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FIELD BORDER STRIPS 

FIELD BORDER STRIP 

Where They Are Used 

A field border strip is a band of grasses and legumes 15 to 30 feet wide, es
tablished to control erosion, provide a turnrow, and provide a secure wildlife 
nesting cover in the following situations: 

1. The sloping ends of crop fields - to replace end rows that would otherwise 
run up-and-down hill. 

2. In the unproductive cropland strip adjacent to a woodland. 

3. Along drainage ditches and streams. 

4. Between crop fields and steep draws, gullies or escarpments. 

5. In access roads, along pipe lines and power lines through woodlands. 

How To Establish 

Use adapted perennial grasses, legumes or grass-legume mixture. On field border 
strips next to woodland, add shade-tolerant species such as orchard grass or tall 
fescue to the mixture. 
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Where adapte~ sericea lespedeza borders are persistent, furnish dense cover, help 
to keep trees and brush from getting started and provide some wildlife food. They 
are established by preparing a good seedbed, being particularly careful to suppress 
any grasses that may be on the site. Seed 30 pounds per acre. On sloping sites 
apply mulch after seeding. Sericea lespedeza should be used only in the southern 
one-third of Illinois, from Effingham south. 

How To Maintain And Manage 

Mow grass-legume border strips when needed to control woody sprouts. Mowing should 
be done after August 1. This will result in the least possible damage to ground
nesting birds and rabbits. They should be top-dressed with fertilizer whenever 
crops are fertilized. They should be left unplowed when the rest of the field is 
plowed--except when it is necessary to reseed them. 

Sericea lespedeza border strips require 
dressing with fertilizer occasionally. 
indefinitely. Occasional mowing may be 

Materials Kind 

Seed 

Companion Crop 
Nitrogen (N) 
Phosphorus (P20s) 
Potassium (K20) 
Lime 

SEEDING PERIODS:. 

From -------------------------------------

From -------------------------------------

almost no maintenance. They may need top
Once established, they usually persist 
necessary to control woody sprouts. 

Rate Per Acre Total 

Through -----------------------------------

Through -----------------------------------

Use crop varieties which are well adapted to the locality. 

Inoculate legumes with their proper inoculant prior to seeding. 

Seed may be broadcast, drilled, or seeded by hand. Use high quality seed, plant 
shallow, about 1/4 to 1/2 inch deep on a firm seedbed, and cultipack or roll with 
a corrugated roller. 

Exclude livestock until the new seeding is well established. 
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FIELD DITCH SYSTEM. FOR WATER TABLE 
T • • . . . • • . • • . . •. '• 

·CONTROL AND· SUR.FACE -WAT.ER REMOVAL 

.. CROP ROWS, OEAD FURROWS AND PLOW 
FURROWS SHOULD ·BE INTERCEPTED 
BY SHALLOW DITCHES AND DIRECTED 
INTO THE FIELD DITCHES ;THROUGH 
PROTECTED OVERFALLS. . 

·' 

SPREAD SPOIL FROM DITCHES IN 
. DEPRESSIONS OR UNIFORMLY OVER 

.THE FIELD. REMOVE ALL HUM~S AND 
BACK FURROWS BY LAND SMOOTHING 
OR GRADING SO THAT SURFA.CE 
FLOWS TO :OITCH UNOBSTRUCTED·· 

'MAXIMUM SPACING OF 
PARALLEL FIELD DITCHES 

/" SA. NOS I MINERA. L ,SOILS ~OR.GAN.IC SO.ILS 
· ."" . (EXCEPT SANDS) PEAT~ MUCK) 

" . 660' 330
1
- •• '200 1 

••. 

'""'-.· .·~ 

DEPRESSIONS TOO LAR~E 
· TO FILL SHOULD BE DRAINED 
_10 THE FIELD. DITCH .By A 
SHALLOW 

. . 

"-< .· ., 
" "" "-.... . . -~ 

'-..-. 

"' 

I 

·:MIN. SLOPE VERTICAL 
FOR RAW PEAT AND PI 
FOR DECOMPOSED PEAT 

TYPICAL MINIMUM DITCH CROSS SECTIONS 

AND 

ORGANIC SOILS 
(PEATS MUCK) 

MIN. SLOPE 

MINERAL SOILS 
EXCEPT SANDS 

MIN. SLOPE 

•., 

·?"· .• 
··. ' ~ :~ 

·. ,. :;. 

.. 
·,.· 

I • . ~·.., 
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GROSS ~sLOPE DITCH SYSTEM ·OF. SURFACE ~DRAINAGE·,.:-~'; .. · 
} (TERRACE TYPE DRAINAGE 

' . · ... ~ 
! . 

.SPACE CROSS SLOPE DITCHES 100' APART 
ON 4'Yo SLOPE .INCREASING TO J50' AS THE 
SLOPE DECREASES TO' 0.5% . 

.· 

AFTER 
·CONSTRUCTED-' SMOOTH OR GRADE 
;tHE AREA BETWEEN THE DITCHES. 
THIS WILL ELIMINATE ALLTHE MINOR 
DEPRESSIONS AND HUMPS THAT OBSTRUCT 
THf:: FREE FLOW .OF SURFACE WATER 'TO 
THE CROSS SLOPE DITCHES, • . 

LATERAL OUTLET DITCH SHOULD . 
.GENERALLY BE VEGETATED. 

FILL DEPRESSIONS WITH MATERIAL. 
EXCAVATED FROM D.ITCH v 

CROSS SLOPE DITCHES SHOULD 
BE CONSTRUCT.ED ACROSS .THE 
SLOPE AS STRAIGHT ·a PARALLEL 
AS THE TOPOGRAPHY PERMITS . 
WITH LIMITED CUTTING THROUGH 
RIDGES A_ND HUMPS. 

. ···~ 

·, . 
i .. . ···: ::.: 

:.:.··,·· 

.· 

TYPICAL FLAT BOTTOM SECTION. 

SPR.EAD OUT EXCESS EXCAVATED MATERIAL 
HERE so THAT RIDGE ·,s NOT OVER 3 

·.-ABOVE NATURAL GROlJND LEVEL 

··TYPICAL V-CHANNEL SECTION 

• > ;~. •·: ••• 
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