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Forewordi«

This refuge has experienced & wvery successful year. Water
levels have held their own, and in some lakes tho levels are higher
than last year. Food snd cover plants heve made a "comeback” from
the drodth periods All physical improvements arc completed, with
the exception of a boundary fence, and perhaps, a week's work to
complete the water system at the wamd;a,;y headquarters.

Fifteen thousand fence posts from af‘ Bureau W.,P4d. project in
Idaho, are now stored at this refuge, uwéiting the expiration of
the present szrasing lease; and some contemplated land trades to
round out our boundaries.

One of the largest wild hay erops in years is expected, and
range lend is producing more feed than recent pact seasons, Buck

brush and wild rose are again seen over the sand hillss

Wildlifesw

We oan report no exceptional gain in wildlife, nor do we see
any decrease in all species combineds The fell migration of 1938,
and elso the spring migration of 1939, we believe to be rather
exceptional, in that one specie arriving et one times In August
1838, a large migration of Shovellers and Blue Wing Teal came,
remained wntil September, then ‘hh@y passed on, with other species
closely followings It was almost impossible to make an accurate

senses of the Waterfowl using the area.
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We do not believe there were over 50,000 waterfowl on the refuge
at any one time, but with the pronounced concentration of one
speciesat a given time, we would estimate a total of 200,000
waterfowl in the aguregate that used the area during the fall
migrations

It seems, from our observations of the migration, that the
early arrivals, assisted by the countelss Coot, depleted the supply
of the early ripening pondweeds, and then moved ons The next
arrivals would do the same with their favorite food,

A small increase was noticed in the numbers of CanvasXbacks,
froz the fall migration of 1837, But a decrease was seen in the
numbers of Green Wing Teals

A large migration of birds, not ineluded in our total
est mate, was the Mergansers. Countless thousands came just
before the freeze. When one would drive up to one of the lakes,
the entire lake surface would look like it was covered with small
whitecaps as they would take winge.

Our estimate of the tobtal waterfowl at the height of the
spring migration was al:o 50,000 birds. Meny of the early
migrants passed by as all lakes were frogen until after March 15,
Large fiights of Pintalls were seen passing over, or alighting for
a short time along the shores or in open fields, where small pools
had formed from melting snow, BSand Hill Cranes were by far more
abundent than the pust seasons At the peak of their migration,
flocks were in sight for hours passing high over head, sending

baek their wierd calls.
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White Pelicans were alsc more numerous this years Our
estimate being 15,000 birds, using the refuge lakes, and lakes
bordering the refuge. These birds stayed in the area over a
month longer thar the previous season. Last year they left on
liay 20, while this year they stayed until June 15,

The Snow Cesse were either not as abundent as the past season,
or else falled to stop.

A lone American Egret was seen on the shore of Crescent Lake
on March 29, but this was the only time it was sighteds We find no
record in the refuge files of this bird being seen here befores

lerny Longebilled Cerlews are again nesting over the areas A
few Upland Plover are secn, and the usual amount of Avocets, and
other shore birds, )

A -light increase is noticed in ‘oth Sharpetail and Pinnated
Grouses Two broods of Prairie Chicken, and one brood of Sharpetails,
have been observed cn the refuge, and others reported having been
seen by neighboring ranchers.

Preasants are abundant over all the refugej meny young birds are
seen,

About the usual number of Antelope are on tho_refuga. 8ix head
were secn at Camp Valley, and five head were using the area east of
Crescent Lakes, No fawne have been seen this year by any of the
refuge help.
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Recrection Areasis

liany fishermen visited this area at the opeining of the
fishing season. One Sunday, 42 cers were counted, this one day
more people were on the recreatiomal arsa, than the total for the
ssason of 1938,

Limit catches were made of "Bullheads", (the only specie on the
refuge) during the first of the seasons

Many cars came from the easterxpart of the state, some 400
miles, and 30 of these miles over sandy trails, to fish for this
type of fishe One can only wonder at the trend toward outdoor

reocreation,

Plantings e

Since the completion of the physicel improvemente, on ghe
refuge, all efforts have been directed toward the Blologleal
development of the areas This is severly handiceped by the present
graging lease that does not expire until May 1942,

We have areas where grazing ie prohibited. On these rnst?ietad
areas, we now have a good stand of aquatic vegetation, well bordered
with Bullrushess Behind these rush borders we have shown wild
¥illett and Smartweeds The areas that nescd the most development,
~are now open to razings The limit of cabtle (4000 head) are now
grazing on the rafug€; This stock will be allowed to go into
nesting sreas, lake shores, and potehols areas on July 16,

eccording to the leass, During hot weather these cattle will wade
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out in the lakes, pulling up aquatic vegetation and trampling down
the Bullrushes, Any tree plantings would be destroyed.

These diffioultics are just being guoted to show the impossibility
of fully ‘mproving the area until after the expiretion of the present

leacc.

