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IL INTRODUCTION
LA, Background and Justificaiion

Onen oilfield pils and tanks as well as a proliferation of preduction saltwatcr spills coniinuc to
impact migratory birds and other resident fish and wildlife resources in New Mexico, Cklahoma and
Texas. Recont task force inspections on historic Oklahoma cilficlds have documented significant
migratory bird moality and litlle netting compliance on open oilficld hazards., Mortality 1o
migratory birds from open oilficld pits and tanks in Scutheastern New Mexico alone has been
cstimated at upwards of 250,000 per year (Grover and Flickinger 1983). Endangered species,
including Bald eagles and Peregrine lalcons, have also been impacted.  Increased protection will
focus on public outreach and joint task force inspection operations during peak spring and fall
migration periods,

Limited inapection cfforts have domonstrated significant non-compliance of Oklahoma, Texas and
New Mexico State rules governing open oilficld pits and tanks as well as the disposal of produccd
brincs. Enhancing compliance will defer salt waler dumping and habitat destruetion, in addition to
decreasing loss of migratory hirds 1rom dircet contact with oil by cncouraging netting and other
measures, An outreach component will issue press releases as well as printing and distribution of
Service Brochures and Fact Sheets an these issucs. The following photographs depict typical oilficld
inspection scenes in the covered area s well as the resulting migratory bird mortality:
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ILB. Scientific Objcctiveds)

The number of oil pits in nen-compliance as well as those within compliance will be documentoed
and entered into g database. The number and type of migratory birds found in the pits and any other
pertinent information such as obvious breeches and spills will also be recorded. These numbers can
then be used te develop an cstimate for tegioval impacts on various categorics of migratory birds.

IL.C. Management Action(s)

Citations, fines and other actions may be levied as appropriate. ‘This increased investigation and
response will setve (o deter ongaoing illegal activity and enhance migratory bird populations as well
as cndangered species. Past operalions have penerated some inerease in compliance with state
netting rules. IHowever, there is an overall trend among operators ovward non-compliance.

Data generated from this study will be uscd to help persvade the OQlklahoma Corporation Cominission
to mandaic a rule requiring the netting of open oillicld pita and tanks. This data will also serve to
demaonstrale the pervasiveness of non-compliance with State rules in New Mexico and Texas. This
data will also help to determine the dircction of Law Enforcement and other Service ciforts in the
Taiure.

1. METHODS
TILA. Daia Collection and Analysis

Data collected in this study will include physical locations of oil pits mapped vsing Global
Positioning Satcllite (GPS) technology. Many of the sites will be mapped from the afr nsing Scrvice
and other aitcraft equipped with the necessary GPS equipment. This data will be stored tn a databasc
linked 1o site specific data collected by ground crews. The oil pit specific data will include mumber
and type of birds found and siic deacriptions ineluding notation of any ohvious spills or breeches to
existing pits. Somc effort will be made to estimate the water surface area presenicd to migrating
hirds. It should be noted that nearly all problematic eitfield siles were docmmented with GPS
coordinates, and the coordinates are contained in the investigative files as well as the inspection
repts,

It is anticipated that the aforementioned data will be stored in a Service Infwmation Technology
Architeeture (SITA)Y compliant database system. This will increase (he availability and usability of
this dala ko hoth Service persontel as well as members of the other cooperating agencics. By having
mapped locations of each of these sites, information may be presented graphically using Geographic
Information System (GIS) technology. Data can be linked and analyzed accordimg (o other existing
databases such ag Congressional District boundaries,

ITLB. Proposcd Schedule of Milestones
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Sampling and investigation will begtin in the spring of 1999, Summary reports will be provided
yearly, and a final report will be comiplcted by July, 2002. It should be noted that the final report will
include all data through this thne frame However, task force operations including one in Eastern
Oldahoma and one in South Texas will be conducied during the remaining months of this fiseal year.

IV. FINAL REPORT

In fiscal vears 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002, multiple oilficld task forec operations were condueicd
throughout historic petrolewm production arcas in New Moexico, Oklahoma and Texas. Assigned
case agents documented netting compliance and oilfield migratory bivd moviality with ongoing
investigations in (heir greas of responsibility. To date, a total of $163,792 in collateral fines have
been collected from those oilficld operators documented with migratory bird mortalily, and these
Tunds by statute were deposited directly into the North American Wetlands Conscrvation Fund. In
addition, a multitude of open oilfield hazards were remediated by offending operators following the
issuance of appropriate target letters vin certified mail. The following is a bricl summary of oilficld
inspeetions and investigations couducted by the assigned case agents over the past four (4) fiscal
years:

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO OTL FIELDS:
FY 1939

—  Beventy-six (76} sites observed with cxposcd oil/fluid due to madequate or damaged netting

—  Bix (8) Companics issued Vielatiom Notices

—  $5,000 paid in collaieral fines

—  Total of Nine (9} dead migratory birds collected as evidence: one (1) Picd billed Grebe, ene (1)
Barn Owl, two (2) Meadawlark, one {1) Bufflehead Duck, and four {4} Pyrrhuloxia

FY 2000

—  Nineteen {19} sitcs observed with exposed oil/fluid due to inadequate or damaged netting

—  One {1} Company issued Viclation Notice

—  $1.025 collateral fine mitigated to $200 by AUSA Max Carr-Howard over objeclions of
SA/Pilot Stover,  (Subject operator is a convicted felon and served three (3) years in State
prison for ofl theft under terms of his state felony conviction, Tn addition, his oil production
site where the dead birds were recovered is located in a Siate Wildlife Management Unit and
was 1 ceplorable condition).

—  Total of three (3) dead migratory birds collecled as cvidence: one (1) Barn Owl, one {1)
Mourning Dove, and one (1] Vespetr Sparrow

—  Abandoned oil production site located in MeKinley County, NM identified as a possible
illegal dumping site for waste fluids and unuzable field oil, Case reforred to the New Mexico
Oil Conservation Division (OCD) for apprepriate investigative follow up,

EY 2001
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—  Twenty-five (25) sites observed with exposed oil/fluid due to inadequate or damaged netting

—  Beven (7) Companies issued Violation Notices

—  $6.425 paid in collateral fincs

—  Total of seventeen (17) dead migratory birds colleeted as evidence: one (1) Gadwall, one (1)
Green Wing Teal, two (2) Roadrunners, one (1) Bam Owl, twe (2) Common Nighthawls, two
{2y Meadowlark, two (2) Grackles, one (1) Mourning Dove, one (1) Logger-head Shrike, one
(1) Kingbird, one (1} Western Kingbird, enc (1) Solitary Sandpiper, and one (1) Burrowing Owl

EY 2002

—  No activity during this fiscal year to dale duc to the cvents of September 11, 2002, and the
temiporary reassignment of SA/Pilot Stover fo the FBI Joint Terrorismm Task Force,
Albugquerque, New Mexico, SA/Tlot Stover has been able to provide limited aiv support (orthis
project since his reassignment, but all Service flying will be terminated at this initiation ofhis
bwao (2} vear detail on the aforementioned task force 1ater this fiseal year.

SOTUTHERN NEW MLEXICO OILTTELDS:

Dwring Fiscal Years 1698 through 2002, U.S. Fish and Wildlile Scrvice, Special Agent (34) Dong
Melkenna conducted compliance inspections and responded to complaints of the unlawiul take anc
posscssion of migratory birds in the oilficlds of Southeastern New Mexico. SA MeKenna
documented improper and un-maintained netting on muncrous cil/brine tanks, Violation Noliccs
were issued and letters indicating the failure to maintain proper netling were scnt to several oi
production companies. All dead birds were identified by the T8, Fish and Wildlife Service, Fish and
WildliTe Forensics Laboratory in Ashland, Oregon. SA McRKenna documented the following:

Inspection Period May, 1999 through Mey, 2000;

~ Ome hundred and five (105) oilfbrine tanks/piis weare inspected.

- Six {6} Violation Notices issued to six (6) oil and gas producers.

