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OKEFElfOKEE wn.DLi l"E REFUGE 

GEORGIA 

Wildlife using Okefenokee are some 150 or more apeoies of' birds - nesting, . . 
wintering and mig~ting, - and of' mam:nals are bears, deer, wildoats, raocoou, . . . 
otters, foxes, skunks , opossums, gray and fox squirrels, and a number of' 

different rata, - alligators, aevoral speoiea o£ tortoises, several speci es 

of' snakes, lizzarda, f'roga, t oads and with many speoiea of' inseota, they all 

together f'or.m quite a ~ldlif'e population. 

Of the nesters 3 ' 7 ) the American Egrets and Little Dlue Herou have 

increased most notabl y - a moe Okefenokee beoame a retuge. The Florida 

Crones also have inoree.sed aommrhat - but of the three nests fotmd by our 

personnel in Maroh, two were destroyed - one apparently by a bee.r and nothing 

to indicate what destroyed the other - both destroyed ~le containing two 

eggs . Our four parties counting duoka in January, 1939~ counted 76 cranes 

and in Jo.mary 1938 only 20, - this '\':Ould indicate 211 increase. lfow that 

the nesting season is over, some o£ these mmderful birds that we bo.ve al TTO.ys 

thought so wil d are again appearing a l ong the canol whor e they stand end 

watoh the small boats go by o.nd apparently Tritp as muoh interest as thoy 

create for the humane nho aro givon the opportunity to observe them - but 

the most remarkable inoident that has ooourred - where Florida Cranes were 

involved was in Floyd's Prairie, away off in the middle of the Swamp - whon 

Sam Mizell, Pa.trolmnn•Agent, paddling a small boat and alone, came upon two 

cranes standing near the boat rtm ond did not move when he stopped within 

15 ft. Sam says they l ooked at him and one lower ed his head and picked under 

his wing a ff1ff seoonds, then both looked at him as nonolumtl y as if he was one 



of thCD • no ths apoke to thc::l and thoy contmuod tmeonoomod and undiaturbcd 

and tho.t thon, 1n hiD, developed o. quoor .foel!.ng and he oovod on - loo.~ 

tmo oranoa ot&ll otonding thoro • Som anya thoy r:.ny bavo boon yo'lln{; orono•, 

but oortninly hod tho o.ppooranoo of run crorzn birdie 

OUr oounta of duoka 1n Janunz-y indiontod a dcorooeo £roc tho year be£ore, 

but tho lcmor rotor lovol my lnvo lltld acco ~ an tllit • ducks may bnve 

fo\Dld bettor feo6.1DG 1n atbor o.roae ond we oovorod tho aoco o.roa.a we oovorocl 

tho previous your or o.a auob of th ao coul d l'71th tho lor.or Tl'D.tor. 

U\ny young r.ood Duob h.o.ve bctm obaorved in d!trorent pnrto or tho ttetuce 

ond thoir inorooao should provo antisfo.otory. Tfileon'a Gnipe, whore we bo.d 

oprx>rtun1ty to oboorve, o.ppoo.rocl t o bo nt lonat o.o numoroua o.a tho previous 

winter but oo o.ttompt t o ootico.to TmO DDde. Ono \Dlu.eual ooourronoe 1n Gprlne 

me tho o.ppooronco of aovoro+ htmdrod 1h1to Ib1aoo on !.hroh 0 and on l:tl.roh 

31 about 3000 troro obaorved 1n Choooor ITnirio. In 1030 tho f irit hito 

Ibiaoa woro notod on y 12. .Ood Ibiaoa t10ro first noted th1a yoc.r on 

April O, and in 1938 on t.ny 12. Sot10 .hi to Ibiaoa nro still to bo · soon • 

throe or four boro o.- thoro 1n the fu,;;o and r::IXIlY more o.ro narr aoon o.bout 

lnrco panda outside or tho ne~e. ny t:nr, tho coat nU!J.Orou. of T11ntor1ne 

b1rda ""ro tbo Rob1nl, the1o oould be soon by tt:m.a of thousocdll 1D ~ 

different plnooa 1n Ukofenokcoe A fOCf tmro obaervod o.a l nto o.e April loth. 

