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ALEUTIAN ISLANDS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
AND
IZEMBEK NATIONAL WILDLIFE RANGE
NARRATIVE REPORT
May 1, 1963 - August 31, 1963
I. GENERAL

A, Weather Conditions. The principal activities reported herein
were conducted under conditions of intimate association with the
weather, and its influence was recorded in the personal impressions
of the participants. Thus;, mention of the expedition to Buldir Island
conjures a picture of wind and rain;, while those to Chapgulak and
Kasatochl evoke memories of calm winds and an olly sea,

Generally, the summer weather has been stormier than usualg
and on the Izembek Range, at least;, more rainfall has accumulated,
for at the time of writing the lakes are at flood level,

The reason for the stormier weather in the western Aleutians
(and this fell at the time of the Buldir Islard expedition) was’
the fallure of the storm track to move north into the Bering Sea.
Instead it pursued the winter course right down the "Chain",

Clhmtol%cal Data for the Cold .Area obtained from the
= 0. 5. Weather u

Ma June Jul st
Temperature (°F) Max. ﬁl 56 BT é%
Min, 26 33 42 38
Avg, 4.8 45.9 50.6 50.6
Precipitation (inches) 1.32 1.6 4,28 2.69
Snow arnd sleet (total) 0.9 0.0 0,0 0,0
Winds . (MPH) Max. 43 4o 38 4y
Winds avg. for month (MPH) 16.1 17.1 15.8 15.6

Peak Gusts (MPH) 55 53



D

Climatological Data for Aclak obtained from the U.S. Naval Weather Service

June Ju t
Temperature (°F) Max, %‘ 5% 5511 %&E‘
Min, 38 35 46 s
Avg. 41 43 51 51
Precipitation (inches) 5.81 3.52 2.23 0.98
Snow and sleet (total) 1.8 T 0 0
Winds (knots) Max, 54 46 56 L} ]
Winds avg. for month (knots) 11 12 09 10

B. Habitat Conditions.,

1, Water. Water management is not practised on either the
Aleutian YsIand Refuge or the Izembek Range.

2. PFood and Cover. On the Izembek Range, the focus of
attention 1S on the eelgrass beds for these are the golden eggs
that produce the geese., This year a study of eelgrass production
in the Aleutian Islands - Izembek Bay area was initiated, leading
to a knowledge of the growth of the grass and the conditions of
the envirorment that produce this growth. No data are as yet
available, although extensive observations have been recorded.

It is expected that more useful infomtion will begin to emerge
in the second summer of the study.

Eelgrass production in the Izembek Range, as superficially
observed year to year (based on density), was high. In addition

seed production was high.

Eelgrass of the so-called variety latifolia was observed
in sizeable beds in Portage Lagoon, Atla Tsland. This is the
western-most record in the Aleutian Islands except for the
experimental introduction on Adak Island.

This experimental introduction of eelgrass was still going,
i1.,e., there were plants still alive, although less than the origimal
planting. The planting was on such a limited scale that inimical
factors could be expected to domimate., Even so, some of the plants
had survived two years,

On the heath of the Izembek Range berry production, principally
crowberry ( trum )y was good. E. ni is the chief pro-
ducer of berries use waterfowl year in year out and cranberry
(Vaceinium vitus-idea) is second. The latter 1s markedly less constant
in production, and the volume this year would be rated fair,

Other berries, of less importance to waterfowl but in some
cases of considerable importance to other wildlife (notably Alaska
brown bear) show variable production. Salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis)













or grassy slope that we visited revealed the presence of geese,
We have no way of knowing if the 120 adults observed on the lake
represent the entire non-breeding population, which 1s a oity,
for our observations of a year ago suggest that there are more
birds on the south side than on the north. Thus we still cannot
estimte with accuracy the muber of geese on the Island, however,
the population appears to be in a healthy state.

The presence of a brood was not difficult to determine, for
apparently the home range of the brood is quite limited, and
droppings accumulate rapidly. Except in the tallest cover the
birds revealed themselves, by the accumulation of droppings, by
the open presernce of the adults and, by the scurrying of the
goslings from cover to cover. Once located, they were not gener-
ally difficult to catch. A certain hazard attaches to this enter-
prise because of the avalanches, which are active. The numerous
star-shaped impact marks oroduced on rocks by heavy rocks falling
from above, mutely attest the nature of the hazard. Then too, the
interstices among the rocks of the avalanches invite unwary feet,
None the less, the charm of the clirr-dwelling geese beckoned to
us and we found ourselves again and again upon the avalanches,

No:"are these cliffs and avalanches otherwise devoid of life,
Quite the contrary. They are in fact densely inhabited by thousands
of Alcids, but more of that later.

