
(COPY J.iOU FILES AT NIOBR.ABA RESERVATIOU) 

Dr. E.W. Neleon, 

C>\1et', BlologtCAl SarTe,. 

Dear l'>Jt . lf•l•on: 

Reaulat1ont, I have tho honor to 1ubmf.~ tho tol.low1.ng prQP'H• repor, 

on the proJ~t "Nl~brara Bet&rvaUon 11 (8,mbol 9) tor tlut caler.d.V 

1e•r 19i81 
;::ntl 

B\l.ttalo . . . . . . . . . . . 
El.t • • . . . . . . . . . " . 
Deer (llhStetailed.) . . . . . 

Total.a • •• 

Bu(f•lo: 

46 
58 
3 

10'1 

'ate buttalo h••e 0-omo tbroup the year ln good o~e. Nine 

cal••• •re l"t,por\ed- for tbe yoar bu.\ one died ln the 8arl7 ai,ring. 

!he firat one m.o r~ortod on ltart}h 18. One renal• oalt died tn 

A~t. an4 one ot the r;,lder oc:r•a, 1fhtcl"i hatl nffer becta •trong, cited 

&l•o tn Auauat. 'lbia cow •u punctured ln .Jhe. ~h wbll• 1n \he 

way ot other &D1aal1 when th"f •re fi~ting. 



-2-

1'or-e la tor pla.cod 1n tbla 40C>0-aare enel.oflute. '?be wardon ata-loa t.ha\ 

tbe antrutlo ehow a docidcd.ly iaprovod appouranco u1no-. 1)hQJ haft boen 

tu.en outi ct tho a=u.l pa.wtttJ!'O. Elght ntt&l.u WON retalnoo in th" 

aa:iall puture nftar hoa.dqu=ter,. 

t.he Niobrara River, tho elk hord waa phood 1n thiu large enoloaur•• 

•i th the c,tooptiun ot twai..-a i..nitr..ilQ rat...S.nod 1n thd a1all paature near 

the h•adquarier•. 'lhen waa a loH of three anlet\le during the pz.oevlou.1 

•1nttt and the coe.u wer<t 111 poor tleah when the ca.lve1t wen dro1'lped. 

'!'he warden report, ~at the.J"e h.t\a been a gr0-a.t 1,nprovemont 1n \be •:p

p&aranoe cma action cf theaf :m11:u.l• aince boins pl.MHtd in tlt• b!.1 

pe.e\UH. M theae ellt hL'\ al;~,;aya lmen w1nter-te4, it liJU tel\ thal 

acme taading might ba nacentJ~ry d\ll"lng col<\ wo•ther a!tei" tbq .-ere 

transferred. to the, north J)lLBturo• and proYition v,ast ~. tor auob ttUld-• 

1118. It would app<Ja.r trom Imo r:q,td1 t;r vr1 \h whS.ch tho animal• ~fl 

adapted t'hemHl•oo to their now oon:U. \1¢.ll.ll nnd ialsprovod t11a, 1M> wintor 

gege 'Bi rdft: 

Quall aH reported to be ao-re nUSAerautt thia 70:,; than for •nYan 
and 

7•..r•. !he mld "1ntor of the prevtou.a 70Ar / the lac"k of bail dun.na 

the ne•t1na perlc:4 •n•e b9U.aveti to be the roan-ona lo't' th1• incre•••• 
! • 

A, Ibo \ll of the neatinu period, 1, • oetba&ted ~a, tb.&l'fl ••rtt 



300 bird• cin lha rn1erv Uon. Dur1na tho t11.'IOTl\ble C\lram" t.eathor 

Jta.?17 flocks nt ,-aung weru r .. ~taed .c,n the :retugo. Up to 3uralU'f 1. 

to osmco ttuail looa. Aa 1'ar all can bo loamed, bowover, thor• waa 
. 

no extnndTe loor. during thuao !.ltorut . 'the r.rd-m, ~tter »tud.ylng 

t.bo e1 t,tat1on nnct noting ~ .. atora dtreotione, pl acod en'leral tead• 

lng •t t1on1 and h.-a k•l}lt thQ8o ml!lP11ud ,'1th sra1n. It 10 pli.nne4 

to extond th18 w1ntnr .te0:Ung Ao tbnt the b1rdtJ c~n he brought to 

thom in porloJ• ot ,ce.,ero won.tller . 