en ono trip £roo Ocmp DF-1 to Coftoo Do.y on tho Cnnnl, on April lOth, ~0 

1poo1ea of birds ro rocordod ond on ony ropot1t1on or tho aD.CB trlp quite 

n fcm moro than 40 apeoios micht bo notod. On thio partilulo.r trip, seven 

or tho emo.ll bir<W uoro .arbl ora a. i'ollor~a, ~tbary, rarulo.-Yellorr, !J;yrtl e, 

Yellcm throated, Pino and Yollcr.1 Pnlon. 

Of tho morco.la • tho bonra bo.vo corto.1nly inoroa.aed, nlthoue}l aa::10 \'701ldorbl(; 

t oo fo.r outoido tho no.ruuo 1n oornoh or boc;o bnvo fotmd tl.lom and they t h.omsolvce 



bom ro\Zld by ormere or the hogs and did not return. co.ttlo OllOU{;h bnve 

etoyod mthin tho Rofuco linoa to koop eom of tho boo.ra auppliod Tl1th troab 

coo.t without hnvine to take ohonooa 1n T10llde~ outeido. 

!aoooona bo.vo 1norooaocl notlooably - o.nd ottaen, tbo.t ho.d o.ltilost dieappoo.rea, 

Ol'Goo:::dng bo.ok to ouoh on oxtcmt thnt it ia roneonoblo to oxpeot o. goodly 

population 1n tho noo.r futuro. Deor nro plantl!'ul DDd oro ofton aoon Tihon 

they wonder out or tho &Tim:lp an to tho hiGh londa ourrcnmd1J:lc it, but wo 

nro not m poaitian to Blvo avon 0. £o.1r eetlmto or 1noroo.ee m nucbore. 

In t!o.y o. north Acerlotm P.mthor or l.!ountain Lion l':'B8 reported to bo aoon ju.t 

outeido tho Rofuso - Go.id to bo soon by tho driver ot a aobool bus and by o. 

nu:Jbor or aobool obildron oooupying tho bua and aoon 1n the open rood just 

oboad or tho but. Allic;nton o.ro to be aeon whorevor ono my tl"(lvol by bent, 

and 1n croo.tQr llU!!'bore than Sn tho provioua yonr and oro very 1ntoroat1I16 to 

visitoro. Thoro o.ro throo nlli&nton norr eto.y1Dc noor tho bot\t landinc at 

Coop Cornelio. ond one or thoao will narr OOtlC Ml lon,sth out or tho rotor 

t o cot a piooo of f1ah hold ror hiJ:l on tho ond of' o. pole. i'ortoisoa of' aevornl 

apooioa are ot111 plont1ful 1n apito or tho mot t ho.t tho bot\ra try to koop 

ri(;ht in boh!nd t hem Tlhm:\ depodtine tboir O&GD• 

SlJAXF..3 Ra.ttloro aro f ound 1n and CLbout tho GT:tU:JP aa nro tXlllY othor SDDkoa, 

but 1n t ho m-itor• a opinion t horo ru.·o nothin& liko aa ~ l!ooona1na 1n the 

$\':Dt;1p todo.y no t horo mro prior t o t ho biG tiro thnt at':Opt avor tho ontiro 

&.rOB in 1932. 

USE Ub.DB OF TliE Rm'UGB Cll tho mot aide TlO havo no ono llviJlG mthin tho 

Ro.fuco, and it mll bo another your beforo tho t'iold hoadquo.rtora buildizlGa 

will be roocly for oooupanoy. On tho onat aide nt !'iolc.\ hendquo.rtora the tint 

dwelling WI!& oooupiecl on Uny lat and tho c;uic.\e • a oo.bin oooupiod on Juno let~ 

Thoae o.t Co.!:li> Cornolin ODd horo Patrolnxm Ca.y ond Guide Rodc.\CIIl00"7 ho.ve put 



up some br ackets and keep them supplled with f ood t or bi rds and more of thb 

will be done, putting up nesting boJtea etc. and tmdoubt edl y i t will not be 

l ong before many small birds will be s een about the headquarters o.t al l times . 