A total of eighteen goslings were caught, held captive, and
later transferred to Denver. Three of these were appreciably
smaller than the rest; too smmll as it developed, for two ulti-
mately died. The decision to stop with eighteen birds was 1n
recognition of the saturation of our facilities.,

Crates measuring 24" X 18" X 16" were prefabricated at Adak
of light weight materials and assembled at Buldir. These consisted
of a framework covered on the sides, top, and bottom first with
burlap and then with poultry netting. The ends were 1/4" plywood,
- which furnished the necessary stiffness, Inside, the birds stood
on 1/2" hardware cloth, under which there was a 3/4 inch space for
droppings to accmmlate on a sheet of waterproof bullding paper.
The size of these crates seemed large, but the probability of delays
enroute to Denver indicated the desirability of increased space. As
things developed there were delays, and the goslings remained in the
crates 75 hours. The sixteen survivors had achieved full growth
according to Erv Boeker by September 4th when they were transferred
to the Monte Vista Refuge.,



The final spring record of brant in mumbers on the lzewbek
Range is dated May 23rd, on which date there were 2500 to 3000
brant in Applegate Cove and about 200 in Hook Bay (Bechevin Bay).

A flock of about 200 Canada geese was sighted in Cold Bay
on May 12th, and on June 4th another flock of about 25 was recorded,

In Izewbek Bay a few brant remained all summer, as is usual,
but it is not lowwn if any of these nested in the ares, %ﬁmt
record of brant returning from the north is dated August 23rd, and
by the 20th there were large mmbers in the Bay, On this date the
f%t@&%w(ﬁwm”s)mobsmedmmm@mt”
Point., By the end of the period the avalamm ﬁdmtimmin

il swing.,

2., Ducks., In ﬁﬁd««ﬂm a single mzce Stene?“s eider was
chserved In a flock of harl@quin ducks at Amek Island. Later, at
Buldir Island a few harlequins and common eiders were obswv@d
One female harlequin, which we dubbed "the people watcher®, apperent-
lyquite@uriwsab@ut Our presence, smbackandforthatthead@
of the water on our beach, The other ducks observed at Buldir econ-
sis%edofamtmmnmam% two cammon teal hens, and two
red<breasted mergansers. At Chagulak Island &p@x"omm]y 50
m&e@ﬁm and a few common eiders were sighted,

The first Steller’s eiders in mubers are recorded about Round
Island in Izenbek Bay August 18th and 19th, Thereafter the influx
slowed almpst to & standstill, No faet is avallable to us at the
time of writing that would explain why 8o {ew of these birds arrived
on normal schedule,

3. Swans. Aerial cbservations of whistling swans were mde

¥nile conducting caribou counts on Unimek Island and the tip of the

Alaska Peninsula, On May 5th a nest contalning six eggs was recordsd
near Swanson’s lagochn, Tnis nest was bullt on a platform of grass
and was cbviocus {rom the air because the adulits had picked, for nest
building, all the grass for a radius of thirty feet {rom the nest.
Altogether seven nests, five of them on Unimak Island were recordsd
in May incidental tc the caridbou count,

Near Cape Lazaref on Unimek Island, thirty swans were cbserved
in & stream resting on & gravel bar May 21st. This is the largest
group sighted during the reporting period,

8, Cranes. Two little brown cranes were observed in the
sSwempy ares sbout midway down Unimak Bight, May 4th, June 14th
two others were cbserved flying near Russell Creek at Cold Bay,
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Much of the flying was done at high elevations so that
violations might be detected without alarming the violator, and
urder these circumstances fewer bears were observed than at lower
elevations, None the less, five to elght bears were sighted each
day. Many of these were considered daily sightlings of the same
animls feeding on carcasses of marine mammls washed ashore.

This summer the problem of bears making nocturnal excursions
into the town of Cold Bay and avalling themselves of the contents
of garbage cans became acute., This seems to be correlated with poor
salmon runs creating a want of natural food. Or at least this 1is
the generally accepted view, and perhaps 1t 1s correct. But it 1is
clear that were the garbage cans emptied each evening during this
critical period the problem would not exist. Late in the period
one unfortunate little bear, while exploring the storm porch of one
Cold Bay resident pushed the normally open door shut behind him,
There was, of course, no option but to shoot the bear, and consider-
able impetus was given to antl-bear attitudes. Haoolly the incursions.
of the bears terminated at that time and we carried the day. But the
maintenance of Alaska brown bear pooulations in close proximity to
human settlements is dependent on preventing the balting of bears
into towns.

