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The Director, Washington, D. C. June 28, 1955
Acting Regional Director, Albuquerque, Mew Mexico
Predator Control - Monte Vista Refuge

Mr. Salyer's memorandum of Junme 21, 1955, referred to preda-
tor damage on dutk nesting at Monte Vista Refuge as indicated in
Biologist Fleetwood's itinerary for May 29-June 4.

Apparently Mr. Fleetwood's itinerary covered the period of
study on the worst unit on the refuge this year. The general picture
is markedly improved over the predator losses of the past two years,
with the exception of Unit 14. We are transmitting copy of Mr, Fleet~
_wood's nesting study report for a better understanding of this season's
results.

An active predator control campaign was carried on last
winter and spring on the lands then under our control. Gemtrary to
Mr. Fleetwood's opinion expressed in his report, we believe the area
should be poisoned every spring, the extent to be determined by the
prevalence of sign. The new lands should also be treated heavily as
they are acquired.

Other items touched on in Mr. Fleetwood's report will be
followed up with the refuge manager.

K. C. Kartchner

PO ﬁte Vista Refuge v/ Mr. Fleetwood's report

Mr. Fleetwood, Bosque Refuge



- e 1
DUCK NESTIRG AND PREDATION 8IUDIES (N THE MOETE VISTA ILT'LJILDLH/;; REFUGE

¥y 30 - June 10, 1955 7 s O
COVER TYPES AND HESTING vy 7Y

The studies for the past tswes years, show that black rush or
wire grass Junous ater is the doainant neeting sover for sll the duek
species that Nest on the refuge but this does net imply that 1t is
the preferred cover type, if extensive areas of other sover types were
available, Hore use is made of this cover type for nesting by nece
essity rather than preference on the part of the duck species. Tne
miniman snd maximum use for this cover type dme 55 and 758 respect-
ively. This yar, 564% of the nests were found in this cover type and
this 1s €% Lelow the 3 year average of 658%.(8ee table 9. The next
cover type on the refuge, that is used by nesting duaks, are the sedges
Carex of 6 or more species. However ther has bsen & drop from the maz-
Toem of 19% in 1953 to 1038 in 1955. This year's upe of this ecver type
is about *Fhelew the 3 vear averare of W%, The drop in ussge of this
cover type is understandable when 1t ie known, that it is the current
year'e growth which is the praferred nesting cover eand not the dry and
dead stemsz and leaves, although & few nests have been found in last year's
growth, A sover type that took a jump this year, was cattail. For 1953
and 1955 the percemtapes of nests locsted in this vover type were 2,18
and 1.0% respectively. ™hie year, 15 nests or 11% of all the nests were
found in this cover type and this is « much higher parcentage than the
3 year average of LE%, The inoronsed ucags of this cover type, may be
due to the imdequacy of other cover types for nesting purposes or to,
the dry oonditions of the osttmil patshes, wvhich mke them more favor=-
atle for nest ecustuction, It is estimated that there are spproximstely
S aores of cattaile on the units aovered by this survey sc this would
make & deneity of 2 nests per acre for this sover type, however, there
was one specifie sore of cattail thet had 5 duek nests.

Sress hes remained rather gonstant in usage, as nesting cover for
the % year study as there has been less that 1% ohange. The 3 year average
iz epprex, éX, Oressowcod whioh provided neeting cover for 9,25 of the
nests in 1953, drepped to less less than 1% in 1954 but this year there
was ¢ slight inerease of usage or approx. L% which is above the 3 year
aversge of 3.9%. Rabbitbush which started with 2.8% usage in 1953 has
dropped to less tha X,

Woeds, chiefly fireweed Eochia seoparim and petioled sunflgwere
Heglianthus petioclaris showed &n increase in nesting usage from 4% last
year to T s year. the 3 year average is 3%‘,5. the sunflowers are

found prinsipally, on the north fork of Spring creek while the fireweed,
s pioneer plant, is fowmd growing on dikes, staoking lots and spoll banks.
Scme grass grwing in these weods provide good nesting sites, and it is
believed that greter use would be made of this sover type, if the weeds
were taller and thicker.