We have one small colony of !!artina and Ylithin a few montlta we Trill construct 

homes tor many more . ¥food Ducks use trees that provide nesting hollows 

nnd these are pl enti ful in all pnirta of the Refuge. Egr ets and Bl ue Ilerona 

usually select tor nesting, cypress ponds in tho l'lnter 11prairios11 - those 

ponds are innumerabl e and they ohnnge about from year to year - Of'ten some 

water turkeys wil l nest in the samo pond TTith Horons but aingl o nests c.re 

found here and there. Night Herons usually prefer a pl ac e in a l arger 

body of timber growing in Tmter. Green Her ons like the lovror growth like 

on tha Canal banks and some nests are t'otmd along the Ca.nnl b8llke outsi de of 

the ~·nunp about Crunp Cor.nel ia. Owls and Woodpeckers find hol l ow trees a plenty • . 
llo open shooting areas in Okefenokee Refuge and no camping all owed tor vis i tors• 

but fishing i s allowed and during the fiscal year just ended, fishing permit• 

were issued tor 5319 man days fishing, and the f ol l owing fi1hoa wore takena 

Per ch 

Bas a 

Jack 

Mudtish 

Catfish 

30922 

1736 

2300 

6256 

6009 
4122! 

Desidos thos e fishing, permits were issued to 1128 Refuge visitors among . . 
whom wer o Ornithologists, Entomologists, Botanists end other naturiliet s. 

PREDATOR CONTROL: llo activitiea undertaken on this Refuge toward predator 

control. Of course tho boars proy upon almost anything thoy oan oo.toh e.nd 

any eggs they oan !'ind1 probably destr oying many al ligator nesta, eating 

many tortoise eggs oto., and a Florida Crane ' s nest i s an easy mark t or th~ 
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bo1r.l& L"'.tlx>r drlMa~to in Mo taot01 - ootSns %X)t) only f'ra!to, bol"rtoo 

oto. but ~l:r ~ pu-t or ~ oar/ !'or QlO axll oOO pull tho ~ f'raD . 
~ dood and dCQl t r oo t o rh1d azul COQQt ca em:r ~raJ tor tho next.• ho !Q 

p!"Qbnbly our fP:'COotO~ prodnto:r. Oe OOUl"SO W tJl.vo tdl~. l"C..OO<;'QO• !'omoo, 

al;unl:u• toot do t hG1r sttu.~ o~ dat¥l~ll to o<X'lO fortiS os: ~l<ll1t'6 • c:lC1 r.o l'nvo 

tho prodr.to~a O....""in:JC tbo b~o • tb> ooono.;Jt b~ tbo pro<lnto"" bt.roka • OJo 

o!' our puty C-ace •• ~CQs J()poJ'ea lB1tm nootirla on Oold!O+. .. Cc..t!p Iolao4 

loot &11~ eel aooi!JG uno lt.W4t oatoh tlWo<:t <PiU In oD.o &\y• probablw o. 

