 
localities: Erambling Bluff, Henderson Harsh, Fish Hut, Peaceful Valley, Casco 
Bluffs, and gassacre :Seach. Thede found the first bird, afemale, at Brambling 
Bluff .e;m 14 Sept., and "l-Ie had them fairly regular from 18-26 Sept., with a high : 
count of 5 on 22 Sept. 

Arctic ~-.Jarbler vie observed a small number of this Old Uorld warbler. The first 
were found on 21 Sept. ~~e had a maximtun of 3 a · day on 21 and 22 Sept • 

. Hiddendorff 's Grasshopper i'larbler This species, Locustella ochotensis ,was the real 
supprise of the trip. I 1·ound the first one on 18 Sept. at the east end of 
l:lrambling Bluff near the road at about 1700 hours. The five of us promptly · 
converged on the spot where it had disappeared. We then chased it for well over 
an hour, flushing it at least 10-12 times in the process. ~.~i;.ici~~~ 
flus]J.~..,lliw.~~tE~:t~~ .~ops, }!J;.~Hft::@e~~h:!gh"J[~g(3ta~?:-.9~~~'1!!g~.t§~~ ·. 
~-~ fee.t •. Several attempts to capture the hird in a rnist net .were un~J:tf.~-~;:;sJu},. 
We agaiii~Tocatea 'the bird in the sarae general area on· t!'l..e 1torning of 19 Sep~ 
and again were unsuccessful in attempting to capture it in the net. On the 19th 
the bird was flushed 10-12 times. This bird was extremely difficult to see well 
and we finally ·gave up trying to capture it. }1:\r composite .view O<f' _th~: J:~i:~.:ovei:-..>· 
the two days is as follows: · .· .· · · · 

1) typical grasshopper warbler shape with long wedge-shaped tail, 
2} crown dark brown and buffy supercilium, 
3) back dark brown with fine dark streaks, 
h} rw~p yellow-brown ~~ng it distinct from back and tail, 
5) dorsal side of tail 'tvas uniform dark brown with black terminal band 

when bird fanned tail in alighting, it was quite rounded ---had good . 
ventral view of tail once on 19 Sept. --- complete underside of tail was 
brown with each of the outer gra·duated rectrices tipped with off-white, 

6} ·dorsally, there defina tely vras no black in the central rectrices as in 
Pallas 1 Grasshopper 'Harbler (L. certhiola), 

7) underparts unstreaked~-- gray-brown wash on sides remainder of 
underparts off-white, and 

8) bill large, upper Ii'.andible dark and lower mandible bright ora.11ge-yellow. 

Prior to our v10rk on Attu this fall there Here only 3 previous records of 
Hiddendorff 1 s Grasshopper 1-larbler in North America, all in Alaska (a ferr..ale 
captured on Nuniva.k Island on 15 Sept. 1927, a sighting at Shemya in·the fall 
of 1978 by Thede and Dan Gibson, and a specimen taken at G~~bell, St. Lawrence 
Island in mid J~11e 1979 by Gene Cardiff) where the species has been considered 
accidental. Our obseivations on Atta this September would tend to indicate the 
Hiddendorff 's is a regular fall migrant rather than an accidental. ~.;e had a 
minimQm of 7 individuals, with 4 birds being seen on 21 Sept. Locations and numbex 
seen are as follows: 

1) 1 at Brambling Bluff on 18-19 Sept., 
2) 2 at 11a.ssacre Beach, 1 at Bra."llbling Bluff, and 1 near the Fish Hut 

21 Sept., . . 



3) 1 at Casco -Bluffs and 1 at Brambling Bluff on 22 Sept.,· 
4) I had one 3 m.iles out along the road to Alexai Point. on 24 Sept .. , and 
S) 1 at Gasca Bluffs on 25 Sept. 

1 

• ·:There were obviously more individua: 
of Locustella on A ttu during our· .. stay. We could have found more I am. certain by 
working specifically for the species.. Trle covered only .a·: small fraction of a · 
percent of the available habitat in which we fou."1.d the species. The skulking 
habits of Locustella :make it difficult to find and to observe. 

Indian Tree Pipit Jon and Thede obserVed the only J.ndividual of this species seen 
during our stay on Attu,. The bird was seen at Gasca Bluff on 25 Sept .. 

Red-throated Pipit Small numbers v-1ere observed on 14, IS, 18, and 26 Sept. .. 

Bra...-nbling Two males \-1ere seen at U:issacre Beach on 19 Sept.. and 4 birds were 
along the bluffs of .Gilbert Ridge on 22 Septo 

Golden-crowned Sparrow Jon found an irmnature at 11a.ssacre Beach on 19 Sept ... that we · 
all gotto see briefly. 

Song Spart·oH This species was common along the edge of the beach and inland for a 
short distance. }!any pairs acted as if still on territory --- singing; terri tori<', 
chasesm etc. · 
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Total species recorded: 81 (Attu 63, Anchorage 29) 
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ALASKA TRIP - SPRING 1985 

28 .May - 16 June 

Paul W. Sykes, J~ . 



