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tiMVAK HATI� WILILIPE REPUrE 

NARRA'1'IVE fUQt1' 

Jm.aary 1, 1965 to Deoeaber 31, 1965 

I <BI!RAL 

R!.f\,�p pei'IICn'Wl v1a1ttd Nunivak IalMd twioe �the year. Aaaiatmt 
MliniiiPtr Hclut ..,ant the period t'JUl June 30 to �t 6 on a tiaheriea IIW'
YfiY ·  Rltfuslt Mlnlpr X..ink ..S Supervisor or Alaska Wilcll1te Ret\a&n, 
Spencer ocnl&lcted the .....al ILl8k ox oeniiWI betwen July 22 ani 25. 

A. Weather Condi.. A t.avy winter mowt'all we r8t)OJ'ted by the 
realdiirits or vak. 'lb1a - evident by the preaenoe or ...... 

drit'ta al� the beMhetl u late u add-July. A a�t shorter 
.... r than U8U&l NSUl.ted rra. a late� breakup .am ear� 
ra11 n•• uo. 

toe.a or reindeer wre relatively low despite the heavy snow. How
ever, the loea or a herd or Mwn 111.1ak ox Wlich was attributed to 
801111! W1known weather or snow conditioo, was the n.rst recorded 1n
ata1oe or group Bll'tall ty or this type. 

B. Habitat Con11t1crw. Food and COftr: Eelgraaa, Zostera marina, 
was rCiiid ii'Qdi'i 1n the ba;ya or �t. � YkciifM1ut 
Md n.acb1kthluk oo the east ..S south sides or the 1almd. Abw¥t8nce 
or thia 1Jiport.-tt bNnt tood 1n the varia.aa bays was dtrrtcult to 
dltenldne aa wptat1ve srowth had mt reached ita peak at the tinle 
or IIWWJ• 

Bel'l"lea ut11Jad by ptandpn, &Jii)&PQI' ..S c..da s-ae appeared to be 
ltu1dlnt IB&1n th1a ,ear. 

II WILILIPE 

A. � Blrda. '1bl _,ority ot bird obeervaticna WN I.-de � 
CCWW or the n.twl"y IUJ'YeY W U a IWIUlt WN canf1rwd pri

.ari� to the ooatal area. 

Waterr� n.aoa and _.  wre present 1n llld.ted l'Uit)ere 1n all 
Of tJii Yiaited � the rs..hel"J IUJ'Ye1• '!be ... t OIW.'Y\ apeciea 
abeelwcl � the cout 1n order or their �e wre: cc •a 

eider (283) t old equ. (59), ...,.ror e;oo.e (118), harl8quin (37), 
p1nta11 (23J. Wlite-rrcnted I008e (22). scaup (19). •rpwer (lit). 
� teal ( 12), IBi leaaer canada gooee (10). 

�the Mr1al 8UI'ft1 or aaak ox, 300 canada gene (pi"'OMMblJ leuers) 
wre o:u1ted on lAiklukaakwik Laklt and 110 on Karon Like .  'Die gene 
on theee interior 1a1ata wre bel1ewd to be mcult� blrda. 
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t� auooeea appeared to be good thia .-r. A total or 19 bi'OOds 
wrw rwoontld with., atei"'P brood atse or 7.05 (Table 2). 

TAIU 2 

Pl'AIIaOAH IRXD CXUf1'S at tUaVAX ISLAII>1 1965 

BrOOd 
Sl!! l'!!cpna7 total 

2 1 2 

i 
1 

i 2 
5 1 5 
6 2 12 

1 
3 21 
3 2-

9 2 18 
10 3 30 
11 

It rlt 1btal 

Rook ptand.&m 1 I� aatua1 taw been rwoonled an the 1ala'MS bJ 
s.rt;h (193,) 1 bu WN not cbeei'YfJCS 1n 1965. 