-~ 67% compliance rate on proper netting with 4 33% violation rate.

- $11,190 total amount of forfeiture of collateral collected from oil and gas producera for the
take and possession of migratery hirds in vinlation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Fitie 14,
Unifed States Code, Section 703,

~ 6% of oil/brine tanks/pits with Migratory Bird Ticaty Actviolations (includecl clead birds),

- Thirty-Tive {35) letters of non-compliance {improper or un-maintained netting) were senl o
thirty-five (35) oil and gas producers,

- Dacumented compliance violations on federal oil/gas leases were presented to the Burcay of
Land Management in the Carlshad and Roswell Resource Areas,

- Ninety (90} dead birds recovered which included:

T'wenty-seven (27) Norihern mockingbirds {Mismus pofgisitos)
One (1) Cactus wren (Campyiorhynchus brunneicapilliy

One (1) Gadwall duck (Adras streperu)

One (1) Great bluc heron {(Ardeq fierodias)
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Fifiy-lour (54) Pyrelloxia (Cardinalis sinatus)
One (1} Puiple gallinule (Porphruia martinica)
Five (3} Meadowlarks (Sturnelle neglecia)

Tspection Period May, 2000 through May, 2007;

- One handred and thirty (130) oil /brine tanks/pits were {napected.

= Seven (7} Violation Notices issued to seven oil and gas producers.

- B4% compliance rate on proper netting with 2 16% violation raic.

- $10,666 total amount of forfeliure of collateral collected from oil and gas preducers Tor the
lake and posscasion of migratory hirds in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Title 716,
Tinited Stafey Code , Section 713,

- 5% of oil/bring tanks/pits with Migratory Bird Treaty Act violations (included dead hirds).

- Three (3) letters of non-compliance {(iImproper or un-mainiained netling) were sent to three (3)
ot] and gas producers.

~ Documented compliance violations on federal oil/gas leases were presented to the Burcau of
Land Management in the Carlshad and Roswell Resource Areas,

- Forly-six (46) dead birds recovered which included:

Twa (2) Morthern shovelers (Spuinla elypeata)

Twa (2) Green-winged teal (Anas carolinensis)
Faurteen {14) Northern mackingbivds (Misns poleiottos)
Five (5) Mourning doves (Zeraida macrowra)

Two (2) Sage trashers (Greosenpores MORIERNS )

Cne (1) Black-throated spmrow (Amphphiszia hilineaia)
Goe (13 Rycaicher (yrannidae spp.)

Threc (3) undetermined birds-non-tnigratory

One (1) American kestrel (Falco sparverius)

Onc (1) Greater roadrunnee { Geococcyx colifarmiarnms)
Twa (2) Sealed quail-non-nuigratory

Four (4) Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinalis sinuaiis)

One (1) Screech owl (Ofus kepnicoftiil)

One {1} Burrawing ow] (Athene cunfonfaiia)

One { 1) Barn owl {Tyfo alha)

Five (5} Meadowlarks (Sturnella negleeta)

Inspection Period May, 2001 through May, 2002:

- Forty-five (453 oil/brine tanks/pits were inspected.

- Three (3) Violaiion Notices issued to three (3) oil and gas producers.

- 89% compliance rate on proper netting with a 1 1% violation rate.

- $2.700 total amount of fmfeiture ol collateral callected from oil and gas producers lor the
tuke and possession of migratory birds in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Title 16,
Errited Statoy Code, Section 703,

- % of oil/brine tanks/pits with Migratory Bird Treaty Act violations {included dead birds),

4
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- Five (5) letters of non-compliance {improper or mi-maintained netting) were sent to four (4)
oil and gas prodneers.

- Documenied compliance violations on federal oil/pas leascs were presented to the Bureau of
Land Management in the Carlsbad and Roswell Resource Arcas.

- ['onrteen {14} dead birds recovered which included:
Eight {8} Notthern mockingbivds (Mimus poigloitos)
Twao (2) Cactos wren (Campvloriyichus brumneicapillas)
Your (4) Pyrrhuloxia { Cordinalis sipmfiafus)

OKLAROMA OILFIELD TASK FORCE:

SAs Tom McKay, Garland Swain, John Elofson, and Tom Ricardi coordinated all enforcement
operations in Cklahoma for Fiseal Years 1999 through 2002, Overall, eight (R) joint lask force
operations as well multiple individual inspeciion referrals were conducted during this time frame.
All historic oilficlds throughout the state were inspected and resunlted in the issuance of thirty-onc
{31) Violation Notices for migratory bird mortality and the assessment of $30,100 in collateral fines.
In addition, 1,263 problematic oilficld sites (either un-neited disposal tanks/pits or those with un-
maintaincd netting) were documented, These operators were subsequently issued arget letters via
certified mail which uliimately resulted in the complete remediation of the oilfield hazards, The
following tables represent data tabulaied and prepared by Investigative Program Assistant Georgiy
Giibaon for Fiseal Ycars 1999 through 2002:

Tahle I+ Ovarall Statistics

FY No. of Co. No. of Sites No. of Birds Fenalty-%
1929 23 883 18 7,500
2000 21 482 43 11,800
2001 7 82 11 8,800
2002 3 46 2 2,000
TOTALS 54 1293 74 30,100

Tabie 2: Migratory Bivd Mortalify Collected

Four {4) Barn Swallow (Hirumndo rustica)

Twao {2) Latk Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus)

Two (2) Red-tailed Hawk (Buieo famaicensiy)

Mincteen (19 Brown-headed Cowhird (AMolothrs ater)
One (1) Greater Roadrunmer {Gews cocoyy cafifornianus)
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Onc (1) Short-cared Owl (Asia i)

Two (2) Great Horned Owl {Bubo virginfanus)

One (1) Green-winged Teal (Anirs carolinensivy
Three (3) Northern Mockinghird (Mimus polyafotios)
Two (2) Meadowlark (Struneila maona)

One (1} Commen Grackle (Quedvealris quiscida)
Three (3) Mouming Dove ( Zenaidura macrouwra)
Onme (1) Spatvow (Fringilfidac spp.)

"Three {3) Eastern Phoehe (Savornis phoehe)

Two (2) Red-winged Blackbird (dgelains phoeniceus)
Two (2) Red Head Ducks {Atfva amerfcana)

Cuc (1) Gadwall (dras sirepera)

Cne (1) Amcrican Widgeon (Mareca americana)
One (1) Ametican Kestrel (Falea sparverius)

Five (5) Passcrine birds (Fringitiidae spp.)

Five (3} Lark Buntings ( Calamospiza melanocoryx)
One (1) Cassin®s Sparrow (Aimophifa cassinii)
Two {2) Swainson's Hawl (Ruien swainsoni)

Two (2) Northern Shovelers (Spatida elypeata)
Three (3} American Coots {Fulica americona)

One (1} Least Sandpiper (Eroffa nimuilio)

NORTHEAST TEXAS OILFTIELD INSPECTIONS

SAs Craig Tabor and Glen Pye coordinated all enforcement operations in Northeast Texas for T'iscal
Years 1999 through 2002,

This investization is a follow-up to past inspections in Northeast Texas to asscss and encourage
MBTA compliance at siles related to the oil/gas produciion industry, This ares encompasses several
large oil/gas ficlds and includes Rusk, Gregg, Upshur, Wood, Hopkins, Franklin, Titus, Cass,
Marion, and Harrison eounties.