I was originally scheduled to fly from.Miami to Anchorage on United Airlines 
on an ultra-saver fare., but had to change at the last. minute because those 
"poor" United pilots (making $80 1 000 to $150,000+per year were out on strike) 
and all the flights I was scheduled for had been cancelled. Fortunately, 
Eastern and Alaska Airlines carne to my rescue at no additional charge. I 
departed Miami at 0700 on 28 May 1985, on Eastern flight II 711, changed to 
Flight tt 71 in A:tlanta, and arrived in San Francisco at 1119. Took Alaska 
Airline Flight tt 87 at 1415 and arrived in Anchorage at 1900. Jim Baker 
(Chief, Wildlife Assistance at the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service Regional 
Office in Anchorage) met me at the airport and I spent the evening as Jim 
and Gail Baker's house guest. Spent the morning of 29 May at the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Regional Office. Jim dropped me at the Anchorage Airport 
at mid day and I took Alaska Aeronautical Flight if 137 at 1344 for Kodiak, 
arriving at 1545. Spent the night of 29 May at the U; S. Coast Guard BOQ at 
Kodiak. At 1000 on 30 May I took the U. S. Coast Guard C-130 (aircraft 
II 1709, pilot, Gmdr. Bill Shaffer, copilot, Lt. Bill Neilson, and crew of 5) 
flight to Attu, arriving at my destination at 1730, with brief intervening 
stops at Adak, Arnchitka, and Shemya. While waiting to board the C-130 I met 
Kevin Ryan, Assistant Manager, Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, and talked 
with hirubriefly. 

I met Larry Balch at Attu upon deplaning anddelivered two packages to him 
and picked up the bike he kindly let me borrow for the duration of my stay on 
the island. Met Fred Zeillemaker, Refuge Manager, Aleutian Islands Unit of 
the Al~ska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge. He was flying out on the C-130 
I arrived on, having spent two weeks in the field on Attu with the Attour 
group (total of 64 people). I have talked by phone and corresponded over the 
years with Fred, but this was our first, but rather brief, meeting in person. 
During :the course of unloading the plane, I met Ltjg Steve White, Commanding 
Officer'; of the Loran Station, and Chief Warrant Officer, John Hall, the station • s 
Executiye Officer. After getting settledat the Loran Station and having 
dinner, I headed into the field at 1900. Stopped by the old Loran "A" Station 
on Casco Cove and visited briefly with some of the Attour group and renewed 
some old acquaintances. Leaders for Attour were: Larry Balch, Jerry Rosenband, 
Noble Proctor, Thede Tobish, Terry Savaloja, and Pete Isleib. This was the 
first time I had seen Pete since we spent several days together in the Big 
Thicket of eastern Texas in the latel9ti0's searching (unsuccessfully I might 
add) for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. 

The results of my daily bird observations are presented on the pages that follow. 
The totals for each species for each day (Table 1) represent those individuals 
that I saw personally. I generally birded with some of the Attour group as 
experience has shown the best results are obtained with more eyes and "beaters" 
working ih a cooperative manner. This is particularly true onAttu because 
the island is large. I counted and tallied individuals of each species as I 
went along in the field and made estimates for larger numbers of individuals 
(i.e. cormorants, eiders, gulls, puffins, and longspurs). The more interesting 
observations are presented in the species accounts. 



Because T had a limited amount of annual leave on the books I had only two 
weeks or so for the Alaska trip. I chose the latter part of the spring 
migration period on Attu in hopes of seeing more of the Palearctic 
insectivouous species. Since I was getting to Attu courtesy of the U. S. 
Coast G.uard, I had to go with their schedule (fly every two weeks Kodiak 
:- Attu). As luck would have it, the spring migration of 1985 in the 
western Aleutians was early and I missed seeing a large part of the migrants. 
Prior to my arrival on Attu the Attour group found three species new to North 
America. The.se were the Indian Pratincole (Glareola maldivarum) on a beach 
on the east side of Murder Point on 19-20 May; a female Siberian Blue Robin 
(Erithacus cyane) in a ravine in the bluff along South Beach toward Krasni 
Point on 22 May; and a Brown Flycatcher {Muscicapa latirostris) at the base 
of Alexai Point on 25 May. Dave Sonneborn was on Shemya 30 miles to the 
east 22 to 29 May and had Far Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis), 
cuckoo sp. (probably Cuculus canorus, the Common Cuckoo), White-throated 
Needletail (Chaetura caudacuta),·and a female Mugimaki Flycatcher (Ficedula 
mugimaki);this last species is·new to North America. From what I understand 
all four species new to our continent were photographed. There was a big· 
storm system that passed through the region from a westerly direction ju~t 
prior to the Attour group arriving on Attu onl9 May and Dave arriving 
on Shemya on 22 May. This strong low pressure system is probably the reason 
for the fallout of so many outstanding birds on the two islands. 

Weather data for the period of my visit to Attu are summarized in Table 2. 
There were no storm systems of any consequence in the area during my two-week 
stay. The most recent storm being the one mentioned in the previous 
paragraph. The lowlands were snow free on my arrival except for the few 
patches in some deep ravines and other shelter places. However, there 
was considerable snow cover at elevations of 200 feet and above and in all 
the passes. ·The vegetation was just starting to come out upon my arrival 
and by time of my departure on l3.June was 12-15 inches high along the shore 
and bluffs. It was nice to see Arctic lupine and other far northern latitude 
plants in flower. 

28 May 
29 May 
30 May 
31 May -
13 June 
14 May 
15 May 

16 June 

13 

Enroute Miami to Anchorage (via Atlanta, San Francisco, Seattle) 
Fly from Anchorage to Kodiak 
Enroute Kodiak to Attu Island 
June Attu Island 
Fly Attu.to Shemya 
Enroute Shemya. to Kodiak 
Enroute Kodiak to Anchorage to Miami (via Seattle, San 
Francisco, Atlanta) 
Arrive Miami in mid morning 

This was my sixth trip to Alaska and sixth trip to Attu (4 in the spring, 
2 in the fall). The Far Eastern Curlew was the only new life bird this 
trip (i/ 758) and the only new Alaska state bird (it 244). 



Field Activity 

Refer to the maps that follow for localities mentioned in this section. 

