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Int:roduo,tionr; 

Annual Report 

Creseent Lake Refuge 

1937 ..., 38 

In sulnitting this report as an rumua.l , it would 

be somewhat or misnomer. e oannot t1ve the required 

d .ta for the nths ot July,. August., and September. 

The 4arly migration both to and f r om this unit,, during 

th&se months "WOuld b of' interest. We have th rec.or·d 

ot· t he wm-k progress during the ·above months, which are 

giving in the following pages. Will take up the wildlife 

e.s fr October 15,, or the date of our arrival at thi s 

tuge. . All improvements,, completed and inoompleted,. 

were done under the . P .. A. program. All work or men 

and crews referred to in t his report., with t he exe-eption 

of supervisi on, was paid from W . P. A. funds. 

This type •f labor has proved ve-ry satisfactory 11 

deepite rumors , and some public opinion. At a.n.y time,. 

we could rind e. man in the crew that wae experience 

i n almost any type of' wor k t hat t he ocoasion demanded. 
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1ldlif'et 

At the height of the migration during the latter 

part of October and early November. bout 150.000 

tertowl were usin,,; this area,. This estimate ta b s ed 

as e.n estimate only. By this area, e include not only 

Crescent t.ake Refuge. but the adjacent lakes., th t adjoin 

the ref'uge or in oloae pr<ncimity. We felt t hat an 

estimate of the ter-fovrl on only the Refuge ].akes would 

not g;ive a true pieture of t he area~ hen 11 waters 

were so closely rel ted. Mallards were the predominating 

· eoies,. with Pin Tail and Shovellers a close second., 

Large numbers ~r Green Wing Teal were also observed. 

Gadwall. Bal.dpate. Red Heads,. C$.?1vasback. and liuddys 

8re also using th& are-a in numbers,. 

Early in November., at the height of the migration.. 

the lakes froze over c _ lately, oausing the birds to 

le ve. Almost overnight they were gone. Large numbers 

al1ght don Blue Creek., an area of running nter and 

live springs, only ate mili3a from the Refuge .. 

On warm days when the lakes would thaw to some 

extent,, duok oould be seen sitting on the ioe or the lakes, 

or around the shore line. The s a common oceurrenoe 

during the entire winter. 

Several coveys of Sharp Tail Grouse were seen on the 
I 

Ref"u.ge,. as were also Prairie Chickens .. During 'the worst. 

p.art of the winter these birds would use our bird shelters 

and at times wei•e seen feeding in the yard at Ueadqua.rt&rs. 

Pheasant were numberous at all times. On sunshiny 
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mornings they would be oongregated at the awmy s1ds of 

the Resid.en-ee tbrought the winter. 

Beee.use o~ the 'ffllrm."l!Math.r .a,nd tdnds during January. 

s'Om.0 of the lakes showe-d open watm-., Almost at oncta . ., the 

!lards returnech probably from the Blue Creek Con~entration. 

From thi.t> time on,• th$ dueks W&r& returning in ever ino.reasi:ng 

numbers. These too. were perhaps trom the unfr.o.zan ffilters ot 

the Blue Creek area• and the Pla.t 'ba River. Sem.e teedblg 

was done during thi'1J period,. but only at timee een 8.ll 

rood was under snow., ere f'roaen beyond 'the ability or a. 

duok to get tooct,. Perhap.e we are wrong 1n our &tlsumpt1c 

that hand feeding o.f wa:oortmtl ean be as dcetrlmental to 

the good or t he species as .a shortage or f'oocl. We did 

not encour·age· the birds to remain., and f'ed only until 

the lakee would eoon op~n up and nattual food would be 

available . 

March brought the aprtng migration; a s1ght to 

gl~den the heart of the m.ost eoept1oal.. All looal people 

~:rec~ it WU· the gree:tast migration in years., !he f'iret 

birda to arrive 1n numbers were the M.erganooJ"S: olos:ely 

.f'ol1on-d by the Pin 'fail. At :one t1m$ O'\l'er 500 Mer.pns$re 

we,-e eount.ed on Hackberry Lake. The male Pin Tall.a could 

be seen <m every small p.ond, fee.ding along the ab.ore line 

of the lakes and out im the damp meadows.-. In • t ew more 

days tche females e.rd.ved., and at this time many other du.cks# f 

lnolu:ding the Green Wing Teal,, Red Head,. Canvasbacks • . and 

Wh1 stlera. 
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'?he Mxt migration e.f any oonaequence ffl1$ th• 

Shovell.ers. It ,ea.med, at one time. that t'h&re was n.ot 

r<>Qm .for o-the.f's. at Crescent Lake. Around the allore line 

tor a distanoe of m1l~s. it looked a& if the lake wore 

·a be.nd oi.' sh!Dy brown and Ylh:i. te~ these i;,:trd.e moving in 

the sunlight, wer,e, a s1ght that will be long :remembered. 

