ANNUAL REPORT

OKEFENOKEE WILDLIFE REFUGE
GEORGIA

Wildlife using Okefenokee are some 150 or more species of.‘birdl - n_olting,
ﬂ.ntor'in.g and.mign_th_:g, - end of mammals are bears, deer, wildecats, raccoons,
otters, foxes, skunks, opossums, grey and fox squirrels, and e number of
different rats, - alligators, several species of tortoises, several species
of snakes, lizzards, frogs, toads and with meny species of insects, they all
together form quite e wildlife population.

Of the nesters Jimsim, the Americen Egrets and Little Blue Herons have
increased most notably - since Okefenokee became & refuge. The Florida
Cranes also have mormod somewhat = but of the three nests found by our
persomnel in March, two were destroyed - one apperently by & bear and nothing
to indicate what destroyed the other - both destroyed while containing twe
eggses Our four parties counting ducks in January, 1939, counted 76 cranes
end in Jemmary 1938 emly 20, - this would indicate gn increase, Now that

the nesting season is over, some of these wonderful birds that we have always
thought so wild are agein appearing along the canal where they stand end
watch the small boats go by and epparently with as much interest as they
create for the humans who are given the opportunity to observe them = but

the most remarkeble incident that has ocourred - where Floride Cranes were
involved was in Floyd's Prairie, away off in the middle of the Swamp = when
Sem Mizell, Patrolman-Agent, paddling a small boat and alone, came upon two
cranes standing near the boat rum and did not move when he stopped within

16 ft. Sem says they looked at him and one lowered his heéd end picked under

his wing & few seconds, then both looked at him as nonchently es if he was one



of them « He them spoke to them end they continued unconcerned and undisturbed
and that then, in him, developed & queer feeling and he moved om - leaving
the orenes still stending there « Sem says they may have been young oranes,
but certeinly had the appearence of full grown birdse

Our counts of ducks in Jamuary indicated o decreagse from the year before,
but the lower water level may have had some bearing on this ~ ducks may have
found better féeding in other areas and we covered the same areas we covered
the previous year or as much of them as we could with the lower waters

leny young Wood Ducks have been cbserved in different parts of the Refuge
and their inorease lhould prove satisfectorys Wilson's Snipe, where we had
opportunity to observe, appeared to be at least as mumerous as the previous
winter but no attempt to estimote was made, (me wnusual ocourrence in Spring
was the eppearance of several hmdred White Ibises on March € and on March
81 about 35000 were obeserved in Chesser Frairies, In 1938 the first White
Ibises wore noted on May 12, Vood Ibises were first noted this yoor on
April 6, and in 1958 on May 12, Some White Ibises are still to be seen =
three or four here or there in the Refuge end meny more are now seen about
large ponds outside of the Refuges Dy far, the most numerous of wintering
birds were the Robins, these oould be seen by tems of thousends in meny
different places in (kefenckees A fow were observed as late as April 10th,
On one trip from Cemp BFel to Coffec Bey on the Comal, on April 10th, 40
species of birds were recorded and on any repetition of the same trip quite
& fow more than 40 species might be noteds On this pertiéular trip, seven :
of the small btgh were Verblers as follows, Fronothary, Parula=Yellow, Myrtle,
Yollow throated, Pine and Yollow Palen.

Of the mammals - the bears have certainly inoreased, although some wandering
mmm.mtmmmm-mhdwmfmmmmm.nu



been fownd by owners of the hogs end did not retumm, Cattle emough have
stayed within the Refuge lines to keep some of the bears supplied with fresh
moat without having to take chances in wandering outsides

Racooons have inoreased noticeably « and others, that had almost dinppeuod.
mmmumhmm«bhﬂbithmhtomnum
population in the near future. Durmplenbimlandmm_lmm
they wender out of the Swemp on to the high lends surrownding it, but we
are not in position to give oven & fair estimate of increase in numberss

In Moy a North American PFanther or Mountain Lion was reported to be seen just
outaide the Refuge = Said to be seen by the driver of a school bus and by &
mmber of school children ccoupying the bus end seen in the open road just
ahead of the bus, Alligators are to be seen wherever one may travel by boat,
and in greater mumbers than in the previous year end are very interesting to
visitorse There are three alligators now staying near the boat lending at
Camp Cormelia and one of these will now come full length out of the water
to get & piece of fish held for him on the end of a pole, Tortoises of several
species are still plentiful in spite of the fact that the bears try to keep
right in behind them when depositing their eggse ‘
SHAKES =~ Rattlors are found in end esbout the Swemp es are meny other snakes,
but in the writer's opinion there are nothing like as many Mooocasins in the
Swamp today as there were pricr to the big fire that swept over the extire
area in 1932,

