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SUBJECT: Eagle Surveys ncar Valdez 

A shoreline survey of birc!s in Port Valdez, Sm.'llli 11 Bay and Jack Bay ~..-as 
completed bctv:ecn Scpte:::ber 14 and September 16, 1976, by Special Stuc!i.es 
Team Hike Jacobson and Di:-k Derkse:1 with Jack Hodges (Eagle ~fanagc:ncnt 
Studies). This is a s~~ary of the casle nests fou~d and the eagles 
counted. Th.e \o;cather condition was heavy rain throughout the survey. 

Sawmi 11 P.ar 

· The survey was from the Host entrance point to the beginning of the T'r:in 
Falls Creek tidt.l flats on the west shore. The survey \>'as continu8d frc::1 
the beginning of the Twin Falls Creek tidal flats on the east shore to 
Point Lol'l'e. 

Adult Eagles 13 
1!!'.;":l3tt.;rc Eogl~.:; 6 
!:c5t~ 

. 
"" .. 

~tiles of Shoreline 7 

Jack n_v· . . . 
·The survey incluC.ed all of Jack Bay inside Tongue Point and the north 
cntran~c point di~ec~ly across f=o~ Tongue Point. 

Adult Bacles 33 
l~~aturc Eagles 13 
Nests 7 
Miles of Shoreline 19 

Valdez An-:1 

Point Lo;.;e to !·iicdle Rock on the Kest shore and Nidcile Rock to the no:r-.:!1 
entrance point at t~c mouth of Jack B~y. 

Adult Engles 
l111ma:urc Eagles 
}:csts 
Miles of Shoreline 

7 
0 
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Port Valdez 

Survey includes all of the shoreline inside of :-fiddle Rock except for the 
Lowe River flats south o£ Old Valdez. 

Adult Eagles 20 
Icmature Eagles 3 ...• 

Nests 10 
J.iiles of Shoreline · 7>7 

Grand Total 

. The survey includes all shoreline north of and including Smvmill Bay and 
Jack Bay except for the Twin Falls Creek flats and the Lowe River flats. 

Adult Eagles 73 
Immature Eagles 22 
Nests 24 
J.files of Shoreline 70 

Conclusion 

The average density of 1.04 adult eagles per shoreline mile in this survey 
is probably greater than the nesting density would be but as a coffiparison it 
is about 80 percent as high as the nesting density of adult eagles on the 
shoreline which has been surveyed in southeast Alaska. The nest density of 
.33 nests per shoreline ~ile compares to .S'J nests per mile for the shoreline 
surveyed in southeast Alaska. 

Of all species of birds seen on the survey, it is likely that the adult bald 
eagles are the most consistant. That is, the population estirr:ate would have 
the lov;est coefficient of variation bcn;een independent surveys. Some of 
the species of gulls and v:aterfO\d had greater total ntLilbcrs but the 
presence of large flocks creates a relatively large source of variability 
between i~dependcnt surveys. Therefore, a smaller percent change could 
be detected with the adult eagles than with any othclspecies. Other 
advantages of the aciult eagle are that it is a ·large bird ~hich is easily 
identified, it is directly cic?cndent on the sea for its food and it is ~t 
the top of the food chain. For these reasons it appears the adult eagle 
would serve ~ell as an indicator species as related to the effects of the 
pipeline ter~inus and the oil tankers. 
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