1. Date: 29 May 1985 (Wednesday) 
Locality: U. S. Coast Guard Station, Kodiak -- BOQ area westward to 

the rocky point just west of the skeet range 
Time afield: 1650-1815 
Observer: Paul Sykes 

2. Date: 30 May 1985 (Thursday) 

3 

Locality: Arnchitka Island -- approximately 5 miles east of East Cape 
in Arnchitka Pass and area for 300 yard 'radius or so in 
vicinity of the terminal building on the runway on the 
southeastern side of the island 

Time afield: 1520-1600 (while supplies were offloaded for the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs archelogical team working on the island) 

Observer: Paul Sykes 

3. Date: 30 May 1985 (Thursday) 
~lity~ Attu Island -- vicinity of the U. S, Coast Guard Loran 

Station, west side of Casco Cove, and Barbara Point 
Time afield: 1900-2245 
Observer: Paul Sykes 

4. Date: 31 May 1985 (Friday)· 
LOCality: Attu -- west side of Casco Cove, road along the base of Gilbert 

Ridge to base of Alexai Point, and all of Alexai Point 
Time afield: 0845-1830 
Observers: Pete Isleib, Paul Sykes, et al. 

5. Date:. 1 June 1985. (Saturday) 
LOCality: Attu •- the runway areas, Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs, Kingfisher 

Creek, base of Casco Point, east side of Murder Point, Barbara 
Point, Fish Hut to. Elwood (Bullfinch) Pass, Elwood Pass, Elwood 
Lake, middle and lpwer West Massacre (Henderson) Valley, 
Brambling Bluff, Loaf Island, and shore along Navy Town 

Time afield: 1000-1620, 1800-2145 . 
Observers: Noble Proctor, Jerry Rosenband, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 

6. ~: 2 June 1985 (Sunday) 
Locality: Attu -- from old Loran "A" Station (on Casco Cove) to Krasni 

Point along South Beach, Casco Cove, Casco Point, and Barbara 
Point 

Time afield: 1015-1615, 1855-2100 
Observers: Jerry Rosenband, Terry Savaloja, Paul Sykes, George Wagner, et al. 
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Localities visited in Alaska numbered in sequence, spring 1985 
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7. Date: 3 June 1985 (Monday) 
Locality: Attu .__ Casco Bluffs, Kingfisher Creek, E-W Runway area, 

Barbara Point, Loaf Island, Navy Town marsh, Casco Cove, 
and Casco Point 

Time afield: 0945-1630, 1745-1940 
Observers: Noble Proctor, Jerry Rosenband, Paul Sykes, et al. 

8. Date: 4 June 1985 (Tuesday) 

8 

LOCality: Attu -- Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs, Kingfisher Creek, E-W 
Runway area, Brambling Bluff, and bluffs at base of Gilbert 
Ridge out to first major bend on road to Alexai Point 

Time afield: Noble Proctor, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 

9. Date: 5 June 1985 (Wednesday) 
Locality: Attu -- Barbara Point, E-W Runway and its taxi way and 

aircraft parking pads between Casco Cove and Peaceful River, 
Fish Hut area and along Peaceful River on its north side 
inland (westward) for about a mile 

Time afield: 1130-1600, 1800-2000 
Observers: ·Paul Sykes .. 

10. Date: 6 June 1985 (Thursday) 
LOCality: Attu -- Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs, Casco Beach, Kingfisher 

Creek, E-W Runway and vicinity, Massacre Beach, bluffs along 
base of Gilbert Ridge from base along road to Alexai Point 
to the first majo'r bend, and Barbara Point 

Time afield: 0935-1620, 1740-1945 
Observers: Pete Isleib, Terry Savaloja, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, 

George Wagner, et al. 

11. Date: 7 June 1985 (Friday) 
LOCality: Attu _..;.Big Lake and South Beach to Krasni Point. 
Time afield: 1415-1615 
Observers: Jerry Rosenband, Mac Smith, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 

12. Date: 8 June 1985 (Saturday) 
IO'C'ality: Attu -- Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs (including Tattler Creek), 

Kingfisher Creek, E-W Runway and vicinity, Casco Beach, 
Barbara Point, Fish Hut to Elwood Pass, Elwood Pass, Lake 
Elwood, middle and lower l.J"est Massacre Valley, Brambling 
Bluff, and Navy Town 

Time afield: 1015-1600, 1815-2115 
Observers: Noble Proctor, Jerry Rosenband, Paul Sykes, Thede Tobish, et al. 

13. Date: 9 June 1985 (Sunday) NOTE: Attour group departed 
at 1110 on Reeve Aleutian Airline charter 

Locality: Attu -- Fish Hut to Elwood Pass, Elwood Pass, Lake Elwood, 
West Massacre Valley, Jarmin Pass, Upper Holtz Bay area, 
Brambling Bluff, and Navy Town 

Time afield: 1115-2000 
Observers: Paul Sykes and George Wagner 
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14. Date: 10 June 1985 (Monday) 
LOCality: Attu -- Murder Point, South Beach to Krasni Point, Big La~e, · 

Casco Cove, Casco Bluffs, Casco Beach, E-W Runway and vicinity, 
Kingfisher Creek, and Barbara Point 

Time afield: 0820-1615 
Observers: Paul Sykes and George Wagner 

15. Date: 11 June 1985 (Tuesday) 
LOCality: Attu -- bluffs of Gilbert Ridge and road to Alexai Point, 

all of Alexai Point, lower West Massacre Valley, Main Runway, 
Casco Cove, and Big Lake to Krasni Point along South Beach 

Time afield: 0835-1600, 1650-2210 
Observers: Paul Sykes and George Wagner 

16. Date: 12 June 1985 (Wednesday) 
LOCality: Attu -- Big Lake to Krasni Point along South Beach, over 

the mountain to vicinity of Savage Island (to Aboub Stream), 
Casco Bluffs, Casco Cove, Kingfisher Cree~, E-W Runway area, 
Barbara Point, and Casco Point 

