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They in turn sent a copy of
This team has been charged with the

in
In
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In 1978, there were

loggerhead turtle nesting season a total of

which 1,032 were laid on Cape lsland.
there was a 30.9 percent decrease in
However, raccoon predation was so severe

On this basis, the 1979 study portion was conducted.

Hopkins commented on the non-detrimental effects of the study for one more
On July 1, 1978 the Atlantic Loggerhead sea turtle, by similarity with other

Permit Office in Washington, D. C. in May, 1979.

the proposal to the SE Marine Turtle Recovery Team whose co-chairperson, Sally

endangered sea turtles, was placed on the national "threatened species" list
s0o that it is fully covered by the 1973 Endangered Species Act.

the SE Marine Turtle Recovery Team was formed comsisting of

consultants from all southeastern States, the National Marine Fisheries Service,
the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Florida Audubon Society, Monitor, Institute
of Ecology and several universities.

writing of a recovery plan to include five species of marine turtles and the
first draft of the plan should be completed by late 1979.

year in June, 1979.
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Record keeping and other procedures were generally the

same as had been utilized in previcus years of the study.
Expanded patrolling of both refuge beaches, adjacent private and

and satellite beaches was conducted in the summer of 1979 as

aforementioned section.
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Hatchlings were counted and released into the surf daily in the morning of the

night they emerged.

3,816 false crawls.
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Chincoteague in 1979 is not known but less drastic are
known to ocour in more southerly areas where most marine turtle nesting cccurs.
Summary and Conclueions:
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of the requirements,
it should be conducted on part of the nests (if current funds exist) to

In the event the program is extended for another year and the necessary permits
are acquired, I recommend a transplant at the capacity of 1979, that is 15
nests each to Chincoteague and Back Bay,

Whether or not the tramsplant portion of the study is extended to 1980, I
recommend that the momitoring of natural sea turtle activity contimue

strongly

not only on the WWR beaches but contimued on adjacent private, State and
non=-FWS Federal beaches. This is encouraged at least at the level of 1979
patrolling and even better at Wallops Island, Fishermen Island and on private
beach south of Pea Island.

If the transplant study contirmmes through 1960, I recommend that refuge staffs
at Cape Fomain, FPea Island and Back Bay collect sand temperature readings from
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beach and mursery areas utilizing the same methods currently used on
Chincoteague NWR. I will prepare a temperature collection procedures outline
and form to encourage uniform data collection.

Distritution of Progress Report Mo, 11

Regional Offices, Regions 4 and 5

Area Offices, Asheville, N, C. and Annapolis, Md.
Siintongs Bt -

Back Bay NWR

Pea Island NWR

5. E. Marine Turtle Recovery Team
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Hatching Success of lLoggerhead Turtl
Transferred from Cape Fomain HWR to Back Bay MR

Tahle 2

e Eggs
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S o AN o N o
1 |s-l7 | 109 | 2106 k6 days 86 |f1.5 |20 [18.5 | @8
2 |5-h8 | 205 ) B2¢ | W6 days | 38 |63 | L | 53.7 | 38
3 |s<h9 | 105 | 2102 46 days 93 9.2 | 9| 8.8 | 93
L |8-50 | 106 99 b6 days kO Lok | 59 | 59.6 Lo
S |s-51| 99 & 46 days 69 |85.2 | 12 | 1h.8 69
7 {s-52 | 153 | 2126 46 days TC |55.6 | 56 | bk | 69
8 |s-53| 13| 123 k6 days | 107 |67.0 | 16 | 13.0 | 107
9 |se-5h | 137} 21385 U6 days 96 721 | 39 | 28.9 | 96
10 |8-55 | 146 | 137 k6 days b6 133.6 | 51 Y664 | LS
11 |s-56) T2} T2 kb days 0| 0.0 | 72 pO0.O 0
12 |s-57 ) 122} 2103 b6 days 76 {73.8 | 27 | 26.2 76
13 | 8=58 96 k6 days S8 |60.L | 38 | 39.6 58
1, |s-59 | 137 | 10k k6 days 70 |67.3 | 3k | 32.7 | 70
15 |s-60 | 13| 110 46 days 86 |78.2 | 24 | 21.8 | 86
16 |s-61 ] 151 | 126 k6 days 83 |65.9 | b3 | 3k | 83
Totals |1849 | 160k - 1020 | = 58k | - [1028
Averages | 123 | 107 | k6 days 68 |€63.6 | 39 | 36.4 | 6B