Duek nests have been found deatroyed by predators in all cover types
20 it is impossible to say, that one cover type has an adwntage in
proteotion over ary other sover typs.
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DUCK WESTING AND PREDATION SIUDIRE (N THE MONTE VISIA REVUGH

Greasewood, the prineipal shrub in the San luls valley and on the
refuge, cogurs on the higher and drier sites. ¥hen wells are drilled
aear the patehes of greseewocd, some of the water will run through the
shrubg and sventuslly omuse their death. Urasses come in and grow about
the hummocks where the zreasewcod zrsw and by the nature of growth, there
is an opening in the vegetation enmcireling the hummosks. Hese hummocks
are excellent nesting sktes and evidently the dicks thought so toe, for
several nests were found in hummocks in unite 11 snd 12, last year horses
zraging on unit F11 destroyed most of the nests. There was no spring grazing
o the unit thie year scngequently sevsrsl ncsts vere found end hatohed
this ymar. This wmit with the pond deveiopment plus the plant growth present
wlll make this n zholce unit of the refuge in the near future.

Brought eonditions bave affected the vegetative cover along fenwes

and ditches nnd &5 o rerult concealment cover is ineuffieient so fewer
veste vore found along these features,

CRASIFS AND DUCK FEZTIXG

In my Beport fer 1953, wenticn was made to a triaugular shaped
ploce of Iand nn the Barry treant, thet somtaines apprex. one aore. The
pareel of land Maé a denss stard of tufted hair grass Deschamaia casepitfes
blask rush Juncus ater ard gedree Carex with a consgiderable amcunt of
eurrent rrowiR mmong uhe old shenc.” ge hoight and denpity of the vegstation
mede the area an idaal nesting site as evinced bty 7 duck nest, one shorte
sared oxl nect and cnz phovsent nest, In gpite of the exsellent sover every
nert wee destroyod by prefateors. & chood of the ares lsat year revesled that
the aren wag heavily grszod the winter of 1953-5k and the cover was dest-
royed, econsequently not o gingle nest wag found on the sres. Hare is one
ingtance vhere grazing ruined zn emsecilent nesting site oun the refuge but
field studies dc not ghow that graszing,as it is sanaged, cn the Honte Vista
refugs hes decreased the muxber of nirs sasting on the refugs nor has 2OB-
gracing {moreaced the number ol pairs of nesting dusks en the refuge,
It ig my bellef that the winter slemsats affvot the availabls nesting
sover to & Zreatar dezree aud ddbrissutal alfeot, than limited gmsing,
during the winter sesson. Any grezing should be limited te fall and
winter, Any gresing where ponds end pecls have been agde will be injurious
to nesting ecver arcund the pends ualess the pondy are fensed.

POND DEVELOTUEIT ARD DWGK RR3TING

dinoe last year's field wokk on koante Vista refuge, s large number
of pools and pomde have been mede nser wells or other sourees of mter.
#ithout question, the inarensed water supply dus to the construetion of
these pools has inoressed the swmer populstien of dueks and avocsts. Mo
banks ercund the pools are Larren of vegetatiom and it may be years before
there is sulficient cover on the banks and dikes for nesting purpeses.
However, some of the Lanks kave been seoded and somw species of mative
vezotation, espedially greasewood seedlings were noted on some danks.
Pireweed Koghia scoparia end sunflower lielianthus are pioneer plants and
will be the Tirst cues toagpnrmtbohiﬁmﬂnshpm. From the
cbaervation of vegetation along the Regettlement camal, five or more years
my be reguired bofore sdeoquate cover is obtained en the danks. Zowever,



DUCK ¥BSTING AND PREDATION SYUDIES ON THE MONTRE VISTA REFUGR
¥ay 30 « Jume 10, 1955

the process revogetation ray be hastened by the working of the banks with
machinery, seeding and the planting of sedges and bulrushes arcund the
marzing of the ponds. ihere shold be gentle slopes arownd the pond so

that 1t would be easier for vepetation to become estadlished, It would not
be advisadble to plant round-sten bulrush arcund the emaller pends dut

the species could ba nsed advantagecusly around the larger ponds such as
those on units § ¢ and 10, Net only would the speciss provide nesting sitee
after & few years growth but {t would protect the di
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IREDATRS, CONTRCL AEP DUCK NESYINS

