ANBUAL REPORT ON RESERVATION WILD LIFE ARD ACTIVITIES

FISCAL YEAR 1935

REPORT OX THE WILD LIFE OBSERVED DURING THE YEAR.

1. Birds observed snd definitely identified({Underlined species
indicate that nests or young birds were found)

A OWL

;

Common T
Ring=billed Gull
Herring Gull
Snow Goose
Canade Goose
Whistling Swan
“hite Pellican

SHORE BIRDS

Wilson Suipe

billed Curlew
lies bern Sendpiper
Featern Willet
Hilson Phalercpe
Killdeer
Upland Plover
Lesaer Yellow-legs
Americen Bittern
Ssndhill Crene
Gemi~-Peluated "lover
Greater Blue Heron
Black-crowned Night Heron

UPLAND CAME BIRLS

Sharp-tailed Grouse
Prairie Chicken

Ring-necked Pheassnt

BIRDS OF PREY
Prairie Falcon

iarsh Hewk
Sperrow Hewk
Golden Eagle
bmericen Hagle
Shogt-eared Owl
Barred Owl
Burrowing Owl




White~crowned Sperrow W
#hite~throated Sparrow lue Bird
Baltimore Qriole Western Wood Pewee
Horthern ohrike

Pall migration started November 28th &% which
struck from the north, and in two deys time & uo:mum
the refuge froze uver, and ell of the ducks mooved on so
Borth Plett River Refuge, and %o Blue Creek, which d4id not give time
%o get on estinete on the number of ducks which stopped on the refugwe.

Spring migration started about March lst., on Merch 6th we had &
snow storm followed by 8 cold weve which froze wp the lakes and forced
the ducks back south %o open weler on the lNorth Platt River and it's
tributerjes which are fed by springs and stay open.

About lareh 10%h ducks and geese sterted coming back in to the
lakes.

The height of apring migretion was reeched in the later part of
darch, and an sstimate indicated approximstely 30.000 ducks on the
refuge with Shovelers predomineting.

Large numbers of Snow Geese stopped on the refuge during spring
migration. Most of these birds stopped on Swen Leke which is on the
went part of the refuge.

doproximately 2000 ¥hite Pellicens stayed on Island Leke until
May 3rd at which time they mooved on north except sbout 50 of these
birds, which have remeined here for the sumwer. About the middle
of June approximately 150 of these birds came ceme back, and at the
present time there a&re approximetely 200 of them, they stay on Cres-
cent Leke during the dsy, and sbout sundown sach evening they come
to Islend Lske which is well stocked with fieh, which they feed on.

Ducks end feese gradually mooved north untill epproximetely 8000
ducks including Coots were lef't, which have remeined for the sugpmer.
This number is divided s proximately as follows:



CovBencsnnsnansnesaaBO00
Blue-winged Te@il....1750
BhovelerBecesssronss 1480
WellardBesescrnsnsse G000
Ruddyecanssssconsecs 50
PlotullBescevessnnse 00
Red=hetdsescssesseeeB200
Gudwellesnsosonnanne 150
Canvea-batkeessssaes 100
Baldptteesssscscnven 50
m#lﬁwcaatwan«.lnn %
sreduewLned ‘f%“' aﬁ

There is approximetely 450 Western Crebes which heve stayed on the
refuge during the summer, approximstely 200 of these have stayed on
Hackberry leke and have done their nesting among the rushes along the
esst and south shores.

It is my belief thet the sbundance of rein durdng April, May, snd
June broke up & number of the nesting ducks within the refuge, @s on
June 27th I found Blue-winged Teal and Shoveler nests which hed only
from two %o four eges iu them. I watched these nests end found that
these bLirds weres jJust Legluning to lay their eggs. Two of these nests,
which both happened %o be of Blue-winged Teel were destroyed during the
time of observation by something.

The only waterfowl tuat cen be found nesting in eny feir nusbers are
Coot, Oreles, and those specied which nest out over the water. Ducks
which nest beck from the lakes on the prairie have but very lLittle cover.
on most ull of the lakes within the refuge. This is due to the mowing
of hoy within the nesting ereas, which during the susmer of 1834 was
mowed right up %c the edge of the lake beds, a8 water levels wers so low
at that tise thatthis could be done.

The sbundence of rain durding ipril, Hey, end June of this yeer brought
the weler levels up %o the stage thal the water now sitssds wp to the
edge of lest yeurs mowing, which lesves very litile cover sround the
lakes.

The following sre lake guoge reedings up %o dete showiug weter levels
since Mey 6th to 9th at which time the gueges were reset this spriog,
gompared %o the last reading taken during 1954, at whioch %ime the guages
were heeaved by ice.

Leat reading neudings taken

W 8& 19354 &% time guages
" were reset e 35 Geim35  G~20~35 P85

et 1 3602.86  3802.84 3802.86  3802.50
faemison 383538 333?' o] 3015.36  3015.34 DE15.36  3815.02
Bean 382050 383016 3630.70  3651.14 3631.3¢  5831.12
Gl MW mom 3E07.78 msw BB0E. 28 m»m
ounuap  3801.85 3802.24 3802.50  5802.64 B5802.70  3802.48



Hackbe .y
Isl |

- Crescent

Deer
Crane

Jones
Smith
Martin

2.

