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THE BEAR RIVER WATERSHED CONSERVATION AREA 



Purposes of this discussion: 
 
Address the requirement for άΧΦ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ 
application of the spatially-explicit biological 
planning and conservation design that result in 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎέ 
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BEAR RIVER WATERSHED CONSERVATION AREA 



920,000 ACRE 
ACQUISTION 
APPROVAL 

BEAR RIVER WATERSHED CONSERVATION 
AREA 

Project Location 

4.7 MILLON ACRE 
WATERSHED 

2.5 MILLON ACRE 
PROJECT AREA 



PURPOSE OF THE BEAR RIVER WATERSHED 
CONSERVATION AREA: 

Å  PROTECT AND RESTORE WATER QUALITY AND     
 QUANTITY 
 
Å CONSERVE UPLAND, WETLAND, RIPARIAN, AND 

AQUATIC HABITATS  
 

Å   WILDLIFE HABITAT CONNECTIVITY 
 
Å   PROMOTE PARTNERSHIPS 



Provide Landscapes Capable of Sustaining Range-wide Populations of 
Federal Trust Species at Socially Viable Levels 

How will BRWCA Contribute to this? 

National Population 
Objectives 

Federal Trust Species 

Continental Population 
Objectives 

Ecoregional Population 
Objectives 

BRWCA  Habitat 
Objectives 

BRWCA Population 
Objectives 

BRWCA Conservation 
Delivery 

FWS Regional Population 
Objectives 



Breeding Bird Survey Routes By Degree Block 

ÅDensities vary by state  



              BRWCA Breeding Bird Survey Routes 

Project Area 
 - 4.8 million acres 
 
33 total routes.   
 - Used 32 routes  
 
BBS stops were created by  
 - Route observers (3) 
 - BBS web site (1) 
 - Derived from routes (29) 

ID 
UT 

WY 



Draft BRWCA Focal Species List* 

Species 
BBS Total 

Observations 
BBS Total 
Routes 

BBS Total 
Stops 

American avocet 3018 12 81 

Black-necked stilt 1604 5 49 

Lewis's woodpecker 12 2 6 

Long-billed curlew 521 11 126 

Northern pintail 529 8 99 

Sage sparrow 398 12 128 

Sage thrasher 3961 21 599 

White-faced ibis 7159 8 113 

Willow flycatcher 206 15 71 

 * in addition to Greater sage-grouse and Bonneville cutthroat trout 



Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) 

Southern Rockies 
BBS TREND ς 1966-2009 

Survey-wide Abundance 

Survey-wide Trend 



American avocet (Recurvirosta americana) 

Southern Rockies 
BBS TREND ς 1966-2009 

Survey-wide Abundance 

Survey-wide Trend 


