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II, INTRODTJCTION 

TT.A. BackgrOUI)(I and .Tnstificalirm 

Open oilfield pits and tanks as well as a proliferation of production saltwater spills continnc to 
impact migratmy birds and other resident fish ~nd wildlife resources in New Mexico, Oklahoma and 
Texas. Recent task force inspections on historic Oklahom~ oilfiolds have documented significant 
migratory bird m01tahty and l1t\IO netting compliance on open oilfield hazar<ls. Mottality to 
migratory birds from open oilfield pits and tanks in Southeastern Now Mexico alone ha.~ heen 
estimated at upwards of250.000 per year (Grover and l'lickingcr l9R3). Endangered species, 
including Bald eagles and Peregrine falcons, have also been impacted. Incrcase<l protection will 
focus on public outreach and joint task force inspection operations during peak spring and fall 
mib'Tation period.~. 

Limited inspection efforts have domon,tmted signi licanlnon-compliance of Oklahoma, Texas ami 
New Mexico State rules governing open oilfield pits and tanks as well as the disposal of produced 
brines. Enhancing compliance will-deter salt water dnmping and habitat destruction, in addition to 
decreasing loss of migratory birds 1\"om direct contact with oil by cncoumging netting and other 
measures. An outreach component will issue press release~ a~ well as printing and distribution of 
Service llrochures and Fact ShMt~ on these issues. The following photograph~ depict typical oil field 
in.~pcction scenes in the covered area u, well as the resulting migratmy bird mortality: 
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II.B. Scientific Ob,icctivc(s) 

The nmnbel' of oil pits in non,eompliance as well as those within compliance will be documented 
and entered illto a database. The number mld type ofmigmlmy birds found in the pits and any other 
pertinent information such as obvious breeches and spills will also be recorded. These numbers can 
then be used to develop an estimate for regional impacts 011 various categories of migratory birds. 

II.C. Management Action(s) 

Citations, fines and other notions may he levied as appropriate. This increased invc~tig;atirm and 
response will sm;;c to deter ongoing illegal activity and enhance migratory bird populations as well 
as endangered species. Past operations have generated some increase in compliance with state 
netting mlcs. However, there is an overall trcml among operators toward non-compliance. 

Data generated from this stndy will be used to help persuade the Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
lo mandate a rule requiring the netting of open oilfield pits and tanks. This data will al<,o serve to 
demonstrate the pervasiveness ofnon"compliance with Stale rules in New Mexico ~nd Texas. This 
data will also help to determine the direction of Law Enforcement and other Service efforts in the 
future. 

III. METHODS 

III.A. Data Collection and Analysis 

Data collected in this study will include physical locations of oil pits mapped using Global 
Positioning Satellite (GPS) technology. Manyofthcsites will be mapped from I he air using Service 
and other aircmfl equipped wilh I he ncccss~ry GPS equipment. This data will be storc<l in a database 
linked lo site specific data collected by ground crews. The oil pit ~peci Ac data will include number 
and type ofb irds found and site descriptions including 110lation of any obvious spills or breeches to 
existing pits. Some cffmt will be made to estimate the water surface area presented to migrating 
birds. It should be noted that nearly all problematic oilfield sites were documented with GPS 
coordinates, and the coordinate~ are contained in the investigative files as well as the inspection 
reports, 

ll is anticipated that the aforementioned data will be stored in a Setvice Tnfmmation Technology 
Architecture (SIT A) compliant database system. This will increase the availability and usability of 
this data to both Service personnel as well as members of the other cooperating agencies. By having 
mapped locations of each of these sites, information m~y be presented gmphicnlly using Gcogmphic 
Information System (GJS) technology. Data can be linked and analyzed ~ccording to other existing 
databnscs such as Congre~sional District bound~rie~. 

III.R. Proposed Schedule ofMil..,stones 

3 
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Sampling and inve.~ligation will begin in the ~pring of 1999. Summary report~ will he provided 
yearly, and a final report will beeomplctcd by July, 2002. It should be noted that the final report will 
include all data through this time frame However, task force operalions incliJding one in Eastern 
Oklahoma and one in South Texa~ will be conducted during the remaining months ofthis I! seal year. 

IV. FII\AL REPORT 

In fiscal years 1999, 2000, 100 I, and 2002, multiple oilfield task force operations were conducted 
throughout historic petroleum production areas in New M<::xico, Oklahoma and Texas. Assigned 
case agents documented netting compliance ~nd oilfield migratory bird mortality with ongoing 
invc~tigation ~ in I heir area~ of responsibility. To date, a total of $163,792 in coli atcral fines have 
been collected from those oilfield operators documented with migratory hird mortality, and these 
fund; l1y sMute were deposited directly into I he North American Wetlands Conservation fund. In 
addition, a multitude of open oilfield hazards were rcmcdiated by offending operators following the 
issuance ohppropriate target letters via cerli Lied mail. The following is a brief summmy of oilfield 
inspections and investigations conducted by the assigned ea~e agents over the pa,~t four (4) llscal 
years: 

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO OTL FIET"DS: 

FY 1999 

Seventy-six (76) sites ob.~ervcd with exposed oil/fluid due to inadequate or damaged netting 
Six (6) Companies issued Violation Notices 
$5,000 paid in collateral fines 
Total of Nine (9) dead migratory birds collected a' evidence: one (l) Pied billed Grebe, one (I) 
Bam Owl, two (2) Meadowlark, one (1) Bufflchcnd Duck, and four (4) Pyrrlmloxi~ 

FY 2000 

Nineteen ( 19) silos observed with exposed oil/fluid due to inadequate or damaged netting 
One (1) Company issued Violation Notice 
$1,025 eollatcml fine mitigated to $200 by AUSA Max Carr-Howard over ohjeclions of 
SA/Pilot Stover, (Subject operator is a convicted felon and served three (3) years in State 
prison f()r oil thel1. under terms ofhis stale fclotly conviction. Tn addition, his oil production 
site where the dead birds were recovered is located in a Stale Wildlife M!magemcnl Unit and 
was in deplorable condition). 
Total of three (3) dead migratmy birds collected as evidence: o11e (1) Bam Owl, one (l) 
Mouming Dove, and one (1) Vesper Sparrow 
Abandoned oil production site located in McKinley County, NM identified as a possible 
illegal dumping site for waste fluid~ and unusable field oil. Ca~c referred to the New Mexico 
Oil ConscJ'\oation Division (OCD) for appropriate investigative follow up. 

FY 2001 

4 
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Twenty-five (25) sites ohs~rv~rl wilh exposed oil/fluid due to inadequate or dmnagorl netting 
Seven (7) Companies issued Violation Notices 
$6,425 paid in collateral fines 
Total of seventeen (17) dead migrnlory birds collected as evidence: one (1) G~dwnll, one (1) 
Green Wing Teal, two (2) Roadrunners, one (1) B~m Owl, two (2) Common Nighthawks, two 
(2) Meadowlark, two (2) Cirackl~s, one (I) Mouflling Dove, one (1) Logger-he~al Shrike, one 
(I) Kingbird, one (1 ) W e,~tern Kingbird, one ( 1) Solit11ry Sandpiper, and one ( I) Burmwing Owl 

FY 2002 

No activity clnring this fiscal year to dale clue lo the events of September 11, 2002, and the 
tempora1y reassignment of SA/Pilot Stover tn the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
Albuqucrqt1e, New Mexico, SA/Pilot Slover has been able to provide limited air support for this 
project since his reassignment, but all Service flying will be tctminatcd at this initi~tion nfhis 
two (2) yc~r detail nn the aforementioned task force later this fi,~cal year. 

SOTJTHERN NEW MEXlCO OILFIELDS: 

During Fiscal Years 199R through 2002, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Special Agent (SA) Dong 
McKenna conducted compliance inspections a11d responded to complaints oft he unlawful take and 
possession of migratory bird' in the oil fields of Southeast~rn New Mexico. SA McKenna 
documented improper and un-maintained netting nn numerous oil/brine tanks. Violation Notices 
were issued .and letters indicating the failure tc maintain proper netting were sent to several oil 
production companies. All dead birds were identified hythc U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Forensics Laboratory in Ashland, Oregon. SA McKenna documented the following: 

Inspection Paiod May. 1999 tlmm;w.h May, 2000: 

" One hundred nnrl five (I 05) oil/brine tanks/pi I.~ wct·e inspected. 
-Six (fi) Violation Noticc8 is~11ed to six (6) oil and gas producers. 
" 67% compliance mte on proper netting with a 3 3% violation rate. 
- $11,190 total amount offorfeiiLm: ol" collateral collected fmm oil and gas producers for the 

take and possossion of migratory birds in violation of the Migmtory Bird Treaty Act, Title 16, 
United Sfales Code. &ctirm 703. 