In epite of s magpie control program carried on lagt winter, in the
vieinity of the refuge, little or no shange in the musbers of magpies on
the refuge, oould be noted. However fewer birds were observed along the
Nente Vigta and Bmpire camals where acnditions ars te their liking,

he marsh hank population a %0 Yo aemml ard 10 nests weve
fomd thig year. In additien 3 nests with egge either with breken
or unattended ogge ware found, It is believed that the fessle binds
ate mekt from animale that had been poisened, Phres xarsh hawks were
found dead near nests.

he most surprising thing, was the sbecuse of the short~onred owl
and thelr nests. Jot & gingle individual wus seen this year, wherms
wx&ﬂu&uh:ﬂﬁmwn&m last ymr and the yar
(). ™

The senll rodent population sush as ekipmmbkn and mendow voles
appeared to be sdout the sams as last year, Jaok rabdbits were still
dleing from dlsease dut the pepulation appesred te de noyusl,

An ocoagional goldon emgle and duck hawk were noted during the
field wokk while the crow and rawem appeared more frequently on the
refuge than they did last year and the year before. Fhenever ons wis
observed it generally had s number of blackbirds chaging it. Only ene
nogt found destroyed wes attriduted %o the magpie and in this cuse the
nugt was ndar 8 eagple nest.

The chlef predetor, the siunk thet has destroyed many nests and eggs
on the vefuge during the last two years has had ite moders reduced by
& comtrol progra: earried on last winter on all the wnits with the &xception
of 1 where spproximately {15 of the neste were destroyed this year. For
wmits ’ 1.5, 6.7. 8.9. 10, 11, and 12 1% of the meets were destroyed,
For all the unite piven above end unit #il, 3% of the were dostroyed,
Taig is considerable improvement over 1953 and 15L when and 655 of
the nests were destroyed by predators respectively. Jatohing swecess and
predator were so owt of line with the other uwnits that separate tables were
vrepared,(See tables #1, 2, 3, 4,5 & 6), There are two possible explaimtions,
Unit #1k did not get the soverage &wriag the eentrol program, that the other
units reseived or the skunks meved ia Crom the cutside after the population
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DUCK NESTING AND PREDATION STUDIES OF HE MONTE VISTA MATICHAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE, Hay 30 - June 10, 1955

STATUS (P DUCK XASTS

During the period May 30 « Juns 10, 1955, the writer was assigned
to the Monte Vista refuge to soutinue the nesting and predation studies
that have been carried on for two years with special emphasis to detect
trends and to evaluate changes in nesting on the refuge in terms of predator
control and deferred controlled grazing and the development of ponds and
impousdnents,

Studies of the lagt tro yeurs revealed that the majority of duek
nests were on thege wnits # 1, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and ;. Due to the
1imited time for the studles this year, field wosk was confined to units
#, g, 7, 8, 9 10,11, 12 and 1. On account of the extresely grasing of
the Berry land lagt winter and this spring, very little cover ws left for
nesting dueks so ne attention was given to this trwot wxoept & rapid hike

sleng the re caml the land, Mot & -hih dugk or pheasnt
nest was tﬂinmm.smw'mogg shells seen along the
carml, wheras they were frequent ly seen along the same stretoh of caml

lagt ysar., Bvidently the predator control program eliminated some of he
skunks along the oaml,

In 10 days of field work during the period May 31 - June 10, 1955
the writer sucoeeded in finding 172 duck nests of six species. The nests
scutained eggs being insubated, egg shells that indicated that they had
been destroyed by predators, fragnents, down and membranes w hich indicated
that the eggze had hatched and eggs that had been deserted. Out of 172 nests,
50 or 29% of them had been destroyed by predators previocus to their
discovery by the writer, Membranes,in 2L or 1 of the 172 indicated that
they had hatched prior to thelr discovery while 93 or of the nests
contained ezge being incubated at the time of their discovery. At the
completion of field work the data on the nests is as followsy 62 nests
or 32%, containing L77 ecges (L1¥) were being incubated, 58 or 33-3/4:%
of the nests containing 286 eggse(2if) had destroyed by predators;
L1 or 2 of the nests had hatched 296 or of the eggs found, Ten
nests or 5-3/% containing 60(541/5%) were deserted. Forty-four eggs
were infertli the young died in the shells or the egge rolled out of
the nests, 35 of all the eggs laid were in thie oa + The above
date compriges all the units that were covered. Vhen witfll is excluded
the data 1s as follows; LS or of the nests which contained 361 (L5-7/8%)
ogge were being incubated at the completion of the survey; 10 or 10=7/5%
of the nosgts which ined 51 or 7=1/9% of the eggs had been destroyed
by predators; 33 or of the nests which contained 239 (337)egge had
hatched, Assuming that the present rate of predation and desertion
continues throughout the nesting season 38 of the L5 nests being insubated,
ghould hatoh, and 318 of the 361 eggs being fmsubated should lateh and
this would make the units exslusive of 1l produsing 557 dusks.

