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ALEUTILY ISLAEDS BATIONAL WIIBLIFE REFUGE
Coid Bay, Alaska

HAERATIVE REFPCRT

September 19, - December 31, 1960

I. GENERLL

Weather Conditions.

The wezther in and around Cold Bay has been windy with snow, sleet and
rain. There were occasionzl nice days during this period.

The first hard freeze on the larger lakes and on parts of Izembek Bay
occurred on Hovember 17th. Below is a chart of the average monthly
weather data.

CLIMATCLOCICAL DATA FOR COLD BAY AREA FROM U.S5., WEATHER BUREAU

Sept. Cet. Nov. Deg,
Temp. Max, 70 57 LE L3
Min. 37 2h 11 1L
Ave. 47.2 4o.7 32.8 33.3
Precipit. {in.) - 2.92 . L,11 - 8.94 L.75
Snow & Sleei Total 0. 2.9 16.3 20.5
Winds (MPH) Max. 39 L6 58 65

Ave, for month 15.0 18,6 22.h 19.4

Weter Conditions.,

The lskes and strecams fluctusted from normsl to flood levels in accordance
with the weather.

Fires,
No fires were observed or reported.

II. WILDLIFE

Waterfowl.

1. Geese. Because I did not arrive in the Cold Bay area until September,
the exact time that the waterfowl migration began is not known to me.
However, large flocks of brant, lesser Canada, emperor geese, and various
ducks were here when I arrived. In fact, this was my first experience



cbserving such 2 high concentrztion of waterfowl in one area. To see
the water covered with black brant snéd to hezr thousands of them cackling
at one time was sn experience I'11 never forget,

To my kaowiedge, there were no great changes in the population of these
birds from the time of my arrival until their migration fo the scuth.
At slmest any time, it was possiblie to drive out to Grant's Point and
count ien to twelve thousand brant in the Bay while looking toward Glen
and Operl Islends. :

On Gctober 8th, an estimated 25,000 to 30,000 brant were observed during
a boat trip from Grant's Point to ¥offet Bgy. Only a2 few hundred of
these btirds were seen in Moffet Bay proper. The land arez there is quite
level and swampy and seemed to be preferred by cackling, lesser Canads,
emperor geese, and various species of ducks. It was in this particular
area thzt the grectest cencentration of cackling geese was observed this
fall.

A few days later another boat trip wes made to Applegate Cove with Mr,
Mike Uttecht and 2n estimated 35,000 to L0,000 brant were observed en-
route. Ten ithousand (10,000) to 12,000 lesser Canada geese were sighted
flying from the inland nearby after feeding on berries in the low rolling
hills,

3

Since the birds were constantly moving while we covered the length of
Izembek and Moffet Bay, in & wigzag manner, only an estimate of the totsl
population can be made. It is believed that about 100-125,000 brant,
38-1i2,000 lesser Canada and cackling geese, and 10-12,0C0 emperors used
the area for resting and feeding.

Snow geese were observed on twe different occasions. A.single snow
goose was sighted flying with a flock cf lesser Csnada geese; at a later
date z flock of fourteen was encountered in the Inffet Bay arez.

The only white-fronted geoose the author saw this fall was in a hunter's
bag.

Ho bird bands were reported at the station this fail.

An interesting sidelight was noted while checking hunters in the field.
One team of Air Force hunters was carrying z spimning rod and spoon with
large treble hocks as pert of their hunting equipment. They asserted
that they had szved with it three geese that had dropped too far out in
deep water to be retrieved any other way.

By the end of the first week in Hovember there was cuite z noticezble

drop in the number of brant. On lovember 9, brant were observed flying
very high and erratically rsther than in their ususl roller-coaster manner,
low over the water. That evening several Cold Bey residents heard flock
after flock of geese pass over toun. It was the brant!



E.

: th & erisp LU-mile-per-hour
wind blowing from the ncrth-northwest, severzl large liccks of lesser
Cansda geese followed a similor patlern.

