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Creaoent Lake Ret"ug~ 
Year ending 

JUNE 30, 1939 

This refuge he.s experienced e. very suooesst'ul year, Water 

levels have held their OWfl.i and in some .lakes tho levels are higher 

than last year, Food and oov~r plants have m~de a "eomeback11 fr<>m 

complete the water eystem at the seoan<il8fY hedquart&rs, 
1 

Fifteen thousand tenc~ posts from a~Bure u W.P.A. p ·ojeot in 
t 

Idaho, i'l.re now etored. at 'bh1.s retug~. a.waiting th1:t expiration of 

tho present grasing lease, and some oonte~plated land trades to 

rounu out our boundaries. 

One of the largest wUd hay crops tu years !s e:xpected, and 

range land is producing more feed than re cent p ~t Ha.sons• Buok 

brush end wild rose are ag~in eeen over the sand hills• 

Wildlife t• 

We can report no exoe.ptional gain in wi ldlife, nor do we see 

IIM,y deor&ase in all species combined.. The f'e.11 migration or 1938, 

and also the spring migration or 1989. we believe to bo rather 

exceptional. in tha:t one spec ie arriving at one t1mett In Auguet 

195S• a large migration ot Shovellers e.nd Blue Wing Teal cam.e~ 

remained until September, then they passed on, with other species 

closely following. lt was almost 1mpoas1ble to make an aoourate 

eenses of the Waterfowl using the area, 
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We do not believe there wet'e over 50,000 waterfowl on the refuge 

nt any one time , but with the pronounce4 concentration of one 

speo1e.5at a. given tURe, we would estimate a total of' 200,000 

waterfowl in the aggregate that used the area during the fa.11 

migration1 

It se•ms. from our observations ot the migration,. that the 

early arFival • asSieted by the countelas Coot, depleted the supply 

of the early ripening pondweed:e , and then ·~d on. The 11).ex't 

arrivals would do the same with their favorite food• 

A small increase •s noticed in the numbers of Canvas backs, 

from the tall migrtttion of' 1937• But a de cree.se was seen in the 

numbers of Gr~n Wing Teal, 

A large migration of birds• not ineluded 1n our total 

est 'mate , was the Mergansers. Countless t housands ea.me just· 

before the f'reez9. When one would drive up to one of the lake , 

the entire lake surface would look like it ft& ¢Qvered with small 

whitecaps as they would take wing. 

O\lr estimate ot the total waterfowl at the height ot the 

spring migration wa.e also so.ooo bi:rda. MM.y or the early 

migrants paa ed by as all lak~s qre frozen until arter March 1s. 

Large flights of Pintails were S10en passing over, or alight i ng for 

a short time along the shore$ or in open f1elde• whsre small pools 

had formed trom melting snow. Sand Hill Cranes wen by far more 

abundant than the past season. At the peak of their mi gration; 

flocks were in sight for hours passin~ high over head, sen4ing 

back t heir wierd ea.lls• 
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l'ihite Pelicans were also more numer-ous this year. Our 

eatime.te being 15~000 birds, using the refuge lakes, and lakes 

bord•ring the refuge,. 'lhese birds sta.y&d tn the ai-tni over a 

month longer than the previous season• Last ye r they left on 

Ray 20. while this year they stayed until ,June 15. 

The Snow Geese were either not as abundant a the pE'tst season, 

or else tailed to stop. 

A lone American Egret -was seen on the sh:ore ot Crescent Lake 

on March 29, but this was the only time it was sighted. We find no 

record in the refuge tiles of this bird being seen her.-, before·• 

M!m:;/ tong-hilled C<trlews a.re age.in ne$ting ov~r the area. A 

few Upland Plover ue seen, and the usual a.mount of Avooete, and 

other sho:re birds• 

A :. light increase ls noticed in 'Loth Sharp•ta.U and Pinnated 

Grou e, fwo broods ot Prairie Ch1okon, and one brocd. of Sharp•ta.Us., 

have been observed. on the refuge,. and others reported hav,ng been 

seen by neighboring ranchers. 

Phe!.sants v~ abund .nt oite?' all the refugeJ many young birds a.re 

A.bout the ueual number of Aut~lope n on th'3 retuge. Six head 

were seen at Camp Valley, and five hee.4 weJl'e using the area east of 

Crescent Lake. No .fawns have been aeen this year by any of the 

Fefuge help.; 
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Recreation Arec.s t• 

Many tbhermen visit d this a~ea at the op~1ning <'>f tM 

tishing season. One Sunday. 42 oars 'MH''e counted., this ons day 

more r,eople were on the recreational area, than the total tor th• 

season ot 1938. 