The 8new Geeee arrived &bout this s:ame time,• 

remain1n~ about 30 ~s. At least l 0.,000 were· hare at 

·c:me ti.me. Sev~r&.1 Blue Ge.ae.e wennn1x1M1 with the bands 

. of the a.hove• A f ew bands1 perhaps 250 in th& aggregate. 

of Canada Geese stopped only for a abort time. One band 

of Whit• h°Gate4. Gees& were s.een on Is:lMld Lake" but they 

too. soon mO'V'ed on. 

Aprf.1 brougb, the later rd.grants: Blue Wl,ng feal.• 

Ruddy:s., and: nwier~s ahore birds •- Avooeta. Pha_laropes •. 

Willetts., Yellow l.eg:s,. :Onttoher-s., and many of the 

Saru1p1pers,. 'l'he Long-billed Curlew could be :seen almost 

on all parts or the Refuge. A few Upland Plover r&ma.1n~d 

through.tout the :SUlJRer • ·as also did the other .ahOt>e b:irda 

mentioned,. Only 3 nest.a cf the Upland Plover were found. 

but it is bellev•d there ware :s.everal mere. ~ Marbltm 

Ga4wit •re s.eea,. but u nests ware tound. the Avocets 

are the most aumel'O\ls ot the &hore bird.a,. On one i..alend. 

on Goose Lake. not an a.ere tn extent., 68 Avocets nests 

were f.ound at ·one time~ 
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nestin~ sea.son aa many broods of' young weN seen. 38 

different. kinda ot small birds were obaerved 1n the tr-ees 

esting Studies, 

Nesting studies were begun here- on May 6 • by Junior 

By June 30_, 2S2 ne&t.s were undllr observation. R-esults 

ng to the depredation of our 

prlnciple predator,. Bullsn-ak s. From data now available,. it 

will se.em over SO% loss will be due to this reptile alone.., 

The nests f~d on isl.an.de and where peninsulas wer/· 

out away fr® the main land., the successful hatohee will 

m«*e than double th-& balance of the area. 

Nesting islands have proved their worth and Qll efforts 

will be directed towar.d the oonstruotion of' ma ' islands 

during the coming 'Wint.er. when possible to work to adva:nt&g& 

in these areas. Only two ne8'ts that were found on islands 

failed to hateh the entire eluteh. e.nd these o batch-&d 

in part. 

Wh11& Skunk were a.ooountable for some loas. ae 

a:re also the Coyote,. these predator& \ffllr'e only guilty 

of' a small part of the loss compared to the Bullsnake. 
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1·.·: 

Veey sat1sfa.otory results weJ"e obtained on our 

predatory animal control work. 43 C.oyot-es were caught 

beginning in November; also 100 Skunks., 3 Weaele • 2 

dger and l Ra.coon. 
4; 

From last y-ear •·s reoorde a decided de-ere.aoe ls 

sh.own from the damage done this year to the nest1ng bird • 

lmpr~ments: 

Many improvements were made during the past year •. 

The sma.:11 re iden-oe building here at headquarters was 

rebuilt 'into 9l1 attraet1ve offtee- and laboratory,. 

~ipp with toilet and lavatory. clothes olo'Btlt and 

supply room. 

A new flag-pole was ere<-'tod and ple.oecl in a new 

looa.tion. This pole was st in tho front 0£ the Residence .. 

It YfllS set in a concrete block ac-cord.ing to speoifioation. 

around the pole. Anothe-r flag-atone lk waa layed trom 

the .Restdenc-e to our new ofrtco buildi ng . 

A supplementary water sy tem ha.s bee-n installed at. 

Read.qu.artera• giving us anotheT 5000 g(lllon wat-er supply. 