3791.60 3792.22 3792.46 3792.58 37938.93 INe2.50
37683.35 3783.60 3783.74 3763.90 3783.68 3783.42
3791.80 3792.18 3792.40 3792.66 3792.58 3792.34
a718.028 3979.83 3780, 3780.268 3780, 37680.44
3800.82 3801.48 3801.72 $801.86 3801.82 3801.74
3787.44 3788.00 3768.23 3788.36 | 5V08.36 3788.12
3833.16 JB33.93 3834.18 3834.30 3834.34 5834.14
368233.67 3524.40 3824466 3824406 3624490 3824.72
Ho reading 3799.68 35800.26 3800588 3800.74 3800.48
o guege 3836.23 3836468 3837.00 3837.10 3836.88
lio gusge 3843.03 3843.40 3843.80 3843.04 3643.44

About 50 Ring-necked hessants wintered eround Refuge leadgquariers,
and wers fed arcund the flowiag well on Gimlet Lake sbout 40 rods west
of refuge buildings, where they liked to come for wmater.

About 30 Ring-neciked Fhessants wintered along the north side of Isiend
Lake, 1 $urnished the feed, and these birds were fed by Abbott's men
who were feeding & Lerd of catile, and were campsd neerby.

Animal Life

Coyotes have besn cleaned up within end around the refuge during the winter
of 1934-1955, no soyotes have been sighted or heard since ir. John Martin
left here about April 5th.

There wers approximately 225 coyotes caught within 8:.d around the refuge
during the winter which I heave heard of. There were &lsc ¢ {éw packs of
hounds used adjacent %W Crescent Lake Hefupe, &und these partied also ceught

a few coyotes which would place the number at epproximetely 275 coyotes.

Muskrets ere guite scarce i &8li of the lakes within the refuge except Smith
Leke which is on the west part of ihe refuge, on this lake they ere guite
abundent/

In June the Strapping of 8 small number of muskrets st 20 day intervels
for the Muskrat Fur Condition Study in Coopergtion with the Diviséon of
Fur Besources wes discontinued until further notice. This completed a
period of two yesrs. Results of this etudy have not yet been received.

Jack Rebbits are becowming & nulsence, they keep holes dug under the woven
wire goose fence which hes been completed arcund Gimlet Lake. Then Cenadien
Geese are placed in this sres I em afreid is is going to be guite 8 job to ¥
kesp them in this enclosure, &8 my experience with these birds is that they
are pretty much of & fence walker, trying t fiad & place to escepe.

1 purchase & small curton of 22 caliber smuition this spring, end heve
been carrying the rifle with me, and have killed spproximately 300 rebbits
within the lsest 90 deys, but there seems % be jsutl o weny now as there were
when I started %o shoot them off.



ix.

-

Antelope were frequently sighted between the refuge and Ushkosh during
the winter. Huave seen 88 high as 21 in & single bend eround the corn-
fields sbout 14 miles north of Ushkosh, &t which plece they go for the
winter after the prairie dries up in the fall.

Antelope have mooved back morth to the prairies &t the present time.
Un July 2nd I found 3 head of them on the llerris plsce shich is on the
refuge.

Other dctivities
1. Protection

Saw one party this spring fire two shots at & flock of Snow Geese, have
warned this person %o not shoot at eny wore birds out of season.

Ho fires were repotted during the year.

20 lmprovewents snd Hevelopuments.

The Coose fence around Clmlet Lake has bden completed and is now ready
to stock with Censde Ceesse.

The Canade Ueese which ir. Silvermeil of Bridgeport, Hebraska is to tarn
over to the refuge for stocking this asrem were nesting before this fence
wes finished, and could not be mooved, but will bnmnﬁasmu it is
possible to do s0.

Two miles of stock fence has been changed bstween the refuge snd ir. Joe
Hanser which was off line. Also one half mile of fence has been chauged
between the refuge snd . George Dietlein which wae off line.

Approximately two miles of greded road which was built by the CCC during
the summer of 19354 has been putin shape for trsvel.

This road hed several bsd send blowouts start in 1%, these heve all been
filled iu, snd rushes hove Leen cut on Smith and Martin Lekes and applied to
the sendy stretehes which were lmpessible, sad this rosd is now the main
traveled road through the west part of the refuge.

Lake guages were set on all of the msin lskes during the fall of 1954.
These were heaved out by ice during lovember, these were 8ll reset during
the sarly part of Way, and weter levels are apein beling taken each week.

Permenent Bench :arks were pleced on all of the lokes which heve gusges,
during the swuwser and fall of 1954.

Persenent Bench larks heve 8 iso been pluced at each of the m wells used
for ground weter study.

A telephone hes been installed in the cebin on the east alde of the refyge
énd also in the bosewent 8t headquerters, which puts the telephone line
built by the CCC during the sumver of 1934 in working order.






