


Precipitation end temperature records for the fiscal year
1042 give further indication that the drought cycle is passing
into history. The following chart shows a meried improvemmt in
procipitation, being 10,81 inches above the 1892-1942 normel. The
mean temperature was 4.21 degrees higher than normal for the same
period,

Spring enows and rains served to fully restore the wabter tadble
levels with conseguent bemefit to range grasses and general vege=
tetive matter. The Nicbrara River, flowing through the Refupe, weas
six feot above its normal high lovel lay 16, 1942, and two feet
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Fires:

There wore no fires on or immdistely adjscent to the Refuge
during the year, With the abundent vegetetion, combined with the
possible but, we hope, remote possibility of fires set by mmmtour
saboteurs, the general public in this secti: is becpming mindful
of this inoreased danger. Under the O0ffice of Civilian Defense, &
progran has been initiated whereby all farmers and ranchers heve
been conbacted to ascertaln the fire fighting equipment available,
The telephone compeny has just complsted 2 very wertiwhile project
in spobting on a large wall mep in the Counby Court House, 2ll tole-
phones in the County with differont coloved threads leading from the
losation of sech telephmne to the location of that particular ox=
change, All ewitoh=board operators have been inectructed to give pre=
ference to fire calls, to sound & genersl fire alam to all sube
soribers in the vicinity of the five, to all those bolieved to be in
its path, aad to all precinot fire-mrdens.

Such & program, especially important during wer times, will cone
tinue to prove valuable in fubure yoars due to there belig more incen-
tive now to perfect the organizetion tham would be the case under
nu‘lmuﬂ.

Refuge firc equipment lmc been listed with the camittee, and
all of the equipment has boen checked emd pub in candition for immedi~
ato use. The fire guards are being disced, and it is planmed to have
all fire lanes mowed 1n adveamce of the fire socasone
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Fatorbirdss

The fall (1941) flight of waterfowl through this gemeral area
was nobiceably short @ue, it ic belioved to the improvement in water
eonditions along the flight lmme. !allards predominated during the
fall, and these were 1imited to 500 until Jenuary when better than
3,000 spent the winter on the Crodied Creek pmds in the eastern part
of the Fefuge :nd caused some damage Lo grain in adjecent fields. Other
ducks observed during the fall flight were as follows:

saldpate less than 100
Pinbails " " w
Groonwwinged Teal vory few
Bluewringed Teal ANE
iodheeds 50
Cenvesbacks 100
Puddy 28
‘ne pair of Canade Geosc (Mutohins) wintered at the Refuge and
loft arch 13, |

The spring (1942) weterfonl flight was limited in tiis particular
area to Pintaila (Meroh 25) 1500 in mumbor, o Blue-winged Teal (April 2)
800 in number. Severel large flights of Semdhill Cranos were cbsorved
durirg the weel of March 29,

During the year these birds appesred in sbout the usual

musbers, there bsing m gstimted 500 Sharp-tailed Crowss, 150 to 200
Prairie Chickens, end 756 to 100 Chinese Fheasmnts. No Prairie Chickens
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have boan cbserved since late April. One pair of Sharp-tailed
Grouse were cbserved mesting om the Refuge, md hetched 15. The
Chinese Fhoasants have shom ne increase in adult birds over that
of lagt yoar althouzh the hatch this spring, while comsidersbly late,
appears to lmve beem goode The first pheasant brood was checked June
27«

Other Birde:

While an opportunity Ims not boan afforded to spand eny amoumt
of time in tl» field cu bird checks, practicelly all of the birds listed
in the annwel repart for 1940 have bean observed this year. There has
boen a nobicesble inoresse in the nesting of small birds in the Head-
querters ares, perticularly of Blckeissels, Phosbes, Lark Sparrows end
Robins. There does nob seom to be an mny Hourning Doves nesting here
as in previcus years.

