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I. GENERAL 

A. Weather Conditions. 

Precipitation Max. Min. 
Snowfall This Month Normal Temp. Temp • 

January l* .12 • )6 S5 February J.2D: .WI 36 10 March • 
April &.u l . J.? .ss ~'1 

. 70 
Total ],5Z Extremes 
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Wat r c<mditions in this area are generally good. Most stock dall18 
and ponds are full as a result of late snows. Conditions to th 
east. a.r spotty with some areas reporting excellent water while 
adjacent areas report the o dismal conditions of the past 
several years . 

2. Food and Cover. 

No crops of any type were raised on the retu&e last sW!IlJ4er . Spring 
migrants were. forced to forage f.,r the!ltSelves vhich.t of co·urse, 
they are quite adept at doing . Geese frequented the stubble fields 
tor volunte r grain ast of the center mit . Just before pulling out 
large flocks or white-fronts were observed cleaning up corn fields 
in the proposed oquisition area. . 

Puddle ducks concentrated in the center · unit and the .flooded por
tions ot the south unit were n tural foods are abundant. During 
the peak of the migration corn and stubble fields were literally 
alive with field t eding species of ducks. 

Cover conditions are better than last year but far from being 
excellent. The Corps permits year- round use on th lands that they 
lease and consequently, the ranchers grazed the meadows during 
the fall and winter. Thia typo .of. practice will not be allowed 
when the Service assumes management of the area. 

ll WILDLIFE 

A. Migratory Birds . 

1. Geese. A nock of 100 canadas were t h firs t igrants of the 
spring . Approximat ly SOO birds wero using the refuge the last 
week of March with some stragglers remaining to late April . Divided 
:J.nto 4 or $ groups, these geese showed a preference for the shore• 
line in the north unit. 

White-fronts began building up t he last week of March and by early 
April peaked a.t nearly 2000. These geese no doubt came from two 
goose concentration areas to the south o£ Poe sse. Blue Blanket 
Lake and Swan Lake. It seems likely that the spritlg population of 
white- fronts will build up as the refuge comes under full manage
ment within the next several years. 

Canadas and white- fronts showed little tendeney to mingle. Honkers 
wer usQally observed in small bunches while white-fronts tended 
to concentrate. Noted exceptions occurred while the birds were feeding. 
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2. Ducks . The spring migration was probably less spectacular than 
in most yesrs. Mild weather brought on a " trickle through ,. migra
tion and as a result no large concentrations buUt up on the refuge. 

The Missouri River, with hundreds o:f miles o!' newl.y flooded shore
line, was especially attractive to puddle ducks . The numerous pot
holes and sloughs immediately north of the r fuge also held high 
populations or ducks . 

For the most part tho migration was over when the pericxl closed. 
The breeding pair population appears substantially higher than last 
year. This was expect , however, ince ~~ p ol elevation was 
not reached l st year until July. Duck production could conceivably 
double last years 500 ducks. 

Other Waterbirds . 

White pelicans made their appearance on prU 12. Several double
crested cormorants were cbserved with the pelicans as they loa.t"ed 
in t.he n(lrth unit. Neither specit:s will probably nest here. 

The sandhill crane migration waa over when t he period ended. No 
cranes were observed or reported using the re£uge or " river bot tom" 
this spring. 

No grebes, herons, or bit terns were reo rded before the c:lose of 
the period. 

Shorebirds, Gullet and Terns . 
I 

Killdeer are surmncr residents and can be seen anywher along 
the lake shore. Small flocks of wilson's phararopes were ob
served as the period ended. 

Ring-billed gulls were quit common last summer during the 
.first year o.f flooding. A few franklin's gulls were also present 
during the summer but nei tber speci s nested. Both birds 

u;:~pci the area this spring and were present a.a the period ended. 

Doves. 

No large movement or mourning doves was noted this period. Approx
imately 100 were present at the end of th period. 

B • gpl.and GlUlle Birds. 

Ring-necked pheasants came through the winter in good condition • • 
Excellent cover .from last summer ' s heavy rains proVided the 
necessary winter roosting habitat which is often lacking in north-. 
central South Dakota. The south unit provices excellent nesting 
cover. 



Sharp-tailed gr ouse &ld hungarian partridge probablY don 't 
use the r efuge during the sum.":ler although both birds are seen 
in close pr oximity t o the refuge durina the winter months. 

C. Big-Gam Animals. 
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\iliite~tailed deer useJ the south unit on an intermittent basis . 
A fair population of both white-tail d and mule dee~ exist west 
of here along the Missouri River . 