Prn1r1o ch1.ckenn r.nd arouue .rero r,lan.t1 tul . The wardon 

eat1~0.tct1 thr.t ~ r~"1r• ot tho110 bir.i12 nMtod on tho ro1\168 . 'l'ho 

,n..jorHy ~r thi,oo nonta were loc1a1t.o•l 1n th~ bO•"IJ grana " 1"8.9.G aouth 

o t the r1 vol" . Sc:me bi rd.a non ted c lo•o to be~cluarton And wet re tre-

grC1wth 1n ther,o ntrctu!\IJ fod l,y ,.pJ"lng~ otter IXl\lCl\ food to tl,e b1r4e 

nbon r~l.l came, t..'l.o bir/..ln ncatterftd ovor the Aree.a whr,re 

cotn Wile nxhnuiv-ely ratood. . Dur1ns ~o hnn'1.nt; .anncn on<1 up to 

January l, th" btrda ~1Mtl ncattorffd . !ha.t they hn'fe not OOfflO 

into tlut ratug. thin re'lr ~ utl'Wl.1 doen not llltlAn thnt t'hnr.e an laee 

birds 'becJAu"o they are t:n<Ytm to bo 1°'1ttorad O'fOr a wido ar*""• An 

Ql)le ftupply ot food and lncr. of anc,w rondnr1n;J tho grn1n aTa1la.ble 

to them are •Y1dontl1 the onuaoe roapon,1bie fOJ'.' ' the b1r4• remaining 

toattere4 . 



Rg K1.rma\; 

'!he wmsual gt'CWtb ~ng the 7~ pw an al>uniMae ot pea• 

tor ba7 . '!'ho 0QVf'?'J'1UOnt 1o nhare of all \h8 hay cut wq WO ,on.a . Ver, 

11 t tle demnd fftll bo aw.to 'QJ>otl ~hb amount au onl7 ,he throa boraoe 

bolongitrg to tho reaorv Uon, the t.I'appere• hnr•ea, an4 33 aa- anllMla 

are 'hlna fed . 'l'hsre •lll 'be little d~d tor Ille aurplua ha, ae 

Qozotea; 

Sane ool!l)lGS.nte Mvo 'bettn m*1e b7 thft ~ ral•lna pcult17 

aroum t-he nnna\1 on re3ardia, ~ · ttJEten\ to mt.ell the retup la~• 

•u·v• o• • bre~tna place tor c01ote• whia'h P-"7 upon their biri•• .&\ 

lea.1\ three litter• o! oo;ow• wer. p'tJW)ecl on tlie ·S"Otuge tbl• 7eN". 

4. Oonn.ont tr"PJ)el' .o Ufll8f10d to the loc-'1tt.7 "1th lM,rnotiono to 

g1 TO olo•e at\itntion to the araa of tbe big :pattture . 91.to traJ)l'IOl' made 

Ms heAdqu.urtoro "' tho ~•ervatton d.urlng Novetol)41r and DeGn'ber Qru\ 

Improvements: 

Iba oot hl>on~ lq>ttcvoaen\ ot tho ,oar •• ~o Offl'lllotton 

ot th• •o•en 1'1r-e l<tnco on the nortb 1111.\e ot Ntolu'ar BlTM', ono1011na 

a patttll'• ot approxt•ately ~ acres •h1ch ha1 ktm aade avaU blo tor 

tu buttlll.o and ellt. 1foJ."lt WM raat9004 on thla p'N)Joo, 1n 0ct1)bffr, 1923, 

and tbo wire Wat ,placed, unJer 4 )',l~1or lttt o@trao•, to tho oxtan~ ot 

I .86 Idle• . J'ollClllng \bb and Up to Jlffcamber • 1922, 1 .63 m1.1ea ot 
' I • 

lh• tenotns flaa pl~. with 4 • 11 !ore• ot l.A'borer•. leaving ?¼ miles 

• 



xiec t i ng lane• an,t r1v~r oroe1t1nge tcr monna the herda·when lro.ne1err1ng 

tlwm to the ns·, pa.ature. lftle total ooet ot. thi11 fence wa,s *2a.045.?9. 

lmildingo and placing aomo wovon "1t-1t L&bout fs;.rming fields tmd monng 

oll fdDOe t1a\or1al• . 

Ooon ~ft.ar t-ho firat c f Jul7, thA lurgo sat~• !.{)r th~ big tonoct 

•rrivod and were tnlr:en ·aoro~s tl1a tivor "ml pluced 1n position. One pie 

'¥a• placed irt the lende tor ont rance to the poature frNll the be•t tori 

on the river. b e road work "a• dol'lO on thu blufto juut above thla NM 

gmte••1 te oo that wnr-on• can be drawn on to the table a.bove Tl1 th a light 

Much b~1rhed \1ire and. 'lllax'lf po•tG "8!'8 'brought in ~ tho north 

tt1de ot the ronrva.Uon N14 J)lUCffd wnnro they coulu b iJ con'Vf.-nlent17 

moved to r<>o1t.1on on \he aouth $tide for a boundary ! once . 

Personn,l.: 

D. C, lfowlin re•tsned u.o w'"°den of th1s ruoor-vaUon, e1!oot1vo 

a t tb tom.1.nation ot Ma., 31 , 1923. lh'ed M. Dill• wa.. plncocl 1n oh'll"ge 

o t the re•or,,at 1 on. · 