The following 1s a list of bears taken in the Cold Bay area.
The measurements were furnished by the hunters.

Area Square measure Sex
Littlejohn's Lagoon gy on Male
Littlejohn's Lagoon 7! : Female
Thin Point Lagoon 10¢ Male
Thin Point Lagoon 10°* (Approx) ?
Cathedral Valley 9%+ Male
Cathedral Valley 8" 6" I
Swanson's Lagoon 67 ?
Swanson's Lagoon _ 8! Male
Trader's Cove 7' 8" Male

2. Caribou. A count of the Unimak Island caribou was made In
May, but weather unsuitable for flying intervened and the count 1is
incomlete. None the less, 904 animals were tallled in what 1is the
largest count since the 1950'5. :

The first calf noted was observed May 23rd.
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3. Peral reindeer. The writer visited Atka Island at Portage
Bay the 4th of Kugust. Several hundred reindeer were observed on
the high slopes, all of them apvarently having completed the moult.
The summer range was in excellent condition, although evidence of
grazing and trampling was apparent. We did not go above approximately
500 feet elevatlon, and to that level did not observe any lichens.
Five bulls were killed by hunters on thls occaslon and all five were
in excellent physical condition. Subcutaneous fat over the rum was
approximately two inches thick,

D. PFur animals, predators, rodents and other mammls.

1. Red fox. Foxes are currently abundant on the Alaska Peninsula
and Unimak. Numerous sightings of foxes were recorded during the bear
patrols and caribou counts,

A dense population of red foxes, reminiscent of the blue fox
population on Amchitka, was observed on Amak Island. The Island
was visited at low tide and numerous foxes were on the exposed shelf
adjoining the beach feeding on marine invertebrates,

2. Wolverine. None were observed on Unimak Island, however,
several were sighted on the Alaska Peninsula.

We have a report of one wolverine following a bear, to the
latters annoyance. The bear chased the wolverine into an alder
patch then went about its own business, only to have the wolverine
resume its shadowing. What might have happene d if the bear had not
detected the observers preserce and departed raplidly, 1s a subject
of interesting speculation.

3. Sea otter. At Buldir five mothers with pups, and four
lone adults were observed. Because of severe weather conditions
we were umable to make a complete circult of the Island and we
have nothing approximating a total figure,

At Adak, in the Bay of Islands, more otters than usual were
observed, and one young animal attacked the dory ln a most aggressive
manner,

4, Whales. In May several whales were observed travelling
in a northeasterly direction close to the beach of Unimak Island.
In early July two little piked whales were noted in Kagalaska Strait,
One of these jumped completely out of the water three times, creating
an impressive display.

5. Sea lions. We quote from Karl W. Kenyon's report of the
Buldir IsTand expedition: "The sand beach on which we landed on
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7 July was occupled by about 1,500 adult and subadult male sea
lions. This beach 1s the hauling grourd for a breeding colony
which extends around Northwest Point. The beaches of the smll
islets off Northwest Point are also used as hauling grourds.

The breeding colony 1s continuous along about 3/4 mile of beach.
On 11 July I counted and estimated pups (using a Veeder Root hand
tally) along this breeding beach. Most of the young were several
weeks old and just learming to swim, My total was 1,950 living
pups and 151 dead ones. Some of the dead had apparently been
trapped and crushed by boulders moved by adults during breeding
ground activity. One had apvarently been pinched to death by

the sharp roots of a drift log that had rolled onto it., The
colony was in constant activity, judging from the contirnual

roar at all hours of the day and night."

E. Hawks, falcons, % owls, ravens, and jaegers,

1, Hawks. An occasional marsh hawk was observed on the
Izembek Range.

2. Falcons. Peale's falcons were obser'ved on Buldir Island,
at least two pé'Irs of which were apparently nesting, One Peale's
falcon flew out from Kasatochi Island at the approach of the USS
MOCTOBI on August 4th, and after circling the ship, alighted on
the mast head,

On the Izembek Range an influx of gyrfalcons occurred at the
end of the period coincidentally with the appearance of migratory
waterfowl, One brood of gyrfalcons appears to have been produced
on the slopes adjacent to Prosty Canyon.

