NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 1941 & JANUARY, 1942

LAKE ANDES REFUGE

During thi: period, the Lake Andes Refupge was visited Novene
ber 28, Docember 8«0, Jmuary 14 and Januery 29, Little time, how=
ever, was affarded for othor than mtters pertaining to the WPA
development project.

WEBATHER CONDITIONS

With the exception of the period, January 1 to 10, the weather
was unseasonably warm, and made for ideal working conditions. The
procipitation was considerably below normal (no figures available),
end at the present time there is no snow to oa:;tribnte to the spring
run~off,

WATER CONDITIONS

The water is limited to that furnished by the artesian wells, .
The wmtoer aress, however, have built up considerably due to little
eveporation loss, The South Unit las increased in water area about
twenty percent, end the Rest Fomd eree is within six inches of spill-
way olevation.

WILDLIFE

During November, the last month of the waterfowl seascn, the
huptara were complaining chout the marked scarcity of ducks, but en~
¢t used about the increase in the number of geese, prinecipally Mutchins,
bt also somo of the larger Canada. Following the close of the season,
and prior to tho January storm period, a steady increate in the number
of mellards was noted until it reached a peak of 20,000 (State Deputy
Came Warden Allgier's estimete), end 300 to 500 geese. It is very.

unusual, accordinz to local hunters, for geese to rermain there over




winter, and is attributed to the above normal t emperatures, open
wator and abundance of feed.

It appears thet the Chinese Pheasents are as plentiful now as
before the fifty day open season. Looal sportsmen beliove that the
protectim afforded these birds on the Refuge ié responsible for this
condition.

There has boen very little compleint from farmers despite the
fact that ducks, geese snd pheasants are concentrated as they are in
that locality. From three o'clook until darly large flooks of ducks
and peese may be scen leaving the Refuze for adjacent -rain fields,

PHYC ICAL DEVELOPUENT

The Lake Andes WPA Iroject (0P=GG=3=74=01) opened November 18,
1089 for the purpose of constructing two dikes across the lake bed.
This work was completed January 29, 1942, and the project closed.

Work accomplished durinpg the period covered by ¢ is report, lov-
enber, 1941 « January, 1942, was as followss=

Guard posts were sot on either side of both dikes, a total
of 1090, previously treated with creosote.

1,000 square yards of rock riperap was placed, completing
this phese of the work, in additio %o surfacing the riprap with
crushed rocks

Both dilms were surfaced, Charles lix County Comissioners
cooperating in furnishing road equipment and operators.

Drain ditches to divert runoff water at the ends of both
dikes were excavatoed and riprapped.

The site used by the project for shop, office, storage yurd,
ete, was cleaned up and left in good condition,

ofe



There was & surplus of 283 guerd posts, 5' 6" long x 6"
and 8" bubts. OF this number, 71 wero transferred to the Fort Nioe
brara Refuge, and the remainder stored in the farm yard of County
Commissioner Joe Novak.

The tar seal wus removed from the stop«lopgs at both of
the water omtrol structures,

The two Service~owmed trucks, GUC sbake, and the Chevrolet

panel, were transforred to the Fort Nlocbrara Refuge for later transe-

for or other disposition. (The stake truck is in very poor conditiom).

ViOLATIONS
There were no reports of violations in the vieinity of the
Refuze, This is attributed largely to the activity of State Deputy
Allpier,

LAKE ARCONGE REFUGE

This Basement Area, lying northeast of lLake Andes, is still dry
but very obviously serving a good and popular purpose in affording
protection to Chinese Pheasants.






