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Canada Coose Behavior . Fall 1969

Canada geese use four divisions of the Mark Twain Refuge, Lowisa, Delair,
Cannon and Calhoun. There was a decided shortage of cultivated crops,
corn and soybeans, on all refuge units except Delair which had ecrops
appreaching normal. Lack of food had 1ittle effect on Janada goose
populations as three of the four units had significantly greater use
than in 1960 when food supplies wers abundant to the pelnt of being

surplus.
Zsnada goose behavior on each of the refuge unitz is as follows:

LOUISA DIVISION - Canada's moved into Louisa about one montih later this
than in 1968, arriving on Septesber 7. By early Novamber 2,000
il,sw*lnp'mdM'-all')um“ummmnMﬂlm
gone by the last week of December, a wmigration patiern and population

lewel almost identical to 1968,

Foods normally found on i.oulsa, corn, soybeans and buckwheat were totally
lacking this year. In an attempi to provide some food millet was
seaeded in late July and early Augusi. It matured but very short
staiks and by Septesber was frequently hid by the weeds, The
Canada's moved inte millet fields in late September by eariy October
had cleanad it up. Some green vegstation may have been taken in
the fields but it appeared that millet was specifl selected by

the birds,

Flights of the refuge began as ths Proso was consumed and with in.
clement weather., Flights were mostiy in a westerly directlon with the
birds attempting to feed in picked corn fields. AL about the same time
(third week of Cotober) green wheat browse seemed to become the main
diet component on the refuge. The birds showed a reluctancs to go into
the taller smartweed patehes although there was an abundance of food
avellable in the smartweads.

Paring the final week of Octobar feeding flights shifted to the east
and north into Illincis, The shift was probably caused by hanting

in Iowa. Onthufap.wwo&mmnm
as the wheat browse had been completely eaten.
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Rafuge Manager Weler noted in sariy November the flockes of Canadas
seered more scattered thiz year with 20 to 300 in each location as

to 1968, when all the geese could be found in one or two
spots. I attributes this to the vegetation pattern, high on high
ground, low or nons on low spots, foreing the hirds o break up in
smaller groups. .

The following week (November 9.15) flights resumed to the west and
the first plomeering into smartwseds was observed on the refuge.
By the last week of November geese were cbserved standing and feed.
ing in the middle of denpe, tall stands of smartuweeds.

Off refuge flights to the south and west became more the rule as
the birds attenpied to feed in distant cornfislds,

Kill of Canada goeese near Louisa was up considerably from 1968.
The abundance of food in 1968 curtailed feeding flights off the
refuge. This yemr feading flights wani nesrly all directions frow
“he refuge and afforded bunters greater opportunity to kill geese.
Harrassment nesr the refuge forced birds to go to more distant
figlds and undoubtediy resulted in 2 better distribution of hunter

opportunity.

Delair war the only unit with near noreal food production as wheat
browse, cover and soybean stubble was avallable. Canadas (and
snow and blue geese) spent all their time in snd near the Swan
Lakes. Only one off reluge flight was noted during the hunting
season and five birds were killed around the refuge.

was greatly ineressed use of the Cannon
past years and may foretell things to come.
ion of 36 Canade geose was observed with
653 use days. This year a peak of LI5S with 19,536 use days was
Thies year for the first tine the geese used the area

This more intensive use cannot be attributad to food, natural or
otherwise, as essentially no cultivated crops were present and
while there was an abundance of smartweed nearliy all the birds
fed off the refuge rather than challenge the tall smartweed stands.



Water wes toe key to Cannon's atiracti Host refuge
pocis ware flooded after heavy rains in early

od throughoat the fall by additional rain and pumping., Poel Ho. 1
received nearly ail goose use and provided ideal habitat, la., shallow
water, short or no vegetation around the area providing an unobstmcted
"10', raud mlinﬂl, aic,

The firsi Canadas moved in October 1, and the popumisilon gradually in.
ereased to 250 birds the first week of Novemwber., It held steady until
ud.nw-ztsum-nxnnuorm #giant" Canadas swelled the papula-
tion to »

In October sone use was made of refuge wheat fislds but feeding sctiv.
ity was primerily off the refuge to ihe west and south in coynflslds.
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Canadas seered particulariy wainerable to huating soon after arriving
at the refuge. X111l in the refuge arsa is estimated at 75.

CALREOUN DIVISION . Canada geese moved into the Calhoun Divislon the
finel weak of Septamber, inereasing until the first of November when
1 200 birds were present. The population fluctuated botween P00 and
500 untlil mid.Decesber. Thiz is a pattern similar to 1968 exeept
population levels wore sbout 50 par cent higher with approximstely
15 per cent of the birds of gmallar races,

Sarly use by "Iilinols Ho. 1 Comuons® was confined to Glibert | ake
and surrounding wheat flelds and is what we consider normal, The
gmaller birds utillised wheat flelds near Swan Lake.

By eariy November (iibert Lake geese were using buckwheat with scne
flights noted te Jersey and (alhoun Counties. When corn became
availsble on the Pere iMarquette Park Tracts in late November, geese
used 1t as well as browse fields. Scme contimied Lo move off the
refuge to feed on private lands,

Canada goose activiiy in 1965 did not change significently from
past year's alithough potential food supply was diminished, In
years of favorable food production we would exprect to get addi.
tiomal use in the Pere Marqueitle Park lands,

James F, Glllett




