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hite-crow
ned S

parrow
N

orthern bog lem
m

ing
G

Y
R

F
G

yrfalcon
P

S
FL

P
acific-slope Flycatcher

S
C

JU
S
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)
S

lope
 A

spect

C
liff/rock face

C
ut-bank

S
tep in slope

TO
PO

G
R

A
PH

Y

S
um

m
it

M
idslope

R
idge

H
ighslope

V
alley

Low
slope

B
asin

P
lain

O
ther

Floodplain
A

lluvia/m
oraine

D
unes

1. Is there a w
ater body at least partly inside the 50-m

 radius circle?
A

.  If Y
E

S
, indicate the w

ater type, shore type, and shore vegetation.
W

ater type:
M

arine

Lake/P
ond

R
iver/S

tream
 >

 30%
 vegetated

O
rganic m

aterial, m
ud, sand, gravel, cobbles

B
edrock, boulders, large stones

S
hore type and vegetation:

B
. Is the w

ater body at least 10 m
 w

ide?
If Y

E
S

, this is w
etland habitat.  If part of w

ater body is vegetated and
part unvegetated, there m

ay be > 1 habitat.  U
se N

W
I K

ey to determ
ine

w
etland classes and fill out H

A
B

ITA
T D

E
S

C
R

IP
TIO

N
 form

 for each one.
2.  A

part from
 w

ater bodies described above, is saturation w
ith w

ater the
dom

inant factor in determ
ining soil developm

ent and plant com
m

unity for
any other habitat > 10 m

 w
ide occurring at least partly in the circle?  This

includes areas at least annually saturated w
ith or covered by w

ater, areas
dotted w

ith sm
all ponds, and areas w

ith obligate w
etland plants or

num
erous facultative w

etland species (see N
W

I w
etland indicator lists).

If Y
E

S
, this is a separate w

etland habitat.  U
se N

W
I K

ey to determ
ine

w
etland class and fill out H

A
B

ITA
T D

E
S

C
R

IP
TIO

N
 form

.
3. Is there a large patch of unvegetated ground, not associated w

ith a w
ater

body, that is at least partly inside the 50-m
 circle?  This can include rock,

bare ground, or snow
 or ice w

ith no protruding vegetation, but the patch
m

ust be at least 400 m
2 in size (11-m

 radius).
If Y

E
S

, this is a separate habitat; fill out H
A

B
ITA

T D
E

S
C

R
IP

TIO
N

 form
.

4.  For any other parts of the 50-m
 radius circle, fill out one H

A
B

ITA
T

D
E

S
C

R
IP

TIO
N

 form
 for each discrete non-w

etland habitat type.  D
O

 N
O

T
separate out com

ponents of com
m

on habitat m
osaics (see instructions).

For any of these habitats, is the soil very w
ell drained, unable to hold

m
oisture long after precipitation, and dry m

ost of the year?

E
stuarine

H
A

B
ITA

T PO
IN

T D
A

TA
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
Land unit:
D

ate:
O

bservers:

B
lock #:

P
oint #:

M
IN

O
R

: Little evidence of disturbance, dam
age lim

ited to sm
all part

of circle, or w
idespread but slight. M

inor driver for succession.

S
E

V
E

R
E

: D
am

age obvious and w
idespread in circle, including

killing or rem
oving m

uch of the vegetation or underlying substrate.
D

am
age resulting in w

idespread secondary succession.
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D
ISTU

R
B

A
N

C
E SEVER

ITY C
O

D
ES

 <
 30%

 vegetated

H
A

B
ITA

T Q
U

ESTIO
N

N
A

IR
E

(A
nsw

er all questions for each point.)

N
o. coniferous snags:

C
O

A
R

SE W
O

O
D

Y D
EB

R
IS (W

ithin 50-m
 radius circle)

N
o. deciduous snags:

%
 cover dow

ned logs:

1
10-12

>12
3-4

5-6
7-9

2

1-5
26-50

51-75
76-100%

<< 1
< 1

6-25
1

10-12
>12

3-4
5-6

7-9
2

Facing W
est:

Facing S
outh:

Facing E
ast:

Facing N
orth:

PH
O

TO
R

oll/fram
e or

D
igital ID

 #
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S

G
S
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enter   M
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C
LA

SSIFIC
A

TIO
N

4.

S
H

R
U

B
S

 (M
ultiple-stem

m
ed, w

oody plants)

S
IN

G
LE

-S
TE

M
M

E
D

 S
A

P
LIN

G
S

, S
E

E
D

LIN
G

S
, O

R
 D

W
A

R
F TR

E
E

S
 < 3 m

N
O

N
-W

O
O

D
Y

P
LA

N
TS

2.

A
vg. ht.(m

)

1.

%
 cover

S
pecies (list for each layer)

1.

Layer   A
vg. ht.(m

)
 S

pecies (list for each layer)

2.3.

C
over class

 S
pecies (list by dom

inance)

VEG
ETA

TIO
N

Litter
B

are ground
E

phem
eral snow

D
BH

class
TR

E
E

 LA
Y

E
R

 species                           3-5  5-9   9-21 > 21

S
IN

G
LE

-S
TE

M
M

E
D

 TR
E

E
S

  > 3 m

2.3.

A
vg. ht. (m

)

1.
%

 cover

4.

%
 coniferous:

%
 TR

E
E

 canopy cover:

H
A

B
ITA

T D
ESC

R
IPTIO

N
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
A
LM

S
Land unit:
B

lock #:
D

ate:
O

bservers:
P

oint #:
H

abitat #           of
%

 of circle:

TR
EE

D
B

H
 (cm

)
D

B
H

 (in)

size class
D

B
H

C
ode

C
oniferous

D
eciduous

D
eciduous

C
oniferous

Poletim
ber

S
m

all S
aw

tim
ber

S
apling

G
iant S

aw
tim

ber
Large S

aw
tim

ber

S
eedling

5 4 3 2 16

< 1.0

> 40
20–39.9
9–19.9
5–8.9

1.0–4.9
5–10.9

< 1.0
1.0–4.9

20–39.9
11–19.9

> 40

< 2.5
2.5–13
14–28
28-49

50–101
> 102

< 2.5
2.5–13
14–23

> 102
50–101
23–49

1. W
ater body w

ith no floating or em
ergent vegetation.

2. W
ater body w

ith > 2%
 vegetation cover.

3. V
egetated w

etland w
ithout open w

ater body.

5. N
on-w

etland w
ith > 2%

 vegetation cover.

4. N
on-w

etland w
ith < 2%

  vegetation.

R
ocks, stones, gravel

S
and

S
olid bedrock

B
are soil

P
ersistent snow

 or ice

Viereck:
N

W
I:

K
essel:

Viereck:
N

W
I:

K
essel:

Viereck:
N

W
I:

K
essel:

Viereck:
N

W
I:

K
essel:

Viereck:
N

W
I:

K
essel:

Lichens

G
ram

inoids

H
orsetails

H
erbs

Ferns

M
osses/hepatics

G
R

O
U

N
D

 C
O

V
E

R

C
over class

C
over

class

Largest trees

3 2 1 0
N

one

1–5 %
 < 1 %
<< 1 %

4567
76–100 %

26–50 %
6–25 %

51–75 %

C
ode

%
 cover

C
ode

%
 cover

C
O

VER
 C

LA
SS

C
O

D
ES for

LA
R

G
EST TR

EES,
SH

R
U

B
S,

N
O

N
-W

O
O

D
Y

PLA
N

TS, &
G

R
O

U
N

D
 C

O
VER

N
A

N
A

N
A

N
A

A
vg. D

B
H

 class