Time afield: 0830-1630, 1800-2130 
Observers: Paul Sy~es and George Wagner 

17. Date: 13 June 1985 (Thursday) 
LOCality: Attu --Fish Hut to Elwood Pass, Elwood Pass, Lake Elwood, 

middle and lower West Massacre Valley, Brambling Bluff, 
Loaf Island area, and shore at Navy Town 

Time afield: 0955~1315 

Observers: Paul Sykes and George Wagner 

18. Date: 13 June 1985 (Thursday) 
LOCality: Shemya Island -- Building 600 to north shore, then from 

Cable Hill (at rope down face of bluff at the large wooden 
cross) west to the old World War II Runway along base of 
bluffs following the shoreline, and back to Building 600 

Time afield: 2000-22~0 · 
Observer: Paul Sykes 

Bid farewell .to George Wagner (he will be surveying birds on Attu until 
2 November) and men of the Loran Station and departed Attu on the U. S. 
Coast Guard C-130 fiight (aircraft 41 1709, pilot, Ltcdr Bob Odom, copilot, 
Lt. Bill Gottshalk, and crew of 5) at 1800 for Shemya on 13 June, arriving 
at 1820. After getting assigned Room 2206 on the second floor of Building 
600, I headed into the field at 2000 after getting some directions from 
Master Sargent Lenny Hall, USAF (NCOIC at the base medical facility in 
Bldg. 600). Spent 2~ hours afield but saw no landbird migrants. It was 
now apparent the spring migration was over. Did not get the chance to 
go into the field on 14 June. Too~ the C-130 flight from Shemya at 1115 
for Kodiak, arriving at 1945. Enroute the C-130 crew made one fish patrol 
for about 1~ hours to the south of Amchit~a Island. Only one fishing 
vessel was found to be operating at the time and it had only a few Northern 
Fulmars and Glausous-winged Gulls around it. Spent the night of 14 June 
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at the u. S. Coast Guard BOQ at Kodiak. 

On 15 June I took Alaska Aeronautical Flight # 106 at 0730 from Kodiak to 
Anchorage, arriving at 0845. Called Dave Sonneborn at his home in Anchorage 
but he was out for the morning birding. Took Alaska Airline Flight tF 82 
(on standby) at 1330 for Seattle, arriving at 1735. Then took Alaska 
Airline Flight # 178 (on standby) at 1745 for San Francisco, arriving at 
1935. While waiting for the flight in San Francisco,. I called home and 
talked to my wife, Joan. It was then I learned of the male Shiny Cowbird 
(Molothrus bonariensis) at Lower Matecumbe Key, Monroe County, Florida, 
that Sandy Sprunt (of National Audubon Society) had found on 14 June while 
taking an annual breeding bird survey. Caught Eastern Airline: Flight 
tF 74 at 2220 for Miami (via Atlanta), arriving at 0845 on 16 June. Joan 
met me at the Miami Airport and we departed for Lower Matecumbe Key at 
0915. About llOO we saw the Shiny Cowbird one block off U. S. Highway 1 
at Mile Post 74 on Lower Matecumbe Key. The cowbird was life bird # 759. 
Returned to my home at Delray Beach at 1630, concluding the trip. 

Miscellaneous 

Kodiak.' On 29 May the deciduous trees and shrubs were still mostly bare (this 
was in contrast to Anchorage where most deciduous trees had already leafed out) 
and there was much snow at the higher elevations. 

Amchitka. This was my first, but brief, visit to the island (30 May). We 
flew the full 30 or so mile-length of the island at about 1000 feet. The 
eastern 2/3s of the island is relatively flat tundra with many lakes and 
while the wes_tern 1/3 is mountainous. The nuclear tests were conducted 
underground at the western end. There is an extensive road system over the · 
entire island. 

Attu. Observed sea otters along all the coas1S worked; sometimes seeing 3 to 4 
animals together and observed two females with pups. The otters appear to have 
increased somewhat on the east and southeast shore>of Attu in the last few 
years as whenwe first·started visiting the island in the mid 1970s they were 
generally seen with regularity only around Alexai Point and along the north 
shore of the island. 

On 12 June, George Wagner showed me the cliffs at the waterfall on Aboub Stream 
and the sea cliffs in the same area where the two White-throated Needletails 
were present for several days in the spring of 1984. That is one beautiful §pot 
with 200-foot cliffs along the shore just east of Savage Island. 

Shemya •. A lot more roads and buildings have been constructed on the island 
since my last visit there in 1976. It took a while for me to get oriented. 



Table 1. Birds observed in Alaska in the spring of 1985 by Paul Sykes. 

·. 

<0 
~ * cc 

~ ..., 
~ Locality 

cc .,.., 
Attu Island ,,.., .c: Q) 

'C (.) .c 
0 s C/) :...: < 

·' May I June 

Species 
Date 

29 30 30 31 .1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 -9 10 ll 12 13 13 

Red-throated Loon I ,;L I l I 

Common Loon I I .;J. I '· ;}.. ' I 

Yellow-billed Loon I I .· . 

I 
. 

.... . · . 1.···.· . Laysan J\J'b<l.tross ' . . .. ,. .·· ·.· . . 
Northern Fulmar 5 

.... 

