THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Erie is one of over 400 units encompassing more than 90
million acres in the National Wildlife Refuge System
administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
Service also manages more than 70 National Fish Hatch-
eries and major fish and wildlife research laboratories
across the country. As the Nation’s primary steward of fish
and wildlife resources, the Service provides leadership in
habitat and wetlands protection, fish and wildlife research
and technical assistance, and conservation and protec-
tion of migratory birds, anadromous fishes, certain marine
mammals, and threatened and endangered species.
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For further information, or to report unusual birds, please contact:

Refuge Manager

Erie National Wildlife Refuge
RD 1, Wood Duck Lane
Guys Mills, PA 16327
Telephone: (814) 789-3585
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ERIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, established in 1959, is located
in Crawford County in northwestern Pennsylvania. The refuge consists
of two separate land units. The Sugar Lake Unit, containing 4,967 acres,
is 10 miles east of Meadville on the outskirts of the village of Guys
Mills. The Seneca Unit, containing 3,027 acres, is 10 miles north of
the Sugar Lake Unit near Cambridge Springs.

Forests, swamps, beaver ponds, man-made impoundments, grasslands
and croplands make up the diverse habitats which have attracted 236
species of birds. An additional 15 species have been observed only
one or two times and are listed separately as accidentals.

Waterfowl migrations occur in March to early April and again from
September to November. There are more wood ducks nesting on the
refuge than any other duck and a good place to watch them during
the spring migration is from our observation blind. In the spring
goslings and their parents also can be seen as they travel back and
forth from Pool C to the Entrance Road Pond.

Spring and summer is the time to look for nesting songbirds. Look
for the Henslow's Sparrow, a rare bird in most areas of the United
States. This sparrow is secretive and usually sings its “slick” song
from a low perch.

Shorebirds, such as sandpipers and yellowlegs, can be seen in small
groups feeding on mudflats during the summer and fall. On a winter
walk black-capped chickadees, nuthatches, downy woodpeckers and
dark-eyed juncos are easy to spot.

This list follows the Sixth American Ornithological Union checklist.
Most birds are migratory and their seasonal occurrence and relative
abundance are coded as follows:

SEASON
s - Spring March - May
S - Summer June - August
F - Fall September - November
W - Winter December - February

1 - Nesting has occurred on the refuge.

RELATIVE ABUNDANCE

a - abundant a species which is very numerous.

c - common certain to be seen or heard in suitable
habitat.

u - uncommon present, but not certain to be seen.

o - occasional seen only a few times during a season.

r - rare seen at intervals of 2 to 5 years.

LOONS - GREBES - CORMORANTS
BITTERNS - HERONS
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