Unit #1 which was oonsidered as one of the best nesting areas on the
refuge in 1953 besause 37 nests were fowmd 1¢, was grazed the provious
winter., In 1954 the same unit with grasing prohibited for a year or more
produced 50 duck nests. This year ony 28 duck nests were found on the unit,
but this my be due to the 10 days of field work compared to 25 days in
1954 and 26 days in 1953, but even with this decrease in coverage, iti is
believed that 807 of the nests on the unit were found, Should the vegetation



PUSK XESTING AND “&‘}8’.’%2‘19?’1% BHTE VIST nmen
STATUS OF DUCE NESTS

grow repidly after the middle of June, there could be s considersble
number of nests dus to the renesting of ducks which had lost nests to

yredators,

Unit #10 is ancther cheice pesting area on the and during
m-asm.orrummmmﬁ:mmwrow duok nests. This
yoar 32 nesty were found during 10 days of field work and eould the
field work continved for an additiooal 15 days, it is belisved that the
number of nesgts oz this wait would have exceeded last ysars number,
This would hold trus for units #1 and 1, :

Unit $14, another cholioe nesting ares hed 105 duck nests last year

& part, It is belleved that an additiomal 15 days of fie

seen the nusber of nests equal to or exceed that of last year. The second
waek of June saw hot weather and vegetation in some of the sloughs on this
unit prodably made some rapid growth and mo dowbt same dusks will use

#he ourrent growth for nesting sites. (3ee tabls 9)

=

He of six species of ducks were found on the study area consisting
of units #1, 5, 7, 8, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13 & 1, that of the mallard most
abundantly, 137 nests of this species bdeing found, representing 79% of the
total. Hests of the o ducks were found in the foldowing number & pere
centages: pintail 1,(B3%), blue-wi 1L,(RY), shoveler L, (2590,
clmmamon teal 10,(5<5/6%), gdwall 3,(1-3/;), thus a total of 172 neste
were found and this number probably represents 80% of the nests on the
area which would mean that there was a total population of about 215 of
nesting dusks on the sbove units,

During the first year of fisld work on the
which amounted 4o 2§, the aversge of nests
Inlﬂ,a‘jdlviofﬁoldwrkyiom%ém«'
The maximm mmber of nests found in day was 32
was the maximum and 10 days of fleld produced
average of 17.2 nests par day. Would to state
one end tied $o an iron stake driven into the growmd,
daym on an ares that bad bem gone over by the strip method.
1,15 aores were sovered at sach sircle a nd one day 37 acres coversd
by this method. Iwenty-three acres wes covered the other day. Found about
as nests that were being
inovbated. Fheasants would sit tight and would not flush the rope
paseed over the neet. late in the day this method is not ! ble as
the dusks are more likely to be off the nest and feeding,
yhamtm«amh&nin;mmomrmmumwmh%
neste last year. Hatehing sucovss was mush better this year tha 2 in either
of the two previcus ysars,.

refuge

day wag 5.7,
10.L.
natts
aAn

pe with
two

:
L
ig'ﬁi

ES

EH
e::g
fit
73 P88

o
%

'wy

-
|
:
4
E
&
§
i

Reapestfully Submitbed,

Regwond J, Fleetwood
due 23, 1955



TBIX 1 UsT? 3 HNTE VISTA NATIOVAL WILDLIFE RRFUOS
Nta conpiRdiiiBihe tnitial visite b the neste

L e IR LI L B LT S e
¥allard 1 9 15 ® -] 152 b 3 & n
Gadwall 2 » o o 1 7 o 0
Shoveler 4 3 ] o 0 o ¢ 0 [
Pintall 1 5 5 = 2 16 o o
Cinnamon teal 3 16 L - 1 b ] )
5luo-winged teal 0 o ) ° o 0 0 0
e smsbers 1n { ) are poreiioes R WLGe) aoph) &) sT3)  E (@) 1%

s UEITS 1, 5, T, 8,9, 10, 11, 12 MONTE VISTA KATIONAL WILDIIPE REFEOE
June 1955
Tadlard 19 (31 kg5 é 20 12 go 1 8
Sedvell 0 ) o 0 o o 0 0
Doriler o o 0 0 o 0 0 0
Pintell 2 1) 0 o 5 20 1 2
Cinsamon teal 2 b e o 0 0 o 0
Blue-winged teal 3 o 0 0 3 é 0 o

