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Mltoo} Alasks
w 19, 1939

Subject: Annual report Tuken River.

' Cosmissioner of Fisheries,
I Washington, D.C.

Annoal report of Fisheries operations
I mouth of ths Yukon River, for sxport for the

2- Introduction

All commercial fishing here Ls done
natives are employed, thers are very few whites in L&
B men fish for themselves, all their Tish 1s sold loo
L ployed hers all come from the surrounding rillages
S yith them, after the fishing sesscon 18 over some
I saltery while others go to Nllak, Kwiguk anc ;
| winter fiabing.

a

| The Northern Commercial Co. was il nl 2 hing for export
Eautaide the mouth of Lhe Rver, they used bar anchored o ' the stragm
B for a saltery, as each tierce iz filled wi! mon, | s rolled into &

B home-made cold storage whers 1L keeps in perfect Ape U ) sh time a»

IS At '3 picked up and taken into Bt. Michasl ¢ napt e, this
I gol | storage is surely a orude affelr, it sonsists Y » in thainem
4 Tandra which 4s allowsr.to fill up with snos g the wnths, byt

B spring this snow turns to ice, it 13 then coversd . anks and seversl N

layers of moss sre put on top of the planks, this males psrfect cold stUm

the fish keeps in perfesct shaps all during the flshing sea o my knowledg

no fish has ever spoiled in this type of aold =f ‘ ~ 8 TTET)

in this section use this type aof ator

All the Eing salmdn s y =B A : N 0. Hers
caught outside the mouth of the rive sltes narmen using gill
nets, all fishing gesar, including gill nets, Hoa 4 cazp squijment ia
furnished by the compary and tThd tives ers paic Tty cents lor ekeh
fish caught, these fis e all picked wp by the cospany bo thare are
no Independent fishermern fishing hers, the whites w not sell their fish
a8 they use all the Fingas they catoh fu ballies 3 strips which
are all s0ld locally as thers i alwsys = ready market for Yukon King bellies
and strips all along e Jukon and et most of The Inter points

The King salmon were late in getting into the river this year,

I would say this condition was due the late break up st the mouth, toe A
was at the mouth on June seventh, and did not go out until seve
days er, the first Xings were caught on June sixteenth, whien wa
days later than in forwmer years.




Sul jectiizual report Tukon River.
i= Imtroduotion - comt'd.

The Northern Ccsmercial Co. stopped fishing on July fifteeath, -
with a total cateh of 8,465 Kings., this ysars pack for export shows a
decrease of thirty three percent over last years pack for expert.

Practically all fishing was dore at the same locations as last
ynr. ae in past years, 3t. Mary's Mission put up wild cure Kings for xport
f on a small scale, the fish camp is located at the head of Sunshine Bay in
. the Acropok Slough, all fish are caught inside the mouth, using fish wheels
¥ locations ahown on marked chart, ail the work hers was done by eleven native
boya from the mission, under the supervision of one white lsy Brother from
ithe Mission, their total pack for export was sixtesn-eight hundred pount
tm“l of mild cure Kings.

F Chria lauridsen fished at Kwiguk this year using gill nets, all :
| his fish ware caught inside the mouth, his total pack was six, sight hundred
bpound tierces of mild cure Kings

! On July twenty sscony @ Noerthe P g a. boat "Risee”
.,“. & trip into the ¥ 5.3 Lah, Laurideena
bael whers it

5]

< U S v B i | i v 118
e St. Mary's Mission fiah, which ‘wes ali) pn into St Mie
—- g 2 . K AN t o ! F

transfered to *he :

3= Fisherie

Northern C¢
outside the mouth of

B.. Hone.

C- Bone

D. Rone

|7 Scmgv

Fa Salte "Le6

Northern Cosme;
Sor‘lhe.xt *
St.Mary'a Miasi
Chris M., Laurids:
°- “Ol;l

He 50:16

4= Gemr operated
A- Oear report of ocasgpanios.
Northern Commercial Co. used a total of 500 fgthome gill nets,
St.Mary's Mission used & fish wheals.
Chris M, Lauridsen used 34 fathoms ct gill nets.

i~ None

A




31‘::,\.@.: Annasl report Yukon River-1939.

S-Run and escapement of salmon.