SaAs, working with Texas Railroad Commission Inspectars, inspected one hundred fifty-six (156)
oil/gas production/storage sites during this time frame  The agents and inspeetors fouud that
seventy-four (74) of these were not compliant with the MBTA State regulations pertaining to
protection of hirds, or bath (any site where appropriate siepys had not been taken to protect birds, or
where oiled Dirds were found, was considered not compliant).  The compliance rate of those sites
ingpected wag 52,5%,

Dead, oiled hirds (or parts) were found at twelve sites and  were subsequently shipped to the
National Iish & Wildlife Forensics Laboratory for species identification and forensic analysis, The
carcasses were positively identified as Norihern Moekingbirds, Screceh Owls. Conmmen Grackles,
Northern Cardinala, Great-horned Owls, Loggerhead Shrikes, Brown-headed Cowbirds, Eastern
Bluchirds, Cattle Egrets, Common Snipe, Mommning Dove, Red-tafled Hawk, Song Sparrow, and

B
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unspeeified Passerines, Ten (1) Violation Nolices were senl to the operaiors of those siles where
the ailed migratory birds were found and resulted in the assessment and paymeni of collateral fines
totaling $11,650.

SAsalso sent leiters to all aperators responsible Tor documented “non-compliant” sites. These leiters
advise the aperator of the hazard that the sites pose to migratory birds, suggest possible selutions,
and gives them a reasonable period of lime to implement corrective measures. The letters also
advisc the operator ihat, after ihis rcascnable time period expires, they will receive a Violation
Notice charging them with 2 MBT A violalion il the problem remains uncorrecied. SAs have also
briefed local federal prosecutors on this matier and obtained their support in issuing the operators
of such siles Violation Notices Tor an “Unlawifol ATTOIMPT to take migratory birds.” The
subsequent follow-up inspections ef identified non-compliant sites were conducied this Ascal year,
and all sites were remediated o prodect migratory birds and other wildlife.

NORTH-CENTRAL TEXAS OIL PITS

The following repori of cilficld task force enforcement is outlined in three annual iask force
tnvestigations from 1999 through 2002, During this time period three humdred twenty-four (324)
oil production sites in ten North Centiral Texas Countics were inspeeted, and one hundred sixty-four
(164} were found to be in vielation of the RRC Statewide Rule 22, failure te render an open tank or
pit harmless to migratory birds. The total federal fines assessed sgainst defendant ofl companies
were $36,90(. ‘Twenty-six (26) migratory birds were documenled as being unlawfully talken by
defendant oil companies. The Service Forensics Lab identified the speecies submitted as: Northern
Mockinghirds, American kestrels, swift, Night hawk, Barn owls, Great-horned owls, Yellow-billed
cuckoos, Orchard oricle, Greater roadrunners, Brown-headed cowbird, Eastern phoche, and a
Golden-fronted woodpecker, (See altached sehedule, “Oil Pit Task Foree-North Central Texas [999-
2001

Ol Pit Task Force - North-Central Texas 1993 - 22

Breakdown of Migratory Birds Decumented at Oi! Production Sites by Texas Counties and Federal
Fines Paid by Delendant Oil Companies

SA Steve Hamilton, Fort Worth, Texas

Migratory Bird Mortality Collected:

N Mockingbird 4
Americon kestrel 2
swift 1
night hawk 1
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harn onwls A

great-horned owl 3
vellow-billed cucikoo 2
orchard oriole 1
Greater roadeutiner 4
Brn-headed Cow bird 1
Eastern Phoche |
Gald-fronted woodpecker 1
Total Mig. Bivdg 24

Birds by Countics

Arsher 1
Callahan

Hastland 1
Jack

Shackelford 6
Stephens 2
Throckmorton 3
Wichita

Wilbarger

Young 13

Total Collaieral Fines Assessed Arainst Eighteen (18) Diefendawt Odl Companies

1999-2000 11,000
2000-20M ¥ 6,200
2001-2002 $18,800
Total 536,900

During September 20 - 23, 1999, Scrvice Special Agents (SA) and Texas Rajlroad Commission
(RRC) Inspectors conducted physical inspections of one Innadred- ity nine (1539 oil production sites
in Wichita, Archer, Jack, Wilbarger, and Young counties of north central Texas. Service SA/Pilot
Grreg Stover located most of the sites by aircrall allowing S As and RRC Inspeclors direct access to

10
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violation siles, Eighty-onc (81} sites were found {o be in violation of RRC Statewide Rules (8R),
specifically SR22, failure to render the tank/pit harmless (o migratory birds. Five (5) of the eighiy-
one (81} oil production sites contained eleven bird mortalitics.

Mast oil companies complied by netting tanks/pits, filling pits, draining tanks and rendered the gites
found in violation of $R22 harmless to birds. Two (2} sites that were not in compliance have been
ahandoned by the operators and are in the process of RRC administrative adjudication.  The
following 15 a comprehensive 1ist of the cighty-one (1) o1l production/disposal facilities that were
found to be it viclation. A brief namrative has been provided to delineate the inspection resulis
observed by field personnel.

1. L R, Turtier Co.
Waggoner B Lease
RRC # 19416
Wilbarper Co., TH
Pit, 2' x 3'. No netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

2. Wagman Petroleum
Easl Milham Sand Unit
RRC#11633
Wilbarger Ca., TX
30" x 30' Pit, petting submerged; Specd Memo [eft at site by RRC Inspector on %21/99,
N33 58 04E"
Woa a7 He"

3. Wilbarger Co. Regular Field
Wagponer E Lease
Wilbarger Ca,, TX
RRC # 06825
10" x 20" Pit. na netling: Speed Memea lefi at sile by RRC Inspector on 5/21/99,

4, Johnson & BErnsi Operating Ca.,
Waggoner Hill Lease 3, HH-3
Wilharger Co,, TX
RRC 1 {not recorded on inspection rcport)
10 % 15" it, no netling; Specd Maome left at site by RRC Tnspector on 9/21/99,

Kaontz 0il Co.

Waggoner Y, See, 22, Blk 4

Wiltarger Co., TX

RRC # 14535

Open top tank, netting submerged; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Tnspector on 9/21/99,

Ln

6. Jack C. Staley

11

C-bay.swancrk.max



10.

11.

12,

Waggoner F(i, #27
Wilbarger Co., TX
RRC # 00827

Open top tank, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

Koontz ©il Co.

Waggonor A,.

Wilbarger Co., TX

RIECH 18531

10 x 207 pit, no netting; Speed Memo lefi at site by RRC Tnspeclor on 9/21/959,

Patton Oil Co.

Wagmonor XYZ Lease

Wilbarger Co,, TX

RRC# 17556

Tanl, not needs repair;, Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

Johnson & Ernst Operating Co.

(No [sase or RRC # provided in inpection report, dated 9/21/949.)

Wilbarger Co,, TX

10" x 20 pit, no nelting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspecior on $/21/99.

Johnson & Ernst Opcrating Co.

Wagponer I Lease

RRC # 06643

Wilbarger Co., TX

10 x 207 pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 5/21/09,
N 33 58" 477"

WD 09 5027

Johnson & Dimst Operating Co.

Waggoner CR Lease

RRC# 10511

Wilbarger Co., TX

10 % 20", pit, no netting; Speed Memo left af site by RRC Iuspector on 9/21/99.

Johnson & Ernst Operating Co,

Waggonar C0), #4 Leasce

RRC # (no lease number on inapection report}

Wilbarger Co., TX

Pit, 8 x 10, no nelling; Speed Memo lelt at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99.

Tohnson & Emst Operating Co.

12
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14.

17.

18,

19.

20.

RRC # 00887
Wilhargoer Co., TX
10" x 18" pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspecior on 8/21/99,

Johnson & Ernst Opcrating Co.
Wageoner Ranch - Buttery 4
RRC i 06627

Wilbarger Co., TX

Open tap tank, net needs repaic; Speed Memo Teft at site by RRC Thspector om 9/22/99,

. Finnell Oil Ca.

Wagroncr Robb Lcasc

RRC # 15049

Wilbarger Co,, TX

¥ x 20%, Pit, no netting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Tnspector on 921799,

Finnell Oil Co.

Waggoncr OO0 Lease

RRC # 06484

Wilbarger Co., TX

10 x 15%, Pil, no netting; Speed Memo left at sitc by RRC Inspector on 921799,

Johnson & Ernst Operating Co,

Nage % Lease

RRC # L6793

Wilbarger Co,, TX

10" x 257, open pit, no netting; Speed Memo Teft al sitc by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99,

Canan Operaling Co.