c. 81& 0.. *''••·· 

JlllaK cas '!be July 22 to 25 aaa1c aa cerwua reaa1ted 1n a count or 51' 
.W.ia or whlch 109 WN calwa . This la _, lncNae or lt7 anl•la 
or 9.1'1 over the CCU'lt or lt67 1n 1961t. Howver1 lldjuat� ror the 
23 .w-Je l'lllllWd rot' e�al ciaast1cat1on by thB Unlver.lty 
or Al•aka 1n � 1961t reeu1ta 1n a tnw 1ncre.e or 70 aaak ox 
or 13.61. '!be count or lt67 1n 1961t phaa thB 109 calvn OCUlted th1e 

,az- tota1a 5761 or 62 .:re W.le thin rewaled bJ the 1965 oenaaa . 

b 111aa� 1n1w1a .u be IICOCU'lted tot' a roua.: 

Rtuwal or calfttl bJ the tl11wralty or A'uka 23 
llibr'tallty � o.pturw or abaft 2 
Shot ., u. s. CoMt � 3 
Shot by realdent or MltkDiyWt 1 
a.erved ct.rJ - Olll8e or dN.th � 12 
thMsoauntllbla 21 

'Dw I'Uiber or 111aa� mJ•Ja tllich ocW.d not be aoc<U1ted ror la 
3.61 or t1w ezpected total.- 'lb1a 1a � below the &ftriiP or 
5. 7S unacOOWltable ard•la 1n cenaaaea carWcted alnae 1�7. AI 
.. t deeth� an the 1allnd are reocmJitd1 the UC*I8 RX'tallty pro
blbly ocCUI'B � the winter w.n IUIIk oa _, wander onto the -

1oe ..s are cut orr Of' oarr1ed _., rraa the 1almd. 
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'nl1s year a total or 12 dead aask ox were elu!mined � the rruak ox 
census ar¥1 fishery study. A group or seven winter killed uusk ox were 
round in the n..chikthluk Ba.v area. '1bese aninllls were identified aa 

1 ldult COW, 3 calves of the year, 1 yearl!Jl!;, and 2 WlClaasiried, 
but probably sub adults. 'lbe 1965 loes 1a the highest known mortality 
or arr::1 year. 'lbe previous h11,heat knoMn loss was 7 in 1963. 'r.o 
14.llt auak ox akulla were obtained fran dead .wnala this aunmer. Clle 
or these akulla was siwn to the University or Alaska .-lei the other 
was added to the ret\age collectim. 

An inexcusable incident oca.arred an July 19 vhen three aaak ox were 
shot by perlla'ntl or the U. S. Cout Vessel Balsan. '!be Camander or 
the veaeel stated that two bulls lert a herd and� to with
in 50 yards or a shore party et'U"Wte to service the navigation light 
at Cape Mohican. As the .umals did oot stop and appeared mangy 
loold.ng (a natural cond1t1m in the SU��mer when they are she<kli� 
their wool), they were shot . While three animals, 1 bull ani 2 cows 
(with calvn), were killed, the Coast (l.aard amttted to shoot� only 
two. 

We have reaaan to believe that auak ox have been killed in the put 
by perscns servicing the cape Moh1<*1 11$1:ht. A yearl� was found 
dead ..S reported st¥>t less than 300 yards fran this light 1n 19611. 
A report by c. H. lb.l8e (19118) •ntlone that ae,._, rra. the light 
tender servia� the Cape !tide.\ light had bouted or killing IU8k 
ox. 

Letter. or rep� wre sent to the Coast Cl.&ard by the am.. and 
by the Alaaka DepartiBtt or '1ah and Olnle . Every errort will be 
_. to prwent th1a sltuatlan in the ruture. 

Mr. JaM �al or the thlwreity or Alaka 8PM'1t the early part or 
October m the 1sla1d .-1d sucoeectecs 1n � 10 fenale nusk ox 
calvn. 'lb1a caapletea his penld.t rar the capture or 33 raask ox 

calves. 'lbeM an1ala ar. -� ut111r.ec1 ror �tloatlm expert
..ms at the Un1 'left1 tJ or Aluka. 