Izembek Day looked like z barren birch iree thal had lost its autumn
spiendor, except for the emperor peese and increasing muwber of in-
coming diving ducks.

2., Ducks, The iargest concentrziion of game ducks seen this f211 were
pintaiis. This concentrztion near the head of Moffet Bay, estimated at
18,000-20,000 birds, was the largest group seen tc tzke wing st anylime.
Similzrly, & few cays lster, a flock of about one~third this size was
seen to itake wing from z lske adjacent to Applegete Cove. Just when
these birds came inlo and moved ocut of Izembek Bay is not know., It has
been ssteblished thet some pinteils and mallsrds stey in the Ceold Bay
zres and gurrounding islands g1l winter. Although they appeared the
most abundant of the puddle ducks they did nct make up the bulk of ithe
hunters! bag =success.

On the basis of 132 Air Torce duck hunters, wmellerds mezde up 324 of ihe
take, pintails 25%, gadwall 21%, with green~-winged tezl, widgeon, scaup,
harleguin, snd shovelers the remzining porticn. In goose huniting, emperor
geese nade up 73% of the take.

m e

One mgle canvashack duck was taken by a loczl hunter from a flock of
seven or eight. It wes the only observzition made of this species for
the season.

Starting the middle of Hovember, there was a2 preat influx of Steller's,

3
Pacific, and king eiders as well zs ¢ld scuaw and harleguin dvcks iua the
baye., During the nexl few weeks thelir breeding plumsges became conspicuous.

3. Swmng, Swas were nobed in family groups throughout the fall. A izke
near irout Creek, just ouiside town, aparently lad food io taeir likiang,
It was & rare ocecasion when one could not see three to five adulis and
cygrete gliding gracefully through the water or feeding 2zt the far end of
the dake. HNineleen swane were counted on one occasion. The last obser—
vation of swans wes made on October 19, shortly before the small iakes
froze. )

Upland Jame Birds.

funters were afforded good plarmigan hunting during most of September,
efter which flocks began to form and become warier as they oblaiped their
winter plumage. Two flocks, about L0 and 65 each, were cbserved near the
base cf Frosty Pesk and Bear Creek on Cetober 16, A distant fleeting
glance of z large Tlock was seen in the rolling hille near Applegstie Cove
on Hovember 10.

Big Came Animals.

1. Browm Besr. Eleven brown beers were known fo have been taken by
hunters in the ares this season. They ranged frem oiPS of ihe year 1o



seven znd : T the season, most of
them were ¢ iong the sirszns SpEYnE celmen were pilentiful.
Leter thcy moved ic the besches znd sloughs locking for food.

Eisht hesrs, =2 i tWe b, & sow with three cubs and two singles,
were comted from Ouipost Number Three,~2 point on the narrew sitrip of
nd ranning bebween Izembek and Cold Bzy, on October 19.
a1 ¢ Fa .

The Ygranddaddy-of-bears" was spotied feeding on 2 dead whale belween

Moffet Point and Cape Leonteovitch. An old itine uife, present at ths
time, s2id it was well over zn eleven-foot bear. Some tracks in the
s 2 ¥ ts a st

L]
nd mezevred twelve inches wide and eighiteen inches 1on£—-t¢
1,
[l

Only one hesr Anﬂa;p nrehlem was reporied during this period. A young
bezr did mincr damazge 1o & turbo-jet ozl thal was left beached over
£

night nesr the mouth of Russell Creek. Twelive bear permits were issued

for Unimak: Island, Two bear huniters repcrted they had spent eighteen

deys on the Island apd saw only one bear.

2.7 Cszribou. Ceribou were ver" scarce cround Cold Bey this yezr. Two
zhted on the slopes zhove Moffet Bzy. Three were reporied ss
eer near the Outer “rker and two singles bebween Frosty Feak

end Bzldy. One, neor Frocty, was the only one taken by & hunter.