Waggoner Bst, 00, Toase #3.

RRC # 06484

Wilbarger Co., TX

10" x 257, open pit, no netling; Speed Memo [eft al site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Johnson & Ernst Operating Co,

Rock Crossing Milham Sand Unit

RRC # 12319

Wilbarger Co., TX

20" x &', open pit, no nelling; Speed Memao left at sile by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Barron Corp.,
Waggoner Lease
RRC # 12357
Wilkarger Co., TX

13
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21.

22.

23,

24

23,

26.

27,

Tank, holes in netting, Speed Memo lefl at site by RRC Inspector on $/22/90,

Johnson & Ernst Operating Co.

Waggoner DW Lease

RRC # 00764

Wilbarger Co., TX

1P x 10, open pit, no netting; Specd Memo lefl at sile by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99,

Johnson & Emst Operating Co.

Waggoner DAB Lease

RRC # (6442

Wilbarger Co., TX

Two open pits, no nelling; Speed Memo ledl al site by RRC Tnspector on 9/22/99,

Johmson & Fmst Operating Co.

Waggoner Lock Lease

RRC# 12592

Wilbarger Co., TX

30" x 30", open pil, no netling; Speed Memo lcft at sitc by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Threa P Operaling Co.

{No lcasc sign) Orth oif field, South of Olney, TX

Young Co., TX

Open top tank, no netting; Spead Mome left at site by RRC Inspector on 9721799,

Ashtola Exploration Co., Ine,
Hardin-T'ortune Lense

RRC # 26556

Young Ca., TX

Two tanks, ncts unmaintained.

LCS Production Co.
Edsall One
(No RRC )

Throckmortom Co., TX
Sludge pit, needs cleaning; Speed Memo lefl at siie by RRC Tnspector on $21/59,

Henderson & Erickson, Inc.
Graham Estate Lease

RRC # 16009

Young Co, TX

Two open-top tanks, nets unmaintained; Speed Mema lefl at site by RRC Inspector on
/2199,

14
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28

29

30

3l

32.

33

34,

35.

Joint Resourees Co,
S8 Mayes Lease
REC # 09646
Young Co., TX

Pit net unmaintained; 8peed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99.

Ioint Resources Co.
WOl Mayes “A7 Lease
RRC# 26118
Young Ca, TX
Tank no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC [uspector on 9/21/99,

Joint Resourees Co,
M.AL Maves “TV° Lease
RREC # 03646

Young Co., TX

Twa tanks. no nets; Speed Memo lett at site by RRC Tnspector on 921799,

Ranger Operations

Tvy #2 Lease

RRC # (no sign at site)

Young Co., TX

Tank, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/09.

Gordon Necse

Davis Lease Well #d

No RRC # on inspection report

Young Co., TX

Tanlk, no net;Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9721793,

Spencer B. Street, Jr.

Harrsison Lease

RRC # 13063

Young Co., TX

Tank, no ned; Speed Memo left at sile by RRC Inspec tor on 9/21/99,

Antle Operating, Inc.
MeWillimng Lease
No RRC # on inspection repott

Tanl, ne net; Speed Memo lefi at site by RRC Ingpector on 9/2/94.
Antle Operating, Inc,
I.I. Shephard Leasc

Mo RRC # on inspection repoti
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3o,

37,

38,

38,

40,

41,

42.

43,

Young Co., TX
Tanl, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Tnspecior on $/21/90,

1a.M. Knox Gi] Co.
Fred Alwond ] ease
No RRC f on inspeclion report

Young Co., TX
Tank, nct unmaintained; Speed Memo lell ac site by RRC Inspector on 9722799,

John Pursley

CC Chambers Lease

RRC# 51097

Young Co., TX

Tank, no nei; Speed Memo lefl al sile by RRC Inspecior on 9/22/99,

B & B Lntcrpriscs

ALC, Barker Leass

RRC # 02985

Tack Co., TX

Six tanlks, no nets, Speed Memo left at site by RRE Inspector on 9/22/99,
{Personal contact made by 8A and RRC Inspeetor with owner, 9/22/99.}

Doc’s Tamlk Truck Service

RRC#POOS344 A B, C

Jermyn, Jack Co., TX {on State Hwy, 114)

Three pits, no nets; Speed Memao left at site by RRC Tnspector on 9/22/99,

Red-Tex Petrolcun, Inc,

Orr Lease

RRC # 28244

Jack Co., TX

Tank, net uhmainiained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspecior on 9/22/99,

Ridge il Co,
Williams “A™ Leasc
RRC # 20258
Young Co., TX

Tank, no net; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Cooper Qil {7, no sign at site)

Young Co., TX

Tank, net unmainlained; Speed Meimo left at site by RRC Tnspector on /22/99,

Barncit Energy, Inc,

16

C-bay.swancrk.max



44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

Johnson-Bannin Leasc

RRC # 23850

Young Co., TX

Tank, nct unmaintained; Speed Mema left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99,

Bob Craig

Falls Camby I' Lease

RECHOD5R4

Archer Co,, TX

Tank, leaking; 8peed Memao lefi at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

Big Rim Produstion

Logan _ease

RRC# 00107

Archer Co., TX

Tank, netting unmaintained; Speed Memo ledt al site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

Stovall Operating Co,

Smith 77 Lease

RRCH 25897

Archer Co., TX

Tank, netting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspecior on 9/21/99.

Dallas & Pollard
Thomas Lease
RRCH 00624

Archer Co., TX
Tank, netling unmaintained; Speed Memo loft at site by RRC Inspector on 8/21/99.

Deen Drilling

Cowan & MceKinney T Lease

RRCH 18563

Archer Co, TX

Tank, nctting unmaintained; Speed Memo lcft at site by RRC [nspeetor on 5/21/99.

Jack Lofion

RRECH# 15503

Archer Co, TX

Open pit, no netting; Speed Memo Jefl al site by RRC Tnspector on 9/22/49.

Geo Nalural Resources
Abernatliy Lense

RRCH 406318
Archer Co., TX
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32,

53.

54,

50.

57.

Tank, no netting; Speed Memeo left al siic by RRC Tnspector on 9/21/99,

. Jack Lofton

RRCE 15503
Archer Ca., TX
Opcen pit, no netting, Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspeetor on 9/22/99,

Hayden Farmer

Garvey Leasc

RRCH 15579

Archer Co,, TX

Open pil, no neting; Specd Memo left at site by RRC Tnspector ot 9/22/99,

Tim Wade

Cowan/McKinney 201

RRCH 19775

Archer Co., TX

Three open pits, no neiting; Speed Memo left at slie by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Three PP Operating Co.

Andrews Tract #4 Leasc

RRC#H 18883

Archer Co., TX

Tanlk, no neiling; 8peed Memo lefi at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99,

. Lalolla il & Gas

Androws “E” Loase

RRCHATDA2G

Archer Co, TX

Tank, no netring; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Tnspecior on 9/22/99

Eagle (nil & Gas

Marrison Lease

RRCH 5073443

Archer Co., TX

Tanlk, nctting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site Iy RRC Inspector on 0/22/99,

Pryor Petroleum Corp,

Hull Silk Lease 4300 Unit
RRCE 11693

Archer Co, TX

Large pit, MeDay Energy Corp.
Nicrsertman Lease

RRC # 16484
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38

29,

60,

ol

62

B3

4.

Wichita Co., TX
Qil in berm, ground tank; Speed Memo leil al site by RRC Tnspector on 9/21/99,

Jackic Meador

Hall Lease

RRCH 17017

Archer Co,, TX

Large pat, no notting; Speed Moo 1ol at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Jimeo 4l Co,

{No lzase identtfied in inspection report)

RRC # 05474

Wichila Co,, TX

Oil in berm, around tank; Spead Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/09,

MeDay Energy Corp.

Hieserrimian Lease

RRC # 16484

Wichita Co,, TX

01l in berm, around tank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC [nspeetor on 9/21/99,

MeDay Ensrgy Corp.