.· 

Pelagic Cormorant {.S /0~ 3tJo i7" 30() ;,1(~ so /;LO f'-/IJ St> ;tB~J ,jl.~f"' OJ. co /OS'IJ 8oo #/0 &,oo 

Red-faced Cormorant lao ;u. I ,;I. ...2!"' ,;1S" 3<,; .;L!"' 135" ;;.~o ;1'5" 18 

Green-winged Teal 7 ;A.: I b ,'}- 'f 
Falcated Teal )$ If. II 
Mallard I 7 ;l. 3 .;t S" ,;1. I S" 7 ~ ~ 

Northern Pintail ;;.. ·.· 

Northern Shoveler B If. II 3 01- s 

Eurasian Wigeon ' If/. 

Common Pochard td" .:ZJJ'd' .;~;r;r .;La; 
Tufted Duck ' 

- .;t~ .. 
Greater Scaup 

i·· ...... I 1.$! I~ .. 3 3 3 3 -3 

Common Eider I··· ., . !·- . '•' ,:. SS" ;ls's liS" 141> 80 3o f() !S'O 3o 8~ 70 !51'" 3"-> fit> 51 7" 
-~ 

HarlE!qu~n Duck 8 .. ' . 

,, I' Jfo II /'I 31 'f I ' 7'! 8 I ».. 
tfrasq_ua.w ---- ··' '' - -- 1·--:--

,;1. 
.. 

.·_ ... - ·II _,, -_ •..... -.. -_. Common Goldeneve ,_ 
- ~~ If. ;z. 

,_ 



"' ~ 
~ ~ 

Locality "' ..... ..... .c:: 
't:l 0 
0 ~ :...:: 

May I 
Species 

Date 
29 30 30 31 1 2 

Srnew 

Common Merganser '* Red-breasted Merganser t.{ ,;z. 5 d. I ~ 

Peregrine Falcon .;L 

Rock Ptarmigan 3 ,}.. 1 ~ 

Mongolian Plover 

Wood Sandpiper I 

Gray-tailed Tattler ;L 

Terek Sandpiper I I 

Whirnbrel 

Far Eastern Curlew I I 

Bar-tailed Godwit ,;}_ 

Baird's Sandpiper I I 

Rock Sandpiper 6 3 .;L 7 ' Dun lin I I -I -

Red-necked Phalarope .. :: I·· · .. 

Long-tailed Jaeger 6 

Mew Gull 8oo 

Glaucous-winged Gull "~ r;,o 1'15 "-35" li-S ~~~ 

Glaucous Gull I I I 

-
Attu Island 

June 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

3 ,;J.. ' /3 
.. 

I 

.;2. Cf 'I i.f ,_ 
I 

I 

I 

~ 'f 

B 7 ;LS' L.f /0 

/:l) 35" /f/fJ i}St> /C.~ 3"0 

- I --. 

9 10 11 

ld" 

/D s- 8 

3 7 I 

I 

I 

'I 8 18 

/$"() :J'fo 'JDS' 

a-

12 13 

ttl' 

5 7 

'-1 

~ 

7 ;L 

/]IJ() /I$'" 

"' >, 
1:: 
111 

.c:: 
C/) 

13 

3 

;;ltJD 
1-' 
N. 



cd 
.:.: ..:.: +" 

Locality 
cd •l"'f 

•.-l ..c:: 
'C () 

0 ~ ~ 

May I 
Species 

Date 
29 30 30 31 ·1 2 3 

Black-legged Kittiwake ¥.;l5' If' 
Common Tern I 

Arctic Tern h I~ 

Aleutian Tern I 1 7 

Common Murre i I I I 

Pigeon Guillemot I 

Kittlitz's Murrelet 

Ancient Murrelet 

Whisker~d/Crested Aukle I 

Tufted Puffin 175" 'I /OO S"S" /Jo 

Horned Puffin 'I 
Common Cuckoo 

Sno~ Owl 

Eurasian Skylark 

Black-billed Magpie 7 

Northwestern Crow 'll 
Common Raven oz. 8 3 I f--~- ---------

Winter Wren s-
Arctic Warbler 

Siberian Rubythroat D2 ·3 

-
Attu Island 

June 

4 5 6 7 8 .9 

I I 

~ 

"' IJ.o ;;>.(, ~) I 

I 

I 

3o 75'" S"o 7> f 

I 

I 

~ 3 tf d- If ~ 

;1.. I 

I 
I 'I I 3 3 

10 11 

;;.. 9 

s-
&.'/ .;LB 

I 

" 
,;1. 

7S' 7 

Cf 

I 

7 if 
;1. 

12 

(, 

,;l{ 

5' 

55' 

~~ 

3 

S"S' 

3 

1 

I 

13 

r 

c;1.. 

cd 
>. e 
(1) 

..c:: 
C/) 

13 

;;2. 

I 

/0 

I 

s 
...... 
w 



C1l 
..!o: -

..!o: 
""" ·Locality C1l ·rl 

•.-I .c: 
"d t.l 
0 ~ ~ 

May I 
Species 

Date 
29 30 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Hermit Thrush ;t 
.. 

Eye-browed Thrush I I 

Yellow Wagtail I I 

Black-backed Wagtail 

Fox Sparrow Lf 
Song Sparrow ~ 5" OJ.'f ;1.' ;).8 ,;I. ;I. ,., 
Golden-crowned Sparrow ;l.. 

Lapland Longspur 5 3S" 175 ,}fo ID$'" II~ ,,.) 
Snow Bunting I .5" II I 'I 3 8 /3 

Rosy Finch I 6 .s- ;I- If 

Common Redpoll .. I 

TOTAL SPECIES/DAY 17 8 17 ~~ ~S" :n d..tf ;t/ 

NUMBER HOURS AFIELD f,t/ 0.7 3.8 CJ.B I J.. I /0.1 /0.7 '1-~ 

TOTAL SPECIES FOR THE TRI p = 71 -

. 