Other Mammale

An aeriesl ses otter survey was conducted in the Shumsgin Islands around
Simeoncf and Little Koniuvii or November 15. The weather wes guite good
thet dav. A light covercast zllowed us to see some depth intc the gea,
thus enzbling us teo count ithe animals that dove shead of us. 7Two othe
ODSP“me and I cournied [ sround Simecrnof aznd 110 around

ttle Koniuji. Several yesrs age the ) opu;auﬁon was higher. Research
is reguired to <o e : regsen for the smaller populstion., Whether
thie is due Lo an inadeguate food su;pl? or = general migration is not
now knowmn.

4 single sea otier was observed approximately cne-helf rile from Grant's
Feint in Izembek Bay on October 13.

Damage was done %o the Fid reley cable, cozied with plastic, near the
Outer Marker by either cub bears or wolverines. Hearly one mile cf

cable bad to be replaced and other smell sections spliced, The cable
was then buried, as recommended by the Denver Research Laboratory, %o

rprevent further damage.

£ femzle fur sesl touok the limelight in Ccld Bay on November 20. She
was found by two FAA Perscnnsl while crossing overland from Izembek Bay
to Cold Bay, a2 land distance of approximetely three miles. After being
kept ag housegnest for three dzvs--watching her flamboyant ways~-her
eight and measurements were taken, and then released in Cold Bay.



Beczuse of the low fur prices only two pari-time ireppers made z few
rink sets. They reported trapping as being very poor because cf the
freezing conditions and water fluctuations.

= few silvers were cbserved in Besr Creek.

L3

T
rd

Fish.
ilver selmon fishing using spinping gear was very good until the first
nart of October in Frosty, Russell, and Trout Creeke. As lzte as Hovember
2

UVU m

Dolly Varden fishing remeined good until the weather chilled the fisher-
nen to the point where more enjoyment cculd be had by telking abcut the
L. I

favorite spols around the Iireside,
IIT. ErFUCGE DEVELOPMERT AND MAIWTENLNCE

Physical Development.

General maintenance and tuneup work was conducted on both jeeps, using
the limited kmowledge of the Refuge Monager with engines. (Hote: my
past experience with vehlcles has been to itake it lo the nearest gerage

~-out here there sre none.)

0t werehouss were dismantled giving

N
ase
r S

© BhaCe.

[

Pipe racks in the vesxr of our prese
us zbout cre~fourth w Tor store
A new floor wae 1zid in the Headguarters kitchen. Uryv-rot hed worked
its way through the flooring and subfliocer, giving it an gir ¢

effect not desirable in winter months. Floors 4 &

room were palnted,

H

Yo field invest
mertionsd eszrli

gztions were undertaken cther than the sea otier survey
T—T,-‘-

the report.

. ,
Recresticnsl Uses.

Was very good. They had twe wsekly £1

Public relations between the Service and the U.S. Air Force duck camp

%s, wezther permiitting, beltween

e
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FOWL

WATER
REFUGE  *-Feminm i MONTHS OF Sank T0 _1ae. » 19
: « (2)
$ Weeks of reporting period
(1) : : : : : : : : : :
Species : 1 : 2 : 3 : L : 5 6 : 7 : 8 : : 10

Swans: T ; ,

Whistling 50808 Last obsprvered Ock. 19

Trugpade Reportpd about 1P winter op Amchitks|and slsewhere on thé refure.
Geese:

Canada agser 38-&2.[00t. Largpst # seen|Oct. Lasp seen Now| 16.

Cackling 8-1,090 T Last| seen Oct.

Brant 100-125,000% Pehlk in Septl Last sepn Hov. 9.

White-fronted One t-fen by hunxer, the ohly one obporved.

Snow Two injone flock|of Lesser|Canadas; |8-0 obseryed in one|flock.

Blue HONR

Other Jnperor 10-12,{00% Winﬁey here and] surroundihe $alends
Ducks:

Maliard 20,000{+ Alwsys pbserved ip small flpcks. lFreLent at enf of reporping veriofl

Black NON& '

Gadwall 1,000+ Lest obgkrved in Opt.