A~ The King salmon r™an started on Juna ly, and increased
. each day until June 22, when the largest number ware ocaught, they gradually
. gtarted to decreass 50 that by June 28, less than one hundred fish wers being
caught sach day, the

re noticable, July
" when 369 were caught, they oont so that by July 15, only
| o fow straglers were being caught sach day. The Kings were unusually large
this year, averaging about fifty five 40 the tierve.

E: The Chum salmon commenced to run along with the Kings

and continued to run good, the heaviest runs were reported on July 9, after
this date they started to decreass so that by July 29, no Chums were being
‘saught, all Chums caught here are used locally, all reports on Chums are to the
affect that they are exceptionally large this year, but very poor quality . as

" they are ladiing i, oil and after drying they shrivel up to less than a

: The Bilver salmon commenced to run August 10, but no heavy ;
" runs here noticed except for a few days when ssveral fishermen had good catches
. tut I would say there has not been any good 3ilver runs, howsver the Silvers

‘often coms late in Septembe the people have quit fishs
- usual sisze

The irnwarc migrstion of these fish is up the Acheron Channel
into the Kwlklusk mouth up the Yukon River, of course the fish come in
the many mouths and channels but this mouth i® the only one whers fishing
is done to any extent.

B- None

6~ Stream marking

Markers were put up at Ageklarok (Tin Can Point) and
7« Stream improvement .and predatory gontrol- None.

8. Patrol, seasonal history.

The USFS Coot was used, The Coot departed from Nenana
on May 25, 1939 for the douth mouth of the Yuken, to remain in that distriet

during the commercial fishing season and see that all the Fisheries Laws
were snforced and check on ths catech of salmon.

B-C.H. Code was e=ployed at Moms for two days sach montn,

dnri:(o.:bo months of June, July and Auguat at $5.00 per day, he furnishad his
ouwn . :

C.- None,
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Complaints and preseoutions - None

Condition of local whites and natives
Both the natives ? whites in 3 Bection are very poor, the
med by them is from 1 fish} nd & little trapping in

4
54

the "4{sheries
ing Salsmon

. ' - : Lon, part of it wasi
dus to the ~ Y £t ‘han formerly and -
&8°this is -onl ‘ . v 5 Cted number of men

to work, ,

8hiny he only gainful oceupeticn st tne mouth of the °
rivar in tke wumm, Ve HOThe winler time, of course at- Mapshal)l L 8
md po".““ arther uy ¢ ™ve he ® #ore mining and wood cutting going
on so thst greal man the nativ AvVe other w to do during the 3 8

5. h‘. . . 4 - l ,'

, ; _ _ .

R 1le There ars Y uniom ant ' £ T 6 hera, any labor um.
in this ssetion 1s pald 4% “he raf i : : houw and this is ]
fenerally paid ' :

2= Charles 0, Purdick, $oting dirertor, Alaska GCC made the trip 4
rm n.ﬂalJ‘,&, las) 8 Yo Aku) s R X 5 CPS wer wile 8% owne and COWP'
along the Tanane ind Yuk rive ' FEACK was organigihg CCC work at
all these places.- aRle

13~ There were - dnusual” oorurencss noted through the season
pertinent to fisheries orily that the fiah wers: very late in coming iato the
river and. was due to t)e late ice treskup, No tagsing operations of any kind. 3
here except that & native at Holy Cross caught & Chum o= dog salmon as they are -
generally called here, with s tég on 1t, 1t was given te me gnd is bo'ing nailed
under separsts cover to the office, from time tc time the. natives coming up 1
to the mouth from Black river have been telling me sbout the floats they have
basn picking Jp and they are sure they are Japanese fish floats or floats g
- 60 the nets, they found cne this summer and sent it to me, it is 2 huge .
ball about twelve inches in diameter, it would be interesting to know
how far this ball really traveled or if 1t came f=om soms of the Jepdp
that were fishing in Alasks watera last summer,

14~ Recommendations.

v s I would like to re . that the present re;ulations of.a
limited psck remsin the same @3 they are, for I do not feel tihat the small. .
‘amount of King salmon taken at the mouth really doss any hLarm or csuse any
shortage of King salmon up the river. Fror time 10 tiae I Lesr protests
from people along the river about the shortage of King salmon but in most coasen
these same people are never ready for the King salron while the run 13 03, This
suall fishing industry at the mouth really means a great deal to the - tiver
in this anetion for b fivas them a chance to sirn & little woney and get a

.
e ¥
- 4
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_fal mooutuu thay would not have othswyyise.