D. Fur . Animals , Predator s , Rodents 1 and other Mamrnals . 

Beaver are probably present in the south unit althoUgh none 
have actually been sighted. The rising Missouri River has put 
the beaver on the mov and as a result these troubleso 
creatures have been reported seeking refuge 1n any area with 
w ter and trees . 

~~uskrats are not blished on the refuge but likely to b come 
permanent residents tdthin the next te~1 years . 

{ink are present in low numbers. One was r port d observed 
last .fall but none have been seen thi period. 

Skunk.t and raccoons are present but rarel y seen. We will 
likely see an increase in 'l'Oth ecies within the next few 
years • . 

Coyotes are rarely seen but are known to present on an 
off and on basis . P&RC has established bait stations both 
north and west of tho refuge. 

Coyote hunting with docs is gaining in popularity. Several 
hunting groups headquartered out of Pollock on weekends this 
winter and always managed to get l or 2 coyotes . 

Red !ox are probably numeroU$ although none have been seeu 
this period. 

Cottontail rabbits are ab'Wldant. Hunting season is open year• 
arotmd but the population is still underharvested. Jack

rabbit hunting during the winter months is a popular sport. 
The popul tion appears to be down .from the high of several years 

ago. 

E. Hawks , Eagles , Owl s 1 Crow, Raven, and Maseies. 

Marsh hawks ar year- around residents. Approximately 3 were 
present when the period closed. Rough-legged hawks are seen 
on oeeasion during spring and fall migration. 
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A single group or 9 bald eagles, 6 adults and 3 juveniles, was 
observed during the spring migration o£ March 17 along the 
Missouri River. 

Several short- eared owls winter ed on th refuge. A migration 
of short- ears was noted 20 mU s south of the refuge in April. 

?'l<lgpie.s are present year- around. The population is relativel,y 
low in this area. 

No crows were observed this peri(l(l. 

F • Other Birds. 

Horned larks were numerous along road shoulders and open fields 
during the entir winter. 

a. Fish. 

Northern pike, large-mouth bass and bluegill were. planted in 
refuge waters during the spring <md s\lllllller of 1962. No winter
kill occurred during th winter of 1962-1963. 

The folks in Herri d1 South Dakota were overjoyed when they 
realized that many o.t' the northerns planted in the refuge last 
summer had migrated to the ta.Uwaterb of their dam. They un
hesitatin~ stocked their dam with w t they like to refer t o 
as "Pollock fish" . 1\ 

H. Reptiles . 

No turtles or snakes were observed this period. 

I . Disease. 

None noted this period. 

III REFUGE DEVEU>PMENT AND l1AINTENANCE 

An Annual Water Management Plan was prepared by the rnanager 
and approved by the Regional O£!ice this period. 

Progral!l Schedules vere prepared for voth the refuge and the 
terfowl Production Areas assigned to Pocasse Refuge. 

Approximately 107 acres of native grass was seeded on Water
fowl Production Areas in McPherson County. 
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IV RESOURCE HANAG 

teases for the summer of 1962 were administered by the Corps 
of Engineers with termination date in February, 1963. Former 
landowners were notified by the Corps in March that 1963 
economic-use permits were to be handled b;t the u.s. ?ish and 
Wildlife Service since by that date the general plan and co
oper tiv agreement would have been completed. At ~~e end of 
the period the plan is yet to be completed and .:former landowners 
are clamoring to farm their former lands. 

Neither gency is sure who holds administrative authority over 
the are and consequently, the .. rvice makea recommendations 
to the Corps and the Corps makes recommendations to us. We 
both agrc d on letting the Corps administer the "outlea~ingtt 
within the refuge boundary for another year with a ServicQ 
clause providing for no h~ cutting before August 1st. 

This is undoubtedly the last year the Corps of Engineers will 
admird.ster leases within the refuge boundary. 

V F'IELD INVESTIGATION OR APPIJIEO ..,.SEl\RCH 

None. 

VI PUBLIC RELATIONS 

A. Recreational Uses . 

Recreational activities are at a standstill during the winter 
months except for a few ice skaters that used the recreational 
area during January and February. 