Food end Cover:

With vory favoreble woother oonditions prevailing throughout the
fiscal yeur, tis fool snd cover for birds hes deen good. Heavy frosts
during the menth of by served %o retard the development of some of the
fruit bearing shrubs, but prosent indicetions point to an ample supply.
The late frosts apparently affected the grasses in some sections of the
Tefuge, however, the shortage in such areas is fully coponsated by
tho heavy prowths in evreas not subjected to the frosts. Thore is an
mwuwmmmmmﬁawﬂum
extro heavy developmmt of ¢ is grass lact yoar,

The spring moisture hes sorved to rotard the development of the
thistlss, sad in sudh areas, end gonorally on vacant lsmd in this viein=
fty, there has bean & heavy growkth of Cheat Oress (Srams cewmtatus ?)
also koom as Military or Wild Brome grass, While this is not at ell

desireble, it should keep the thistles under eontrol this ywar,
e



[Bigegeme Antumls:
As of Jume 30, 1942, the following big-zame animals were on

bands Adults Salves Pune
Buffelos m 23
Elk: s1 2
Deer (White=tsiled) 8 Heme observed.
Deer (iule) 5 Tone cbaerved.
Texas Longhorns . S s P
176 33 0
209
Disposals
Joarlings Over two-yoars old
Live shipmonts 3 4]
Butchered v 2
20 9 -

A tabuleted list of dispossls will be found under "Boonomic Uses™s

The buffelc herd wes traneferred from the 'North! pasture to the
"Bast® pasture, Dosswbor 13, 1941, end held thore widil after calving
end the capletion of the vaccinating and branding of the yearlings.

one (1941) enlf dled during Jamuery, spperently heving been ine
Jured by the herd; e cow with calf dled, snd cne (1942) calf was
acoidentally killed by the herd during Mey, 1942,

Despite the Mot thet the buffalo calving seascn this year wus
marked by eold, wet and windy woather snd rather o severe blissard
durive oarly lMay, the calves apperently suffered no i1l eiivots and
are mking & very satisfectory development .

Neither of the buffalo cows in the Exhibitim pastures had & calf
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this yoar, and 1t 18 planed to dsposs of these mext fall and sube
stitute youmger animmls. |

mwnsaﬁspﬁﬁwn;mmmw_
secson were ‘n excellemt flesh, the averago welght, quartored end
without head or hide, being 3525 pounde. One old bull weighed, hogs
drossed, 1485 pomds, aud guartered, 1090 pounds, Obher old snimals
woighed, heg-dressed, from 700 o 850 for the cams, md 1000 4o 1200
ponds for the bulls.

The wvacoinating (“rucellosis) emnd brending of the yearliags wes
undortalen this yar by the Refuge perscmmel, end epparemtly hendled
svecessfully. These animsls fight the correls and despite overy
offort being talon to prevent injury, two of the ysarlings suffered
broken homs. The vaccimsted enimals were held in the *trap' area
east of the corrals for a week for bhservetim. When it appeered that
the horn injuries had heeled over, they were released with the mein
herd in the "Horth® pasture, |

The buffalo lord was fod hay from Decesber 13, 1941 to lay 20,
1942, md withthe longhoms end the 1imited amount fod o the elk and
horses, consumeft 18¢ toms of heye Ordinarily it would not be meo=
essary to Peed 5o late in the spring, but the cold weethor this year
retarded the grawkh of green grasse

2
Dsposals
Live shipments 1

1 ]
- N
A tabulsted list of disposals will be found under “Hoonemic Uses"
o



With the excopli on of the olk in the exhibitimm pastures, all
of thesn animels wintored in the "North” pasture whers smple food end
good provection against storms was svailable,

During November, 1341, one four-year old bull was trapped snd
transforred to the Sullys Hill Gese Preserve, Fort Totben, North Dakoba,

Cne of the bully in the "msoun' exhillim pasture was transferred
to the *Wost' exlibition pasture, Sepbember, 1041, where e cow snd one
WWMhMW.IMMﬁﬂMM.IM-

A oow, sbout three yoars old, was trapped in the North pasture and
trensforred to the *luseum' pesbure s a mate for the scoond bull. This
oor had congideorably difficulty adjusting herself to the new eree and
was not brod during the rubtin: season. She has sime booono accustumed
to the w howe end is now i good {lesh.