5 Mnmrth.mmfom“nmum-plqodwmlom

 gommercisl co. cutside the mouth and the average sarned by sach was $141,00,
Whils this smount really seems sisll to us, it is quite a bit of mensy to

~ these natives living down here on the flats for many of them live almost

. entirely off the country and this is the only money they earn.

Chris Lauridsen, 2 white man living here puts up a very small pack
nu-:f yoar and he claims that with the little commercial fishing he doas it
rings him in what little cash he gets, of course the other white men living
A this lower Tukon distriot prefer to sell all their fish locally.

The Mission peopls are really banefited considerably by the commercial
, alesc, last year their total pack was 17 tierces and the Brother told
" me they clesred $1,800.00 (7 beeause number not clear on originsl) on their fish
‘which means a lot to these people.

While all cosuwsereial fishing in this district is done on a very
: lulc it really helps all the people in this seotion so I sincerely hope the
Bureau will see fit to keep the present regulations in force.

15~ Remarks

As al)l commercial fishing for export stopped on July 15, I am
completing this report which is based entirely on the commercial fishing for
export at the mouth of the Yukon river both inside and outside, my annual
report of activities and fishing along the Yukon and Tansns Rivers will be
completed upon xy arrival at Nenana and will be forwarded from that point.

Marked charts are being mailed under separate ocover also mu.nuq E
reports from Lauridsen and Northern Commercial Co., blanks are being forwarded =
to St. Mary's Mission. “

\

Respectfully submittdd,

/uy/ Calvin F. Townsend
Inspector, Alaska Fisheries




Nenana, Alaska
September 25, 1939

ﬂ148ubjoet: Annual report of Fisheries operations in the Yukon and Tanana River
N Districts for the season of 1939, .

desloner of Fisheries,
ngton L.C,

Ny - The Coot departed from Nenana cn May 25, 1979 for the mouth of the 4
*~ Yukon River, to remain in that section during the commercial fishing season o
. to see that the Fisheries laws were enforced and check on the sslmon runs durling
. the fishing seascn. '
o -

»I’ ‘-

leo F. Kecgh of Nenans was employed as Engineer and Pilot on the Coot
for the season and was paid #8,00 per day as skilled latorer, C.H. Code of

. ¥ome was employed two days a month in that section tc see that there was no

" waste of salmon, he wss emploved at $5.00 per day as a laborer.

.
-

e Mr. Charles 0. Burdick, acting director of the Alaska CCC came aboard
| the Coot et Nenans and rade the trip as far as Akulurak Mission with us. As I
 have always stopred 1. at most of thre camps and towns en-route down stream

' An the spring, it worked out very well for both of us. Mr. Burdick was ‘ble to

- outline most of his work 2t the various placas.

- Rev. Father McElmeel S.F. superior in charge of the Alaska Catholie
- . Missions, also made the trip from Nenana to Nulsto with us, as he was in
& hurry to get to Mulato and we were one of the first boats down river he
trafteled with us, here on the Yukon it has always been customary to extend
any courtesies poasille to tnese people connected with the VMissions, when
‘the Father found cut we would be in Nulato ahesd of *he stezrboat, he asked
Af he could travel wit! us,

The Tanena Wver rad a good stage of witer, 1t was not very high but thlié”
Channels were well defined so that very 1itti: trouble was encountered at any g
of the crossings. . -

R
¥

The Yukon River was very iigh and rleaty of 2rift wood was running
the people at Ruby, alena, Nulsto and Kaltag, moglly whites wore getting
their gesr in shape for tne seasons fishing, practically sll the natives were
8t1l1) out trapping Rats and Beaver.

At Anvik the people complained of having had plenty of sickness during
the early spring and very little activity of any kind was going on here, most
of the natives were still out trapping .




report Tukon and Tansna River - 1939
' Athhhnmmw;nmwformmm
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* cold at all these places and very few of the natives had returned from the
| winters trapping and bunting.