Attu Island 

June 

5 6 7 8 9 

It!' 

fJ 37 ' ;).0 'f 

!B~ IDS'" .;l) ;J.3S'" J.o~ 

31 ,, 
/~ ;J.O 

B 7 ~ 7 

/8 ;;..~ I() ~3 ;J.'f 

"· 5'" 
jtJ-7 J.,O g,g &.8 

10 11 12 

I 

I 

Lftf 35" 2-8 

tt.fo jtfo /DD 

f(, ;L3 l'f 

I /0 I 

Cl-1 3{ 31 

7,'f /.;1. 7 11.5' 

13 

'1 

l.lS'" 

7 

17 

3.t.f 

C1l 
>. 
E 
(!) 

.c: 
en 

13 

13 

/OD 

.s-
I 

!5 
;z.> 

.. 

...... 
~ 



Table 2. METEROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR ATTU ISLAND, SPRING 1985 
Wind 

Temperature (°F) Range in Range in 
Date General Conditions Max. Min; Direction Velocity (kts) 

30 May Clear 50 42 --- 0 - 5 
31 Clear 55 40 45 - 225 0 - 5 
1 June Partly cloudyJ mostly clear in p.m. 58 40 270 2 - 15 
2 Overcast 42 37 270 10 - 15 
3 Overcast 46 42 270 6 - 10 
4 Overcast; occasional light rain 40 37 225 0 - 10 

during mid day period 
5 Foggy most of day; heavy at times 45 42 180 4 - 10 
6 Overcast 47 42 180 - 135 5 - 15 
7 Rainy to mid day; overcast p.m. 44 40 180 - 45 8 - 20 
8 Overcast a.m.; clear p.m. 48 43 0 - 315 5 - 15 
9 Clear; light frost in morning 47 31 90 5 - 12 

10 Overcast; occasional light rain 44 38 0 0 - 13 
in afternoon 

11 Overcast; inte~mittent light rain 46 41 315 5 - 12 
12 Clear 57 46 270 - 225 5 - 20 
13 Clear 57 38 90 - 45 0 - 15 

l/ No daily readings recorded, but range during the period was 30.05 to 30.42. 

Range in barometric !/ 
Pressure (inches) 

t-' 
V1 



SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon 9 June. Had a pair calling in courtship flight in 
middle West Massacre Valley. 
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Common Loon 1) Two were on Casco Cove near the bluffs on 6 June; one was 
in basic and the other in alternate plumage, 
2) The 6 birds seen on 11 June were as follows: 4 in alternate plumage 
and 2 in basic plumage; one pair on Big Lake, 3 individuals in Massacre 
Bay, and one in Bedard Cove east of Alexai Point. 

Yellow-billed Loon 1) A lone bird was on Casco Cove near the bluffs on 
6 June; bird was in alternate plumage but the bill was not completely 
yellow. Bill was yellow at the tip and along the borders of the upper· 
and lower mandibles with the base and central part dark. 
2) A bird in alternate plumage was seen offKrasni Point in the evening 
of lL June. It had a full yellow bill. 

Laysan Albatross 30 May. · .The lone bird was seen near a fislling vessel about 
5 miles east of East Cape ofAmchitka in Amchitka Pass •. The outbound 
flight of the C-130 flight did not make a fish patrol so there was no 
chance to see pelagic species as we were flying at 15,000 to 22,000 
feet most of the time. The bird above was seen when the plane was on 
the landing approach forAmchitka. 

Northern Fulmar 30 May. Five birds were seen near a fishing vessel about 
5 miles east of East Cape of Amchitka in Amchi tka Pass. 

Red-faced Cormorant Nesting was found at two sites (75+ nests) on cliffs on· 
the bluffs above the road on Gilbert Ridge and at a third site (4 nests) 
on the east side of a sea stack along the road to Alexai Point. Also, 
there were 25+ nests near the seaward end on the north side of the 
northern most pier at NavyTown. 

Green-winged Teal 9 June. There were 3 pairs seen in upper West Massacre 
Valley on this date, 

Falcated Teal Thede Tobish found a fem<lle on 6 June feeding on the kelpbed 
north of Barbara Point in mid afternoon. I saw it in late afternoon 
with George Wagner and Bill Bunting (of Albany, Georgia). At first 
glance the bird resembled a female wigeon, but had an all dark bill 
and distinct scallop-like markings on the light brown sides. Positive 
ID required use of George's Questar as the bird was too far out to be 
seen in detail with my 30x scope and 7x binoculars. The bird was still 
present in the same area on 12 June. 
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Common Pochard A male was on the lake near the old Loran "A" Station on 
31 May in company of a female Greater Scaup. On 2 June there was a 
second male with the first male at the same site. On 3 June two males, 
believed to be the same two as on 2 June, were seen on edge of the kelp 
bed east of Barbara Point. On 7 June a male and female were seen together on 
Big Lake. Thus,there were at least 3 pochards on Attu during my visit. 

Tufted Duck 12 June. George Wagner and I had a male and female with 2 
males and a female Greater Scaup on Casco Cove on the west side of Casco 
Point. 

Greater Scaup On 6 June, two males in alternate plumage and a female were 
seen in company of a female Common Goldeneye and some Common Eiders in 
the NE part of Casco cove near the beach. The three scaup were still 
present at the same locality on 12 June. 

Smew George Wagner and I had a male (with its white head, neck, and brea~t 
stained brown) in lower West Massacre Valley in late afternoon of 11 June. 
The b_ird was still present on 13 June when George and I checked during 
the morning. 