3. Bald eagles. A palr of bald eagles had established their
nest on the T'loor of the valley behind our camp site on Buldir Island.
Examination of the nest contents revealed, among other things, the
remins of Aleutian Canada geese. We reluctantly destroyed the eagles,

One other, an immature bird, was observed on the Island, The
following items were taken from the nest:

Glaucous-winged gull b juveniles
Glaucous-winged gull 1 adult
Glaucous-winged gull 1 egg shell
Aleutlan Canada goose 3 adults
Horned puffin 11

Tufted puffin 1

Crested auklet 1

Ancient murrelet 3
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Camercially the salmon runs were unprofitable in the Cold Bay
area, Izembek Bay was closed to commercial fishing virtually the
entire season, and thanks to this wise measure the numbers of
spawning salmon 1n the tributaries to the Bay were at a satis-
factory level, In some instances, notably the red runs, the
nurbers of spawning salmon were unusually high. This was not
true in the spawning beds tributary to Middle Lagoon, Morzhovoi Bay.

At Attu Island the salmon runs were apparently average but
historically these runs have never exhibited a correlation with
the rest of the "Chain". At Adak, salmon were almost non-existent.
We Inspected four widely separated spawning areas on the Island in
late July and early August without seeing a salmon,

6. Disease., None reported.

IIT REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A. ical devel nt. A headquarters installation at Cold Bay
m%ca@e on at the end of the period. This includes

three dwellings plus a service building, the latter to include a
laboratory and darkroom in addition to office, storage, and shop.

space.

Fireplaces, camp tables and refuge containers were provided
in three frequently used sites,

B. Plantings. None

C. Collections and receipts. None

D. Planned burning. Not a management practise in this area.

E. Pires. Our only grazing lessee, Mr. Chris Gumersen of Sanak,

s loss of his cabin on Caton Island, He attributes the
origin of the fire to a faulty flue,

IV, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

A, GCrazing., Caton Island, mentioned above, 1s the only one of
the islands in the Aleutian Refuge for which a grazing lease is
available, The lessee, Mr. Chris Gundersen, currently has forty

to fifty head of cattle on the Island. He 1s engaged in eliminmating
the scrub cattle that stem from an earlier period on the Island; and
substituting Hereford stock,

B. Haying. Not applicable.
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C. FE. harvest, The ADF&G collected a small number of sea otter
skins at Amchitka in August.

D. Timber removal. Not applicable.

E. Commercilal fis .« One salmon fisherman from False Pass used
a stake net across mouth of the creek flowing into Urilia Bay
on Unimak Island.

One commercial fishing operation, utilizing freezing facilities
aboard ship, was undertaken at Attu. Illegal methods were employed,
however, and it came to grief,

V. FPIELD INVESTIGATIONS OR APPLIED RESEARCH

A study of the growth and ervironment of eelgrass in a marine
lagoon was begun in this period. For logistics reasons the principal
field work is being done in Izembek Bay, with the more academlc
aspects belng done at the University of Washington 1n Seattle.

Dr. T. Saunders English, Department of Oceanography at the Unilversity
is furmishing technical guidance in the oceanographic aspects, while
Mr., Ronald C. Phillips of the Botany Department, Seattle Pacific
College i1s furnishing technical guidance in the botanical aspects,

C. Peter and Nancy McRoy are employed by the Refuge to conduct the
study.

The objectives of the study are:
a. To determine the gross production of eelgrass in the
study area, )
b. To determine the environmental conditions existing
during the period of maximum growth.

" ¢. To determine the environmental conditions present
throughout the range of population densities, from areas with
no grass to areas of maximum grass density.

d. To determine the usefulness of the study area as
an index to other areas.

VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS

A. Recreatiomal Uses, Fishing furnished the maln recreatiomal
outlet Tor the period. Others were beachcombing the Bering Sea
beaches for glass balls (fishing floats), seal hunting, hiking,
and late in the period berry picking and hunting (orincipally
for ptarmigan).