3. L.L. Hicscrrman Lease

RRC # 03375

Wichita Co., TX

Cilin berm, around lank; Speed Memoe left at site by RRC Inspeetor an 9/21/99.

Molay Encrgy Cormp.

WTF RammingLease

RRC# 03601

Wichita Co., TX

il in berm, around tank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

MeDay Encregy Corp.

Ruyle - Unit

RREC #5363

Wichita Co., TX

Oil in berm, around lank; Speed Memao left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99,

Azte] Operating Ine.

RBailey Waler Mlant

RRCH# 5425

Wichita Co., TH

0il in berm, around tank; Spced Memo left at site by RRC Tnspector on 321799,
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65,

ai.

a7,

68,

6o,

70,

72,

73.

Frank Foster

Ed Foster Estate T.ease

RRC# 05099

Wichila Co,, TX

{pen pii, no netting; Spead Mema lefi at site by RRC Inspector on 5/21/59.

Tominy Swanson il Ca,

Tidewater Sunray

RRC# 006517

Wichita Co., TX

Open pit, netting gone; Speed Memo left at sile by RRC Inspector on %22/99,

Donald R. Ragers

Waggoner Estate Lease

RRC # (none provided in inspection report}

Wichita Co,, TX

Tank, no netling; Speed Memo lcft at sitc by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99,

Gator Development Tne,

WI'W Leasc

RRC # {13752

Wichita Co_, TX

Open pit, neiting gone; Speed BMemo lefi at site by RRC Ingpecior on 9/22/99,

Beleo Enerpy Corp.
Red River Allen Lease
RIC # 26454

Wichita Co., TX

Qpen pil, netling unmaintained; Specd Memo lefl at site by RRC Inspector on 9/22/99.

Coda Encrgy Ine..
R.R. Hamilton Lease
RRC # 00468
Wichita Co.,, TX

Open pit, netting unmainiained; Speed Memo leliat site by RRC Inspector on $722/99.

Beleo Enerey Corp.
SE Honaker Leasc
RRC # 20760
Wichita Co., TX

Open pit, netting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inapector on 9/22/99.

Witt Operating,
Clara Ramming Leasc
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74,

75.

70,

77.

78,

79.

RRC # (03600
Wichita Co,, TX
Pit, no neiting; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on /21709,

Belco Energy Corp.

SMA Unil B. 11

RRL # (000485

Wichita Co,, TX

Open pit, netting unmaintained; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 9/21/99.

MWcDay Eneruy Corp,

John Serricn Unit

RRC #05223

Wichita Co,, TX

Two tamks; petiing inmaintained; Speed Memo left at sitc by RRC Inspector on %/21/99,

Kimlece Petroleam, Tne,

Taack Leasc

RRC # 13568

Young Co, TX

Tank, no netting, six barn owls losated in tank; Speed Memo left at site by RRC Inspeelor on
9/21/9%. NOV issncd, federal prosecution resulted in a fine of §8,400.00,

Thtes P Operating Co,

NS Unil

RRC # 26344

Young Co., TX

Historieal stain ot tank battery site, skeletal remaing ol a yellow-billed cuckoo and bobwhite
quail, located in stain on ground; NOV dismissed by U5, Magistrate, Wichita Falls, TX:
Speed Meme et at site by RRC Inspectar on 9/21/99,

Dee Boyd Well Service

Stephens Leasc

RRC # 06461

Wilbarger Co,, TX

100" x 40" disposal pit, net submerged in oil, night hawk and mockingbird located in oil; Speed
Memo left at site by RRC Inspector on 92 1/99; NOV issucd, paid $1,400 fine on 3/1/00,

Haigood & Campbell

MeCroty Lease

RRC # 00121

Archer Co,, TX

Tunk, no notling, located in a swilt in tank; Speed Memo left at site by RIIC Inapector on

9/21/99, NOV issucd, $904 fine paid on 3/7/00.
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8. Johnson & Emst Operating Co., Inc.
Milham Sand A Unit
RRC#11150
Wilbarger Co,, TX
200 x 20" disposal pit, no nel, an Amarican kegtrel lozated in oil; Speed Memo left at site by
RRC Ingpector on 9/22/99, WOV issued, paid $1,200 fine on 2/29/00,

81. Rogers Drilling Co.
Taack Leasc
RRC # 26303
Young Co., TX
Tank, no nctiing, TWE letter mailed informing company they should render tank harmlass
within twenty diys or recelive an NOV for “attempt to take”, Follow-up to be donc on 5/22/00,
RRC District Office notificd company by letrer of S22 violation on 4/26/00.

On September 11 theough 14, 2000, Sarvice Special Agents conducted physical inspections of eighty
(R0 o] prroduction stles in Easiland, Stephens, Shakelford and northeastern Callahan, Counties of
Texas. Twenty-nine (2%) sites were documented i violation of RRC Satewide Rule number 22
(SR22), fafling 1o render the oil pits/tanks harmless to migratory birds, and the Migratory Bird
Treaty Actin taking, or atternpting to take, migratory bivds by oil covered pis or tanks, Nine (9) bird
carcasses/parts were localed in ot] pits/tanks.

The migratory bird species documented during this segment were as fellows: Mockingbird,
American Kestrel, Brown-headed cowbird, Bamn Owl, Greater roadrunners and Orchard oriole.
During this invesligative scpment, fincs in the amount of 56,200 were assessed against four (4)
defendani oil companics from this task force operation,

The defendant oil companics complied by netting tanlks/pits, (illing pits, draining tanks and rendered
the gites founed in violation of SR22 harmless to birds. The following is a list ofl production/dispozal
facilities that were found fo be in viclation. A brief narrative has been provided to delineale the
inspection results observed by field personnel.

1. BOB CARROLL LEASE, Well #1, Eastland County, RRCH 14462,
inspeetion revesled improper netting of facility disposal pit.

1. PARDUE OIL, LM. RADFORD LEASE, Hastland County, RRC# 01454
inspeetion revealed no neiling over a disposal pit, and ope (1) oiled bird carcass was lacaled in

the oil pit.

3, PARDUE GIL, THORPE LEASE, Stephens County, RRC# PO07579 (nurnber obscurc);
inspection revealed un-maintained netling a over disposal pit.

4. MERIT BNERGY, STEVENSON-JONES UNIT, Stephens County, RRC# PO01434;
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12,

13,

15.

16.

inapection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit. A Ficld Contact Notificalion
Letter, was pravided to Joe K, STORER, Forman,

MERIT ENERGY, SLOAN-MORTON UNIT, Stephens County, RRC# PO0O1432;
inapection revealed no netting at a disposal pit.

MERIT ENERGY, DICKIE LEASE, Stephens County, RRC# 1273
Inspection revealed nn-maimained netting over a disposal pit,

TEXAS TANK TRUCKS COMPANY, RUSSELL LEASE, Steplhens County, RRCH# 14777,
inspection revealed no netting at a disposal pit.

TEXAS TANK TRUCKS COMPANY, PENDLETON “C” LEASE. Stephens County,
RRC# 23053%; inspection revealed no netling at a disposal pil.

SDE INC,, EM, SAYRE LLEASE, WELL #3, Stephens County, RRC# 2348(;
inspcetion revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit.

SDE INC., CATEN LEASE, Stephcus Connty, RRC# 27283,
inspection revealed no nelting at a disposal pit.

STATEX OPERATING, LLC., A.A. ATKINSON LEASE, Stephens County,
RRC# 03900; inspeciion revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit.  Pcte
LOCKHART, pumper, was provided with an FWS conlact letter,

DENE'S WATER HAULING, CITY OF CISCO PIT, Easiland County, RRC# 02665,
inspection revealed improper netting of facility disposal pit.

ENERGEX INC., M.G. MOORE #1, Eastland County, RRC# 16748; o
inspection no netting over a disposal pit, and oiled hird leathers recovered from the oil pit. Irvin
RORINSON, supervisor, was provided with a FWS contact letter.