1{1-89)9(15) 68(72) 548(79) G6y)  20(2-3/p6(17)  106(15-1/3) 2 (2-1/7) 10013



TBLE 3 DUCE NESTING SURVEY, MONTS VISEA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUUR

June 1955 Date complled from the imitial visite $e the nests

Bo. neste Lelng ¥e. ecgs being Yo. nests No. eggs Bo. nests Ho, eggs Yo. nests Ne.eges Mso. Uskmown
1oosbated tnovbeted preyed on proyed om hatohed hatohed deserted desertad not

Species hatohed
Fallnrd 7% sok; a 182 6 110 3 9 1 17
Ondwall 2 19 o o 1 7 0 o o o
theveler L i o 0 0 G 0 o 0 -
PMntall 3 19 5 20 5 %% 1 2 o 3
Clrmmmen tesl 5 30 b 5 1 L ¥ < : -
Slwe-winged tesd 3 @ 0 o 1 é o 0 © .
fotals (sk) T esR) | 5O(e9)  229(eo-/5)(ab)  WHud) bMaad) 1) 2 25(2f

The owbers iz ( ) are peremntegee



ez b uN1? §1f;, DUCKE ¥BSTING SURVEY, MONTE VISTA NATIGNAL WILDLIFE REVUGR
Data at completion of swrvey June 10, 1955

Species Ho. nests being Ne. eggs being Ne. neste JYo. gL %o nests ¥o egge No. nests No eggs iiise.

ineubated { nouba ted preyed on preyed on hatohed .hetoched deserted deserted

¥allard 10 &0 38 181 L 30 L 23
Gadwall 1 é 1 7 1 7 © °
Saoveler 3 55 0 o ] o 1 7T
Fintail 1 1 5 22 2 % o o
Cinmmen tesl 2 11 L 25 1 b 1 1
Plue~winged teal 0 0 0 o (! 0 o ¢

Totals 7z 116(26%) (179 oy 0 VML 7V R (90 M /R L

The nusbers in ( ) are percentages
mals 5 witTs, #1, 5, 7. 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 Sente Vista Sat'l. Wildlifs Refuge
Data at sompletion of survey June 10, 1955

Yallard 38 297 10 51 2 a3 3 L1 1
Gadwnll o 0 ) o ] 0 o o 0
Soveler ] o 0 o o o o 0 o
Pintail 2 17 ° o 3 20 1 2 0
Cimnamon teal 2 i o 0 o o 0 0 0
Bluewwinged tesl 3 33 0 0 1 6 o o ]

Totale 74477 %) 361(Lo-7/8)  10(10-7/9) 51(7-1/% (358) 239(33)  L(~1/%) (k) 2010

The numbers is { ) are persenteges



TABLIR & DUCK NRSTING SURVEY, MONTE VISTA NATIONAL WILDLIFR REFUGE
Data st campletion of Burvey Jume 10, 1955

Speoies No, nests being Ko. eggs being Ko, nests MNo, eggs No. neste No. ezgs Bo, nests Bo. egge Mise, Unknown

incubated insubated preyed ou preyed en hatched hatshed depertsd deserted nosts He:sgt-
Hallard ks 357 L8 232 33 a3 T 50 1 3e
Gndwll 1 6 1 7 1 7 ) o 0 °
Shoveler 3 35 c ] 0 e 1 7 o 0
Pintail 3 21 5 2 5 36 1 2 o b
Cinnamon teal & = h 5 1 L 1 1 0 6
Blue-winged teal 3 33 o ] 1 é o o o 2
Totals 62(36) L77(l1) 56(35-3/h)266(2~2/3) L1(2h) 296(25%) 10(5-3/L) €0