- 6% of oil/hrinc tanks/pits with Migratory Bird Tn:aty Act violation~ (inc ludccl dead birds). 
- Thirty-five (35) lctter8 of non-compliance (improper or un-maintaincd netting) were .~en! lo 

thirty-/he (35) oil and gas producers. 
-Documented compliance violaticns on federal oil/gas leases were presented to !he Burca\J of 

Land Management in the Carlsbad nnd Roswell Resource Area,~. 
-Ninety (9-0) dead birds recovered which included: 

Twcnty"so:ven (27) Northern mockingbirds (Mimu.~ polglol/os) 
One (I) Cactus wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapi/lu.,·) 
One (1) Gadwall duck (An as slrcperu) 
One (1) Great blue heron (Ardea heroditt.~) 

5 
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F i [1_ y-four (54) Pyrrhuloxia ( Cardinalis simmlu.<) 
One (I) Purple g;lllinulB (f'nrph.-ula marlinica) 
Five (5) Meadowlark~ (Sturnella neglecla) 

Tnspectirm Period May, 1000 through May, 2001: 

- One hundred and thirty ( 130) oil /brine tanks/pits were {n~pected. 
-Seven (7) Violanon Notices 1ssued to ~even oil and gas producers. 
- 84% compliance rate on proper netting with a I fi% violation rate. 
- $10,666 total amount of Lorfeiture of collateral collected from nil and ga.~ producers for the 

take and possession of migratory hirds in violation of tl1c Migra!Ol)' Bird Treaty Act, Title ! 6, 
United State.\" Code, Sec/ion 703. 

- 5% of oillbri ne tanks/pits with Migratory Bird Treaty Act violations (included dead hirds). 
-Three (3) letters of non-compliance (improper or UIHnaintained netting) were sent to three (3) 

oil and gas producers. 
-Documented compliance violation~ on federal oil/gus lea~es were presented to the Burc~u of 

Land Management in the Carlshad and Roswell Resource Area~. 
- Forty-~ix (46) dead birds recovered which included: 
Two (2) Northern .~hovclors (Spalufa clypcata) 
Two (2) Green-winged teal (Anas camlincnsi.l") 
Fourteen (14) Northern mockingbird~ (Mimu.1· pol;;lottos) 
Five (5) Mourning doves (Zenaida macroura) 
Two (2) S~ge !rasher~ (Oreo.l"coporc.\" mmrtanus) 
Ono (I) Black-throated spmrow (Amphphi.I"Zia hilineata) 
One (1) flycatcher (lyannidac spp.) 
Three (3) undetermined birds-non-migratory 
One (1) American kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
One (I) Greater roadrunner (Geococcyx wf(fomianus) 
Two (2) Scaled quail-non-migratory 
Four ( 4) Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinali.~ sinua/us) 
One (1) Screech owl (0/us kennicottii) 
One (1) Bun-owing owl (Aihcnc cunicufaria) 
One ( l) Bam owl (JYto a/ha) 
Five (5) Meadowlarks (Stumel/a neglecta) 

lnspeclion Period May, ]()()]through May, 2001: 

- Fm1y-fivc (45) oil/brine tanks/pits were in~pected. 
-Three (3) Violation Notices is,ued to three (3) oil ~111d ga,~ producers. 
- 89% compliance rate on proper uetting with a II% violation rate. 
- $2,700 total amount of f01fBituro of collateral collected from oil and gas producers forthc 

tflke and po~ses~ion of migratory bird.~ in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty AcL Title !6, 
United Stale.,· Code. Seclion 703. 

- 7% of oi1Jbri11e !ankslpits with Mign1tory Bird Treaty Act violation~ (included dead bird~). 

6 
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-Five (5) letter<> ofnon"cornpliance (improper or un-m,lintainod netting) were sent to four (4) 
oil and gas producers. 

-Documented compliance violations on federal oil/ga.~ leases were presented to the Bureau of 
Land Management in the Carlsbad and Ro~woll Resom-cc Areas. 

- l'omtecn (14) dead birds recovered which included: 
Eight (8) Notthcm mockingbirds (Mimus polglolto.,·) 
Two (2) Cactus wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) 
l'Olll' (4) t>yrrhuloxw (Cardma/is sintua/11.1') 

OKLAHOMA OILFIELD TASK FORCE: 

SAs Tom McKay, Garlnnd S\vnin, John TI!ofson, and Tom Ricardi coordinated all enforcement 
operations in Oklahotm for Fiscal Yenr.~ 1999 through 2()02. Ovcr~ll, eight (R) joint task force 
operations as well multiple individual inspection referrals were conducted during this lime ll·amc. 
All historic oilliclds throughout the state were inspected and resulted in the issu~nce ofthirty-onc 
(31 ) Violation Notices formigmtory bird mortality and the assessment of$30, 1 00 in collateral fines. 
In addition, 1 ,293 problematic oilfi cld sites (either tnHlCltcd disposal tanks/pits or those with un­
maintaincd netting) were documcnt.od, Thc.~c operators were subsequently i~sued target letters via 
certified mail which ultimately resulted in the complete remediation of the oilfield hao:~1rds. The 
following tables represent data tnbulalcd and prcpm-cd by luvestigative Program Assistant Georgi~ 
Clih~on lOr Fiscal Years I 999 through 2002: 

Table 1: Ow~mll Stati.~tic.~ 

FY No. of Co. No. of Sites 

1999 23 683 

2000 21 482 

2001 7 82 

2002 3 46 

TOTALS 54 1293 

Table 2: Migratory Bird Mortality Collected 

Four ( 4) Bam Swallow (l-finmdo n.J.Wca) 
Two (2) LHrk Sparrow (Chondcste.~ wm1mwcus) 
Two (2) Rod-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicen.l'is) 
Nineteen ( l 9) BI"()Wn-hcaded Cowhird (Molot/mrs ale>") 
One (I) Greater Roadrunner (Gewococcyx ca/(fomiam<s) 

7 

No. of Birds Penalty-$ 

18 7,500 

43 11 ,800 

11 8,800 

2 2,000 

74 30,100 
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One (1) Short-cared Owl (Asia otusj 
Two (2) Great Horned Owl (B1rbo virginianus) 
One (I) Green-winged Teal (An11s caro/inensi.l') 
Three (3) Nmthern Mockinghird (Mimu.\' polyg!ottos) 
Two (2) Meadowlark (Strunefla magna) 
One (1) Common Grackle (Quiscafrr.~ quiscula) 
Three (3) Mouming Dove (Zenaidura macroura) 
One (1) Sparrow (h·ingillidae spp.) 
Three (3) &stern Pl10ehe (St~yorni.~ pfwel!c) 
Two (2) Red-winged Blackbird (Age/aius phoenicewc) 
Two (2) Red Head Ducks (Aihya americana) 
One (I) Gadwall (Anas s/rt<pera) 
One ( l) American Widgeon (Mamr.a americana) 
One (I) American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
Five ( 5) Passerine birds (Fringil/idae spJ1-) 
Five (5) Lark Buntings (Ca/anw.'J'iza melanocm)'x) 
One (I) Ca~~in'~ Sparrow (Aimophfla cassinil) 
Two (2) Swainson 's Hawk (Buteo swain.\'0111} 
Two (2) Northern Shovelers (Spatula cl)peala) 
Three (3) American Coots (Fulica americana) 
One (I) Least Sandpiper ( Erolia mim1/illo) 

NORTHEAST TEXAS OILFIELD INSPECTIONS 

SAs CmigTahorand Glen Pyc coordinated all eni'orcemont operations in Northea~' Texas for r;iscal 
Years 1999 through 2002. 

T11is investigation is n follow"up to pa't inspections in Northeast Texas to assess and encourage 
MBT A eomplia11ce at sites related to the oil/gn~ production industry. This area encompasses several 
large oil/gas fields and includes Ru~k, Gregg, Upsh11r, Wood, Hopkins, Franklin, Titus, Ca~~. 
Marion, and I-T81Tison counties. 

SAs, working with Texn~ Railroad Commission lnspeclom, inspected one hundred fifty-~ix ( 156) 
oil/gas production/storage sites during this time frame The agent~ and inspectors found lhat 
seventy-four (74) of these were not compliant with the MBT A State regulations pm1aining to 
protection ofbircls, or both (m1y ~ilc where appropriate step' had nol been taken to protect bird~, or 
where oiled hinh; were found, was considered not compliant). The compliance rate of those sites 
inspected was 52.5%. 