. HORN ENERGY, GRAHAM #1 LEASE, Eastland County, RRC# 144042

inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank,

TREK RESCURCES INC,, N, EMERGENCY WATER UNIT, Eastland County, RRC#
POOGSRO; inspeclion revealed mo netting over a disposal pit.  An FWS Field Contact
Notification Letter, was provided to Tommy AMES, Contract Pumper.

TREK RESOURCES INC.. EMERGENCY WATER UNTT, Eastland Comnty, RRCH
PO0657Y;inspection 1evealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit. A copy of Attachment
#5, FWS Field Contact Notification Letter, was provided to Tommy AMES, Contract Pumiper.
Photos taken hy SA Hamilton, Roll #2, 24-25.
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17.

18.

24

21,

22

23.

24.

25,

26,

27

FZ.B‘ PRODUCTION €3, MARGIE ENGLISH LEASE, Bastland County, RRC# 20117
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank.

_HDLSDN WELL SERVICE, COMPTON W8A, Shakelfard County, RRCH# 12324;
mspeclion revealed un-maintained neiting over a disposal tank.

ALCO OIL & GAS, NEWELL LEASLE, Shakelford County, RRC4 011203;
inspeclion revealed no netting at a dispesal pit,

BRECK OPERATING CO., NAIL-MONROE-BETTS, Shakelford County,
RRCH 27168, inspection revealed un-mainlained netting over a disposal tunk,

BRECK OPERATING CO., COOK RANCH A2, A3-%#1, Shakelford County,
RRCH 26590; inspeetion revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank.

Unknown, Operator not listed, NATL RANCH, ShakcHord County, RRCH# 14293,
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal lank,

DAHAB ENERGY, INC,, I.IT, NAIL #119, Shakelford County, RRC# 13042;
inspeciion revealed wn-maintained netting over a disposal tank, and two {2} oiled bird remains
were recovered.

LEWI1S SCHADE, NAIL #137, Shakelford County, RRCH 23299,
inspection revealed no netting over a disposal tank,

SNYDER DRILLING CORP., NAIL #149-B, Shakelford County, RRCH# 234146,
inspecticn revealed no nelting over a dispoaal tank, and four (43 oiled hird carcasses were

recovered.

RAYMON TAYLOR, JR,, NAIL “150" #1, #2, T.EASE, Shakelford County,
RRC#23113; inspection revealed un-maintatned revealed un-maintained netting aver a disposal

tanlc.

H.R STASNEY & SONS, LTD., NAIL RANCII #0490, Shakelford County,
RRC# 06884, inapection tevealed un-maintained nctting over a disposal pif and tanl, and png

{1} ailed bird carcasses was rceovered from the pit.

On September 24 through 27, 2001, Service Speeial Agents and Texas Railroad Commission (RRC)
inspectors conducted physical ingpections of eighty-five (83) oil/salt-water disposal pits and tanks
al.oil produciion sites inspectors in Stephens, Shackelford, ¥oung, and Throckmortan, Countics of
Texas. Thesc sitcs were found to be in violation of RRC regulations, and eleven (11) ailed hird
carcassesparts were localed in saltwater/oil disposal pits and tanks,
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These sites were documented in violation of RRC Statewide Rule number 22 (SR22), failing to
render the oil pits/tanks harmless lo migratory birds.Notification by the Service and./or RRC resulted
in compliance by the aforementioned oil companics rendering their sites harmless ta migratory hirds.
J.C. GLOBAL ENVIRO CONSORTIUM, #51, was determined to be out of business and attempts
to locate the owneis proved unsucccssful.

The migratory bird specics documenied during this segment were as follows: Greater Roadrnner
Yullowed-billed Cuckoo, Morthern Mockingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Barn Owl and Golden-fronted
Woadpecker, Great-horned Owls, and Barn Owls. During thig third investigative scgment, fines
in the amount of $18,800 were asseased apgainst eight (8) defendant oil companics.

Most oil companies complied by netling tanks/pits, {illing pils, draining {anks and rendered the sites
found in violation of SR22 harmlcss o birds.  The following is a list oil production/disposal
Facilities that were found to be in violation, A brief narative Lias been provided to delineate the
inspeetion results observed by ficld personnel.

1. FIDELITY PETROLEUM CORPORATION, INC,, Well #2, Young County, RROE2989(0,
M.K. Graham Leasc, and the TCSL Lease, RRC #24302, Grenter Roadrunner carcass
recovered, Throckmorton County, inspectton revealed no netling of Tagility disposal pits and
tanlcs,

2. PIIOENIX PETROCOTR, INC., Young County, RRC# 28956, Clark Unit;
ingpection documented no neiting over a disposal pit, and anc (1) oiled bird carcass, later
identified as a Yellow-hilled euckoo, was logated in the ol pit.

3, #*ECHO PRODUCTION, INC., Young County, RRC# 12007 and 13041,
inspection revealed un-maintained netting a over disposal pitand twa (2) birds were recovered,
later identificd as a Northern Mockingbird and an Eastern Phoebe,

4, THREE P OPERATING, Youug County, RRCH# 16920 and 2356; See Attachments #7
& R., inspection revealed no netling over u disposal pit and tank,

5. MANULCL MULILINS, Yonng County, Bloodworth Tease, No RRC #;
inspection revealed un-maintained neiting no nelling at a disposal tank.

6. THLE KARBER COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 19779 & 21506; inspection revealed un-
maintained netting no nelling over a disposal lank.

7.  **DOUBLE L OPERATING COMPANY, Young County, RRCH# 21021 and 20619,
inspection revealed no netting at a disposal tank and an oiled bird part located, and visually

identified by SA Hamilton as a Barn Owl,

8., BEW.HAUSLER, Archer County, RRC # 00514,
inspeetion revealed no netting ai a dispesal tank.
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10.

11

[3.

15.

16,

7.

18,

20.

21.

22,

23,

R HILL OPERATING, Young County, RRC# 27781 & 24888:
inspeetion revealed un-maintained netting at a disposal pit.

DAN L. LANGFORD, Young County, RRCH 19779 & 21506; inspection revealed un-
maintained netting and no netting aver a disposal tank,

STOVAL OPERATING COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 24642; inspection revealed un-

maintained netting nelting over a disposal tank,

. ANTLE INCORPORATED, Young County, RRCH 21497; inspection revealed un-maintained

nelting no netting over a disposal tank.

GENERAL OPERATING COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 08478; inspectionrevealed un-
maintained netling no netting over a disposal tanks,

GARY BROGDEN, Young County, RRC# 19956 & 19893 See Attachment #19,,
inspection report by SAs Lee/Ricardi, regarding no netiing over a disposal tanl.

OKMAR OIL COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 07730; inspection revealed un-maintained
netling over a disposal tank.

BRUCE OPERATING COMPANY, Young County, RRC# 053012; inspection revealed
no netting over 4 disposal tank.

G A, HAWEKINGS, Young County, REC#H 075815 inspection revealed un-maintained netting
aver a disposal lank,

ROMA OTL COMPANY, INCORPORATED, Young County, RRCH 16226;
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank,

. OSBORN HEIRS COMPANY, Throckmeorton County, RRECH 26517,

inapection revealed un-maintzined nelting at a disposal lanl.

NEL BAY DAVIS, Throckmerton County, RRCE 16074, inspeciion revealed un-maintained
netting over a disposal tanlk.

KEATING ENERGY COMPANY, Throckmorton County, RRCH# 18197,
ingpeetion revealed un-maintained no netting over a disposal pil,

C & G TRANSIORTS, INC., Throckmortan County, RRC#H 16197;
inspection revealed un-maintained netling over a digposal tanks.