Due te the lack of browse in the Museun pesture, those olk sre
given dally wmtions of com and cotton-eeed cake during the winter momths.
mmmmmﬁ.mﬁémuﬂxmn.
1942,

For the pnet several jpars the antlers shod by the two bulls in the
Hugoum pasbure had been plcked up and weighed. Dach time the weight was
approximately the sazme, - betwean 16 cnd 17 poundss This spring the shed
antlors of the bull left in this pasture weighod 163 pounds, and those
shed by the bull trensferred to tie Wost pasture weighod 21 pounds. This
difference in waight cwmot be accounted for as the transfer to the Wegh
| pasture, where ool conditions are mch bolber, was nob made wrtil Septe
ember 25, md affer the velvet hnd boen rubbed offs Apperently there is
samo dsvelepment in tle antler after the velvet is removed.
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hito~tailed Doors

Hone of these deer wes dispesed of during the year. It has beem
plarmed, but the opportunity not yet afforded to transfer these deor
from the *Eest® pasture to the pasture north of the Hvadquarters. It
is belioved that betber food and cover is available there, but some
work in fencing out & waber gete must be done befaore the transfer is
effocted. Yo fowme Iave been obsarved as yut, but it is belisved thad
there are two. These door were fod daily rations of com and cottan~
sood celcs all winbor and wors in fidr condition this spring.
lulo Deer:

These decr wore left, or rathor stayed, on the North pasture dur-
ing the wimber. Apparemtly they come and go, using the cpenings under
the wober pebos in the Horth psture for oxits md entry. There are
consistant repo-ts from people living along the Hiobrara River that these
Hule Deer ave inmoreasing very moticeably. This is not due to the Refuge,
ontirely, but in lerze part to the better law enforsement by Deputy Came
Tardens.
2ume Leaghorney

During July, 1941, the longhom hord was divided into two groups,
e in the Stromberg and aw in the Wller pasture, end onc of the bulle
transforred here from Wichite Heunteins Preserve Novembor, 194®, put in
each moture. The 1942 celf orop, with 8 calves = three bulls and #ive
hoifers - was 100/, The calves were branded and the male calves altered.
(Sraxd mmbors from 27 Shrough 34)e These animals atbract cansiderable
attention, some due to their being Texne longhoms, and others due to
the development of the body snd horns. |
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mwmmhmnmm
the yar. The beaver preseubed the only problem, =mnd that reached
rether importent proportions during February and March when the pop=
ulstimeappesred to inerense (sdult animals) end the scbivity and
darapge was correspondingly intensified. It is belioved that the ine
orease in the adult animals on the Refuge is dus to their being mol-
ostod by treppers end poachers along the river om elither side of tho
Reofuges Some praliminary survey work is planmed to determine the
practicability of settinmg up a Pittmam=Robertson project to reduce
ﬁWMMammntha

There has bean very little evidence of predators on the Refuge,
and while traps were sob end close waboh lept, but two coyotes snd
one bobeat were taken.

me colomy of prairic dogs hes bescoms established in the Bast
pasture, but as 1t is in a section very little used in drifting sni-
mals, no steps bave boen tnken tamrd eradication, or emtrol.

A fow barn rats drifted in during the labo spring, and it is be~
lioved that all were trapped.
s

The Webresks Game, Fish eand Forestation Comission are contimming
$o use the refure ponds to supploment the battery of rearing pomnds st
the lecoal Imtehery. T:is is working ot very well from & somservation
uuiuu.mmmm

Bo WPA or other mmmm evilsble durinz the

fiscal yoar, for the firet time sines the relief progrom wes inaugurated

in 1933, 2o effect wes plainly felt and the point made cbvious theb
s



Righost velue in the use of such laber end maberisls lles in projocts
designed to reduce future maintensnce. Iuch permament work was acoom=
plighed oo this rofuge which has and will contimue to relieve the maine
tonance costs, possibly the only exoceptiom to this being the treils md
bridees. These items are major problams and should roceive the first
emsideration 1f md vhen the relief program is egain put into operstime.
During the past flscal year, the following d-velommert and mine
tensmoe work was undertaken by the Fefuge personnels
Bridge Tenees To preovent the csespe of elk snd other of the gwuwe anie
male, e woven wire fance, 7' 6" high, was castructed on the Refuge river
bridge.
repair work was required on boundary fences. One washout alone was
12 foet deop under the fence. ‘
Feod Lot: Following My, Gillett's sugpestim, o feed lot was provided
in the Miller pasture for the longhoms. Thismguired opening the
mm*m'ummwmmum
& sheltered area, and where water was svailable.
Hay Rack Extemsion: The potrolman designed rad built @ removable ex-
tension for use on the hay truck. This has resulted in considerable
saving in time, truck miles snd truck expenses
Leading Platforms A loading platfom was cometructed at the Horth
storage barn to replace a sot of badly worn stepse |
Seddle Room: The seddle room in the barn was enlarged, a window in-
stalled, and iron mrs fasbenod to prevent or diseourase theft of her=
ness a saddles.
Sesoline Pumps This pump was moved from its locatiom esst of the