Limit catoh,HJ 'W\lt"e made of "Bullheads'\ (the only epe.cie on the 

ref uge) during the first of t he sea.son,. 

Ma.."'ly oars came trom the 4'astet'.iCp·art of the etate_. some 4,00 

miles, and JO or these miles over sandy trails, to f'ish for this 

type of fish, One can only wonder at the trend toward outdoor 

recreation. 

Plantings;• 

Since the completion of the physical improv~~ents, on the 

refuge. all ef forts have been directed tm,ard th& Biological 

development of the area. This 1s severly handioaped by the present 

grazing le se that does not expire until .M&.y 1942,. 

We have area.s where grazing is prohthited. On these restricted 

areas, we now have a good stand of aquatic w getat1Gtl~ well bordered 

with Bullrushes. Behind. these :rush bQrders we have shown wild 

J!U.lett and Smartwtled.. The areas that need the :most development, 

are now open to ra.z'ing. 'l'he limit of cattle (4000 head) are nm, 
I 

grazing on the retuge • This stock will be allowed to go in.to 

ei.ccorliing to the lease. During hot weather t hese oattle will wa.de 
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out in the laktH1 1 pulling up aquatic vegetation and trampling down 

the Bullrushes., Any tr e plantings wonld. bed stroy d. 

These difficulties are just being quoted to show tbe impossibility 

of fully tmproving the aree. until after the expiretion of the pr sent 

leace. 

The f ollovring planttnge have been made on e:rea.s that ee.n be 

pi-oteeted1 

1s1so ·wuiowa 
500 Choke Cherry 
!00 Buok Brush 

5000 Indigo Bu.sh 
100 Cl.amatis 

1000 Red Cedar 

2150 Honey Locust 
1160 Blact Loou&t 
2000 Ash 
6000 .American Elm 
1550 Ch .:n.ese E · 
1000 Ru cian Olive 

or the aquatic plant1:ngs the following were transplanted to 

201600 Hard Stem Bullrush root stock 
3., 900 Al"rQ\'!'head roQts 

Eight hundred pounds or Vl1ld Rice wel'e pliante<i during May, 

as wer'G 200 Smart-weed and 8 bags or 1 ild Millett« 

All or the above aquatic plantings are showing a good gronh. 

Wi ld rioe hae made a gromh of 23 inches, but on our last test. it 

showed n. unhe lthy condition. This may be not a serious condition. 

but a olo$e check will be kept. .Both Smartweed and Millett are 

Choke Cherry a.nd Buck Brush were transplanted during the winter 

mon1:ihlh Theee pltu/1\S were dug uz; . leaving the fro z;e!l earth on the 

roots, end transplanted under Willow groves, and eround our uplan4 

game sheltfl}rs. The3e plants are making a good ~:r-owth and are bearing 
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fruit this sea.soii. At least 75%, or tho willows planted are g~OJt!.ttg• 

bout the same eroentage of' the lndi0 os $r0 alive and r.taking a good 

1rowth• The Clc. ati a.re all growing with th loss or a single plant.-

Rod Cedar are e.Uve only where planted und~r the willow gro'V9S wh.e·l"e they 

are ll shaded. Rued.on Olive and Chinese El m t\re showing a good 

s vival.,. e:icpeoia.l..ly whlllre pr-oteccted by other e;:r -tho. Ash 1s also 

doing tine w ere planted 1n \"lillow grooves, Locusts are aleo shQ'Wing 

· t out a 76% a•ll""V-ival. Amed.ee.n Elm has shown t he largest lo$&• 

Sut :t1 plantings th$.t vmre me.de as an undel"'-pl$Xi.thlg. are showing 

a good growth. We ar e pleased to state• tl t there ie no l~ss 

from ~re.$ehopper s this oe sen. Vf1th e!Dple r ainfe.ll, 0.1,d the f're:edom 

i'rom. th gra hop;,$!' plague of la.st yeu, all trees planted on this 

area this year; sh-ould get a good stait. 

Fredato~ Contvoli• 

From record& ave.He.bl• fr-om the nesting studies trhich are 

being oondu.ot&d by the Rese~oh Divi 1011, they show we will have 

to earry on a r elentless oentt-ol 0£ p:red,atot"a• The Bullsna.ke ts 

the outetaru:Ung predator- on nesting watertaw,l._. Skunke are also 

taking th$ir 'boll of' eggs. But onl1r one reoord of Coy te damage 

MU bben re corded.,, to n•stiltg du.oka-. 