A1l the way down froa Marshall to Hamilton there were signs of winter

- every placs, at Hamilton the banks wers all covered with snow and ioe and there '

o plenty of ice running in the river, I believe this to be one of the
ghust springs I have ever lmown down here, & trip was made to Kotlik and the
_ game ocold westher and winter conditisns prevailed here.
3

After leaving Kotlik, a trip was made to the Akulurak Missiocn, here the
sple were all busy getting their fishing gear in shape for the ooming fiab=
ing season, we left Akulurak via the lowsr sntrance and made a trip to the
1tery but every thing was st & standstill here, the loe was still solid
the mouth and did not go out until June 10, A trip was made to lwiguk from
the Saltery but very few of the people hers were ready tc start fishing
‘and nome of the fish wheels or other gear was in shepe.
The first Ying salmon were csught on Juns 16, the Kings coming into the
| river this year were exceptionally large, averaging fifty five to the tierocs,
: M continued to run good until June 27, when thay started to deorease
0 that by June 28, very few were Deing gaught, they picked up a little

2 after this date and on July 5, & falr catch was reported, after this date they
" started to decline so that by July 18 just & few straglers were veing caught,
all commercial fishing for sxport stopped on this date.

The only outfit fishing for export outside the stakes was the Northern
Commercial Co., they used a barge for a 3altery and it was loceted in Acheron
Channsl, all native help was employed, they used 16 fishsermen, 12 slimers,

2 headers, 1 salter, 2 trensport men and 1L shoremen, the total wages paid these

men was $6,656.00, the total satch of King salmon for export caught outside
the mouth stakes was 8,486 kings, just a litt le bit over one third of the
14mit allowed outside the mouth. The total pack for export this year was far
below last years pack, this was partly dus to the fact that the fish were
late in coming into the river and the fishermen were using only twenty

fathom nets, A small hand oUNNEYY WAS operated by the Korthern Commer
outside the mouvth, this oanned Tieh is all scld loesily, the total p

canned salmon was orly 152.1¢ flat cans, 81 ¥ings not suitable fop

are used for hard saliad wides, 154004 barrels were packed.

This small fisting industry at the mouth of the River is &ll do ,
a very small scale but 13 certainiy a good thing for these pescple as it glves

them a chance to sern & 1little wmonay which snatles thesm to tuy a few necessities .

which they would not havs otherwlse, as the fish awe taken from only one mowth
I can not see whers it really does any barm to the fishing up-river, the mem
coming to the Ssltery to work 81l bring their fawdlies with them, the wives
and children of these men &1l gather all +he backbones, heads and eggs of the
4sh and €ry them for wiater foed,

At Kwiguk, Chris hux?.dm ¥as the only one patting up fish for uxport
mp_hm.wunvoqunm.mMnlnoknsnly&&OOWot“
ullyallhhmworkhouw"r{

By
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three other white men fishing in Kwiguk, all their fish is sold locally. Pets
Jorgenson hed only 400 Kings this year corpared to 2,000 last year.
P ls was not ready for the kings when they were running and just got in on :
Fthe etd of the run, his King salmon were all used for hard selt bellies, he
& #0ld 10-2004. barrels @ $25,00 per barrel, he hed 5,000 Chums whiéh were -
S dried and sold at 7¢ per pound, he slso put up 3-2004 barrels of Silver bellies
his total earmings from fishk were $587.50 )
B 5.F. O'Conner, Ewiguk, a white man put up hard salt King bellies and smoled
atrips, he 20ld 10-200¢ barrsls hard salt bellles at $25.00 per barrel,
. BOO# smoked strips which sell for i’ per pound, he alse gold 1 ton dried Chums
BERIcing his totel earnings .from flah $570.¢
B Axel Alstrom, Kwiguk, s white man who has ma urvhassd 112008
B barrela cof hard salt belliss from the Kwig wtives at 225,00 per barrel in
i trade, he alsc purchased 5,000 dried Chums from the natives at 7¢ per pound ,
Baaking a total of §537.00 paid out to the natives for fis g tre above fish
28 sold in Alaska,
ishe Northern Comme:cl - . + : L Kl ke
: ased 10.2004 . ing Salme ' * nEtives and 5,000
firded Chums at 7¢ per powd , tal saraioy of Bot tive il whites
at Ewiguk amounte 7,15 ‘ ' Sons -
guring the sarly pert 1eRNOT Whi ag good
& boat came into the “lus Nows i v : mers to take
‘dnto Nome for locs v
I Ther
B about 1,000 Kings =
b silvers were caugh'
tives 13 drisd snd »
is put inte Cheruk b
fish, the local wid
each other as hiyg!