oil house and = yu to a point east of ¢he garage, snd in the courts.
ey



It is planned to remodel the present puep house (brick build ng north
of the garage) for use as an 0il house and use the present oil house
for paints, varnishes, etos
Shep Building: nmmmmmw.hm
side, & briek chimey constructed, = work bemch installed, and in conw
juntion with moving the gmsoline tank which, in ite formor locadim was
but 18" sbove the sewer lins, this line weas tapped end comnection made
for & drain pipe fron the garege flbor. A comevote floor dmin was ine
stalled axd ocameotod.
repainted. The transen, forserly instelled in the office douwr, was ye~
mmmmmmm;uﬂm-mmmm
supply foras, ond the old cabinet moved o the basement; the office
floor was oiled foliewing yemovel of the floor paint, and the intericr
wood work painted.
Iisesllanecus: Hepairs were made at the corral, slaughterhouse, snd to
trails, bridpes and eulverts.
' The mejor public relations work of the year wms in comection with
Hationel Wildlife Week whenwe tock the inltlative end with the Febrasim
Game, Porestetion mmd Farks Commiss’'m represestative in this locality,
and locsl sportsmen ayrenzed for window @isplays, nowspaper articles,
and wildlife pictures shom before the Robary, Chambey of Cameroe, and
the sohools. Every effort hes bown mede to work in harmony with the
State Department, loosl sporbemen and Forost Servies = s very heslthy
omdition exists at this time.
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and tourists. During the yoar, the following mmber of partics rege
igtered at the Mwoum, - this represemts about 2% of the total mme
bor because of the fact that nehy femilhs vegister only the nsme of

the pavents md family, = the femily often o nsisting of 6 to 8 childwenm,
too, many overlock, or for cther reasons, do not registerts

P Nrrsy 8
hugust February
September 314 Mareh 36
October 127 fpril 157
Novenber 108 Yey 260
%‘ 'm!

That wight bo comsidered ss publis relstions work was granting
pormission to the Stete Highway Cemmission, Cherry Comby Soard of
Commissioners, and the Rosebud Indian Agenoy to store dynamite and
caps in the refuse magasine during the poriod of the war emorgency.
The Higimay Commission and County Camissiosors were of the opinion
tiat oxplosives stored ot the Zefuge would serve to discourage emy
ane who might othorwise underbaks to damage reilreed or highway
bridges.

Too, = ective part has been takm in the Civilian Defence ore

Anizel Voubhs Boverme
3995  University of Nebrasks 180 54  {Cocperative)

4269  H. R. Spregue 25 £11.25



A. J. Simnons 8 cords 10,80
Georze Richardsen b1 Bl 17,80
Tobal 18 eards 428,00
Seattle Fur Exchange:

’ .
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Bull Rosebud Sioux Feir Rosobud, So. Dake. 4
o k4 " " n " L ‘
* (2) =iford ¢ of Ce #H1ford, Nebe s
Cow oCormlek Mavied Valentine, Nebe 4
m ) (] L n ‘
Cow O, B, Poster Iddlington, ldch. 3
Bull J. J. Kooor Tabor, So. Deke &
® . nosebud Indlen Agency — Rosebud, Soe Dake. 4
. Paul S8, Bromm Emotsburg, Tom S
[puftrlo Long-Yearlings)
Bull Sullys 311 Preserve  Fort Tobtem, No. De 8
. Praak L. Febser Demwvor, Coloe 3
" ¥, H. Volberding, Ambolds, lom 2
Heifer W, H, Volberding, Azboldt, lom 2
. Hugh D, Schooley, Allfence, “ebe 5
. Sicux City Mar Coe, Sioux City, Iom 3
Bull X, B, Feplimger Valontina, Nebe s
. Rex Jowett, o, lobraske. s
H*fy. Richard Albers, ord, Nebrasim. 5
Bull J. Gs Devidson, Allisnce, Sebe 3
g'fr, Joim V. Harvey, Valentine, Bed, 8
. Frank Hinderim, Columbis, S.De 3
Bull  Jeok Remmel, Woubay, Sos Dake S
E'fy, Jolm o Swmnsen, Valentine, Nebe 4
. L. Do Sanders, larengo, lowm 3
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