The following plentings have besn made on areas that can be

protected;
13760 Willows 2780 Honsy Locust
600 Choke Cherry 1160 Blact Locust
200 Buek Brush 2000 Ash
5000 Indigo Bush 6000 American Elm
100 Clamatis 1550 Chinese Elm
1000 Red Cedar 1000 Ruscian Olive

Of the aguetic plentings the following were transplanted to

barren areag:

20,600 Hard Stem Bullrush root stocks
2,900 Arrowhead roots

Bight hundred poundes of Wild Rice were planted during May,
a8 werc 200 Cmartweed and 8 bags of Wild Hillett,

All of the above aguatic plantings are showing a good growth,
Wild rice has made e growbh of 23 inches, but on our last test, it
showed an unhealthy conditions This may be not & cerious condition,
but a close check will be kepts DBoth Smartweed and Millett are
making a repid growthe

Choke Cherry and Buck Brush were transplanted during the winter
months. These plants were dur up, leaving the fro.em earth on the
roots, end transplanted under Willow groves, snd eround our uyland

game shelters., These plante are making a good srowth end are bearing



fruit this season, At least 75% of the willows planted are growing,
About the same ercentage of the Indizos are elive and meking a good
growthe The Clumatis are all growing with the loss of a single plant.
Red Cedar are elive only where planted under the willow groves where they
are well shadeds FHuscion Olive and Chinese Elm are showing a good
survival, expeciall!y where protected by other growths. Ash is also
doing fine where planted in Willow groves. Loousts are slso showing
about & 764 survivals American Elm hes shown the largest loss.

But all plantings that were made as an under-plamting, are showing

8 good growth, We are pleased to sbate, that there is no loss

from presehopperes thies seasons With ewple rainfall, and the freedom
from the grasshopyer plague of last year, all trees planted on this |

area this year, should get & good start.

Predator Controlie

From records avallable from the nesting studies which are
being conducted by the Reseerch Division, they show we will have
to carry on a relentless control of jredators. The Bullsnake is
the oubsbanding predator on nesting waterfowl. Skunks are also
taking their toll of eggss DBut only one revord of Coyote damage
hag been recorded, to nesting ducks,.

‘We expect the records to show a 70% losc of nouedivers nests
by Snakess This loss of 70% is just an estimate, final fipures will
not be aveilable until after nestinz season, but we do know the loss
to be enormoucs

We have experimented with several types of snake traps, and heve
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found the funnel type, eas planned by ¥re Imler of the Research
Division, to be very sstisfactorys Over 200 Bullsnskos have been
caught in these trapss It is our belief, that this control work,
will show resulte in another season, It will elso be necessary
to control skunks, at all semsonss We aleo plan to keep %ﬁn
Coyotes down to a miaimnmm Fortywthree Coyotes were trapped, and
fifty~two skurnks, during our Predatory Animal control program,
ending December 31, 1938,

Refuge Improvemenbes

With We Ps As funds and lebor, sesondary headquarter buildings
were complebeds A combinetion garage andeval shed was built.
The storage cave was rebuilt, the yeerd fensced, and the residence
painted.

The residencd at the Secondary hesdquarters has boen piped
for weter and a hot water tank installed, A windmill and water

tank was erected, but is not completed at this dates

This will complete all contemplated improvements on this areaj

it least,until the expiration of the present gra,ing lease, as

mentioned earlier in this reports

Law Enforcement:

In taking the Test Well and Lake Gauge reading each weeck it is
necessary to visit all parts of the refuges As no certain days are
set aside for this work it gives us a zood check on any trespassess
During hunting season a strict patrol was mede daily, but not ome

violation was observeds
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North Flatte Refugese

This area located 110 miles west of the Crescent Lake
Refuge, has been supervised from this station.

As all gra.ing leases expired December 31, 1988, it wes necessary
to construct six miles of fence to enclose the Leke Alice unit. This
work wae done with Wy P, As labor, and the materials were furnished
from the Crescent Lake supply.

The Lake Alice area, since the exclusion of graszing, we believe,
will be of some value as a nesting Qrsa. This leke is filled each
year in May, and holds a steple water level until Hovembers At this
time, the water is let out to fill Lake Minatare, only leaving a
small amount of water in the lake during the winter months.

The water flucuation in Winter Creek Lake and also, in Lake
Minatare, is so great that these areas are worthless as a nesting
are s

While the refuge es a whole, is not of value as a breeding
ground, it is of value as a westing ground, We believe a conservative
estimate of both Geese and Ducks ?eéting on the area during the fall
migretion was 40,000 birds,

These birds would rest during the day on these lakes and go into
the corn and grein fields at night., T!:is area again proves it worth
during hunting season. As soon as the birds were disturbed on the
North Platte River, they could be seen going to the refuge lakes by
thousands .

The Lake Minatare area has been highly developed as a recreational
arex by the Reclamation Bureau®s Veteran's Cs Cu Cs camp at Lake
linatare, This has worked some hardship on upland game, as several

good brush areas were cleared for camp sitess This problem has been
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worked out, and will not heppen again in the futures

With the closing of the Lake Alice unit, both to stock and to
the publie, this area will become attractive to wildlife, both upland
game and waterfowl.

The recreational aresa on Lake Minatare is closed to the publioc
from September 16 to May 15, thus leaving wildlife undisturbed during
the spring and fall migrations.

Respe tted

e