Oonsideralle vorlc has been don at the seeond.e.ry 

Headquarters. The house was painted on the in.aide and 

the outside was repaired and the t'oor 1¥&.s painted.. It 

now has a very pl&&sing a.p a.ranee,. 
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A water system ls now beiug installed., and a garage 

is being built. !he barn was rem.odled. the entin 

grounds w.era ,cleaned of debris., and a telephone ia 

being installM. When 11 is completed 1 t will be 

· very desirable puce for an Assistant t o reside. 

Douglas Tract,, 

ho and one•ha.lf m11Gs ,of new wire fence we,re md.l~. 

making the newly aoqutred Douglas tract f'Ully anolosed. 

The balance of' the fence around this 1800 a.ores was 

repo.irM 

North Platte R~fugec 

Three miles or new tenee were built by a W . .A. 

orew on the llorth Platte, Refuge.. Tho work was directed 

f't-om this unit,. 

Sod House Valley: 

The cabin at Sod H~ Valley• on the extreme 

eastern part. ot the Refuge. s been cam,plsted. 

· A combination barn and garage 1s now being built a.t this 

looation. This will give a shelter tor a man and hor e 

at this outlying point. lt will b& used by ~&trol.mul 

or a Predatory animal bunter A or others doing we*. on 

this part of the Rsfuge. The Telephone line trom 

Beadquart.rs to thi& cabin" bas heen eomple.tely repaired .. 

Phones are 1n good working order. This line also 

connects nth the S oondary Headquarters., giving us 
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oqmmm1catlrm with each point .from Heacl-quar'ters. 

Road Repair: 

Several m1les ot th& worst. roads has been covered 

with rushes-~ gi ing us temporary road during the dry 

season. Cattle guards have been placed through tences on all 

of OUJt main r ds., and o.st.. or our secondary roads . 

gul&tion entr 

both the North ana South entra:noes of the Refuge. 

Ree-re tional are si[;ll has been placed at th re-or tional 

area at Isl.and Lake. Ueadquarters sign ll be placed 

n being 

Tre Plantingst 

Ah a.11 of our willOII groves. under planting &re 

e., with .food producing plants,. Large num.ber-s of 

natiw trees and p ants r tr splanted. The following 

tr sand shrubs ,rare planted during Apl"il and May: 

MT Chinese Elm 
8-902 .Ameri-o:an E 
781 Chokecherry 
315 Lileo 
15.5 Russian Olive 

801 Catal.p . 138& :Gr~en Ash 
3162 Blaok Locust 751 Native Willow 
297' ild Currant 361 Cottonwood 
2882 O e Orange 507 Caragana 
lSl. ild Pl 15.870 lloney Locust 
83 Pine 

:1th the fr.equ~t rains,. and varn1 ather during this 

period all tree received e. start, whioh was all one c.ould 
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exceptic0n. 

Then 0$1\& the ~shoppers. First they took the 

leaves. then the ba.r·k:. and now we only haw the slender 

stioka. that a short time be£ore were young he-althy trees,. 

Se4d Crop Ple.ntingt 

Ar w acres were planted to Corn and Milo }'iaize. 

Ae we were s . hat soeptical as the teasi bi li ty of trying 

to raise this type of crop. only acout 10 acres were 

plauted. As there ie now. not ona plant is alive._ and we 

are thankful that more time was not spent on this work. 

In no sense of the i !nation can this country bo olaased 

as a f's.rming . country. We- believe with our system of 

refuges. th.at f:eed can be raised in lcroal1tieer where a 

crop is assured and then be transferred to this type of 

Refuge . ratoor than try to raise it where the <lountry 1s 

not sda.pted to farmh1g. 

· Water Leve ls: 

With the dry year or 1936 all Lakes 'Vlere at an 

extreme low level with ma.ny dry. At the end of winte,r 

'Wit~ its scant pn cip1tation. the lakes were still low. 

Then oame tho rains. Water levels raised in our test 

wells and lekes raised as much as a foot during one stQm 

\ 

according to records.. NQW all lakes and test •lls are 

at a high level. .al3¥ 0£ the dopreesions in the Sand 
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Bills are still hold:ln,g we.tar. Ducks are nesting where 

N t over 50 people visited the Reores.tion Area at 

Island Lake this summer. About 400 small Cat-fish 

{Bull-heads.} vmre, ee.ught. 'the f'isb were poor thi,s year. 

Roads were almost ill'.IPass bl-e from both Oshkosh,. and 

creat1onal possibilities 

\ 

Alliance, due to we.shouts. 'the 

of this Re:l;'uge will never be great,. We do not bEtlieve 

.this area tdll ver hold but very little attraotlon tor 

the Sportsman because ol the poor roads. the great dietanoe 

from e:ny cente-r of population., its typ8 of non-game fish.

and no ha.de trees. 