Dead, oiled birds (or parts) were found at twelve sites and were subsequently shipped to the 
National !'ish & Wildlife Forensics Lab om tory for ~pecics identification and forensic analysis. The 
carcasses were positively identifiod a.~ Northern Mocki11ghirds, Scrccc\1 Owls. Common Grackles, 
Northern Cardinal", Great-horned Owls, Loggerhead Shrike,, Brown"hcadcd Cowbirds, Eustcm 
Bluebirds, Cattle Egrets, Common Snipe, Mouming Dove, Red-tailed Hawk, Song Span-ow, and 
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un~pcci lied Pa~scrinc.~. Ten (I 0) Violation Notices were sent to the operators of those sites where 
the oiled migratory birds were found and resulted in the as~-cssment and payment tlf collateral fines 
totaling $11,650. 

SAs al >O sent leiters ln alJ operators responsible for documented "non-compliant" sites. These letters 
advise the orerator of the hazard lhm the sites pose to 111 igmtory birds, suggest possible solutions, 
and gives them a reason8ble period of time to implement corrective measmcs. The letter~ also 
advtse the operator that, after this reasonable tunc penod expires, they w11l receive a VJOlatJon 
Notice chnrging them with a MBT A violation if tho problc.m remains uncorrcclccL Si\s have also 
briefed local federal prosecutors on this matter and obtained their supporl in L~suing the operators 
of such .~itcs Violation Notices for an "Unlawful i\TTTIMPT to take migratory birds." Tho 
subsequent follow-up inspections of identified non-compliant ~ite.~ wore conducted this fiscal year, 
and all site,~ were rcmodiated to protect migratory birds and other wildlife. 

NORTH-CENTRAL TEXAS OIL PITS 

The following report of oilfield task force enforcement is 0111\incd in three annual la~k force 
investigation.~ from 1999 through 2002. During this time period three hundred twenty-four (324) 
oil production .~ite~ in ten North Central T cxas Counties were inspected. and one hutldrcd sixty-four 
(164) were found to be in violation ofthe RRC Statewide Rule 22, failure to render an open tank or 
pit hannle.~s to migratory birds. The lola] fcdcml fines assessed ~gainst defenda.11 oil companies 
were $36,900. Twenty-six (26) migrat01y birds were documented as being unlawfully l<lkcn by 
defendant oil companie~. The Service Forensics Lab identified the species submitted a>; Northern 
Moclcingbirds, American kestrels, swift, Night hawk, Burn owls, Great-horned owls, Yellow-billed 
cuckoos, Orchard oriole, Greater roadrunners, Brown-he~uled cowbird, Eastem phoebe, and a 
Golden-fronted woodpecker, (Sec attached .~chcdulc, "Oil Plt 'hsk Force-North Central Texas 1999-
2001 ") 

Oil Pit Ta8k Force- Norti!-Ce11tral Texa.l" 1999-1001 

Breakdown ofMigratory Birds Documented at Oil Production Sites hy Texa.~ Counties and Pcdcml 
Fines Paid by Defendant Oil Compflllieo 

Si\ Steve Hamilton, Fori Worth, Texas 

Migratory Bird Mortality Collected: 

N.Mockingbird 4 

American kestrel 2 

swift 

night hawk 
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ham owl~ 5 

great-horned owl J 

yellow-billed cuckoo 2 

orchard oriole 

Greater roadrunner 4 

Brn-headed Cow hird 

Eastern Phoebe 

(fold-fronted woodpecker 

Total Mig. Birds 26 

Birds by Counties 

Archer 
Callrthan 
Eastland 
Jack 
Shackelford 6 
Stephens 2 
Throckmm1on 3 
Wichita 
Wilbargcr 
Yonng 13 

Total Collnteral Fines Assessed Against Eighteen (18) Defendant Oil Companies 

1999-2000 
2000-2001 
2001-2002 

Total 

.'!111,900 
$ 6,200 
$1:<.,ROO 

SJ6,900 

Ouring September 20 - 23, 1999, Service Special Agents (SA) and Tcxa:. Railroad Commission 
(RRC) Inspectors conducted physical in.~pcctions of one hundred-11 ny nine ( 159) oi 1 production silm; 
in Wichita, Archer, J~ck, Wilbargm·, and Young counties ofnonh central Texas. Service SA/Pilot 
Greg Stover located most of the sites hy aircral1: allowing SAs and RRC Inspectors direct access to 

10 
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violal'ion sites, Eighty-one (81) sites were found to be in violation ofRRC Statewide Rules (SR), 
specifically ~ R22, failure to render the tank/pit h;m111css to migratmy birds. Five (5) of the eighty­
nne (81) oil production sites contained eleven bird mm1alitics. 

Most nil companie.~ complied by netting tankslpitR, tl11i11g pits, draining tanks and rendered the sites 
found in viol~tion ofSR22 han11les.~ to birds. Two (2) site~ that were not in compliance have been 
abandoned hy the operator;<: and arc in the process of RRC administrative adjudication. The 
following is a comprehensive hst of the eighty-one l~ I) ml producuonld1sposal facihties thr1t were 
found to be in violation. A briefnam1tive 1m.~ been provided to delineate the inspection results 
observed by field personnel. 

I. J. R. Tnrricr Co. 
Waggoner B Lease 
RRC 1119416 
Wilbarger Co .. TX 
Pit, 2' x 3'. No netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

2. Wagman Petroleum 
East Milham Sand Unit 
RRC l/-1lli33 
Wilb~rger Co., TX 
30' x 30' !'it, netting: oubmerged; Speed Memo left at ~ite by RRC Tn.~pector on 9121199. 
N 33 5R' 04W' 
W9907' 116" 

3. Wilbargcr Co. Regular Field 
Waggoner E Lease 
Wilbarger Co., TX 
RRC # Oli825 
1 0' x 20' Pit, no nelling: Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9121/99. 

4. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Waggoner Hill Lease 3, HH-3 
Wilbarger Co., TX 
RRC tl (not recorded on inspection rcpm1) 
1 0' x 15' Pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9121/99. 

5. Koontz Oil Co. 
Waggoner Y, Sec. 22, Blk 4 
Wilharger Co., TX 
RRC#I4535 
Open top tank, netting submerged; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9121199. 

li. .lack C. Staley 

][ 
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Waggoner FG, #27 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
RRC II- 06g27 
Open top tank, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

7. Koontz Oil Co. 
Waggoner A,. 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
RRC:IIIR531 
10' x 20' pit, no netting: Speed Memo le-A at site hy RRC ln~peelor on 9/21/99. 

8. Patton Oil Co. 
Waggoner XYZ Lea;e 
Wilbarg-cr Co., TX 
RRC # 17556 
Tank, net needs repair; Speed Memo left <d site by RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

9. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
(No lca.~e or RRC #provided in inpcction rcp01t, dated 9/21199.) 
Wi1bargcr Co., TX 
10' x 20' pit, no netting; Speed Memo left ~It site hy RRC Jn~peetoron9/21/99. 

10. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Waggoner F Lease 
RRC II 06643 
Wilharger Co., TX 
I 0' x 20' pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site hy RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 
N 33 58' 477" 
W R9 09' 502" 

11. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Waggoner CR Lease 
RRCIII0511 
Wi1harger Co., TX 
10' x 20', pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC lnspeeloron 9/21/99. 

12. John.~on & Ernst Operating Co, 
Waggoner CO, !14 Lease 
RRC tl (no lease numher on inspection report) 
Wilhargcr Co., TX 
Pit, 8' x 10', nn neUing; Speed Mcmn 1el1. at site by RRC Tn~pcctor on 9/21/99. 

13. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 

12 
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RRC II 09887 
Wilhmger Co., TX 
10' x 18' pit. no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

14. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Waggoner Ranch, B~1ttcry 4 
RRC II 06627 
Will1arger Co., TX 
Open top t~nk, net needs rcp~ir; Speed Memo left at ~itchy RRC Tn.~peclor rm 9/22/99. 

15. Finnell Oil Co. 
Waggoner Robb Lease 
RRC 1115049 
Wilbm"gcr Co., TX 
10' x 20', Pit, no netting; Speed Memo len. at ~ito hy RRC Inspector on 9121/99. 

l(i. Finnell Oil Co. 
Waggoner 00 Lease 
RRC !I OMR4 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
10' x 15', Pil, no nelling; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9121/99. 

17. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Nagg CV Lease 
RRC II I6793 
Wilbarger Co., TX 
I 0' x 25', open pit, no netting; Speed Memo left al site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

1 R. Canan Operating Co. 
Waggoner H't. 00, T.nasc 113. 
RRC fl 06484 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
10' x 25', open pit, no netting; Speed Memo left al site hy RRC Inspector on 9/22199. 

19. Johnson & Emst Opsrnling Co. 
Rock Crossing Milham Sand Unit 
RRC 1112319 
Wilbarger Co., TX 
20' x W, open pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at silo by RRC Inspector on 9122/')9. 

20. I3~rron Corp. 
Waggoner Lca~c 
RRC 1/ 12357 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
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Tank, hole~ in netting, Speed Memo left at ~ite hy RRC Inspector on 9/22199. 

21. Johnson & Ern~t Opemting Co. 
W~ggoner DW Lea~c 
RRC # 09764 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
10' x 10', open pit, no netting; Speed Memo lcflat ~ile hy RRC Inspector on 9122199. 

22. .lohn.~on & Emst Operating Co. 
Waggoner DAB Lease 
RRC II 06442 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
Two open pit~, no netting; Speed Memo lefi at site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99. 

23. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co. 
Waggoner Lock Lca.~e 
RRC /112592 
WilbargerCo., TX 
30' x 50', open pi!, no netting; Speed Memo lcftal site by RRC Inspector on 9122199. 

24. Three P Operating Co. 
(No lease sign) Orth oil field, South of Olney, TX 
Young Co., TX 
Open top tank, no netting; Speed Memo left at site hy RRC Inspector on 9121199, 

25. Ashtola Exploration Co., Inc. 
Hardin-l'ottune Louse 
RRC II- 26556 
Young Co .. TX 
Two tanks, nets nnmaintainecl. 

26. LCS Production Co. 
Ed;all One 
(No RRC II) 
Throckmorton Co., TX 
Sludge pit, needs cleaning; Speed Memo left al site by RRC Inspector on 9121 /99. 

27. Henderson & Erickson, Inc. 
Graham Estate Uasc 
RRC #16009 
Young Co., TX 
Two open-top tanks, nets unmaintained; Speed Memo lcfl at site by RRC lmpedor on 
9121199. 
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28. Joint Resources Co. 
S.R. Mayo~ Lca.~e 
RRC tl 09646 
Young Co., TX 
Pit nelunmaintaincd; Speed Memo loft ~l site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

29. Joint RCSO\Jfees Co. 
W.T. Maye~ "'A .. Lease 
RRCit26118 
Young Co., TX 
Tank no net: Speed Memo left at site hy RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

30. Joint Resource~ Co. 
M.A. Mayes "D" Lease 
RRC II 0%46 
Young Co., TX 
Two tanks, no not~: Speed Memo left at site by RRC 1n.~pector on 9/21/99. 

31. Ranger Operations 
Ivy #2 Loa~e 
RRC #(no sign at ~itc) 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9121/99. 

32. Gordon Neese 
OavL~ L<Ja~e Well 114 
No RRC #on inspection report 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, no nct;Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

33. Spencer B. Street, .Jr. 
Harrsison Lease 
RRC II- I R065 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspee tor on 9/21199. 

34. Antle Operating, Inc. 
McWilliams Lca~e 
No RRC II- on inspection report 
Tank, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC ln~pcclor on 912199. 

35. Antle Operating, Inc. 
J.J. Shcphm·d Lc""c 
No RRC #on inspection r~porl 
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Young Co., TX 
Tank, uo net: Speed Memo I ell at site by RRC Tn.~pec(or on 9/21199, 

36. D.M. KtlOX Oil Co. 
Fred Alwood J ensc 
No RRC II on inspection report 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, net unmalmalncd; Spcccl Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

37. John Pursley 
CC Chambers I ,ease 
RRC#51097 
Young Co .. TX 
Tank, no nel; Speed Memo lcfl al site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99. 

38. B & B Enterprises 
A.C, Barker L::asc 
RRC # 02985 
Jnck Co., TX 
Six tanks, no nets: Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99, 
(Per:Jonal cnnt<Jc! made hy SA and RRC Inspector with owner, 9122/99.) 

39. Doc's Tank Truck Service 
RRC tl P009344, A, D, C 
Jermyn, Jack Co., TX (on State 1-lwy, 114) 
Three pits, 110 nets; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

40. Red-Tcx Petroleum, Inc, 
Orr Lease 
RRC # 2R244 
Jrwk Co., TX 
Tank. net unmainlaincd: Speed Memo left at site by RRC ln~pcclor on 9/221'>9, 

41. Ridge Oil Cn. 
Willimns "A" Lease 
RRC f/29258 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, no net: Speed Mcmn left at site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99. 

42. Cooper Oil(?, no sign at site) 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, net unmninlaincd; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22(99. 

43. Bamclt Energy, Inc, 
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Johnson-Bmmin Lease 
RRC # 23R50 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, net unmaintained; Speed Memo loft at site hy RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

44. Bob Craig 
Falls Comby F Lease 
RRCtl 00584 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, leaking; Speed Memo leil at site by RRC lnspcdor on 9/2!199. 

45. Big Rim Production 
Logan Lease 
RRCII00107 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, netting unmaintaincd; Speed Memo len at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

46. Stovall Operating Co. 
Smilh 77 Lease 
RRCit 25897 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, netting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21!99. 

47. Dallas & Polh1rd 
Thomus Lease 
RRC# 00624 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, netling unmaintained; Speed Memo left ill silo by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

4R. Decn Drilling 
Cowan & McKinney F Lea.~c 
RRCII 18565 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, netting unmaintaincd; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

49 . .lack Lofton 
RRC# 15503 
Archer Co., TX 
Open pit, no netting; Speed Memo Jcfl at site by RRC ln.~pcctor on 9122/99. 

50. Gco Natural Resource; 
Abernathy Lease 
RRC# 40(i318 
Archer Co., TX 
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Tank, no netting; Speed Memo lcfl. al site by RRC ln~:pcc!or on 9121!99. 

:i I. J~ck Lofton 
RRC# 1.5503 
Archer Co., TX 
Open pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22199. 

52. Hayden Farmer 
Garvey Lease 
RRC/11.5.579 
Archer Co., TX 
Open pit, no nelling; Speed Memo left at site by RRC: ln.~pector on 9122199 . 

.53. Jim Wade 
Cowan/McKinney 201 
RRCII\9775 
Archer Co., TX 
Three open pits, no netting; Speed Memo left <>I sUe by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

54. Three P Operating Co. 
Andrew~ Tract ;114 Lease 
RRCII 18883 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, no netling; Speed Memo left at silo by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

55. LaJolla Oil & Gas 
Andrews "E" Lea.~c 
RRCII19426 
Archer Cn., TX 
Tank, no netting; Speed Memo left fit ~ito by RRC Inspector on 9/22199 

56. Ea~le Oil & Gas 
Morrison Lease 
RRC# 5D73443 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, netting umnaintaincd; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9!22/99. 

57. Pryor Petroleum Corp. 
Hull Silk Lca'e 4300 Unit 
RRCit 11693 
Archer Co., TX 
Large pit, McDay Energy Corp. 
NkrRcn11an Lease 

RRC# 16484 
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Wichita Co., TX 
Oil in bcnn, ~ronnd tank; Speed Memo left al ;ito by RRC Tnspcctoron 9/21/99. 

58. Jackie Me~dor 
Hall Lease 
RRC!f 17017 
Archer Co., TX 
Large pit, no netting; Spc~d :vlcnm ldl at site hy RRC lnspecLOr on 9122!99. 

59. .limen Oil Co. 
(No lca~c identified in inspection report) 
RRC !I 05474 
Wichita Co,, TX 
Oil in bonn, amund lank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99. 

60. McDay Energy Corp. 
Hioserrnmn Lease 
RRCit16484 
Wichita Co., TX 
Oil in bctm, around tank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

fil. McDay Energy Corp. 
S.L.L. Hicscrrman Loa.~c 
RRC t! 05375 
Wichita Co., TX 
Oil in bcrm, around lank; Speed Memo lcfl at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21J99. 

