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GHASCENT LAKS MIOGHATURY sInD HORUGE

QUARTERLY RECORT ON RESERVATION . 9ILD LIFE AND A0TIVITIES
APPURTENANT THERETO.
SHOURD

WARTER FISCAL TEAR 1936

L. Report on wild life observed during the period.

1. Birds observed and defineately identified.

HWaterfowl Jhore 3irds
lallard wilson Snipe
Shoveler jwerican 3itiern
Green-winged Teal #illdeer
dlue-winged Teal #lasck-orowned iight Heron
Cnevas-back Greater Blue lleron
Buffle~hesd Avocet
Gadwall Wwestern Sendpiper
Pinteil Lesser Yellow-legs
ted~hesd
smerican Golden-eye 2Ards of Prey
Seaup
Ruddy Jolden Ingle
fed=bressted ierganser “nld kegle
Auerican erzsnser Prairie Falcon
Hooded Merganser Rough=lesged Hawk
¥histling Swen ‘ Swainson Hawk
Canada Goose Sparrow lHewk
Suow Goose Sed~shouidered Hawi
seldpnte Coopers Hawk
' Western Crebe Burrowing Owl
Bared Crebe Hoot Owl
Pled=silled Crebe Sereech Owl
Agericsn Mering OCull .
Ring-billed Cuil inseotivorous
Uplend Gume Birds Californis Red-winged Blackbird
#estern led~winred Hlackbird
Sharp-talled Jrouae Yellow-headed Bleckbird
Prairie (len drewer Bleckbird
Hing=~necked Pheasont Orow
Hlue Jay
Jrown Thrssher
Americen Hobin
Hourning Love
Hewdow Larvk
Sarn “wellow
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Birds(Cont.)

Ducks from the nopth sterded coming in during the week
of Ceplember 20. An estimate teken on Uet. 4th indiested
aprroximately 17000ducks on the refuge, including Hellerd,
Blue-winged Teal, ‘uddy, Jaldpate, Choveler, Hed-hesd,
Gadwell, and Pintsil. Another sstimate taken on Uct. 16
indicated approximately 22000 ducks on the refure including
Crescent Lake, Howevep, Approximstely 18000 of this number
had connentrated on Crescent Leke alone, leaving but very
few ducks on the other lekes within the refuge. The native
Blue-winped Teal left during the week of Oct. 8%h. The pesk
of migration was reached on Cct. 3lst., esnd en estimete taken
on Cot. 3lst and Hov. 18t indieated 47000 ducks on ihe refugc.
On No¥. 2nd & cold wave struek , driving ell ducks south to
open water on Jlue Creek and the Horth Ulstte Hiver efuge.
This eoid weve &lso brought down flock sfter floex of ducks
which passed on over tha refuge withudt spopping at all. UHo
Ganada Ceese stopped within the refuge during migration, and
only 17 Snow Geese stopped, these being okserved on the scuth
end of Crescent Lske. B8y jlov. § the lokes had opened up again,
and ergunsers, lsllard, and Chovelers had came beck in to the
lakes, sn estimate taken &t this %ime indiecsted 8000 of these
species which hed consentreted on Hlue Leke. A4 part of these
birds remained until the first week in leceaber. 4in estimate
token on ecesber Srd indiceied 4000 of theve birde on Hlue
Leke, of which spproximstely 1000 were #sllard snd Shoveler,
the rensing 3000 being Mergensers., There were slso 11 Swan
observed on Slue lLaeke on Decewber Jrd., these Swen end all ducks
left on Lecember 4th or 5%h at which time the lakes froze over,
end no ducks heve been observed on the refuse since sh-t time.

in the esrly part of Uctouver (10) Canadas Oeese were donated
by ur. Usorge Smith, Ushkosh, lebrasks, end (8) Uaueds Teese,
and (6) lellard Decks were donated by Mr. id iditchell, Lisco,
webraska. The Ceanade Ceecse ware place in the Gimlet lLake Ares,
end the Jiallard lucks were liberasted at refuge headgusriers.
During the weck of lecember lset (5] of the Cenade Ceese came up
missing, and s thorough search for tese birds within this area
was maie, but no sign of them could be found. The remelngnz ten
of these birds have been driven in off of Cimlet lLake %o a2 smsll
grove adjacent to headyuarters where they sre being fed, and 8
ghelter has been constructed to sccomodste them during storms.
™e six Msllsrd ‘ucks which were libersted at refuve hesdquarters
have been meking use of the s.sll pool which is the over-{low
from the storege tank of the water system, and duriasg the fall
decoyed seversl of their species inte this pool, at times this
pool wes gouzpletly covered with ducis.
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Birds{Cont.)