Gni.zb.gt 

Some 8000 head of cattle are now gr z1:ng on the 

areas leased to the Boyd•Abbott. Cattle Co. Until this 

la.Be expires, :'jf 15,. 1942,. a.bout all we can do is wateh 

the hills betng overgrased,.erosion start,, tUld the meadows 

cut to the wat nt edge.,. and~ pled during the wintw. 

ru:-eas.., or areas that 'll'OUld be nesting e.roas. The e1.t le 

of the possibilities is- the Ghu..et Lake area. This area 

was fenced 1n ls-34., there bGing no grazing since. This 

nesting e.rea of not over ioo acre• produce~ over 50 

Du.ok nest,s,. besides large numbers of Coot. Grebe.,, and 
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is regul ted on the bale.nee of the Re~e.. it oa:n easily 

be seen,. how the production of "ffllterfowl will be inoreasad. 

Ma:omals: 

Antelepe are seen more frequently on the Ref'Uge. One 

Doe and twin ' Mis . were soon on the extreme East boundary 

of the Refuge . Several small bands M'Ve been s~en on 

various parts of the Refuge Nowhere are they abundant, 

nor do they seem to have a fi :- ed range,. moving from the 

ta.bl lands to the Sand Rills and returning. 

ltestern Duck Sickness; 

-·~ severe outbNak of this Dumc sickness oooured tr• 

reports., in August and September 19.37. Many dead birds 

were &e"ln rter our arrival at this Refuge on Ootober 15. 

A few sick birds were pioked up and brought to Headquarters 

£or tr atment., 50% re saved and released. In April 

and the- first part of May 1938, anethef' ooeured on Deer 

Lake, on the Refuge , and Blao Staer Lake, a le.lea lying 

about one mile from Peer Lake, and off tl:e Refuge . No 

other lakes were attected. 'ie now have e. Duck Hospital 

under eonstruct1on. We hope t.o bo able to aaYe at ha.st 

a good percentage, in oa.&e another outbreak ooours.. 

Law Qif orcenent: 

No cases wet'e made during the year._ no violation 

reported. nor do we expeot ~ , • as· the general public's 
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re ot t<Mard tmJ e£uge is of tho highest. D-Jring tho 

open Duck seaGon.,. a pa t rol s made daily._ not a shot was, 

heard anywhere near the Reftlge boundary. 

Public Relations : 

The people of this C«amUtli ty are very friendly t rd 

the Ret'ug-e. and are becoming cweeo. All djacent 

prop r ty owners ar-e l.ar ,e cattle ranchor • and show the 

highest type of' Western Hoap1tal1ty. The peopte 1n the 

towns ~e shmm an interest in th& ork vm are doing. 

e de it one of" OU!' ldutios to explain to them the work 

116 a.re doing tO\ftl.rd the oonservation of wildlif,e . 

Have spoken befor tb.: ~r.-+'." -:, .. Club and C-01:._,mereial Clubs . 

of Oshkosh. Boy Scouts were invited t:o spend a ek-end 

flt the f.'uga . in obs ervance of' Wildlife w.eek. 

Thee:& contacts have led up to the subject Qf 

sour ing Basements of s desirable wildlif'e ar as. 

Progress is being made~ and believe e will seoure 

some Easements on the Blue Creell area, o.nd also adje.oent 

lakes. 
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LIST OF BIR~S E 

C!1 ·~C · T LA E Rr: 'UGE ( !E ~ • ) 

1937-38 

Ear~d Grebes 
Pied.-bill d ebe 
Western Grebe 

Ring-billed Gull 
Franklin Gull 
Blaok Tern 
Forster• s Tern 

.AT F<m"'L 

Cor or ts (probably doubl crested 
Pelicans 
.tmerioe.n M r g s rs 

llard 
Gad . 1 
Be.ld,ate 
Pintail 
im n Teal 

Whitler 
Green-vringeu Tel 
Shoveler 
Redh ad 
Oanvasb ok 
Lesser ~ca.up 

ng-n.ecked 
Buffle Read 
Ruddy 

o :t- e.rop~ 
vooet· 

Wi l ~rt' f! Snipe 
Dow.ttoher (Long Billed) 
Stilt andpiper 
Bird' s Sandpiper 
Long-Billed Curlew 