62 McDay Energy Corp. 
WF RammingLease 
RRC II 05601 
Wichita Co., TX 
Oil in berm, amund tank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

63. MeDay Energy Corp. 
Ruyle- Unit 
RRC #0531i3 
Wichita Co., TX 
Oil in berm, around lank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC lnspcdoron 9/21/99. 

li4. Aztcl Operating Inc. 
Bailey Water Plant 
RRC tt 5425 
Wichitn Co., TX 
Oil in hcrm, around tank; Speed Memo left at ~ite hy RRC Tnspcclor on 9/21199. 
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65. Fnmk Foster 
Ed Fo~ler Fotatc T.oa~e 
RRC tl 05099 
Wichita Co,, TX 
Open pij, 110 netling; Speed Memo lefl al ~ile by RRC ln~pcctoron 9/21/99_ 

66. Tommy Swanson Oil Co, 
Tidewater Sunray 
RRCI!-006517 
Wichita Co., TX 
Open pit, netting gone; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9122199. 

67. Donald R. Roger~ 
Waggoner Estate Lease 
RRC II (no11c provided in inspection rep01i) 
Wichita Co., TX 
Tank, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9122/99, 

68. Gator Development Inc. 
Vl'W L<Case 
RRC II 05752 
Wichib1 Co., TX 
Open pit, netting gone; Speed Memo \ell at site by RRC Inspeclor on 9/22199. 

09. Belco Energy Corp. 
Reel River Allen Lease 
RRC II 21i454 
Wichila Co .. TX 
Open pit, nclling ummintained; Speed Memo loll at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22199. 

70. Coda Energy Inc .. 
R.R. Hamilton Lease 
RRC # 00468 
Wichita Co., TX 
Open pit, netting unmaintaincd; Speed Memo le ll a l site by R RC Inspector on 9/22199. 

72. Belco Energy Corp. 
SE 1-lonnkcrLeasc 
RRC II 26760 
Wichita Co., TX 
Open pit, netting unmaintaincd; Speed Nlcmo left at site by R RC Inspector on 9/22/99. 

73. Witt Operating. 
Cl~m Rilmming Lease 
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RRC II 05600 
Wichita Co., TX 
Pit, none!ting; Speed Memo left fit site by RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

74. Bclco Energy Corp. 
SMA Unit B. II 
R RC II 0000485 
Wichita Co., TX 
Open pit, netting unmaintaincd; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

75. Me Day F.nergy Corp. 
John Scrricn Unit 
RRC !I 05223 
Wichita Co., TX 
Two tanks; netting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99. 

76. Kimleco Petroleum, Inc. 
Taack Lease 
RRC !I l356R 
Young Co., TX 
Tank, no netting, six barn owls located in tank; Speed Memo left ~t site by RRC Inspector on 
9/21/99. NOV issued, federal pro~ecution resulted in a fine of $8,400.00. 

77. Three P Operating Co. 
CLNS Unil 
RRC # 26344 
Young Co., TX 
llistoricu I stain at tank battery site, skeletal remains or a yellow-billed cuckoo and bobwhite 
quail, located i11 stain on ground; NOV di~misscd by U.S. MagiMmtc, Wichita Falls, TX: 
Speed Memo left al site by RRC Inspector on 9/21199. 

?R. Dec Boyd Well Service 
Stephens Lease 
RRC # 004fil 
Wilbargcr Co., TX 
1 00' x 40' dispo~al pit, net suhmcrgcd i11 oil, night hawk and mockingbird located in oil; Speed 
Memo left at site hy RRC Inspector on 9/21199: NOV issued, paid $1 ,400 rincon 3/1100. 

79. Haigood & Campbell 
McCrory Lease 
RRC#00121 
Archer Co., TX 
Tank, no notling, located in a swift in tank; Speed Memo left nt 'ilc by RRC lnspcctm· on 
9/21199. NOV issued, :}.900 fine paid on 317100. 
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~0. Johnson & Ernst Operating Co., Inc. 
Millmm Sand A Unit 
RRC 1111150 
Wilbargcr Co,, TX 
20' x 20' disposal pit, none!, an i\mericnn ke~trclloc~tcd in oil; Speed Memo len. at ~itchy 
RRC Inspector on 9/22/99; NOV issned, paid Sl ,200 fine on 2/29/00. 

81. Roger~ Drilling Co. 
Taack Lease 
RRC # 26305 
Young Co., TX 
Tank. no netting, I'WS letter mailed informing company they should render tank harmless 
within twenty rl<1ys orreceive fm NOV for'\1ttcmpt to tflke". Follow-up to be done onS/22/00; 
RRC District Office notified company by letter of SR22 violntion on 4/26/00. 

On September II through 14,2000, Service Speci~l Agents conducted phy~ic~l inspections of eighty 
(RO) oil production sites in Eas!land, Stephen.~. Shakclford and northeastern Callahnn, Counties of 
Texas. Twenty-nine (29) sites were documented in viol<llion ofRRC Statewide Rule numher 22 
(SR22), J:1iling 10 render lhe oil pits/tanks harmless to migrntory birds, and the Migratmy Bird 
Treaty Act in taking, or attempting to take, migrat01y birds l>y oil covered pits or !an ks, Nine (9) bird 
carea.~se~/pnrt~ were located in oil pitVtanks. 

The mi!,rratory bird ,-,pecic~ documented during this segment were as follows: Mockingbird, 
i\mcricnn Kestrel, Brown-headed cowbird, Barn Owl, Greater roadrunnern nnd Orchard oriole. 
During this invesligalive .~egmcnt, tines in the amount of S6,200 were a~>esscd ngninst four (4) 
defendant oil companies from this ta~k force operation. 

The defendant oil companies complied hy netting tnnks/pils, filling pits, dmining tunks and rendered 
the site.~ found in violation ofSR22 harmless to birds. The following is a list oil production/disposal 
facilities that were found to be in violation. A brief narrative has been provided to dclinealc the 
inspection re~ults observed by field personnel. 

1. BOB CARROLL LEASE, Well #I, Eastland County, RRC# 14462; 
inspection revealed improper netting of facility disposal pit. 

2. P ARDUB OIL, J.M. RADFORD LEASE, Ens! land County, RRCit 01454; 
inspection revealed no netting over a di~posal pit, and one (1) oiled bi1xl carcass was located in 

!he oil pit. 

3, P A ROUE OIL, THORPE LEASE, Stephens County, RRC# P007579 (number ohscme); 
inspectinn revealed un-mnintained netting a over disposal pit. 

4. MERIT ENERGY, STEVENSON-JONES UNIT, Stephens County, RRC# P001414; 
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in~pecti11n revealed un"maintrLined netting over a disposal pit. A field Contact Noli lleation 
Letter, wa~ provided to Joe K. STOKER, Form11n. 

5. MERIT ENERGY, SLOAN"MORTON UI\IT, Stephens Connty, RRC# POlll432; 
inRpedion revealed no netting at a di.~posal pit. 

6. MERIT ENERGY, DICKIE LEASE, Stephens County, RRC# 1273: 
inspcclion revealed un-maimalno(! ncning over a dispmal pi!. 

7. TEXAS TANK TRUCKS COMPANY, RUSSELL LEASE, Stephens County, RRC/.114777; 
inspection revealed no netting at a disposal pit. 

~. TEXAS TANK TRUCKS COMPANY, PENDLETON "C" LEASE. Stephens County, 
RRC# 23055; inspection revealed m'l netting at a di~posal pit. 

9. SDF. TNC., E.M. SA YRF. l.EA SE, WELL !13, Stephens County, RRCit 23480; 
inspection revealed nn-maintaincd netting over fl dispos11l pit. 

I 0. SDE INC., CA TEN LEASE, Stephens County, RRC# 272R3; 
inspection revealed no netting at a disposal pit. 

II. STA TTIX OPERATING, LLC., A.A. ATKTNSON LEASE, Stephens County, 
RRC# 03900: inspection revealed un-rnaintained netting over a dispo'>al pit. Pete 
LOCKHART, pumper, was provided with an FWS contact Iotter, 

12. DENE'S WATER HAUIJNG, CITY 01' CISCO PIT, Enslland County, RRCit 02665; 
inspection revealed improper netting of facility disposal pit. 

14. HORN ENERGY, GRAHAM #I LEASE, Eastland County, RRC# 144049: 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a dispos<>l tank. 

15. TREK RESOURCES INC, N. EMERGENCY WATER lll\IT, Eastland County, RRCII 
P0065l!O; in~pcclion revealed no netting over a dispo">l pit. An fWS Field Contact 
Notification Letter, was provided to Tommy AMES, Contract Pumper. 

16. TREK RESOURCES INC .. EMF.RGEI\CY WATER UNIT, Eastland County, RRO' 
POOI'i579;i nspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit. A copy of Attachment 
1!5, FWS l'icld Contact Notification LCLtcr, was provided to Tommy AMES, Contract Pumper. 
Photos taken by SA Hamilton, Roll/12, 24-25. 
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17. C. B. PRODUCTION CO., MARGIE ENGLISH LEASE, Eastland County, RRCII 20117; 
inspection revealed un-mninlni ned netting oyer ~ disposal tank. 

