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My Dear Sir

In agcordance with oustom I herewith sulmit Report
Goveringz the yoar From July 1' 1927 to June 30' 1928,

The big gane animals have increased or decrsased as follows®™

4 On hand On and
Sy V' V27 ~Juno 30' 1928
Bison, 80 head : 90 head
Elk, 9 " 106, .
Antel 10 10

ope
White.t2il Deer 1 te

the year, two wers lost from accidental cames,
Bison, and the twolve calves for this spring wiwmgeockhs

comprise the ehangee in this %ally, 87 of this mmber
is in the herd in the large pasture and three at Headquarters in the
small pasture, They are in good condition, But not over fat,
They are healthy and active, Thers are considerable number of
large tulls nov in evidemes vhich ceuses more fighting and proably
losses frem killing will increase, Wich the herd weat across river
all old bulle remained on this side and but young ones went over,

The condition of the range is good, No depreciation is
cated, oxcept bare acreage at places where thasy congregate, The
- heris are arriving at thap point however, where gne dry winter, followed
by & dry summer, would deplete the grass, so as 'to cause planning %o
get hay over to them, for the winter %o follow, We will have plenty
hay for such an emergency tut expenses will be heavy,to move it ncrose,

It is aparent that whon the Govermment realises, the herd
must be reduced in mumbers and quickly, they will note that the elk her
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for revonue and case of disposal is primary.

$ho ELXK. Thirteen head wore dressed and shipped %o fill demand
for such meat, from Public Markets, Isa ac Walton League
panmuets, Holiday foasts and priwmate parties,

Satisfaction over the quality of meat sent out, continues, due to our

policy to send youngz meal, Vo have established a good reputation,

lan for disposal of surplus olk is remote by eighteen
months mﬁlﬁ should be killod and sent out dresced meat, next winter
to the full extent of the demand without restriction to mumbers,
If poliey prefers %o dispose of olk alive it should not be adhered Lo
m\ﬁmm in shape to handle alive, For this herd will mount up in

mumbers, csuping heavy feading expenses, before you are in shape
to ship live elk,

0f this maber, three are in sma)) pasture at Headquarters,
the balance in the large pasture aoross River,

The Prosent much detail for study. Three young for an
Antelopo,  inorease this spring dnd three for & lose last winter,
It is a fact that in this small pasture but one male

will be tolemted, Mook of the time of the older male is ococupied

in the summer, in okasing about the peasture, the younger male of three
years old, 4nd yat for piot thyee scasons, when there has bheem but one

male and five %o elx femalos, there has resulted ut one pair of young
each year,

It apyoars 4o be the life destiny of the faunle antelope

to rear thoir young and then give up to the winter and perish,

A% least by aubtumm, the mother antelope are in very poor cendition,
with no piok up even with the grain ration, and Lhey succumb to the
first severe cold weather and snow, I do not believe the quality
of the gzrasses in this region are sufficient to meetl thoir requirments

and yet we have in the antelope pasture, all the grasscs of the recion
and in abun . Hive read some rocorde of the " old Timers "

in centrel “cbraska, and they state that untelope were plentiful in
this section for spring and swmer, bui moved westward for their
autumn and winter renge. That ap.ears possible,

vild Have been reduced thie epring to two males and two females,
Turkeys, It ws found that as per former yoars, they returned inside
the antelops pasture to make nest, The place where they
wore penned on arrival from Wichita Forest, As soon as the young can fly god
good and are balf grown, thoy all leave over tlis fence, Yot some instinot
them in return with the spring, Have not accounted for one
of these two hens yeb, But found one hen with four half grown young, &
feow days ag0, The other might be setting on a bunch of
spoiled egge, yob, and might not, Indirect reporting of turkey killings
by residents continue to come And persons here will take the
remaining turkeys in time, In spite of other popular interest in the
experiment,
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1f another shipment is made I should like o intrude with seme
sugzestions for making the cuh;, ‘nd also wish %o inquire if it is
possible to them at the Vichita, without first cstablishing the
grain feeding habit, As urged before if another bunch is
sent, I would libersbe them over in the center of Lhe big bison
pasture on north side, close hto the Boaver Oabin,

Grouse, Are still a rerily, Not having recovered from the
Prairie Hen reported dloeases of two years age, I do not
Quail. beliove there were fifty chicken and grouse on the

peserve laat winter, and I do not believe there are
more them that mow, The grass is too tall just ab present to determine
local hatehingos Mt hayiong operations will inform ws,

Quail are elightly more abundant than last yeer, With another
nild winter they will be back % normal, But it is a discoura quail
region, They are s0 up and dom in mumbers from year to year, ctly
like the varying lsre of the North,

The attached elipping from our looal periodical indioates a
moveuent of much weaning. Reforring to the future the best chance
for these spedies will be on large trects., and in this contral wwstem
Nobraskn, whero such large tracts will continue to oxist, The
most adwniageous chane, from a federal outlooiis on the large Forest
reserve Lreols sitwate eouth wast of us, Boes this problem of
the preservation of the speeics, irio hen and grouse, imprese them
as important wilh their opporturdity,?

Prodatory In this tem I refer only to the coyole, The chief conecern

Avimal, 4 the antelope pasture close to Headduarters, and while we
have to date with devices and preparation kept all coyotes out of this
pasture, wo cannot keep an occassional bob- cat oub, It would be
therefore o satisfaction to have wiat few coyoles re.oved fyran this
visinity, as cbtainable, by an ox erimced Lrappor, exgl autumn,
But as for the larger rasture on north side of River, Do you have any
data that would le=d you o consider the coyole in that pasture is &
nenance to bthe xwimdomm swall olk calwves ? Provided their more natural
food such as prairie dog, gopher, is scmewhat common ?

_ LAst wiater  wea mild as for mmow fxll tut cold in temperatures
¢ mobsbure has ocoured to keep up average rocords with nomal faming
erope and hay, characteristic of this zone.

Improvenents gmgmmuunmmunum
y. no pemanent improvements planned,

General meintenance has been satisfactory, compriting n;ums'to old bui®

ings, and to fences and roads, and culverst, As wo &re using mostly ol

buildings, they sufier from the heavy winds,




(Improvenents ) There ws one detail of & flood gate and
woven wire nplu' where the big fences takes
the erossing on north side over Big Bea rﬂntz This had tmut
a temporary fix following the bad damage of May
Cotber, we adjusted 4% proper, In addition there we
three special jobs required by the toars allotment, that were
comploted end placed in positign, Vis, A flood gate sroseing
for big fence at upper Little ver, A piece of Snow fence
190 £t long to protect big fende from snow drifts, at a sclected
placo, and Some new sign boards to erect at entrance with a
repainking and retracing of letiers on old sign gates,
The metel eigir about the “eserve wro also replaced last autumn,
Octeber 1927,

Hay Sales  The hey in eteck wae abundant for the winter btut
marketing prices low, and sales dragmed, %e have

some riacka lef't, and many other hay stacks in this territory.

Wo had suoh o nild vintor that not much forced fecding of stosk

was necessary hy the manclmen,

Revenes  Sent in from sale of hay amounted to § 360, Othey
revenues sent was & grazing fee of $10,% 0#.
from ssle of old el horms, and § 650, from disposal of surplus

e TR

The hay situation at present in satisfactory. There will be
abundant eutting for all our possible and antieipated neods,
Occassionn) showors with heavier raine are resulting in a fine
growing season,

(Fred ¥, Dille )
July 25' 1028 Resorvation Protector.