USE MADE OF THE REFUGE  On the west side wo have no one living within the
Refuge, and 1t will be amother year before the field headquarters buildings
will be ready for cocupancy. On the east side at field headquarters the first
dwelling was occupied on lay lst and the guide's cabin ooccupied on June laste
These ot Camp Cornelie and heve Patrolmen Gey and Guide Roddenberry have pub



up some brackets and keep them supplied with food for birds and more of this
will be done, putting up nesting boxes etc. and undoubtedly it will not be

long before meny smell birds will be seen about the headquarters at all times.
We have one small colony of Martins and within a few months we will construct
homes for meny more. Wood Ducks use trees that provide nesting hollows

and these are plentiful i.n' all patrts of the Refuge. Egrets and Blue Herons
usuvally select for mesting, cypress ponds in the water "prairies" - these

ponds are fmmumereble and they change sbout from year to year - Often some
water turkeys will nest in the seme pond with Herons but single nests are

fm.md. here and there. Night Herons usually prefer a place in a larger

body of timber growing in water. Green Herons like the lower growth like

on the Cenal banks and some nests are found along the Canal benks outside of
the Swemp ebout Ceamp Cornelia. Owls end Woodpeckers find hollow trees a plmtyr
No open shooting areas in Okefenokee Refuge end no cemping allowed for visitors,
but fishing is allowed end during the fiscel year just ended, fishing permits
were issued for 5519 men deys fishing, and the following fishes were takeng

Perch 80922
Bass 1736
Jack 2300
Mudfish 825-6
Catfish 5009
7228

Besides those fishing, permits were issued to 1128 Refuge visitors among
whom were Oraithologists, Intomologists, Botanists end other naturilists.
PREDATOR CONTROL: No activities underteken on this Refuge toward predator

\
controle Of course the bears prey upon almost anything they cen catch and

eny eggs they can find, probably destroying meny alligator nests, eating
many tortoise eggs otcs., and & Florida Crane's nest is an easy mark for theme



ole

being rathor indisoriminate in his tastes = ecating not only fruits, borrice
m.mmlymmonmmmmummm.mm

& dood and down tree to £ind and feast on sow worme for the next, ho is
prebebly our greatest predator. OF cowrse we have wilddats, reccocns, fomes,
skunkg, that do thelr share of damago to scme forme of wildlife « and weo have
the predetors among the bimds « tho meanest Lelng the predatory hawvkss One
of ouwr Deputy Came Werdeny roports hewls nesting on Soldier Camp Islond

lnst Spring and seofing ume hesl catoh tlwee quall in ane day, probebly o
Dlue Darter - however, I bollieve the balanoing of all thia is to bo left

Yo nature in (kefenclkocs |

REFUGE IMPROVBMENTE s

Since July 1, 1088, our roed from the Refuge boumdary on the Fargo side %o
Jones Island has boon comploted = G080 milos. One Metrolmen®s oabin end

2 Guide's oabin completed at Comp Cornolia and these now occupied by Patrolmen
Gey and Chief Culde RNoddenborry. 2 socond Matrolmen's log cabin s 907 to 06%
completed ab Comp Cormmelda end & service dulklding also P0% to 067 comploted,
Tho Nefuge road from the Ote Goorge highway to the boat landing et Cap Comnelia
treatedin places with more clay or more sand as noeded to make & botter all
wonthor yoads lany more tons of debris remeved from the Cenal » maling it so
thot sheay pine are now seld'm sheaved = but theve is yet lots of work to be done
on the Cemals A Gulde's dook wne caploted. § miles of fawe rightecfe-my

o the lefuge boundary lines in the Camp Cormelin area oleared end 7 miles of
this gradeds 10 sores about the boat lending end Gulde's cabin oleaned up « One
aore of wet ground filled in at the boat londing end necessary drainage for
parking area completed, oonorete forms oonstrmicted and work bogun on latrines at



Drive~way through headquarters area on the north side of road graded and clayed,
All the above by CCCs Buresu personnel with some hired lebor repaired the
board walks at Floyd's Island and Jones Island and put up about 350 penalty

end Blue Goose signs in pesting the Refuge,

LAW ENFORCEMENT: One party shot & few ducks within the Refuge on December 25th-

end on Jemuery llth enother man tried it at the seme point, We had a patfolmm
and & deputy game warden watching this aree and when they heard the shots,
went in to apprehend the violator, but he was in an open marsh end sew them
approaching and escaped - leaving his shells, fishing tackle etcs Our men did
not get near enough to recognize him, On two occassions some alligators were
killed at night in the Billy's Lake area and while we learned enough to feel
sure of the identity of the violators we could not secure sufficient evidence
to convicts We had one fire near Camp Cornelia and have reason to think it wes
incendiarism but could not prove it in courts We have meny friends living
around the refuge from whom we have learned of intents and plans to poachs

This and the activities of our personnel have kept refuge violations down to
reasonable minimum,

WATER CONDITIONS s

In July 1938 the rainfall was sufficient (with the good rains the previous
month) to raise the water level in Ckefenokes sbout e foot over the low mark
of the preceeding Spring, however, since last July we have had low water to
contend with and trips in small pole boats from the Canal to Grand Prairie
and to other points could no-!: be made without getting out and dragging the
boat over parts of the route, mding it hard work and slow, As Jume 1939
ended we have agaein had good rains - that make it practical to travel in a

pole boat over some routes that have been very hard work for nearly a years



-7.

These boat routes for small push boats can be improved by some cleaning end
clearing so that travel may be accomplished by our petrolmen when the

water is low and we hope to get this done.

The writer is now trying to geather some definite date as to the present

supply of some food plants, compared to the supply of these seme years ogoe

John M. Hopkins
Refuge lanager