18. HOLSON WELL SERVICE, COMPTON WSA, Shakelford Coumy, RRCII 12324; 
inspection revealed un-maintained nelting over a disposal tank. 

19. ALCO OIL & GAS, NEWELL LEASE, Shnkclfmd County, RRC;If 011203; 
in'p~~l ic111 I ~vc~lct1 no netting m a dlspo.~al pit. 

20. BRECK OPERATING CO., NAIL-MONROE-BETTS, Shakclford County, 
RRCtl 2 7168; inspection revealed un-maintained nclli ng over a disposal ta11 k. 

21. BRECK OPERA TlNG CO., COOK RANCH A2, A J-Ill, Shakelford County, 
R RCII 26590; inspection revealed un-maintained nctti ng over a disposal tnnl(. 

22. Unknown, Operator not listed, Ni\!L RANCH, Shakclford County, RRC# 14295; 
inspection revealed un-maintaincd netting over a disposal tank. 

23. DA!-IAB ENERGY, INC., .1.1-T. NAIL If! 19, Shakclford County, RRC!I 13042; 
inspect ion revealed utHnaintaincd netting over a disposal tank and two (2) oi led bird rem~ins 
were recovered. 

24. LEWIS SCHADE, NAIL !I I 37, Shukel ford County, R RC!I2329<:l; 
inspection revealed no netting over a disposal t~nk. 

25. SNYDER DRILLING CORP., NAIL #149-B, Shakelford County, RRC;',123416; 
inspection revealed no netting over a dispos~l tank, find four (4) oilcdJ1kd carca~srs were 
recovere-d. 

26. RA YMON TAYLOR, .JR., NAIL "150" ill, #2. I,F,ASE, Shakclford County, 
R RCit 231 I 3; inspection revealed un-maintuincd revealed nn-maintained netting over a di.~posal 
tank. 

27. 1-LR. STASNEY & SONS, L TO., NAIL RANCH 110490. Shake! ford County, 
RRC# 06884: inspection reveal-ed un-mainlained netting over a disposal pit ~nd tank, nnd QD£ 

(])oiled bird carcas~cR was recovered from the pit. 

On Sept em her 24 through 27, 2001, Service Special Agents and Texa.~ Railroad Commission (RRC) 
inspectors conducted physic~1l inspections of eighty-five (85) oil/salt-water diopos:d pit>; and Lanks 
al oil production sites inspectors in Stephens, Shackelford, Young, and Throckmorton, Counties of 
Texas. These sites were found to bc in violation ofRRC regulations, and eleven (I I) oiled hird 
carcas~e~fparls were located in saltwater/oil disposal pits and hmh. 
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These sites were documented in violation of RRC Statewide Rnlc number 22 (SR22), failing to 
render the oil pits/trmks harmless to migratory birds.Notifiention by the Service and/or RRC resulted 
in compliance by the aforementioned oil companies rendering their sites hurmlcss to migratory birds . 
.I. C. GLOBAL ENVIRO CONSORTIUM, 1!51, was determined to be out ofbusiness and allompts 
to locate the owners proved unsuccessful. 

The migratory bird species documented during this segment were as follows: Greater Roadnmncr 
Ydluw~d"billml Cuckoo, Nonhern Mockingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Barn Owl and Go1dcn-fromcd 
Woodpecker, Great-horned Owls, and Bam Owls. Outing thiR third investigative segment, Jines 
in the amount of$18,800 were asse~.~ed against eight (R) defemlant oil companies. 

Most oil companies complied by netting tanh/pHs, filling pits, draining lank<> and rendered the sites 
found in violation of SR22 harmless to birds. The following is a list oil production/di.~posal 
fucilities thut were found to be in viol~tion, A brief nmmtive ha; been provided to delineate the 
inspection results observed by field personnel. 

1. FIDELITY PETROLEUM CORPORA T!ON, TNC., Well 112, Young County,RRCi129R90, 
M.K. Graham Lease, and the TCSL Lease. RRC 1,124302, Greater Roadrunner carcas.~ 

recover<ld, Throckmorlon County, inspection rcvculcd no nclling of facility disposal pits ~nd 
tanks, 

2. PHOENIX PETROCOPR, INC., Young County, RRC!t 28956, Clark Unit; 
inspection documented no netting over a disposal pit, and one (1) oiled bird cm·ca", later 
idcutified as <1 Yellow-billed cuckoo, was located in tho oil pit. 

3. **ECHO PRODUCTION, INC., Young County, RRCtt 12007 and 13041; 
inspection revealed uu-maint~iued netting a over disposal pit and two (2) birds were recovered, 
later identified as a Northern Mockingbird and an Eastern Phoebe, 

4. THREE P OPERA TJNG, Young County, RRC!f 16920 and 2356; See Attachments #7 
& 8., inspection l'cvcaled no nolling over a dL~posal pit and tank 

5. MANUEL MUJ.LTNS, Young County, Bloodw01ih Lease, No RRC #; 
inspection revealed un-maintaincd netting no neUing at a disposal tank. 

6. THE KARBER COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 19779 & 21506; inspection revealed nn~ 
maintained netting no ncl ling over a disposal lank. 

7. *~DOUBLE L OPBRA TING COMPANY, Young County, RRC!f 21021 ~11<! 20619; 
inspedirm revealed no netting at a disposal tank und an oiled hird part located, and visually 
identified by SA Hamiltou as a Barn Owl. 

8. E.W. HAUSLER, Archer County, RRC # 00814; 
inspection revealed no netting at a disposal trmk, 
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9. R.M. HII.L OPERA TTNG, Yo1111g County, RRCI/27781 & 24888; 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting at a di~po~al pit. 

10. OAN L. LANGI'ORD. Young County, RRCif 19779 & 21506; inspection roveuled un­
maintained netting and no netling over a disposal tank. 

11. STOVAL OPERATING COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 24642; inspection revealed un­
maint,>incd netting ncUing uvo.o• a di"pu~al tank. 

12. ANTLE INCORPORATED, YcungCmmly, RRC/121497; inspection revealed un-mnintilined 
netting no netting over a dispns~l t~nk. 

13. GENERAL OPERA TJNGCOMPANY, Young County, RRCit08478; inspeclionrcvealcd un­
maintained nelling no netting over a dispo.~al tanks. 

14. GARY BROGDEN, Young County, RRCit 19956 & 19893; Sec Attachment ltl9., 
inspection repmt by SAs Lee/Rieardi, regarding no nclling over n disposal tank. 

15. OKMAR OIL COMPANY, Young County, RRC!t 07730; inspection revealed un-maintaincd 
nclling over a disposal tank. 

16. BRUCE OPERA TINCI COMPANY, Young County, RRC/:1 055912; inspection revealed 
no netting over a disposal tank. 

17. G.A. HAWKINS, Young County, RRC/1 07815; inspection revealed un-maintai11ed netting 
over a disposal lank. 

1 S. ROMA OTL COMPANY, INCORPORATED, Young County, RRC11 16226; 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a di 'JlO.~al tank. 

19. OSBORN HEIRS COMPANY, Throckmorton County, RRCif 26517; 
inspection revealed un-nwint~iued nelting nl a di~po~al lank. 

20. NEL RAY DAVIS. Throckmorton County, RRC# \61)74; inspeclion revealed un-mainlaincd 
netting over a disposal tank. 

21. KEA TTNG ENERGY COMPANY, Throckmorton County, RRCit 18197; 
inspection revealed m1-maintaincd no netting over a disposal pil. 

22. C & G TRANSPORTS, INC., Throckmorton County, RRC!Il 6191; 
in~pection revealed no-maintained nclling over a disposal tanks. 

IJ. EMCO OIL & GAS, INC., Young County, RRC# 05026 Dnd 05027; 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting and no netting over a disposal pit and tank. 
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24. GO-OP-CO, INC., Throckmorton County, RRC# 04997,04996, 04999, 
28917, 22190, and 21352; iuspcctinn revealed un-maintainod netting and no netting over a 
disposal tanh and a pit 

25. ASJ-JTOLA EXPLORATION COMPANY, INC, T11rockmmton County, RRCII 04965, 
22144, 23935. F. Daw~ Lease, and 124 27; inspection revealed un-maint<1incd netting and no 
netting aver a di~posal tank. 