# Cape Fomain NWR records show that 33 more eggs were tramsferred




Table

3

Page 12

Summary of Loggerhead Turtle lgg Transplants
from Cape Romain BWR

1979

H g T :: ot To No. Eggs
lw"d * K3 u
to Nests | Eggs |(Pays) | To. | » "S%"!'Tkmb Nest
e
Chincoteagne | 7/2h | 15 |1259 | Ll 55k {hheC | 705 {56.0 | 536 [h2.6 1798
Back Bay 7/24 | 15 |1604 | L6 1020 |63.6 | 58k |36.4 {1018 |63.5 1649
-+ 4
Totals and
Averages ol 30 |2863 | L% 157k |55.0 J1269 1L5.0 155k [Sh.3 3647
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Chronclogy of l:w.n:::hwk ad Turtle Hggs on
Chincoteagne NiWR = Transplanted July 26, 1979
Nest No. MW Days to | Daye to l:'ci:-. Percent
No. fggs Start | Finish| Span |Hatched
1 72| 8A2)8AT|8/A8|8/20) 6L 72 9.7
2 60| 8A3|8A7]|6AT7|8n8| 65 70 € 61.7
3 80| 841 8A5|6A7|8A9| 63 n g 56.3
k 132| 8/10| 8/Ak| 86| 8/27| 62 79 18 53.8
5 92| 8Ak|8AT|B/2018/31| 66 63 18 h2.l
6 70| 8718]8/18|8A8|6A9| 70 n 2 25.7
7 | 8Mj8Az|8A3|eAas) 63 68 6 58.
é 60| 8/20) 8/26] 8/27 | 9/3 7 85 15 20,0
9 k6| 816| 8AA6)| 8/186/26 | 67 77 1 b5.7
10 9h| 811|822 8/13)9/8 62 90 29 56l
n 139 | 843 8A7]8/A9|9/3 6l 8s 22 51.6
12 | 8AL)8A3|8A6|6/21 ) 62 72 1 50.7
13 112 | 8A2)8A3|8A3|819]| 63 70 8 18.8
1L 3| A0} 81K} 8A5|8N6) & 67 7 29.h
15 9% | 8/A0|8A2]6A5|8/e2) 6 73 13 55.2
Averages | 1259 | 8/13 | 826 | 8/17 | 6/2L | 6k 75 12 kh.0
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Chronology of Hatching o umhm.lumu
Back Bay NWR - Tramsplanted July 25, 1979

Nest No. Days to |[Days to Mw

1 108| 6A3 |8A3 |8/A3 [8a8 | 66 7 6 81.5
2 82| 8A7 |8A7 |8A7 |8/25 | T0 78 y u6.3
3 02| 843 |8AS |6A5 |8/A6 | 66 69 h 91.2
h 99| 645 |8/A9 |8A9 |6/31 | 68 el 17 Lol
s 61| &A2 |84k |6k |87 | 65 70 6 85.2
7 126 | 8713 |8/13 |8A9 |8/ | 66 8L 19 55.6
8 123| 842 |82 |82 |6/28 | 65 7 7 7.0
9 135| 842 |8A2 842 |88 ) 65 n 7 7.1
10 137| 8As |8A7 [8A7 |6/ | 68 6k 17 33.6
1 2| =« |~ |- |- - B - 0s0
12 103| 8Ak |87k |8AL |85 | 67 68 2 73.8
13 96| 8712 |8/A2 |8/A5 |8/22 | 65 75 1 60.4
1l 104 | 84S |8AS |8AS |8/25 | 68 78 11 67.3
15 | 110 842 |82 814 | 65 67 3 78.2
16 126 | 82 |82 B2 |18/AT | 65 70 6 65.9
Averages |160L | 8/13 |8/1k Tﬂns 8/21 | 66 7h ¢ 63.6