at the fout ol ‘
seen, he takes goo
according to his: owr
of Kings were ove
be also uses all 1la
ings from fish very

there were sl

Kings but Sxx 1,2

St. Mary's Mission fisneu al Lhe Lead ol Sunsalios bay using four
theirtotal catch of Kings for export was only 880 fish maldng 16.8004 tierces ,_“
of mild cured salmon. These people had 3,085 small kings used for their own foed
they had 16,500 chums which were dried and cured in various ways for winter food

they also had 2,000 allvers, these pecple wers qomplaining of a shortage of »
~ small fish. In the past they have been selling quite a bit of drisd fish
. this year after saving enough for their own winter neecs there will be very
little fish left to sell, however I consider 18,000 f4isk & good cateh, thelir
. catch last year was over 30,000, Thers are thrae Prissts, six Nuns, three ) -
. lay Brothers and about ninety Esldmo children at this Mission and most of their
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Thors wers ton native families located at the Misgion Fish samp, they had
00 King salmon, 6,000 Chums and 2,000 Silvers, all their fishb wes eaught in
he Mission wheels.

S There ware several natives fardlies scattered all through this distrigt
Fall through the summer, some of them had fairly good catches of Chums while
othars had very few. &

SAt Hamilton which is located in the APOOM-mouth and right on the maln steam-
S Boat channel, there were two families fisbing, using ons vhesl their total
{ gatch was 1,000 Chums and 200 Silvers.
At Bi1l Mocres csmp whish 1s located nine miles Below Hemilton, therse
more natives fighing than in ths past, most »f these people come up
2 Cheneliak, which is thirty miles below Hamilton, there were ten families
ping here and all reported a good catch, esch family averaged 1,200 fish.

3 The natives at Phillip Fexys camp had 1,000 Chums, thers wers two
Railies hers using cne wheel, very few Kings wers csught here.
At Keechuks camp there ware seven native [ami 6 iss fiahing, thay were
Bing three whesls, thelr oaten of Kings was only 50 while thei: ootah of Chums
s 4,50C, this catch was T below avarage Tor thls ocam

'_ There wore Tifteen fami'ler st ’ ' ' e, . res wneels,,
Thelr cstah of Kings wae batl Al i ) a s was L :
S below aversge, at “iika Fpint and pafaky wnioh ey
Trom M. Village they hac good oateh of fiel eTe Wy iritaan families
Cishing st these polnts using o h ; Lad sabout yob
Kings and 17,000 Chums , one = saugnt Z o DO eTer he reported -
heavy m™mns of Chums that he 1 b LG Oe KLopTe - “taks care L\
of the fish, this man had mors [ish than he oOuls cars far o offered the
natives all the fish thaj et ny st oo e bothersd

with them.

At Pllot Stat there woertd ¥ i 1 ; n this vicinity
than I have ever see are before ey of them soming L1% . L starmke
gountry, there wvare forty two Lamlid §08t e Ehiroug are, they were using
three wheels and twenty mms’ yta, thelr combin o (inge wpe only 200
and about 2,000 Chums, very {ew Jllvary wer wing caught here, tlois growp
of people were really working Lo aatch , . for sume redson oF
other the fish were¢ not hitting in at ¢ ‘

At all the camps below Arxl alove M 11 which Lis jistance of about
eighty =miles, the catch was i oW gverage, more Kings were here
this year thin last, very I Mlivars vere ugh any of thess painta.

Thers are nins agtd Pomdliay &t Russlan Masion, one vhesl pnd 20 fathoms
of nets were being ussd, onl 2 B 3 ' -

There was caly ooe casp batwsén this podnt and Fifteen Mile Hluff whieh
is a distance of sixty milse, there wes one whita man and twe native fasiliss
fishing hers, thay reported & poor cateh with only 1,000 Clms.
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vtmmm.mft. mu.ww-mm.mtmmnporm
| hes-lest satches of salmon in years, at Fiftsem ¥ile Bluff there were
n rstive families fishing they reported a combined ecatch of 1,000 fings
b4 a total cateh of 15,000 Chums. At Pimate a distance of seven miles thers
gix fam:lies fishing, the combined catch of Kings hare was 500 and 9,500 Chums,
At Holy Cross they ail reported the heaviest catch in years, after the Catholio
Mission had all the fish they wanted, they turned their wheels over o tha
Satives. At Bonasella which is a native fish camp located forty five xiles
Holy Cross they reported a fine catoh of Chums but very few Xings, at all
above points from Fifteen Mile Bluff to and including Bonasella a distance
sixty miles, the catch of Chums was exceptionally heavy, & total of
Z28.50C fish taken in this district, 2,500 Kings were taken in this distrioct
also, all the above fish were taken in July, the weather was fine for drying
®ish as the rains did not start in until August, very few Silvers were being
paught at any of these pointa, all these people had all the dry fish they
janted and & few of them were getting & few Silvers for daily fresh fish
nd dog food, all dry fish was selling for 7¢ and 8¢ per pound.