26. MAR.IAC OIL COMPANY, INC., Throckmorton and Young Counties, 
R RCII 08220, 11935, 2284 7, 11935, 25477, and 1 8269; inspection revealed un-maintaincd 
netting over di~posa I tanb, and bird carcas~e~/parts located, later identified a;; a Great-horned 
Owl and Barn Owls. 

27. RODERT LINDSEY OIL COMPANY, Throdmotion County, RRC!Il5637, 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a dispos~l tank. 

2H. YEATES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, Throekmmion County, RRCII 11455, 
inspection revealed un-maintaincd netting over a disposal tank, 

29. CLINT HARPER OIL COMPANY, Throckmorton County, RRC# 08996, 
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a dispo~al tank, and bird part,; later identified 
as a Barn Owl. 

30, VORTTT EXPLORA TJON COMPANY, INC., Stephens County, RRCII 29116; in~peelion 
revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit. 

31. RAY HERH IN G. Young County, RRC/1- 24 391 ; inspection revealed un-maintni ned netting over 
a disposal tank. 

32_ WlNNBXPLORA TlON COMPANY, INC., Stephens County, RRCI!CountyLinc A-32 Lease; 
Sec in.~pection revealed tm-maintained no netting over n disposal pits at well sites. 

33. GOSA OIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, R RC1,126502; inspection revealed un-maintainecl 
netting over a disposal tank. 

34. LOUIS SCHADE OIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRCtt 03284; inspection revealed 
un- maintained no netting over a di~posal pit. 

35. HO LSON WELL SERVICE, Shackelford County, R RCII 08456;inspection revealed no netting 
over a disposal tank, and bird parts later identified as a Great-horned Owl were recovered. 

36. HUMBER OIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRCII 07571; in~pection revealed un­
mnintnincd netting ovct· n di"po~al lank, and bird cm·ca" •c-•lpnrls, lalcr identified as a Bm·n Owl 
and a Golden-fronted Woodpecker were recovered, 
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37. TRACKER MINERAL, Shackelford County, RRCfl OR4.'i6: inspection revealed no netting 
over a di~posal tanks. 

JR. VAN OPERATING, Shackelford County, RRC# 19516 and 19517;inspcction revealed no 
netting over a disposal pit. 

39. WHITLEY OPERATING COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRCit 042529; inspection 
revealed no netting ove• a di"po~al pit. 

40. ANN TIDMORE. Shackelford County, RRCif \5997; in~pcction revealed un-maintaincd 
netting over a dispo~al pi I and tank. 

41. WESTRJDOEOIL& GAS PROPERTIES, JNC., Shackelford County, RRC# 161360 & 2R080; 
inspection revealed un-maintaincd netting over a disposal tank. 

42. F & R Olf. COMPANY, Sllfickclford County, RRCif: 12463; in>pection revealed no netting 
over~ dispo~al pit. 

43. CMS ENERGY FIELD SERVICES, Slmckclford County; inspection revealed lm-maintained 
no1 ting over a di~poso I tank. 

44. SMITH PIPE, INC., Shackelford County, RRCII 06022; in~pection revealed un-maintained 
netting over a disposal tanks. 

45. SHAOA"1110-l CORPORATION, Throckmmion County, RRC# 09073 1md 20897: inspection 
revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tanks. 

41i. T-N-T ENGINEERING, Inc., Shaekolford County, RRC# 28176.25398, and 2R255, in.~poetion 
revealed open pits and no netting on an open top tank. 

47. JOSEPH G. RYAN, Young County, RRC# 0 174R: inspection revealed mHm intained netting 
no netting over a dispo~a\ tank. 

4R. PARDUE ENERGY, Inc., Throckmorton County, RRC# 04811; inspection revealed un­
maintaincd neUing, and 1111 oil leak from the disposal tanks, collected in~ide tl1e benn. 

49. SHEETS EXPLORATION COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRC#'s 24732 and 26825; 
inspection revealed a hole in 8 clo~ed top t1mk and an open pit ncar the well site. 

50. LEFFEL'S, INCORPORATED, Shackelford County, RRC# 17473; inspection rcveHled un­
maintained netting on an open top tank. 

51. J.C. GLOBAL ENVlRO CONSORTIUM, Inc. Young County, RRC# lR9R7, jnspcctjon 
revealed un-maintaincd netting on open top tanks. (Agent's Note: RRC has severed this oil 
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production silc as of 6/1/00 1111d it is considered abandoned and the company is no longer in 
business.) ~ 

52. PETRO-PRO OIL & GAS, Inc., Throckmorton County, RRCif 21407; inspection revenlcd no 
netting on a disposal rank. 

53. PUTNAM OIL COMPANY, Throckmo•ton County, RRC# 06565: inspection revealed un­
mnint.,incd ncUing ,d the facility. 

54. GRECO OPERATING COMPANY, INC., Young County, RRCit I 9556. 19157, and 174835; 
inspection revealed no netting at this f>Jcility on an unnutlmrizcd open pit. 

CENTRAL TEXAS OTL PITS: 

In April, 2002, the Fort Wmih/LE Field Station received <L cmnpl~im ofviol~tion from the Tcxns 
Railroad Commission ((RRC) regarding several operators in Young County with open, oilfield 
disposal tanks. Special Agents subsequently inspected sovon oilfield sites and documented open, 
nn-ncttcd disposallanks at each I ocation. The opora1ors were issued notific~tion lcttc~ vi<t certified 
mail regnrding the Migratory Bird TreaL Act (MBTA) and Texas Railroad Commission (RRC) 
violations requesting immediate remediation. All but one operator immediately rcmediatcd the 
oilfield hazards, and the remnining operntor w~s issued a Violation Notice with a collateral fine 
totaling $1 00 0, This operator .~uh~equcntly agreed to !'CITICdiate and net his open disposal tanks. 

On June 24, 2002, seven (7) U.S. !'ish and Wildlife Service (Service) Special Agents, three Service 
employees from the Ecological Services office, and one inspector from the R R C, inspected 51 oil 
production sites identified by air as possibly being in violation of Lhc MBT A nnd RRC State Rule 
22. The filly-one (51) sites were located in Taylor, Jones, Fisher fmd Nolan counties in Toxa~. In 
fiddition to the fifiy-onc (51) ~ites identified by aerial surveill~ncc, six (6) more sites were also 
located during the ground ~urvcillm1cc am! doCllmentcd ns b cing in violatio11 of stat"c or fcdcrallaw. 
Out of the total fil'ly-seven (57) sites inspected, only five (5) sites were found to be in complinncc 
and no violations were documented. 0 f the remaining fifty- two (52) sites inspected, all were found 
to be in vwlalion oflhe MRT A ~nd RRC State Rule 22. App-roximately twenty-eight (28) oiled bird 
carcasses and/or remains were located at fourteen (14) of the fifty-two (52) documented sites with 
no nclli ng or nn-mainl<lined netting. The mortality has been transmilled to the S crv icc forensics 
laboratory for specie~ irlcntificntion and forensics analysis. The case agent i~ in the process of 
sending notification lcUe~ to all operators responsible for "non-compliant" sites. 

I .l!HBOCK OIL PITS: 

The primary enforcement strategy for this area inclnclesjoint ta~k lOree inspection operations as well 
as referrals from the Railroad Commission ofTcxas (RRC), Texas Parks and Wildl i le Departn1ent, 
land owners, conccmcd citizens, nnd cmlfi<lcntial inf<lr1111H11,, Scvcnd mnbitious RRC field 
inspectors arc keeping most operators in compliance. They noli fy operatn~ i Lnels are 8hsent or in 
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need of repair, thus preventing mig;mtory bird mortality. They notify SA Lee if wildlife mortality 
is present. The largest operation was a four (4) day task force by five (5) Spcci~l Agents, two (2.) 
Texas Game Wardens, and three (3) RRC enforcement personnel in Andrews, Gaines, and Yoakum 
Counties in August, 2001. 

Figure 1. Overall statistics for the Lubbock Oil Pits Project in West Texas for tho period October, 
1998 through July, 2002. 

rv No, of Co. No. of Sites No. of Birds Penally-$ 

1999 5 10 25 6,586 

2000 4 4 " 2,250 

2001 " 6 14 4,100 

2002 l 8 27 (i(i 33,800 

TOTALS 33 47 Ill 46,736 

All sites containing wildlife mottality were reported to the RRC who notified the opcmtOl's and 
monitored remediation at each site. Additionally, one hundred five (l 05) other sites were i'ound by 
Special Agents that were a threat to migratory birds, but where no mortality was found. These sites 
were reported also to the RRC for notification and cleanup. Overall, the ha~ards 1verc round at 
eighty-eight (RR) above-ground open-topped tanks, fi l'ty-five (55) pits, and eleven (I 1 ) small spills. 