SBORE BIROS 

I 
I 

Snow Geese 
Canada ue'e e 
Blue Oee$e 
hite-fronted se 

Glossy Ibie ~ 
Gr at Blus Heron 
Blaek-orownecj ight Heron 
!merican Bitter~ 
Sand Hi 11 Crane 
Sora 
Ooot 

Least Sandpiper 
Spotted S dpiper 
Dar bled Godwi t 
Le r Yell Leg 
hillet 
upland lover 
Kill 



INSECTIVOROUS 

White-Crowned Sparrow 
Wo,stern !re~ SpU'row 
Junco 
Towhee, 
Rose-BEeasted Gro beak 
Lark Bunting 
Barn Sl'ffl.llow 
Bank Swallow 
White-Rumped Shrike 
Northern Shrike 
Red-Eyed Vireo 
Black-Pole Warbler ~ 
Audubon Warbler 
Ciren B1rd 
Western Y~llow Throat 
Longtailed lbat 
Am&rican Redstut 
Monkingbird 
Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
House Wren 
PJ'airie Marsh Wren 
Olive ... Baoked Thrush 
Robin 
Blue B1rd,. Mountain 
lellow-Bi l led Cuckoo 
Re4-Eeaded odpeeker 
Nwthern Fliekor 

I 
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W&stern Night Hawk · 
Kin.gbir« ( E ete-rn) 
Arkansas Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
Eastern M.eadow Lark 

. Western ad.ow Lark . 
gpie 

Blue Je.y 
Crow 
Bobolink 
CO'Wbird 
Yellow-Headed Blackbird 
Red- ln,ged Bl okbird 
Orchard Oriole 

· B1'l.timore Oriole / 
Bronzed Cre:ekle 
Rocky Moutitai,n ~rosbe 
Red. Poll 
Gold Finch 
Fine Siskin 
English Sparrow 
Lapland Longspur 
Vesper Sparro 
S.ong Sr- a.rro 
Lark Sparrow , 
Brewer's Blackbird 
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NS .. C,Q,L_()OJ I 

Crescent Lake Refuge, Headquarters 
October, 1937 

\-.)E; - C.,{2,.\ .. - c,q? 
Crescent Lake Refuge, Headquarters 

June - 1938 
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Hauling old cement for flag stone walks NE -02,L_ CC\~ 

f..JE - C.-Q,L=3Cj4 

The start of walk and flag pole base 

'NG-CQ.t..-0°6 
Flag pole base complete , with walk 

.. 
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'N5-C-Q.L 09 <D 

Le.ttice fence both for"looks" and service 

1'.\f _ C)2. l.-0°11 

The finishing of our Office building 
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NG-C2LcA8 ' 
The secondary headquarters before work 
was started 

Trres trimmed 

-. · NG-Ciel- 100 
The house &fore work was started 

- see next page-
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Two views of the Residence at the secondary 
headquarters 

.. 
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N~_ce.t.,_1 o;;:1 
Old cement platform at the secondary 
headquarters 

\'-JG_ c,,Q. L- \ ~ 
Building of garage and f'uel shed on the 
above platform 
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l\.t_ C (2-l_ lO'\' 

Rushes ~d hay left in fipld by 
ra.nshers- hauling to roads 

Haying roads 
N£_ C. Q.L_ \ O'S 

Ni:::"-WL-\0\9 
This road impassable before 11haying" 
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NE-C Q.,L-101 
The start 0£ a culvert to drain road 

Spreading loam on road 

Dragging road 

,.. 
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N E-C '2..L-\l C> 

Cutting off peninsulas to make islands 

Ns_ c.,Q.L _", 

Another island almost completed 
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Tree planting 

-----.--==;-._.- ,t llili ~ .~ H I .. 
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· N~-WL-\\3 
These shelters are being rebuilt, bringing the back 

to the ground, leaving only small esoape openings 
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Avocet 11e~t 
'NS-CQL-114 

Another 
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Avocets on Island in Goose Lake 

68 nests found on thti Island 

I 
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Mallards ooming into Crane Lake NE-CQ.L_ \ I lq 
January 1938 

Same bend as above 
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Part of the furs taken on our 

Predator control project 

This litter of skunks were all killed 
at one time . 

One days catch of Co~otes 



State crews seining carp through ice 

Dead fish at Crane Lailce 
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