Anvik which is usually & fine place for gish bhad only two thirds of
normal cateh this year, there were six families here using six whoels, &S
ar as I could find out, the total cateh of Chuma was around 5,000 nc Kings
_:. caught here, the price being paid for dry fisn at Anylk was 9¢, saveral
‘of the natives had sold their fish to itinerant Lraders wno were taking the
B Pish tc Fairbanks to sell, these itineratt Lraders bW (e fish down river
'fol' 7¢ and 8¢ per pourd and take it up t¢ FALOORNSE “hare tneyv sell it for
BET15 and 20¢ per pound, other natives here were taklng their fish up viver
Kuyukuk Station a distance of 229 miles where the) claimed they were being
paidd 12¢ per pound for it. As most of the fish here had bean sold it was
hard to get an accurals check on it but from ni srmatlon recelved Irom
the store keeper and the Minister hare 8,000 seemed to bz the oa

Thers were three native [lan camps postiered asbout five miles apart in
through the district atove Anvil thers ware & total of te farilies using
three wheels, Lhey Dad 4 © mbined oatch of 7,000 Chums bui no Kings or Silvers.

The pecple at halls Rapids reported a Isi rly good catoh of Chwms but no
Kings were caughi here six families fishing here uaing . ybeals reported a cateoh
of 16,000 Chums, st the Bluffs a tow Miles from here & families had been fishing
during the summer wit all the camps were desertec » this time,

At Fred Caros, & native fish casp Lhers ¥ sra thres native families using
three wheels, they had & combined estch of 14,000 dried Chums

At Plgekburm there waz oOniy one fazily flshing using one wheel the cataeh
of Chums was 4,000, this 1s the last camp until Kaltag is reached, &
distance of around 100 milss, there 23 a living soul and not a single camp
to be seen.

There were thirty families located in Kaltag, using ten wheels they bad
a total catch of 12,000 Chums and no Kings, this is a light gatah for here.
the traders wers paying 12¢ for smoked dried fish and 10¢ for sun gured fish
nl&qununbmaddhonmu”w, every other yusr there were twe liguer
Mhmm-oatdthonnhmtrﬂdfornmr. ¥

L -
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There were around fifty femilies in Milato, thay wers using 15 wheels
tthe catoh was very light Lere, the people reportied the catch as only one toivd
lof their normal catch, very few Xings were csught hera and around 5,000 Chums,

At Knyukuk Station the cateh of Kings and Chum. was very light, the traders
d purchased nine tons of dried Chume brought up river from ArAk snd Halls
Rapids and other fish camps in that vielnity, thay were paying 1i¢ per pound.
BAt all points from Kaltag to and including Kgqyukuk Ststion the caich of all fish
very light, no Sllvers were being ocsught st any of thess places but the
‘white fish were running heavily, all the natives seemad to bDe getting plantly
of ther, .

» OGalens reported a very light cateh of fish, at Ruby where tiere were
i five white men fishing they reported a very fine catch of King salmon this
year, the combined catch wea 6,000 Kings, all this fish is sold locally, the
‘eAtoh of chums was lizht but they all seemed to be getting plenty of Silver and
almon in September, more Kinge were caught here than at any other place along
e river, this was also the first place where any number of Silvers were being
ught along the river, while the whites fishing here all had good catches of
ing the natives had very few but this was because they did not start fishing
the big runs were on but waited until late n July to get their wheels
."' water,

2 i’ - From Ruby to Kokrines there were seven families scattered along in

h hers they were using three wheels but reported a very light catch of

: Most of the camps from Kekrines to Tanana were deserted but the few
" people remaining at the camps rerorted light catches of fish.