A minimum oft wenty-six (26) species of migmtory birds were lbund (Figure I). The actualnumher 
is much higher because twenty-three (23) birds were classified as unspecified migratory songbird. 
Additionally, there were five (5) quail (State cases) and one (I) Rock Dove (No pmsocution). Other 
dead nnimals found include: one (I) Tiger Salamander, two (2) !lox Tmtlcs, one (1) rodent, one (1) 
Hoary Bat, and seven {7) other bats (sp.). 

Figure 2. Total of all birds found during oil field investigations in west Texas from October 1998, 
through July, 2002. 

Two (2) Green-winged Teal 
Five (5) Blue-winged Teal 
One ( l) Northern Shoveler 
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Two (2) Gadwall 
Two (2) Recthe~d 
One (l) Lesser Scaup 
Two (2) Aylhya sp. 
One (1) Bufnehcad 
One (1) Sora 
One (I) American Coot 
Two (2) Bobwhite 
Throe (3) Quail .~p. 
Eight(~) Mourning Dove 
Four (4) Rock Dove 
Seven (7) Grcaler Roadnmner 
Four (J!) Common Barn Owl 
One (I) Bnrr<lwing Owl 
Four (4) Common Nighthawk 
Two (2) Nighthawk sp. 
One (1) Northern Flicker 
One (I) Great Crested Plycatcher 
Four (4) Wes.tcrn Kingbird 
Three (3) Kingbird ~p. 
Two (2) Scissor-tailed Flycfltcher 
One (I) Americm1 Crow 
Four (4) N01thcm Mockingbird 
Three (3) Dickcissel 
Three (3) Savannah Sparrov,· 
One (1) Dark-eyed Junco 
One (I) Illaekbird sp. 
Three (3) Memlowlark sp. 
Two (2) Great-tailed Grackle 
Two (2) Grackle sp. 
One(l)Oriole~p. 

T1u·ce (3) We;;tem Flycatchers 
Twenty-three (23) Un~pccillcd migratory songbird 

SOUTH TEXAS OILFIELD TASK FORCE 

Special Agents (SAs) from the San Antonio sub-district conducted the following enforcement 
operation~ in South Texas for the period 5/2000 through 512001. 

In Augusl2000, ha~ed on previous investigation, the SA from Laredo. Texas, mailed a Violation 
Notice and cover letter to TIDELANDS OTT. CORPORATIO't\'. The Violation Notice ch~rged 
TIDELANDS with a vinhltion of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in connection with hvo (2) dead 
migtatmy birds found dead in an open oil lank owned hy TIDELANDS. A collateral of .MOO was 
paid by the owner of TIDELANDS OIL CORPORA TJON on Oclober 31, 2000. 
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Tn November, 2000, SAs from the San Antonio Law Enforcement office investigated a call about 
open oil pit~ in the Somerset, Texas, area. Several feather~ .1nd bird parts were discovered a! the site 
and were sub mil ted to the Forensics Laboratory for identifieal ion purposes. SA~ relurned to 1 he site 
a few wech later to inspect some tanks at the sire that Agel lis were unable to inspect (no ladder) on 
the initial vi~it. No additional dead hirds were di~covercd. The investigation is being coordinaled 
with lhe Tex.a~ RRC. 

SAs from Stm Antonio, Corpus Christi ilnd LatcJo, T~xa~, pHrlidpatcd in an oil production fac1hty 
iMpection in Nueces, Kleberg and San PBtricie eeunl.ie5. Two (2) teams of SAs visited 
approximately ninety (90) oil prcdnction facilities documenting fmy federal or state viohitions 
encountered. No federal violations were documenled dming the Operation, hut several state 
violations were. The information will be forwarded to the Texas RRC for followup. 

An oilfield inspection task force is tcmatively planned for late summer- early f~.ll 2002 in South 
Texas. The results and data from this operation will be provided in a supplemental report. 

TV.R. Signineant Chauges to Prn·inus Proposal 

Due to rei ircmcnts and trnnsfers of initially assigned SAs, the roles and delegations of personnel 
a~.~i gncd to this project were adjusted accordingly. 
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VI. ROLES, RESPONSIRIUTIES, AND l'ARTNERSHIPS 

VI.A. Roles ami Responsibilities 

Law Enforcement SAs Rob Lee !\1 Lubbock, Texas; Tom Ricanli fit Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: 
Greg Stover nt Albuquerque, New Mexico; Steve Hamilton and Mike Merida <>t Ft. Worth, Texas; 
Glen Pyc a! Dallns/Ft.Wor!h Airpmt, Tcxa.~; and Doug McKenna ~t Santa Theresa, New MexicO are 
the primaty field investigators and coordinators of!a~k force operation~ in New Mexico, Texas, and 
Oklahoma. These agent~ will work under I he oversight of Senior Resident Age11ts (SRAs) Tom 
McKay 8t Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Tom Karabanoff at Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Gmy 
Young at San Antonio, Tex8~. Other SA~ will he assigned !o the project by SRAs McKay, 
Karahllloff, and Young as needed. 

Aerial documentation ofviolalions will be conducted hy SA/Pilot Greg Swvcr, Albuquerque, Now 
Mexico. 

All case report~, 811d referrals ofviolatio11~ to the U.S. Attorney'.~ office will be done by the SAs. 
The SAs will also be nvailah\e to attend meeting.~ hdd by either goven1ment agencies or other 
~gcneic~ idcn ti fled !IS partnerships. 

VI.B. Partnerships 

Federal Bureau oflnvestigation 
Environmental Protection Administr~tion 
Bureau ofT.aml M~nHgemcnt 
Oklnhoma Corporation Commis~ion 
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 
Oklahoma Dcpmtmcnt ofWildli l"e Conseryalion 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Departmetlt 
Texas Railroad C'ommi~sion 
Phillips Pelroleum 
New Mexico Game and fi~h Department 
New Mexico Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 

All ofthc above li~ted agencies will contribute between $4,000 and $20,000 to this joint cl"i'nrl. At 
a minimum, the total pmtncrnhip contribution i~ $44,000. 
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VII. BUDGET 

Year 1 Ycar2 Year3 Year4 All 
EXPENDITURES FY 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 Years 

Personnel- Field s 6,000.00 s 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00 $ 24,000.00 

Personnel- Data Analysis $ 0.00 $ 0.00 ' 0.00 s 0.@ $ 0.00 

Personnel- Report Writing $ 0.00 ' 0.00 s 0.00 $ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00 

Personnel Subtotal $ 6,000.00 s 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00 ' 10,000.00 $ 28,000.00 

Travel s 10,000.00 s 10,000.00 s 10,000.00 $ 10,000.00 s 40,000.00 

Supplies ' 1,000.00 $ 500.00 $ 500.00 ' 800.00 $ 2,800.00 

Equipment ' 8,000.00 ' 100.00 ' 100.00 $ 100.00 s 8,300.00 

Other: Overnights and $ 4,000.00 s 4,000.00 s 4,0(10.00 $ 4,000.00 $ 16,000.00 
Photography 

RO Overhead (10% Operational) s 2,900.00 $ 2,060.00 $ 2,060.00 $ 2,490.00 $ 9,510.00 

Non-PACF Analytical $ 3,000.00 $ 3,000.00 s 3,000.00 s 3,000.M ' 12,000.00 

Operational Subtotal $ 34,900.00 s 25,660.00 $ 25,660.00 $ 30,390.00 $ 116,610.00 

PACF Analytical ' 0.00 $ o.oo ' 0.00 s 0.00 $ o.oo 1 

TOTAL s 34,900.00 $ 25,660.00 $ 25,660.00 $ 30,390.00 $ 116,610.00 . Specific expenditures such a~ Regional Office (>vcrhead, cooperative agreements, etc., should be identified by adding the 
appropriate number ofrows to the table. 

34 



C-bay.swancrk.max



C-bay.swancrk.max

VIIT. REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

Subm!Uctl by: Date: __ _ 
Conl:~minnnt Speclnli<l, Rcginnnl Office 

Reviewed by: Date: __ 
Envimnm~nlnl Cnntaminnnf' Conrdinntn•-

Appmved by: Date: __ 
,\sslotnnl Rcgiunnl rliTootor, (Ecnluyicnl Sc•·vlocs) 

Approved by:~__..-d~......-¢ 
J.ft~j ~nnl Diroclnl·, (Low Enforcomcnl) 

Date:~.2 

Approved by: Date: 
Rcglnnnl [li,·cclnr 

36 