B. Refuge yisitors.

Name
Averill Thayer
Tracy McGuin
Bill Tedder
Carl Moses
Mr, & Mrs, Omar

Stratmn
Karl W, Kenyon
Erwin L. Boeker
Alex Peden
Milstead C. Zahn
David L. Spencer
BEmll S. Pearson
Elmer I, Williams
Dan Hennick
Richard Wilner
Dwight Reynolds
Gay Ristow
Mike Dallam
Lee Martin
Robert Thompson
Ron Hayes :
Jim Branson
- Lado A. Kozely
James Sanford
Mike Uttecht
Fred Day

Chris Gurdersen

Kenneth Gilpin

Dr, Ole Mathlesen

David Henley

Claude St Amand

Louis J. Roberts

G. E. Bassett

Howard Spragg

Mr, & Mrs, Francis
Gillette

Richard E. Griffith

Ray Woolford

Title

Refuge Enforcement Agent

Resident Englineer

Construction Foreman

Entrepreneur

Alutan Village School

Blologist
Blologlist

Fish Blologist
USGMA

Reg. Ref. Sup.
General Engineer
Station Manager
Pish Blologist
Enlisted Man
Enlisted Man
Civilian Employee
Lieutenant
Captain

‘Gulde

Guide

Fisheries Enforcement

Economist
Captain

Fisherman and Guide

Station Chief

Pisherman and Cattleman

Protection Officer
Bilologlist

Pilot

Protection Officer

Topographic Surveyor

Persomnel Officer
Personnel Services

Chief, Branch of Wildlife

Refuges

Regioral Chief, Div. of

wildlife

wildlife Administrator

C. Refuge participation.
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Organization Purpose of

visit

BSFW Enforcement

FAA Inspection
Walsh & Co. Construction
Private Personal visit
Alaska Dept. Persomal visit
of Education

BSFW Buldir trip

BSFW Business

U of BC Research

BSFW Buldir trip

BSFW Inspection

BSFW Inspection

PAA Persomal visit

ADF&G Business

U.S. Navy Pleasure

U.S. Navy Pleasure

U.S. Navy Pleasure -

U.S. Navy Pleasure

UusMC Pleasure
Private Business
Private Business

BCF Enforcement

BIA Business

USAF Business
Private Persoml visit
U,S, Weather

L

BSFW

Personal visit

Personal visit
Business
Personal visit
Business
Court case
Surveying
Inspection
Inspection

Inspection
Inspection

Inspection

1. At Cold Bay Refuge Managers Jones ard Berms took part in
forming and gulding the Cold Bay Rod and Gun Club.
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2. At Adak Jones continued his participation in the Williwaw
Chapter of the Toastmaster’s Intermationmal. This participation
has exterded over nine years,

3. At Adak Jones, Berns, and USGMA Zahn spent an afternoon
with the officers of the Mobile Construction Battalion 10, more
widely known as Sea Bees, discussing various aspects of wildlife
in the Aleutians.

4, At Adak Jones, Berns, and Lt. Larry Ronan (Base Conservation
Officer) met with Milton H. Beuhler of the Bureau of Yards and Docks
to compile a wildlife inventory of the Adak Naval Reservation.

5. At Adak we cooperated with the North Pacific Salmon Investi-
gations persommel and those of the Fisheries Research Institute in
the use of our two vehicles stationed at Adak. This is a sort of
cooperation that works both ways, as these two organizations extend
valuable assistance to us,

6. At Cold Bay both Berns and Jones contimued as active members -
of the Volunteer Fire ard Crash Crew.

D. Hunting, See II, WILDLIFE, under Alaska brown bear.
E. Violations. |

Refuge Enforcement Officer Thayer and Assistant Refuge Manager
Berns investigated the killing of a smll bear by a Coast Guardsman
at Cape Sarichef. No Refuge permit had been issued in this case,
All the circumstances were not clear, however, it appeared that
while walking near their water supply on a foggy morning the Guardsman
encountered a bear at close range, and becoming excited, shot the bear.
He possessed a valid hunting license and professed intentions of hunt-
ing a large bear. A Refuge permit was then issued and the Guardsman
was required ¢o keep the small bear,

Berns and Thayer explained the Refuge regulations concerning
trespassing on the Refuge with vehicles, to the Coast Guard and
Air Force personnel at Cape Sarichef. These agencies have trespassed
to the extent of & bladed road to what they call First River, This
road runs from the Air Porce site east along the north side of the
Island., These people look upon their tour of duty on Unimak as a
form of banishment, and the Island as a sort of playground to ameiio-
rate their frustrations.

Signs proclaiming limits of vehicular travel on the Izewbek
Range were posted in June. This, of course, occasioned opposition
(ard support from some quarters) and in the absence of enforcement
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