: The Chums this ysar were very large but lacking in oll and after being
. dried weighed only around 3/4 of a pound compared to the dried weight of otk
. years which usually sverages from 1 pound to 1 1/4 pounds.

; Practically all the King salmon caught along the river was caught in
wheels, ths Chiims were alsc caught in wheels while the Silvers were all being
caught in nets,

Tanana River.

The Tanana River was at a very low stage of water, at some of the
orossings there was just enough water for the Coot to drag over, I employed
an extra man at Tanana to help sound out at the crossings, when the Tanana River
is real low one is apt to have trouble, however no troutle was sncountersd.

The satech of fish all along the Tanana was very light, there were soms
Kings csught during July and a light satch of Chums, some Silvers wers being
caught lats in September, all reported this years ocate: lighter than last.

The Coot arrived at Nemans on September 26, where she was putiin winter
quarters, the total sdlage 4% Lhe Cont for the ssceon of 197 was #,328 sdles.
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Anmual report Iukoa and Tanana River -~ 1939

AS there was no patrcl on the Kuskokwim Fiver this year
all my reports on fishing there xre from letisrs and wire, they reported the
catch of King salmon as normal but that there was a great shortage of all
~ other fish in that distriet, the catch this year was only one third of last
- Yyears catch, there was no Commercial fianing there, the only one who sald
he might put up fish for export was Robert Gerkis, statistical blanks were
miiled to him,

The list of operators in this district for 13539:

Northern Commercial Co., 419 Colman Bldg. Seattle, Washington mild cured salmon
hard salt bellies and canned salmon.

- Coris Lauridsen, Kwiguk, Alaska Mild cured salmon.
8t, Mary's Mission, Akulurak, Alaska Mild cured salmon.

& Statistical blanks were given to each of the abowand blanks were
- malled to Robert Gerkie at Bethel, Alaska

This concludes the annual report of the Yukon, Tanana and Kunlnohdl
ma- for the season of 1939.

Respectfully submitted,

/vy/ Calvin F. Tewnsend
Inapector, Alaska Fisheries.




Nenana, Alasika
September 25, 1939

;Iubjoct: Reports of fishery operations in Alaska - re file 580

Comd ssioner of Fisherieal
] on, D.C.
3 - The total catch of salmon on the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers
for the season of 1939, showing the number and species taken outside and
. the mouth of the river for export and local sale, those taken for
consumption and dog feed and the kind of gear used.

uas- Kingn taken outside mouth hw 5111 nota for export
, " inside "

AL * . along river by wheels for 1ocnl use and sale

26,884 Total number Kings.

ig. !1n‘n taken by gill nets
704 "  wheels

313,400 Chums taken along river for human cornsumptidn and dog feed

Jﬁ:raximltoly B854 caught in wheels and 157 csught with nets
o

" 14,250 Silvers taken along river
';-A,Approximltoly 90§ caught in nets and 10% caught in wheels.

-26.88N - Total nunbnr of Kings
- 13 J00 ¢ it Chums
- 1N,250 " » Silvers
371 N 2 * Families
166 » " " Fish wheels
1,284 Fathoms Nets,

Products prepared from the above fish and the apprroximete value of sams.

166-800# tierces mild cured King selmon e-----ceecee—_.Valus - $17,200,00
152-cases 14 flat cans King salmon weecccmmccmmmmeoa * 1,368.00
17,800 # hard salted bellies, local sale —-—-eeomueee- 2,170.00
2 Ton smoksd strips sold locally 1,000.00
Approximately 12€ tons dried Chums average 8¢ per # -20,000,00

Total exrnings from fishery operations -- $41,738.00




As thers was no patrol on the Kuskokwim this year all my information
gained from letters and wires from that district, all reports from
yere state that the King salmon catch was about the same as last year
but there is a shortage on all other fish all along the river and at the mouth.
hey claim the ocatch this year is only one third of last years catch with
%" exception of the XKings, the figures below were taken from last years
L§ ..
14,000 Kings dried )
100,000 Chums, dried
$10,000 Rds, dried (Heds)

was no Commerclal fishing for export.

Respectfully submitted,

/oy/ Calvin F. Townsend
Inspector, Alaska Fisheries.




 3ubject: Yukon .nd Tanana River catech of fish, showing number of families,
species of fisn caught and gear used season-1939.
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