Reindeers Aa in the put m at�t waa 1'11lde to ca.ant reindeer oon
c;um with the a.aak ox censua . A CCU'lt or 6300 to 9•000 wu ...se, 
but becau8e cr. or .ant large hen.Ss were believed nd.ased, this count 
was oot accurate . Last year's count or 15,500 na4e trcm aerial photos 
1a oona1clered N.aonllbly accurate. AIJ oo extenai ve winter-kills 
occun"ed on the isl.-ld, the 1965 pop�latim prior to butche� waa 
p�ly llbalt that of 196Jt. '1be Bwww or Indian AN'aira, Mho 
-.nagea the hel"d, reported a total or 2,267 deer s�red 1n 
1965. 1b1s total does not include an1mala taka'l by residents or the 
1alald tor local OQI'B.IIII)tion. 

While � the Nirdeer counts th1a year a NIIIU'kable oonsistant pel"
oent or Wl!te cieer .a noted 1n each or the herds . An average or 1.211 
with a .....,.. or 1. 00 to 2. OOJ Wd te cleer - � obeer'Yed in MVen twrda 
� 1n s1• rraa 150 to 1,300 animals . 
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ProJ!S!ta O.W.lc; 1m lnd IIPPN1Ml or reir¥teer �WWt waluat1m �. 
Spclwored bJ u. u. s. a.antaa or x..s � . 

-�: Robert ,.._ 
;;;{ 1. In1t1&1,.... 1nwnto17 .uwya to clMaity � arMa u 

to aa1tab1llt7 tar reirdler1 �1al ·� levela 
(� G��M�C1tJ)1 lnd dea1red rotation. 

2. Evaluation or condition ..s trent ot.,.... vegetation on 
atoaklld , • .,. •• 

Act1v1tl• ..s NIUlta. ()) tUllvak Mr. Pepu lool.ted three or the au ex.

cioaure plOts •tibfiat.s bJ L. J. ,._r 1n the 1920's. 'r.o or theee 
plota hm been tiaturbed ant wre ot no value rcr vegetation mal.ya1a. 
Mlw qudrata wre •tabl1ahed Mel will be 0CJ1111.NC1 with ,._r•a. 

VI Pt&.IC RfU'l'IOO 

r.r.t· V»15111• � u. tol� IMIP 1a a llat or peNCI'lB lcncM1 to 
- s - -- - Iala1d � u. -r or 1965. . 
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We can not believe this is a typical herd of muskox. 
There seems to be 2 bulls, l cow, 5 yearlings, and 
twin calves. Twin calves are rare, triplets, let 
alone quints, are unknown. The photo may be our first 
evidence of instability of muskox herd. 
Photo by J. L. Hout, 7-3-65. 

Herd of reindeer photographed in 1964. Counts of white 
animals in the herd in 1965 and f rom herds photographed 
in 1964 averaged 1. 27% vri th a range of 1. 00 to 2. 00%. 
Photo by J. L. Hout, 8-31-64. 



Beach seining in the mouth of Duchikimiut River. This 
is the most common type of gear used in the chum salm
on fishe�J. Photo by J. L. Hout, 7-5-65. 

Guide, Kay Hendrickson demonstrating how salmon are 
gaffed from the spawning streams. Photo by J. L. Hout, 
7-9-65. 



Chum salmon bei� split in preparation for drying. 

The women split and dress the fish in short oroer with 
their "ulus" or woman's knife. Photos by J. L. Hout, 
7-5-65. 



Turning the solit chum salmon on the drying rack. These 
fish are turned every 3-4 days and will be sufficiently 
dry to bundle in approximately 2 weeks, weather permit
ting. Drying racks are made from driftwood as there is 
no timber on the Island. Photo by J. L. Hout, 7-2-65. 