Baldpate am, Widgeod Mous obmerved buE raported] az being pn the refjige.

Pintail , 20,000F Seen in pne flock fn Oct.

Green-winged teal 5,0004 Last birfls sighted| in Oct.

Blue-winged teal NOKJ ‘

Cinnamon teal HONK

Shoveler 7-800% Last obeerved in Opt.

Wood NOHE

Redhead None ohserved.

Ring-necked Wone ohserved.

Canvasback 7«8 gibhited durihg the segFon in one| flock.

Seaup  (peater 15«20,000 Last ofpserved in| Cet, befoke lakes floze over.

Goldeneye 300+ ¥hrst obserped in latp Oct.

Bufflehead 300+ Ffirst ohsemed in lutp Oot.

Ruddy Hone

Other

Coots

-

Sy

OTHER SIUE OF PAGE.







(Nov. 1945)

Refuge Piditd Vish i i e

TGRATORY“BIRDS
(other than waterfowl)

..................... Months oy o N TSI S
(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6)
Species First Seen Peak Numbers Last Seen Production Total
| Number |Total # | Total Estimated
Common Name Number Date Number Date Number Date Colonies| Nests Young Number
I. Water and Marsh Birds:
IT. Shorebirds, Gulls and
Terns:

flouesuseeineed full A0 gy renldents o0l | Dew.
Pelaple Cnpnovont 1%& Bant, Pasidants ﬁG ke 1.
CSandoelasted Tlover V4 Baph, 100 Ot ?f T
Yagtarn Sandplpaw B Renbe 35 Do,
Lozet Tapdplpes 1o Ganie ' M| Dea,
fardhara Mhalavsoe 0 Bapt, 10 o,

(over)




LR R e any

SUHIE HAWNVD ANVIIN S—HN WIo]

3

(1) — (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
III. Doves_and Pigeons:
Mourning dove
White-winged dove
Iv. Predaceous Birds: , )
Goltthf eagle » Hnld Fel00  rhetdept vopulivilon

DudiF i
Ho et owl 5 Hnouwy ;Ssg-a‘i lwgwwmd LH SGOR @L J'iﬁiﬁhﬁﬁ!ﬁll in Dae,
Magpie ‘ 20 residpnd comulikion
Raven 300 rasidpnd ospulition
Crow a rer o v -

Yatoon, Porgring w15 Hapd. 3 alghtad 4n Paw,

Gyrfnloon el Bepl.

Reported by j . -
INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Species: Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Edition, and list group in A.0.U.

First Seén:
(3) Peak Numbers:
(4) Last Seen:
Production:

(5)

Total:

order. Avoid general terms as "seagull"”, "tern", etc. In addition to the birds listed on
form, other species occurring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro-
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National '

significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes to Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes)
IIT. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes)
IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strigiformes and predaceous

Passeriformes)
The first refuge record for the specles for the season concerned.

The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
The last refuge record for the species during the season concerned.
Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts.

Estimated total number of the species using the refuge during the period concerned.




(April 1946)

Refuge

e de b b MV B B Lo e BT WL E MEF UGS

Months of

o yuaw, y 19 fin)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(7)

i 3 Young Sex
Species Density Produced Ratio Remarks
o8 b < | Estimated
4 %?*é 21 d g Pertinent information not
o-dH>EA] i .
Cover types, total Q o~ |d a e 3] o specifioally requested,
. o ql+ ‘ 518859 N .
Common Name acreage of habitat E sola g Percentage | 2 o #1202 List introductions here,

vy
Byuwpndgns

fd

wnd il

A ok

Toadroeiile, O1depr

45T, G0ammen

vl Befure ned 8

ta tHiw

R

2

PO o
Hing Y

s vl




g I89) JI¥PUSE] ; azngay e L

INSTRUCTIONS
Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,#
(1) SPECIES: Use correct common name,
(2) DENSITY: Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs (public

hunts, etc.). Detailed data may be omitted for species accurring in limited
numbers. Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this
information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area
of cover types., Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired
information but not so much as to obscure the general picture, Examples: spruce
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short
grass prairie, etc., Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series
Nc. 7 should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual
observations and counts on representative sample areas, Survey method used and
size of sample area or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

(3) YOUNG PRODUCED: Estimated number of young produced, based upon observations and actual counts
in representative breeding habitat.