EMOO OTL & GAS, TNC., Young County, RRC# 05026 and 05027,
inspeetion revealed un-maintained netting and no netting over a disposal pit and tank.
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24,

25,

26,

27

28,

29,

aa,

31

3z

14,

35

36,

GO-0P-CO, INC., Throckmorton County, RRC# 04997, 04006, (4090,
28917, 22190, and 21352; inspection revealed un-maintained netting and no netting over a
dispasal tanks and a pit,

ASHTOLA EXPLORATION COMPANY, INC.. Throckmertan County, RRC# 049565,
22144, 23935, F. Daws Lease, and 12427 inspection tevealed wn-maintained nelting and no
netting over a disposal tank.

MARIJAC OIL COMPANY, INC., Throckmerton and Young Counties,

RRCH Q8220, 11935, 22847, 11935, 25477, and 1R269; inspection revealed un-maintained
netting over disposal tanks, and bird carcasses/parts located, laier identified as o Great-horned
Owl and Barn Owis.

ROBERT LINDSEY OIL COMPANY, Throcknorion Couniy, RRCH 15637,
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a dispoga) tank.

YEATES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, Throckmorton County, RRCH# 11433,
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a dispaosal tank,

CLINT HARPER OIL COMPANY, Throckmorlon County, RRCH 08996,
inspection revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank, and bird parts later identificed
as a Barn Owi,

VORITT EXPLORATION COMPANY, INC,, Stephens County, RRCH 20116, inspection
revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal pit.

RAY HERRING, Young County, RRCH# 24337 inspection revealed un-maintai ned netiing over
a disposal tank.

WINNEXPLORATION COMPANY, INC,, Stephens County, RRC# County Ling A-32 Lease;
See inspection revealed un-mainiained no neiting over a disposal pits at well sites.

. GOSAOIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRC#26502; inspection revealed un-maintained

netting over a disposal tank.

LOUIS SCHADE OIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRCi# 03284; inspection revealed
un- maintained no netting over a disposal pit,

HOLSON WELL SERVICE, Shackelford County, RRCH 08456 inspection revealed ne netting
over a disposal tank, and bird parts later identificd as a Great-horned Owl were recovered,

HUMBER CGIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRC# 07571 inspection revealed un-
mainlained netling over a digposal lank, and bird carcagses/parts, later identified as a Barn Owl

and a Golden-fronled Woodpecker were recavered,
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37,

38,

39,

40,

41.

42,

43,

44,

45,

Ay,

47,

48.

49,

a0

TRACKER MINERAL, Shackelford County, RRCH# D8456: inspection revealed no netting
over a disposal tanks.

VAN OPERATING, Shackelford County, RRC# 19516 and 1951 7;inspeetion revealed no
netting over a disposal pit,

WHITLEY OPERATING COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRC# (342529 inspection

revealed no netting, over a Jisposal pit,

ANN TIDMORE, Shackelford County, RRC# 15997; inspection revealed un-amaintained
netting over a disposal pit and tank.

WESTRIDGE OIL & GAS PROPERTIES, INC., Shackelford County, RRC# 161360 & 28080;
inspeetion revealed un-maintained netting over a disposal tank.

I & R OIL COMPANY, Shackelford County, RRC# 12463; inspection revealed 1o netting
over u disposal pit.

CMS ENERGY FIELD SERVICES, Shackelford County: inspeetion revealed un-maintained
netting over a dispossl tanlk.

SMITT PIPE, INC,, Shackelford Connty, RRC# 06022; inspection tevealed un-maintained
netting over a disposal tanks,

SHADAWN CORPORATION, Throckmorton County, RRC# 09073 and 20897; inspection
revealed un-mainiained netting over a disposal tanks.

T-N-T ENGINEERING, Inc., Shackelford County, RRC# 28176, 25398, and 28255, inspection
revealed open pits and no netting on an open top tanlk.

TOSEPH G, RY AN, Young County, RRCH 01748; inspection revealed un-maintained netting
no neiting over a disposal lank.

FARDIUE ENERGY, Inc., Throckmorion County, RRCE 0MB11; inspection revealed un-
maintained netiing, and an oil leak from the disposal tanks, collected inside the herm,

SHEETS EXPLORATION COMPANY, Shackellord Comty, RRC#'s 24732 and 26825,
ingpeetion revealed a hole in a closed top ok and an open pit near the well site.

LEFFEL’S, INCORPORATED, Shackelford County, RRCE 17473; ingpection revealed -
maintained netting on an open top tank.

J.C GLOBAL ENVIRO CONSORTIUM, Inc. Young County, RRC# 18ORY, inspection
revedled un-maintained netting on open top tanks. (Agent’s Note: RRC has severed this oil
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production site as of 6/1/00 and it is considered abandoned and the company is no longer in
husincss.) )

32. PETRO-PRO OIL & GAS, Inc., Throckmorton County, RRCY 21447, inspection revealed no
nelting on a disposal tank.

33 PUTNAM OIL COMPANY, Throckmorton County, RRC# 06563 inspection revealed un-

maintsincd nctling at the faciliiy,

34. GRECO OPERATING COMPANY, INC., Young Counly, RRC# 19556 19157, and 17483 5;
inspectiom revealed no netting at this feility on an unavthorized open pit,

CENTRAL TEXAS OTL T'ITS:

In April, 2002, the Forl Worth/LE Ficld Station reccived a complaint of violation from the Texas
Railtoad Commisston ((RRC) reparding several operators in Young County with oper, oilficld
disposal tanks. Special Agents subsequently inspected seven oilfield sites and documenicd open,
un-netted disposal tanks at cach location. The operators were issued notification letters via certified
mail regarding the Migratory Bird Treal Act (MBTA) and Texas Railroad Commission (RRC)
violations reguesting immediate remediation. Al but onc operalor immediately remediated the
oilfield hazards, and the vemaining operator was issued a Violation Netice will a collateral finc
totaling $1000, This operator subsequently agreed to remediate and net his open disposal tanks.

Om Junc 24, 2002, seven (7) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Special Agents, three Scrvice
employees from (he Ecological Scrvices office, and one inspector from the RRC, fnspected 31 oil
production sites idenlified by air as possibly being in vielalion of the MBTA and RRC Statc Rule
22, The fifiy-one {31) sites were located in Taylor, Tones, Fisher and Nolan counties in Texas. h
addition ta the fifly-one (51) sites identified by serial surveillance, six (6) more sites were also
located during the ground surveillance and documented 23 being in violation of state or federal law.
Out of the tolal filty-gseven (37) sites inspected, only five (3) sites were found to be in compliance
and no violations were documented. OF the remaining fifty-two (52) sites inspected, all were found
to be in violation of the MBTA and REC State Rule 22. Approximately iwenty-eight (28) oiled bird
carcassey and/or remains were locaied at Fourteen (14) of the fifiy-two (52} documented sites with
no netting or un-mainiained netting. The mortality has been transmilted to the Service forensics
laboratory for species idenbification and forensics analysis. The casc ageni is in the process of
sending notification leilers o all operators respongible for “non-compliant™ siics.

LUBBOCK OIL PITS:

The primary enforcement strategy for this area includes joint task fotee inspection operations as well
as referrals from the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC), Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
lamd owners, concerned citizenz, and confdential inforimants, Several ambitions RRC field

inspeotors are keeping most operators in compliance. They notify operalors 10 nels are ahsent or it
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|I1cccl of repair, thus preventing migratory bird mortality. They notify SA Lee if wildlife moriality
I8 prescnt. The largest operation was a four (4) day task foree by five (5) Special Agonts, two (2'}
Texas Game Wardens, and three (3) RRC enforcement personmel in Andrews, Gaines, and Yoakum
Countics in August, 2001,

Figure 1. Overall statistics Tor the Lubbock Oil Pits Project in West Texas for the period Cclober,
1998 through July, 2002, :

Iy N of Co. Mo, of Sites No. of Birds Penalty-5
1590 5 10 25 6,586
2000 4 4 6 2,250
2001 6 6 14 4,100
2002 18 27 il 33,800
TOTALS 33 47 111 46,736

All gites containing wildlife mortality were reported to the RRC who notificd the operators and
manitored remediation at each site. Addittonally, one hundred five (103) olher siles wore foume by
Special Apents that were a threat to migratory birds, but where no mortalily was found. These sites
wers reported also to the RRC for notification and eleanup. Overall, the hazards were found at
cighty-elght (88) above-ground open-lopped tanks, filty-five (55) pits, and ¢leven (113 small spills.