Mongolian Plover 5 June. 
along the north side 
the Nain Runway. It 

I found a bird~ not yet in 
of the E-W Runway just east 
was seen only the one day. 

full alternate plumage, 
of its intersect ion with 

Wood Sandpiper On 4 June at 1615 I observed a male giving full aerial 
courtship display, including vocalizations, in Henderson Marsh of lower 
West Massacre Valley between Smew Pond and the first bridge west of 
the pond·. A bird was there in the same general area on 9 June. George 
Wagner and I had two birds in lower West Nassacre Valley along Henderson 
River on 13 June. There is a good possibility at least one pair will nest. 

Terek Sandpiper 1 June. The bird was found by Bob Sehl (a birding friend 
from Philadlephia whom I had not seen in many years) at a tidal pool at 
the old>village site on the southeast side of Murder Point during the 
morning. The relatively long black bill was upturned. The upperparts 
and ·breast were a pale gray. There were two black streaks running down 
the back. The underparts were white and the legs were orange. The bird 
teeters a lot while walking and feeding. It remained in the same area 
(within a radius of 40 feet) during its stay. It was photographed by a 
number of the group. The bird remained for 3 days (I did not see it the last da; 

Whimbrel A bird of the Eurasian race (white triangle up the back as in a 
dowitcher) was seen standing on the rocks and flying at the east point 
of Alexai Point in early afternoon of 11 June by George Wagner and I. 
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Far Eastern Curlew 1 June. The bird was found by Mike Carmody, a young 
Catholic priest from Texas. It was first seen on the intertidal rocks 
on the shore at the base of Casco Point on the east side during the 
morning. It then flew to the intertidal zone just south of the mouth· 
of Peaceful River, where I studied it through a scope one of the group 
had set up. This first day I saw the bird in flight twice~ It was a 
very large curlew with a very large decurved sickle-like bill; like 
that of the Long-billed Curlew. The entire body and tail were a light 
brown with dark streaking on the upperparts and wings. There was 
barring on edges of the tail. The underparts were a light.brown with 
dark streaking on the breast and sides. There was no prominent 
streaking on the head and no white rump patch. The underside of the 
wings were darkish; not rusty or light in color. There was no rusty 
color anywhere in the plumage. The billwas mostly dark except for 
the light basal 1/3 of the lower mandible. The legs were dark gray. 
I congratulated Mike on finding the curlew, which was life bird # 758 
for me. 

On 2 June, George Wagner and I flushed the bird off the beach at high 
tide in early evening at the same general area where it was found at 
the base of Casco Point on 1 June and watched it fly to the beach near 
thEi mouth of Peaceful River. We had excellent views of the bird in 
flight. On 3 June (the last day the bird was seen), I saw the bird 
twice between the mouth of Peaceful River and base of the east side of 
Casco Point. On the morning observation I studied the curlew 
through a Questar as it walked about on the intertidal rocks just south 
of the mouth of Peaceful River .. Also observedthe bird in flight 4 
times. I saw the bird for the last time on the evening of 3 June in 
the ~arne area. 

Bar-tailed Godwit On 6 June, four were found on the rocks at the NE sector 
of Casco Beach by Terry Savaloja. Three of the birds were in full 
breeding plumage. I saw them about an hour or so after they were first 
discovered. These were different individuals than the two pale individuals 
out at Alexai Point. The 4 birds remained at the same site until 8 June. 

Rock Sandpiper 31 Hay. A nest containing 4 eggs under incubation was on 
the old runway area about 1/3 the way out on Alexai Point. The incubating 
bird is quite cryptic until it movss. The nest was placed on the old 
rusting steel runway matting with vegetation growing through the holes. 

Glaucous Gull Both birds at Alexai Point on 11 June were immatures. 

Common Tern George Wagner and I had a count of 21 individuals of the 
Nordmann's race of the species (all black caps, all black bills, and 
all black feet) on 12 June in direct sunlight as they fed over the kelp bed 
and 6 to 8 of them perched on some nearby rocks off Barbara Point in 
early evening. Each individual was carefully checked through George's 
Questar. We each counted the birds 4 times to insure the number was 
correct. This is an extremely high count of the species for Attu. 
Also, at the same time onthe other side of Barbara Point there were 
5 Arctic Terns feeding and a number of Aleutian Terns going back and 
forth to the nesting site along the E-W Runway. 



Aleutian Tern A half dozen or so birds landed for several minutes on the 
tundra north of the east end of the E-W Runway on 4 June while the 
remainder of the birds were in flight calling over the nesting site. 
This was the first landing for this year at the nesting colony, · 
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George Wagner stated that based on the previous year the birds don't 
generally start nesting until mid to late June, but start landing briefly 
at the site several weeks prior to onset of nesting activity. On 5 June, 
I had many terns sitting on the tundra on both sides of the E-W Runway 
east of the Main Runway and at the same time counted 45 sitting on the 
E-W Runway.· Also, on this same date I had a high count of 120 individuals. 

Kittlitz's Murrelet 4 June. A bird was seen seen in NW Massacre Bay off 
Brambling Bluff. It was still in mostly basic plumage but was starting 
to change to alternate. 

Whiskered/Crested Auklet 31 May. I did not see the bird well enough to 
determine the species. It flew by me on the south beach of Alexai Point. 
I did not see it until it had passed by me. It was a medium-size alcid 
with all dark gray plumage, slightly darker above than below, with ·a 
red bill. By time I got my binoculars on it, it was flying away from 
me and I could not see any details of the head or bill shape. 