We expect the record.a to show o. 7<:l}t lou ot z:.on•dlvers ne&ts 

O!' Snakes . This lo.es of 70% its just .en estiro.ats• f'innl figures will 

not be a.va.Uabl• unti l after nesting eta.son,, but VfEI do know the lots 

to bo enonnous, 

We h.9.ve $iirperimented with several types of.' sru:tke t raps, and he:~e 
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Division, to be very aatisfaotory., 0'.rl1lr 20·.1 Bullsnakos rutve 'bee.n 

oaught in thee" traps., It is ·~ · belief, that th.i s oontrol work• 

vrill show r•sults tn $.no\her a.ea.$on. lt will also b.e neeaese.ey 

to oontrcl skunks,. a.t all seasons• We e.l.so plan to keep the 

Coyotes down to a m1n1mum• FOf'\ty•threc Coyotee v1ere tr-.ppe4, and 

fifty-two skunks,. 4.ur1ng our Predatory Animal control prOt!;l'Gm• 

ending D:eeem:ber 31, 1911• 

Refuge Iinprovementa.t 

With w. P.A., twlds and labor, seoonda.ry headquutar buildings 

were complet ed. A oombtne.ti.on garage andooa.l ~hed ns built, 

Th& etera.ge ea.w ne rebutlt, the yeQl'd fenced, and the red.denee 

painted. 

fhe rest.denoe e.t the Seeendvy hee.dqu.uters hat boen piped 

t or W&.ter e.nd a hot vaater tank inett\l.ll•d.• ~i windll:.111 and water 

tank was '$rocte4,. but ie not c·oxnpleted at thh date;i 

This will <,Qmplett a.11 c ontempla.ted improvemen:ts on "this areaf: 
''•,:.:---:»,,,., 

mentioned earlier in this report• 

La.w Entoreementt 

violation was obeerveth 

I 



Nt>rth Platte Refuge«• 

This s.ree. loeate<l 110 mi.let ,-st of the, Oresoent Lake 

Refuge, has been supervised from this station. 

As all gi"&zing luses expired Deoemher 31i 1958• it ns necessary 

to oonst:ruet six miles or fence to enclose the Lake Allee untt. Thie 

work -.s done with W, P. A, labor, and the ma:\eriallS were turntshed 

from the 01"'fH@ent Le.k$ $Upp ly •· 

The Lake AU.ce a.rea. since the e;xclueion ot gra.dng,, we believe, 

wUl be or some value as a. nesting area, This lake is tilled ea.oh 

year 1ra. May, and holds a staple water level until November, At this 

time, the water is let out to fill Lake Minatare, only leaving a 

small amount of water in the lake during the wiri:ber month.th 

The we.tin• tlucue.tion 1n Winter Creek Le.It$ eand also. in Lake 

Vine.tare• 1 s so great that these areas are worthless aa a. nestlng 

While the refuge as a. -.mole• is not o:f' value as a breeding 

ground,. it ls ot value e.s a ttest.1ng ground. We believe a conserva.tiV& 

estimate ot both Geese and Dttcka resting on the area during the fall 

mig:ration ft8- 40;.000 btris • 

These birds woul<l rea'i during the d.ey on theH lakes and go into 

the oorn a)ld grain fields e.t night. Thi s are~ age.in proves it WOl"th 

during hunting season. A& soon as the birds were disturbed on the 

North Platte IU.ver, they could be seen going to the retuge lakes by 

thou=iantlth-

The Lake Minatare area has been highly developed as a re,ereational 

area by the Reel8.1:'a.ation Burea~s Vetere.n*'s o. c. o. camp e.t La.k$ 

Minatare. 1'h1s has worked some hardship on upland gam.o, as severe.l 

good brush. areas were oltt1&red for oamp sites, This problem has been 
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worked out. and will not happen a.gain in the tuture. 

With the olodng of the Lake Allee unit, both to stock and to 

the public# this area will beoome attra.cth~ to nldli:f'e, both upland 

garMJ and waterfowl. 

The recrea.tiona.l area on Lake Minatare is closed to the publlo 

from. September 15 to May 16, thus leaving wildlife undisturbed during 

the spring and fall. mir.ration.s. 
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