
I. INTRODUCTION 

Mm,'t'.d~Y Rr:PORl' OF ACl'I VI TIES 
~~ah Springs Refuge 

Decembor 24, 1964 

At th~ begilming and end cf this period, temperatures wero fairly high, reaching 
70° F on Decemb~r 23, 1964. Ho~ever , t his month snw 19 nights of below freezing 
temperatures , including 5, 6, and 11 degree readings only last week . J.t.verage 
t emperatures (minimum 29°F, maximum 49°F) were raised considerably t he l ast few 
days due to unseasonably warm weathtlr . 

At first t he wat erfowl populationo continued · t heir decline from early fall counts. 
About 7 December, snowstorms and continued cold weather to the north apparently 
pushed walll:ir ds, G.'tl. teal, and pi11tuil onto the refu{'>e. Approximately 5 , 000 
ducks were on the area (a nell' refuge lligh) .t:or ten d~s, with ovei' half d6purt­
ing (mostly pintail) after t!~ee night s of near zero weather. 

Ponds and sloughs fro~ en at that t ime .are now compl~tel:y ice free wi tb water­
fowl well dispersed . Except for short periods, poo~ have o111y been l)artially 
frozen with new, filling ponds e~peoially ice free . AlGo providing feed and 
resting areas, t :.ese flooded sloughs bnve beon he-yily us~d by mallard , piot~il 
and teal. Three w. swans on H pool t his past woek,'October's swans departed after 
2 days. : 
C, J , and E uools partly filled; F pool filling. Farm eloush !a being flooded 
and now used by 950+ ducks. 

Banded Tnia Period: "fiJ G. W. teal, 47 mallard, 1 canvru;;back, J!'J A. coot. 

II. ACTIVITIES .1\ND ACCCMPLISiiM.E.NTn 

Grain bin moved and resealed . Overhead Yincb - hoist adapted for gcrage use. 
Facilities and equipment for wood working shop built Gnd installed in equipment 
btorage building. Befuge tools, equipment and small parts s,stemized and stored 
i n shelf-birJ..S and cu.binete. Oil s0al aud bru.sbes replaced on Onan 1*2· O.nan #2 
removed, taken to Salt Lake for repa.iro, ard re-i.llSti.lled . Routine preventative 
maint-enance on refuge vehicles and equipm~nt co.o.tinut:d. 

Soil and Moisture - One hnlf of 4o acre experimental farming areu. plo'-'ed. .E.x .. 
peri:n, ntul uplc:..ud range revegettltion plot cleared of bruah, disced e...."l~l oeeded 
( 85;:, completed). 

III. t H•.)BLhMS 

1) dod t hrough block of Onan #2 (rapc.ired) . 
2) Rotury mower and hitch arra:ta.gemeut to Bombardier often needs adjustments or 

repairs, although useful for greasewood and h7no t herweed removal. 
3) L~.:aoe~ • a uchvitiea i n diking Middle Spr ings has caused pr emrure .:l.11d oilta­

tion apparently resulting in r e tardation of spring flow and additional move­
ment of water t h.rough development of num.:~.rous small seeps f)ast of r..Yiddle 
Spring. The net result is only 4 cfs b~ioc supplied to exp~rimental farming 
irrigation ditch instead of t he reputed 12-14 cfs. 

IV. ~>UDLIC RELATIONS 
Hunting pressure eratic, one or two parties per week. Success good fer exper­
i enced hunters . 
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