Hing=-necked ‘hersants are becoming quite namerous within
and around the refuge. Jpproximelely 50 of these birds are
wintering around Cimlet _ake aend refuge headquarters.

Several coveys of Prairie Chickens were observed durins the first
part of the guarter, but most of these birds have mooved south
to the fmurming country for the winter. A covey of 23 heve
resfined end are wintering at the north end of Island Lake.

2. Animsl lLife.

Coyotes have bacame numerous during the quarter, these
being siphted quite often while patrolling. . believe th:%
this anusual number of coyotes ulthin the refuge heve came in
from the north, and from the west, 23 shich places & number of
packs of hounds are beiny used to hunt them, snd they heve come
into the refuge where they are not molested, and I believe that
these coyotes will leave the refuge when thelr denning sesson
starts, at which time they will not be hunted with dog's.

Thease coyotes are alm st sure %o come back into the refuge
again during the fall of 1836 snd 1937, a% which time they will
be hunted with dog's agein, and e hunier ssould be asssigned to the
refuge during thet$ time to cleen them up while they mre here, s0

that they will not becowe 50 pumerous thet e part of them will
tnke up their ashode within the refuse. .

duskrats sre well on the incresse, s number of new houses
hsve been bullt on Crene, lieckberry, Island, and Clmlet ~eke,
but I do not believe them %o be numsrous enough to meke trapping
negcesssry.

Jackrabbits are quite numerous, but ere not near ss nuser-
ous as Shey were during the fall ond winter of 1934. I believe
this 18 due to shootin them off last apring., 8% which time sp rox-
imetely 00 of them were killed.

dntelope are frequently sighted south of the refuge, hhve
observed frow 7 to ns high as 81 in & band.

II. Other Activities.
1. fGrazing.

During the second week in vetober 3500 he'd of cattle belong-
ing to the Abbot%t Uompany were mooved from the suume: rsnge
{Enst Division) %o the winter range(Vest Division) sud heve been
fepding there since that tinme. “he summer rence wao grazed
short, but is in much better shape than it wes during the fall
of 1934.



B .

2.

e

4.

L e
Dsher Letivities. Cont.)

Protection.

During the open sesson of algratory birds s me joriiy of
my timc wes spent in pasrolling the refuge. lo violations
ware noted. llunting in this locslity wes done by locsl
hunters who have alweys shown & deal of respect for refupe
boundries.

Ho fires were reported durisg the fell fire sesson.

Improvements and Developments.

The meceatly scquired Dougles tract has been partly posted
with boundry signa, the posts being drove full of sickle seo~
tions %o Reep cattle frim rubb.ng them out. Posts used for
posting this trect were 8 £t. posts and will have to be re-
placed with longer posts later on so thet sattle will not rab
the sigus off.

4 telephone line hes been consiruc:ed from the Island Lake
#igh Cemp on the east side of Islend Lake to the north-vest
side of Islend Lake st which place it ties in to the telephone
line which runs from refuge heedguariers to the ¢suvin on the
east ond of the refuge. “his will be used in cese fire is
sizhted from the Islend Lake Hecrestional Ares, and slso in
ssse violators en¥%er this part of the refugs.

The Harris buildings on the eeat side of Crane Lske nhave
been torn down antd all lumber has beon hauled ‘o refume Lead-
gu rters.

Hea dquarters hduso hes been completly weether atikipped.

Publie elations.

During the open sesson on migretory weterfoxl 8 number of
copies of the 19356 geme laws were made sud plasced in business
places in Oshkosh for the use of the public. Thess were
greatly opprociated bE a2 amber of hunters.

nespeetfully Submitied,

Aeting Supervisor,
Urescent Lake Misretory Bird Tefuge.