{4) SEX RATIO: This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc, Include data on
other species if available.

(5) REMOVALS: Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period.

(6) TOTAL: Estimated total number using the refuge during the report period. This may

include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons,

(7) REMARKS: Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey. Also
include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

# Only colunns applicable to the period covered should be used.

17059



Form NR- ‘
Calendar Year - op2-

(June 1945) Refuge _ —aetn
‘ ' ‘ (7}
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) Estimated (8)
Species Density . Young Removals Losses Introductions Total Refuge Sex.
Froduced _ ‘ Population Ratlo
‘ Cover types, total | wl s J s8], At perlod | As of
Common Name Acreage of Habitat Number | S & ’ g '*gj 21 8 b Source of Dec.
-'é S % nwl® 2lEea r‘é Greatest 31
AEba|led | n|A|FS & use
Earhbons fonfeneiibo 1500 nd \
‘ on fnterl ¥ ol ¢fjo| o Jel e o o 0 e e 2
Sl b fondeseliie 15,000 soves ' - |
| on Adsk 6+ (o] vlel o oo o |6 o an+ 20+ 4587009
Bir, Heny %@mmm_ﬁ:&;@ 100 se @l s
ety Uardends 4 Pl e|l0l oolel 8 o o & ¥ ? 4
.
Remrks: n B o - o i N Y ¥ S . . r . . 5 T & 8 ; ' :
o observetionn wors sade.  Faoart fron U.5. Mepines of Adsl thefs wors abllenst § aov eslven,

Bo yoporbo werg sent fo this office foon hesd Funbees on Usteoh.

Reported by




Form NR-3Z

(1)

(2)

(6)
(1)

(8)

SFECIES:

DENSITY:

S AVIUIVIYL L AVIW PCLT-E

INSTRUCTIOKNS

- BIG GAME

Uge correct common name; i.e., Mule deer, black-tailed deer, white-tailed deer. It is
unneceseary tc indicate sub-species such as northern or Loulsiana white-tailed deer.

Detailed data may be omitted for specles occurring in limited numbers. Density tc be

‘expressed in acres per animal by cover types. ‘This information 1s to be prefaced by a
.statement from the refuge menager as to the number of acres in each cover type found on

the refuge; once submitted, this informatlion need not be repeated except as significant
changes occur in the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to fur-
nigh the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. FExamples:
spruce swanp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, shcrt
grass prairie, etc. Standard type symbole listed in Wildiife Management Series No. 7
should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual observations
and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and size of semple area

or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

YOUNG PRODUCED: Estimated total number of young produced on refuge.

REMCVALS:

LOSSES:

Indicate total number in each category removed during the year.

On the basis of known records or reliable estimates indicate total lcsses in
each category during the year. ‘

INTRODUCTIONS: Indicate the number and refuge or agency from which stock was secured.

TOTAL REFUGE ‘
POPULATION: - Give the estimated pOpulation of each gpecies on the Iefuge at period of ite

SEX RATIC:

greatest abundance and also as af Dec. 3l.

Indicate the percentage of males and females of each speclies as determined from
field observations or through removals. 116008
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Form NR-4
(June 1945)

Refuge .