A minimum of twenty-gix (26) species of migratory bivds were foomd (Figure 1), The actual number
is much higher becanse twenty-three (23) birds were classificd as unspecificd migratory songbird.
Additionally, thers were five (5) quail {Slate cases) and one {1} Rock Dove (No prosecution), Gther
dead animals Tound include: one {13 Tiger Salamander, two (2) Box Turtles, one (1) rodent, onc (1}
Hoary Bat, and seven {7} other bats (sp. ).

Figurc 2. Total of all birds found during cil ficld investigations in west Texas from October 1998,
through Jaly, 2002,

Two (2} Green-winged Teal
Five (5} Blug-winged Teal
One (1} Norihern Shoveler
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Two (2) Gadwail

Two {2 Redhead

0ne (1} Lesscr Scaup

Two (2) Avihya sp.

One (1) Bulllehead

One (1) Bora

One (1) American Coot

Two {2} Bobwhite

Three (3) Quail sp.

Eight (8) Mourning Dove
Four (4) Roclk Dove

Seven (7) Grealer Roadrunner
Four (4} Comimon Barn Owl
One (1} Burrowing Owl

Four (4) Commaon Nighthawl
Two (2} Mighthawk sp.

One (1) Northern Flicker

One (1) Great Crested Flycatcher
Four {4) Western Kinghird
Three {3) Kingbird sp,

Two (2) Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
One (1) American Crow

Four (4) Northern Mockinghird
Thrae {3) Dickeisscl

Three (3} Savannal Sparrow
One (1) Dark-eyed Junco

Ome (1) Blackbird sp.

Three (3) Meadowlark sp.
Two (2} Great-lailed Grackle
Two (2) Grackle sp.

One (1) Oriole sp.

Three (3} Western Flycatchers

Twenty-three (23) Unspeeified migratory songbird

SOUTH TEXAS OILFIELD TASK FORCE

Special Agents (SAs) from the San Antonio sub-district conducted the following enforecment
operalions in South Texas for the period 5/2000 through 5/2001,

In Augusi 2000, based on previous investigation, the SA from Laredo, Texas, mailed a Violation
Notice and cover Icticr to TIDELANDS OII. CORPORATION. The Violation Notice charged
TIDELANDS with a violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in comiection with two (2) dead
migratory hirds found dead in an open oil lank owned by TIDELANDS. A coliateral of $400 wag
paid by the owner of TIDELANDS OIL CORPORATION an October 31, 2000,
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n November, 2000, SAs Mrom the San Antonio Law BEnforcement office investipated a call about
opet oil pits in the Somerset, Texas, area. Several feathers and bird parts were discovered at the site
and were submiited to the Forensics Laboratory for identification purposes. SAs returned to the site
a few weeks later to inspect some lanks at the site that Agcnts were unable to inspect (16 ladder) on
the inttial visil. No additional dead birds were discovered. The investigation is being coordinated
with the Texas RRC.

SAe from San Antonio, Corpus Christi and Laredo, Texas, participated ihan oll production facility
inspection in Nueces, Kleberg and San Patricio couniies. Two (2) teamms of SAs visited
approximately ninety (90) oil produetion facilities documenting any federal or state vielations
engountered, No federal violations were documenied during the Operation, Tut several state
violations were, The information will be forwarded to the Texas RRC Tor followup.

An oilficld inspection tasle force s tenratively planned for late smmmer - early fall 2002 in South
Texas. The results and data from this opetation will be provided in a supplemental ropori.

TV.R. Signilicant Changes o Previous Proposal

Due to retirements and tranafers of intually assigned SAs, the roles and delegations of personnel
assigned to this project were adjusted accordingiy.
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¥1I. ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND PARTNERSHIPS
VI.A. Reles and Responsibilities

Law Enforcoment S4s Rob Lee gt Lubbock, Texas; Tom Ricardi at Cklahoma City, Oldahoma;
Greg Stover at Albuguerque, New Mexico; Steve Hamillon and Mile Merida at I't, Worih, Texas;
Glen Pye al Dallas/Ft. Worlh Airport, Texas; and Doug McKenns at Santa Theresa, New Mexico are
the primary ficld investigators and coordinators of task forec operations in New Mexieo, Texas, and
Oklahoma. These agenis will work under ihe oversight of Senior Resident Agents (SRAs) Toam
McKay at Oklahoma City, Okiahoma, Tom Karabanoll at Albuquorque, New Mexico, and Gary
Young at San Antonio, Texas. CGther SAs will he assigned to the projeet by SRAs McKay,
Karabanoff, and Young as necded,

Aerial documentation of violations will be conducied by SA/Pilot Greg Stover, Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

All case roports, and referrais of violations to the U.S. Autorney's office will be dona by the SAs.
The SAs will also be available te attend meetings held by either government agencies or other
ageneics identi fed as partnerships.

VLB. Partncrships

Federal Burcaw of Investigation

Environmenial Protection Admbmsgtration
Bureau of Tand Managemend

Cklahoma Corpaoration Commission

Oktalhoma Department of Environmental Quality
Oklahoma Departmient of Wildlile Conservalion
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Texas Railroad Commission

Phillips Peiroleum

New Mexico Game and Fish Deparbment

New Mexico Oil & Gas Congervation Commtission

All of the abave listed agencies will contribute between $4,000 and $20,000 to this joint elforl, At
a niinimum, the total partnership contribution is $44,000,
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xewyJouems Aeqg-o

VH. BUDGET

Yearl Year2 Year3 Yeard All
EXPENINTURES FY 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 Years
Personnel - Field 8 6,000.00 | 8 6,000.00 | 5 6.000.00 | $ 6,000.00 | $ 24,000,040
Personnel - Data Analysis § 000 | 5 0.00 | % ot | S 0.00 [ S o0
Personnel - Report Writing ¥ oD | 5 0.00 | s 0.00 | 5 4,000.00 | § 4,000.00
Personnel Subintal | 3 600000 | 8 6,000.00 | % 6,000,001 3 10,000.00 | 3 28,000.04
Travel 5 10,000,000 | S 10,000.00 | S 10,0040.00 | % 10,000,080 | 8 40,000.00
Supplies 3 1,000.00 | § 500.00 | § 50000 | % B00.00 | S 2,300.00
Equipment h 8,000,00 | % 10000 | § 10000 | 3 100.00 { 8 8,300.00
Other: Overflights and b 400000 ; 5 4,000.00 | 8 400000 | % 4.000.00 | $ . 16,000.60
Photography
RO Overhead (10% Operational) { 3 2.580.00 | 2.060.00 | 8 2,060.00 | § 249000 | $ 9,510.00
Non-PACF Analyfical 3 300000 1% 3.000.00 [ 8 3.000.00 | S 300000 1 8 12.000.00
Operativnal Subtofal | § 34,900.00 | § 2506000 | $ 25,660.00 | $ 3039000 | 5 116,610.00
PACF Analytical % 008 | § 000 | 8 000 | S 000 | $ 0.00
TOTAL | & 3400000 | 5 25.660.00 | $ 2566000 | $ 30590.0 | §  116,610.00

#8peecific expenditures such as Regional Office vverhead, cooperative agreements, ete., should be idenfified by adding the
appropriate number of rows to the table.
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VIII. REVIEW AND AI'PROVAL

Submiied by: __

Contaminanr Specialisi, Regional Olitee

Reviewed by:

Ervironmenial Contaminanis Coprdinator

Approved by:

Assistan! Regionnl Direcior, (Ecologicnl Serviees)

Approved by: /ﬂﬂ-ﬁ?’/’é’ %ﬁmﬁ

}_‘m‘j Asslslnnt){gginnal THrceinr, (L Enforcemend)

Approved by:

Repional Director
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