


R-Niobrars
Reports,

Wiobrara Reservatica
In Nebraska

P.0, Valentine, Nebr,
January 17' 102%,

Bureau of Biclgical Uurvey
E.W.Nelson Chief
Washington D.C,

My Deer Siri-

In response te the Riloyﬂ's'r.tor January 5' asking for
above Report 1 enclose Lhie same, Touching on lhe points that
have been asksd for particularly, and others alse of intarcat,

Ia said letter I quote ms follows, " We have not raseived
a report from you ae te the work completed unde: the Kizer con-
tract, " Is it meant that I heve never reported thet the Kizer
dontract work wae coupleted ? ;

Under date of November 14' I sent in the vouchier for
Payment to Mr Kizer in completion of his coantract, snd in my
Weekly report for the Wesk of Hov 12 to 18 under dste of Nov 17
I state " The Kizer work is completed and I have taken over
the work this A M." Nov 18! " Kizer departed for howe
and setiled with me at office this A M, " The 8 Voucher
stated tLhat the Kizer work was completed, _

Moel Truly Yours

If it will be of interest to you ia figuring, I believe that Mr,
Kizer made a clear profit of ap.rex Six hundred dollars on his

work, I Had a (mthor close line up on hie expenses,

r
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Progress Report, Niobrara Reservation ,Nebraske
For Calendar Year 1922,

"

Fence Work. With the opening of Spring westher and the leaving

of frost from the ground, fence construction work
was resumed, and instigated up to the last duy of June, 1922,
This was in detail as= followsi- The mslection and establishaent
of the line for the fence, the stauking for the post hole digger and
the hauling and proper placing of posts and wire, The setting of the
posts in readiness for the placing of Lthe wire st a later time,
Tas poste were set complete for Lhe whole line @nd tie up of the line

nade at the point of beginuing, The woven wire rolls
were alson placed Lo advantage over most of the line in readiness
for the wire gangs that will follow. ’ One eapensive detail

was the clearing and chopping of the right of way for the wire, through
considerable timber pat.chu

Cook Shackk, In addition One cooking kifchen on wheels was con-

structed for use on Lhe wrok work and one permanent cabin
for comp was built at an advaatageour poiat to center the working gangs
that will be necessary on this feace, The location of the
lat ter waws chosen with a view Jor its future use in operat.a.ona of the
new mnt.uren, ; e

Foven wire angd Placing of woven wire by Chas Kizer , who had
Completed Fence, contract for placing the same over a certain distane

was terminsted Hovember 18' 1922, The distance
his contrect was Yo cover, was two snd Fifty six one' hundredths miles
(2.56 wiles ) and the cost was § 1298,76, ' . This took the
fence from the starting point marked A. on the skelch map to a point
close to the Runyan north east corner uarked B on sketch,

On Hovember 18' a smal) additional gang of workmen continued the
wire placing to a point midway of the Simmons place boundary and marked
0, The time of this additional work was
Rovanbcr 14! to December 7' The distance covered Approx 1 5/8 miles,
The additional cost of this exiended operatiomns was

For lLabor n & ko6,
For Operations Ford Car, Brain for tean, rmtal
camp house Blacksmithy _ : ko, 455,

An edditional item that occured in this period '_'o: §72/60 _
covering p.rchase of tools, working equipment #nd wire meterials
do not apply to this particular section, but are gmnl over the
whole

This puts the woven wire in p}.aco’ fm the starting point A
to C. 4,21 niles out of a possible Pwelve, (But not wholly com-
pPleted as to expense for these is ground work and gulch fillings and
snow reinforcemenms and creek crossings to come qt the last on the
whole line, See letter Oct. 2 1922 )
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Hay Harvest, During midsummer and early autumn,the men left in

charge operations Reserve atiended to the putting up of
considerable hay in stacks over the southern portions and probably our
share of the hay in stack will be eighty toms, The winter is so mild
that not all of this cun be fed to the bison and e#lk ‘and there will
no doubt be 30 tons for disposal in the early spriang as in former years

Brazing Stock . PFees to the amount of #140,.65 were turned into the
freasurery for grazing stock on the Worth Side of Rivey

Game Birds, The hatchings of prairie chicken and grousc were
reported from all this vicinlly as being extrs heavy,
in mumbers, This is the mecond seasgn that such a report hes been
agreed uvon, The Reserve receives these birds in
refuge during the flights and the reserve provides breeding area in the
soring for birds thet later leave the reserve, In mid winter it i»
difficult to estimate the numbers of birds on the “eserve s they shift
from weok to wesk and are dividéd up int. such seaililooks But with
both north and south sidel believe thers are from ten Lo twelve hundrd
grouss and chicken, habital of the “eserve and nearhy lands,

There are slso more quail in evidence this winter than
usual, It nezs been a reriiy to flush a bunch fro severul miles, but
there waw considerable hetchings last spring and if ne snow drifts
kill them off thie winter there is zoing to large numbers with another
autuan, There are probably thrity covers or broods of
quail along the river course of the Reserve,

Sedge Grass, Is too numerous Lo wholly pess notcie, especislly
as large aress of it 1s coming into the new pasture

and nelther horses or cab'le will graze upon if in mid 4 season
Tour inspector was over the nerth side ground more closely this season
than heretofore on account of the close application given the feace work
and as Lais graze is nore conspicuours in the sutwmm, it das easy te

see the large areas that had been taken over by thie ;rass,

Since the proposed pasture would have Lo be hear.ly stocked Lo remove it
by close grazing, It might bhe worth consideration te put out stakes
and make notes on Lhis grass Lo observe %o what extent it is spreading
or else place the nmowing machine on some of the heaviest patches, before
s2eding tize, to observe the effect,

Respectfully Submitted

January 17' 1923,