1(2/3) '("3-5(



TADIE 7 Dugk Yesting Survey, lonte Vista Natiomal Wildlife Refuge, June 1955
iscations of nests by sover types
! Ce ‘ + Tota
Spesies ttatl (:odp ) (::l_:u;m“ ) drans B8unflowed (lubh (ﬂm Other ﬁﬁu ”3
Pintail 1 L Jand 7(50) | "’h‘f{%
Nallerd 15(13-1/5) 12(7) 81(59%) 6l~1/3)  6B-1/3) 5 6(L-1/3) 1 2 B1Y
dadwall 3(100) 3
Shovelw 3 3(75) | L
Cirommon tesl 7(70) 3 (59 /%0
Blue-winged teal 2(50) 1 1 k
Totals 9011) (100 1000580 1615 6 5G) T0-1/8) W2/) 2(id) 17




TABLE © DUCK ARSTIN SURVEYS MONYE VISTA NATIOHAL WILDLIFE RRFUGE

Camparigen of 1953 and 1954 nesting deunsitios o
the préncipal neating wmits

Nunber of Naaber of iunber of duek
Uni be duck nests dusk nests nests
1953 195l 955
1 L1 4 50 ]
-] e 2
7 6 5
8 o 3
9 8 )
10 5 32
1n é 6
12 8 17
13 5 o
i 105 44
10 3T 27 72
» Doss net Lmelwie all the nests found as sems of the nssts were on
the Berry land and other waite,



T.BLE VI1I, Nesting Data for 253 dusk nests on the
Honte Vista Refuge, Juns 4- July 15, 1954

Mallard Pintail Usdwall Cin. Teal Shoveler Total
Ho. of nests 213 16 13 9 2 253
Eo. of eggs 1524 . 9% 108 E8 13 1794 .
Per gent of nest swoess 344 31.2 30.8 4.4 £0.0 28,1
Average No. of sggs 7.3 £.9 8.0 6.4 6.5 7.0
Fercent egg suscess 32,6 38.3 3840 36.6 53.8 27.3

Sixty- six duck nests hatched wholly or inm part, either before or after the
nests were found . These nests contained 489 8ggs that hatoched suscessfully but &
ducklings are known tc have died in the nests 50, in 90 far as known 484 ducklings
left the nests. Hine of the 66 nests had 16 infertile eggs so the total number of
eggs in the nests was 505 so infertile eggs caused s lose of 3.2% in oreduction.

11

One hundred and eighty-seven nest containing and estimated 1305 egge were
either destroyed before or after the nests were found, in fuot 38 or 48% of the
79 nests found with "good” egEs, were destroyed later. Sufficient evidence at lé2
nests placed the guilt for the damage, on the skumk, in faot 96.2% of the destroyed
nests must be charged to this predator,



P.BLE The UALITY of COVER IN REL.TION TO ™E FATR OF
240 DUCE R&STS OF FIVE SPRCIES OX 7HE HOXTE Vi2Ta

N.TION.L VILDLIFE REFUGE? June & - Jay 15,1954

Spesies Poor Talr Good Exoellent 2o%al
—
Hests Heats Hests FKests Keats Nests Neots Hests
Eatohed Destroyed Hatched Destroyed Hatanel Destr. Eatched Destre.
v vy vy w
Predators Predators Prod. Pred.
Hallavd 14 23 17 48 a0 B3 B % MW
)
Pintail b p 1 ] 2 3 1 13
#
Gadwall | b4 3 2 2 2 12
$
Cimmamen Teal 1 2 3 3 9
%
Shoveler 1 1l 2
*
Potal No. 16 26 18 .1} 26 82 1 24 20
% 38,.) 1.9 23,7 76.3 28,7 713 31.4 68.6

®iBLE V1I, Looation of Nests in Respest to aulity of Cover,
240 Nest; % Eatohed and Destroyed by Fredators

Jualisy of Cover Ho. Nests 4 Hatohed £ Destroyed Wy
Predators
Poor '8} 38,1 6).9
Taly 76 28,7 76.3
Good 87 28,7 T3

Exoellent 38 31l.4 6.6



GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

DENVER, COLORADO FRm. 215 - For§stry Building
= owas L. EiMEALL Colorado A & M College
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR F‘t' COllinS : COlOI‘adO

June 13, 1955

Mr. Charles R. Bryant, Refuge Manager
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge
Box 566

Monte Vista, Colorado
Dear Pete:

T had intended to contact you the last time we were down, however,
the weather was bad and we had to get out of the Valley and into South
Park., We didn't make the breeding pair counts on schedule, as our plane
came out second best in a wind storm at Fort Morgan., Therefore, our counts
were delayed a week,

T am enclosing a copy of the current breeding pair report. You will
note that breeding pairs are definitely up in the San Luis Valley. Water-
fowl conditions look very good there with more water than was present last
year, and also more breeding pairs. I will also be sending you a copy of
the waterfowl kill survey as soon as it is mimeographed.