SMALL MAMMALS

Year endingrdprids30, - op

et e i e

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Species Denseity Removals Disposition of Fare
- - Total
Share Trapping o8l
. A Popula-
+> S -} g:o ‘@ ‘*a‘) -2' g‘ 'g ’
Cover Types & Total | Acres .?-? o rE4 ror:’ kY ;Jn)g 2 ® ¢ e ‘:fg A E tion
Per 1H|5E(BE g |ug et | EE I FG 1 Ho) e | g
Comnmon Name Acreage of Habitat Animal| @ |@ 831831 2 I1E & | Number 5 & p“.:’_ﬁ SA2IE 128 B
Bink 1508 By, wi. ] gle o & ® & o { o } N ¥
Pl Fow 1HW e, Bl FoopBIR IR | O & ¢ “ o £ o ?

foomd Ofbay
Halrorine

fronnd
Hat pewl

Apabin
B

¥iae Yoz

* Iist removals by Predator Animal Hunter

e ——

LA we, mi,

1506 . B3,

T8O w. 2l

P TRD G neron

e enn

al

&

%

n
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£

£

3
24
fve
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&
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3

&

bt

EE

b 2

o

L1

RFMARKS:

Brow Torow wary Yokan Tros
eantred el we Alad snlpein

Lolnpd and Yeelespochnsl.
warra dpacvered,

T ol

Reported by _
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INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-4 - SMALL MAMMALS (Include data on all specles of importance in the management program; 1. e.,
muskrats, beaver, coon, mini, coyote. Data on small rodents may be omitted except for
estimated totel population of each species considered in control operations.)

(1) SPECIES: Use correct common name. Example: Striped skunk, spotted skunk, short-
talled weasel, gray squirrel, fox squirrel, vhite-tailed Jackraddbit, etc.
(Accepted common names in current uge are found in the "Field Book of North
American Mammals" by H. E. Anthony and the "Manual of the Vertebrate Animals
of the Northeastern United States" by David Starr Jordan.)

(2) DENSITY: Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs.
Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited numbers.
Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This informa-
tion is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted,
this information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in
the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish
the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general picture.
Examples: spruce swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottom
land hardwoods, short grass prairie, etc. Standard type symbols listed in
#ildlife Management Series No. 7 should be used where possible. Figures sub-
mitted should be based on actual observations and counts on representative
sample areas. Survey method used and size of sample area or areas should be
indicated under Remarks.

(3) REMOVALS: Indicate the total number under each category removed since April 30 of the
previous year, including any taken on the refuge by Service Predatory Animal
Hunter. Also show any removals not falling under headingslisted.

(1) DISPOSITION OF FUR: On share-trapped furs list the permit number, trapper's share, and refuge share.
Indicate the number of pelts shipped to market, including furs taken by Service
personnel. Total number of pelts of each species destroyed because of unprime-
nese or damaged condition, and furs donated to institutions or other agencies
should be shown in the column provided.

(5) TOTAL POPULATION: Estimated total population of each specles reported on as of April 30.

REMARKS: Indicate inventory method(s) used, size of sample area(s), introductions, and

any other pertinent information not specifically requested.
32715
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Calendar Year

‘Refuge
o ALEUT!AN ISLANDS MNATION

AL WihpLiFE RES LG

960
Miscellaneous
Use

Total Use ‘ . Hunting Fishing
Visitor-Days Use Use

|
|
|

Where practidd$lf by means of occasion¥tispot checks, or other me}heds show by percent agél visitor-days the
breakdown of the above figures and other related information:

Hunting (on
refuge lands): Percent Visitor-Days. Acres Miscellaneous: Percent Visitor-Days
Waterfowl | o Recreation *
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Assistant Refuge Manager, with young Pemale fur seal found crogsing
overland from Igembek to Cold Bay.
Photos by Jack Nyholm
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One of the few mink taken around Cold Bay this season.




Refuge Managers quarters and office at Cold Bay.
Photos by Vern Berms.

Quarters for Aissistent Refugs Manager- fne wing of the old Pheater
of Operations Building made into living gquarters.
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Proposed Site for new F.W.S. Headquarters buildings at Cold Bay, Alaska

A limit of Emperor geasse taken by hunter in late November.
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