Common Cuckoo 11 June. About 1530, George Wagner and I on our return from 
Alexai Point found a gray-plumaged bird along the road at the base of 

Gilbert Ridge bluffs at the first bend going east. I spotted the bird 
first and called it to George's attention. We spent the next hour and 
15 minutes or so studying the bird and George took 2~ rolls (36 exposure) 
of film of it in various poses. We had the bird in clear view on the 
ground feeding, perching on rocks, in willows, on logs in the driftline 
along the beach, on the face of the bluff, etc. We got within 20 feet 
of the bird at times. We watched it fly at least a dozen times. Its 
flight was falcon-like. We observed it feeding on insects (includig 
several caterpillars) and a worm-like organism. It was catching prey 
on the ground and on plants within 10 inches of the ground. 

The bill was relatively slender with a yellow base with the distal 3/4 
of its length dark. From the base, the bill got progressively darker 
toward the black distal half. The eye ring was bright yellow. The 
head was a soft gray as was the neck and entire back. The wings (when 
folded) were slightly darker gray than the back with the primaries 
darker still, almost black. The tail was very long and blackish with 
the.outer most rectrices on each side banded black and white. The black 
bands were about twice as broad as the white bands. The dark tail 
contrasted with the soft gray back. The chin, throat, and upper breast 
were a soft pale gray. The remainder of the breast, belly, sides, and 
undertail coverts were white. Fine gray bars (about the same color 
as the back or maybe a bit darker) were on the lower breast and belly 
but absent on the undertail coverts. The dark bars of the breast and 
belly were about ~ the width of the white areas separating them. The 
under wing was boldly barred black and white. This feature was seen 
quite well on several occasions when the bird flew past us. 
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Snowy Owl The only bird I saw on this trip was one in upper West Massacre 
Valley on 9 June. However, two others, which I did not see, were seen 
by others on Alexai Point. 

Common Raven On 10 June, George Wagner and I saw a raven nest on a cliff 
face on the east side of Murder Point that contained 3 young that 
were almost full grown. 

Arctic Warbler George Wagner and I saw one by the bridge on the north 
side of lower West Massacre Valley on 9 June. It had dark green upperparts, 
a bold buffy eyebrow, relatively large bill, no wing bar:s, and whitish 
underparts. Bird was apparently of the race borealis. 

Siberian Rubythroat 1) I saw two males on 2 Jtine; one at the stream at 
the midden site at Krasni Point in the morning and the other in early 

evening with George Wagner on the east side of Casco Point. There were 
at least 8 individuals of this species seen on this date by the group: 
2 birds above, 2 in East Massacre Valley (George Wagner),· 2 along Casco 
Bluffs, etc. (Thede Tobish and Mac Smith), 1 at midden site on east. 
side of Murder Point (Jerry Rosenband), and 1 near U. S. Coast Guard 
Warehouse (Pete Isleib). 
2) On 3 June, two males were seen together just WSW of the SW corner 
of'the E-W Runway in the morning and a third male was seen at the tip 
of Barbara Point in the afternoon. A number of other individuals were 
reported by other parties during course of the day. 
3) I observed a male on 4 June perched in a clump of willows singing 
at the base of the bluffs ·of Gilbert Ridge just as the road to Alexai 
Point starts out along the ridge, 
4) The 4 males seen on 5 June are believed to be different individuals 
than tho!'le seen on previous days. They were seen at the following 
localities: two (but not ·together) along the second taxiway parallel 
to the north of the E.;..W Runway and west of the Main Runway; one singing 
along taxiway to south of E--W Runway (this is the shortcut taken from the 
E-W. Runway to road across mouth of Kingfisher Creek); and.one by the 
Fish Hut. 
5) On 6 June, I found a male along Kingfisher Greek in late morning 
about 125 yards upstream from the bridge at the mouth of the creek. 
A number of the Attour group saw it shortly thereafter. 
6) I had 3 males on 8 June: two in Elwood Pass, one e>f which was singing, 
and another singing on the bluffs on the north side of middle West Massacre 
Valley. 
7) ·Had 3 birds in upper West NassacreValley on 9 June; two females and 
a bird we did not see well enough to determine its sex. 

Thus, it is readily apparent that a significant movement of rubythroats 
took place on Attu in early June. 
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Eye-browed Thrush A bird was seen on 1 June on Casco Bluffs near the old 
Loran "A" Station. This bird was seen again on 3 June at the same 
locality. On 12 June, a bird was seen several times along Kingfisher 
Creek in early evening. 

Yellow Wagtail I had a bird at Barbara Point on 30 May and another along 
the beach below the bluffs of Gilbert Ridge on way to Alexai Point on 
31 May. George Wagner and I flushed a bird on the beach at Barbara 
Point on 12 June, which was obviously a different bird than the one 
present on 30 May. 

Black-backed Wagtail A male was seen singing and feeding on insects at the 
old broken-down bridge across the river in .O'Donnell Valley on 9 June 
by George Wagner and I. This bird was first found by Mike Carmody on 
8 June. No female was present. George and I carefully checked under 
the remains of the old bridge but found only afresh nest (no eggs 
yet deposited) of a Rosy Finch. 

Song Sparrow I saw a young bird just out of the nest at the midden site 
on the SE corner of Murder Point on 10 June. The bird could not fly 
very well and was "bob-tailed". 

Lapland Longspur 1) On 9 June, in O'Donnell Valley, I saw a male with solid 
black down both sides (rather than the usual streaks). The black of the 
sides was connected to the black of the breast and throat. Is this 
just a plumage variation? 
2) I found a nest with 4 eggs under incubation in the side of a 4-foot 
bank near the first major be.nd of Kingfisher Creek on 10 June. I found 

·the nest when the female flushed. 
3) George Wagnerand I found a nest with 5 eggs under incubation on 
12 June on the north·.· side of! Big Lake in a thick tussock of dried grass. 

· 4) George Wagner and I found another nest with 5 eggs under incubation 
along the jeep trail about .!;;.;.mile before reaching Elwood Pass on 13 June. 