We hope to be down either next week or the following, with our first
load of goslings. These will be placed on the Shutte property which will
be closed to public trespassing for the summer.

Tt looks like we will not have as many goslings for this initial plant
as I had originally hoped. However, we are doing the best that we can.

While the fellows are down with the goslings, I wonder if it would be
possible for them to pick up the transportation cages. As I understand it,
our birds will be ready in Montana the week of July 4-=9. We would be able
to have your pens back to you the following week. If this conflicts with
your plans, please advise so that I can make other arrangements.

Thanks a lot., Hope to see you soon,

Yours truly,

Jagk R/ Grieb
agdel, Waterfowl Project

JRG/kk
Enclosure



Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge
P.0, Bax 566
Monte Vista, Colorado

July 1, 1955

Mr. Jack R. Grieb, Wildlife Statistician
Rm. 245 - Forestry Building

Colorado A & M College

Ft. Colling, Colorado

Dear Jack:

Reference is made to your letter of July 8th, regarding information
on nesting conditions here in the valley at the present time. Please be
advised that nesting this year has been very good here on the refuge and
from broods noticed when traveling throughout the valley we assume that
nesting valley-wide has been better than in past years.

Fleetwood only spent two weeks on the area and during that time he
found 166 nests of which approximately 10% had been destroyed by predators.
We did have a higher loss on one of the units but this was probably due
to movement into the area from adjoining lands.

It is expected that the best time for banding young birds would be
on or about August 1 and we have two areas on the refuge where banding
could be carried on.

We had planned to make a trip to Bear River refuge this year for
additional geese but as we will not be able to get geese at this unit
this year we will not need our crate and you can keep it until such time
as you are through with it.

We have plcked up an additional 18 birds from a local fellow who has
a class A permit. Thase birds nested this year but due to the small
enclosure in which he had them all of the eggs were destroyed with the
exception of one and we did secure this gosling.

I hope that you get along okay with pinioning your bifds by the
method that we recommended. I have tried a new method on the 18 birds
which we received and I feel it is more desireable and I will let you
know how we come out with this method when you come to the refuge.

I will be on vacation from July léth, through Auguat lst. I would
like to get together with you when you are down here.

Sincerely yours,

Charles R, Bryant
CRB:vfp Refuge Manager



GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

DENVER, COLORADO  Rm, 2U5 - FQrestry Building
THOMAS L. KiMBALL Colorado A = M COIlege
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR }?-b. COllinS, COlOI'adO

July 8, 1955

Mr, Pete Bryant, Refuge Manacer
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge
Box 566

Monte Vista, Colorado

Dear Pete:

Although we planned to @ook you up in several weeks when we
come down to begin banding activities, I need any information you may
have on nesting conditions in the Valley before then, Would you please
drop me a line at your earliest convenience giving all such infommation
and also any preliminary data from Fleetwood's report to the Service.

We just returned from the Bowdoin Refuge with our 75 geese and
while it was a rough trip, we made out very well. We only lost one goose
in transit, and this bird was probably injured in trapping operations.

A1l the other birds came through in good shape. Incidentally, we pinioned
all these birds by the method you recommended and it seemed to go off
very well,

T have a lead on some more geese in North Dakota being raiged
by a private individual and it looks like we will pick up about hS‘gaﬁlts.
T had hoped to get some of his goslings, but he pinioned these before we
could get an answer back to him., I had planned to put these birds down
on the Shutte property with the others. It is still possible that we may
get some more goslings, but our chances are pretty slim now,

T would like to thank you for the use of your cage. I am sure
that that is the main reason the birds came through the trip so well. If
it is all right with you, we will keep the cage a while longer until we
see whether we will need it to go after the North Dakota geese, otherwise
we will bring it down probably about the first of September. If this is
not satisfactory, please let me know and we will have it down any time you
want,

See you soon,

Yo truly,

(o] . Grieb

JRG/kk ildlife Statistician