Dluo Do.rtor • b:Me\IQf• I boU~ tho bnlonolDc of 411 tb1u :1a to bo· lort 

Stnoo July l• 1000. ~ road CroQ ~ tc~o bo~ oo tho nrt,-o ot do to 

Joooa Iolnnd M& boal oa::t>lotod • o.oo dloa. Qle tzooltni'a otib!n to1 

o Cu1do'll oab!n aooplotod o.t ~ cornoUn cma tbooe tlQt'l. ~oa by ~tl"Olam 

cay ~ Ch1ot CuWo r.od<lellborr:y-. A DfXfwd ratrolalil•• lou oobAn u ~to 001' 

OOtlPlotod nt Coop ComoUa 0.00 o. QoMoo bulldlDG ~oQ ~ t o OO;! oo:-.,lotod. 

nlO ortt• road 1'lrtc tho Gt . Cool"())~' to tho bent l~ o'b Cct1p ~rnolio 

trootod!n plaoos 'Cfith ooro olny or rDt"' oond au noodcd to r:llko o 'bottol' ell 

\10lthor &!'ODd. Uq1110ro ~ ... ot dobl~G ~vo4 !'Jra:l tho ~ • ~ S.t ao 

that alloar pklo tu"' flCirl GOld~:::l t"l~~ • b\lt thoro !o yot, lotio of tl'O~t to bO done 

~tho CntloBl. A r,11do•u dock flt\8 Qa'.l!>lotO<l. 0 ::Ulco ot ~~() ~~ 

(!l tho 0~0 ~J l!noo in tho Cc.o.l> Comol!n N'OQ. Gl1loro4 otld 7 c11oa or 

t hl.o CJ'Odecl• :to ClOl"'# aboU'~ tho boot landizlG and Guido•• ont>m oltkmod up - Cile 

ooro or wot crouru1 !'illod !n C\t tho botlt lond5~ ~ noooouary ~ r~ 

tn~ aroo. coc:>lutad, omoroto eo~ oalGtNatod Qed ':xnt bot;t.fl 0o lo.t~a at 
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Dri ve~my through headquarters area on the north eide of road gr aded and olayed.. 

All the above by ccc. Bureau poroonnel with some hired l abor repaired the 

board Tm.lks at Fl oyd ' s Island and Jones Island and put up about 350 penalty 

and Blue Gooso signs in posting the Retuge. 

LAW EHFORCEtiEH'r a One party shot a ffiW duoks Within the Refuge on Deoemher 26th

and on January llth another man tried it at the same point. Wo had a patrolmal 

and a deputy game vm.rdon watching thia area and when they heard the ahota • 

went in to apprehend the viol ator • but ho wn.a in an open marsh and saw them 

approaching and e scaped - l eaving his ahwlls • fishing tackle etc . Our men did 

not get near enough to r ecognize him. On ~~ ocoaasiona soma a lligators wer e 

killed at night in ·t he Billy' a toke area and whil e we l earned enough to feel 

sure of the identity of the viol ators ~ could not secure suffici ent evidsnce 

to convict.. We had one f ire near Oam.p Cornelia and have r eason t o think it was 

incendiarism but could not prove it in oourc. We have ~friends living 

around the r ofuge from wilom we hnvo l earned of intents and plana to poach. 

This and tho act ivit ies of our par.onnel have kept rei'uge viola.tions dO'ml to 

r easonabl e ~. 

WATER CONDITIONS a 

In July 1938 the raint'nll was sufficient (with the good rains the previous 

month) to raise the wn.tor level in Okefonok:ee about a toot over the low mark 

of tho preceeding Spring, however • since l ast July we hn.vo had low wa·iier to 

contend with and trips in Sl:lflll pole bonto from the Cn.ne.l. to Grand Pro.irie 

and to other pointe coul d not be made T1i thout g6t·ting out and dragcing the 

boat over parts of tho route. md.ing it hard work and s low. As June- 1939 

ended we have again had good raino - that mnlro it pr actical to travel in n 

pole boat over somo routes that have been very hard wor k for nearly a ye~r .. 

.. 



These boat routes for small push boats oan be improv$<1 by some cleaning and 

clearing eo that traval may be o.ooomplished by our patrolmen when the 

:water is l aw and we hope t o. get this done . 

The wri ter is now trying to gat her some definite @·t;a as to the pr e semt 

supJly of aome food plants. compared to the suppl y of these same years ago. 

John :u. Hopkins 
Retuge Uanager 
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