B. Rei"U&e ~isitors. 

1/30 
1/31 
2/4 
2/6 
4/10 

4/10 

Elmer Bellah 
Dave Fisher 
Eldridge McKay 
.Elmmett Foster 
Ed Crozier 
Marvin Lee, 
Lewis Smith 

GSA, Aberdeen Building lease 
USGVJA, Pierre Court case 
Editor, Pollock Pioneer Information on refuge 
S. D. Game, Fish & Parks Park development 
M 'r• Tewaukon Refuge, N.D. Transfer property 
Clerk, tt " 11 tt " 
State Warden, Mobridee Numerous - Violations 



C. Refuge Participation. 

Manager met with the Pcllock City Council on February 2 re• 
garding the overflow sewer line that dumps into the refuge. 
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Review d the development of the Pollock city park and recrea
tional area with State Park eruployoe, Em"'lett Foster. 

Manager re\~ewed biological studies at Lacre Refuge, Martin 
s. D. from l-1'arch 3-5. 

~..anager assisted '\orith coope-rative white-fr0nted goose banding 
between the Service and the State <.:·f Nebraska from March 18 - 23. 

Manager att nded Wetlands Worksnop at J estown1 N.D. !rom 
~arch 26 - 27. 

Manager assisted H. Miller and. M. H'e.mrnond on prairie rouse 
counts tmd the special grouse study at Valentine and Fort 
Niobrar Refugca from April 15- 29. 
Manager cut radio tape for Wildlife Week on KOLY, Mobridge . 

D. Hunt:i.l¥;• 

No hunting is allowed on the refuge. Beaver hunting along 
the Missouri River begar1 as soon as the ice moved out. Water 
levels were £luxuating most of the spring and this hampered 
the hunters. Compared with laat year, beaver hunting tr.is 
year was very poor. 

E. Violations. 

None. 

F. Safety. 

A perf ect safety record at this station now stands at .316 
calendar days. 

VII OTHER ITEMS 

A. Items of Interest. 

A late spring snow storm driven by 50 mph winds tore the 
manager's airplane loose from its ''tic-downs" and flipped it 
over on its back. Damage was extensive and the plane had 
to be dismantled and trucked to a ~epair shop. 

B. Photo£aphs. 

No photographs taken this period. 
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Common Name 

I. Water and Marsh Birds: 

II. Shorebirds, Gulls and 
Terns: 

I ( 2) 

I First Seen 
I . I 
I Number Date 
I I 
I I 

I 

I (3) 
I_Peak Numbers 

I Number I Date 
I I 

(over} 

I ( 4) 
I __ I,.ast Seen 

I I 
I Number I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
Date 

~-_____ E£o~!~iioD. \ ___ T~1~L-
I Number \Total # I Total I Estimated 
Colonies --~s.:t~- YouD.E,; __ ~mber 

I I I I 
I I I 

I I I , 
i 

I 
I 

I 



3-17.50c 
Form NR-lC 
(Sept. 1960) 

Refuge ~ 

·-.Tj •'r'' ;:) 'P-JL urN-m~n !riLL ''U,-vr·,v tv i ,_t J::., ~.L' ~' nd H!.c1. \. •) h.' _ 

YeC<r 196_a 

1) C2) T:n -- -------------Tlir-- ----~---~ cs;· cc) - (7) · ... en) - J- ( 9) 
Weeks of N-o. Hunters · Hunter _ Total Cri)pling - Total Bst. .. 'il o . Est. Tot 2-l 
Hunting Checked Hours 'i"laterfo:.vl Species and No.s. of Each Bagged Bagged Loss Kill -of Htmt.ers -_____!i~~--

r;::, 

(over) ~ 
K 

I 
-' I 

I 
I 



3-1752 
Form NR-2 
(April 1946) 

(1) 
Species 

Common Name 

~ 
p~ 

J 

-

UPLAND GAME BIRDS 

Refuge_~~~-------- Months of PM to ~ , 19 

(2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Density Young Sex Removals Total Remarks Produced Ratio 

"d 
.s= Estimated • Q) 

~ "d -+> ~ 0 Acres J.. Ill- mn ~] ~ number Pertinent information not 
Cover types, total Cl>"dl> •.-1 

using specifically requested. per .o o- :;j~ § 0 Q) 

§ 0 l1l J.. 0 J.. l1l acreage of habitat Bird J-...0 ~~ Percentage oo+> ~~ Refuge List introductions here. :z:.oo ::X:: ~ l1l 

600 aN$ ot ~f'l ' ~tlF .aoo 
rr~ pr:dJ·u. tu · 
cctwW~· 

. ~ ~ l 



'?f.' v ~'= 3-1753 
Form NR-3 
(June 1945) 

BIG GAME 

Refuge ~ Calendar Year 

-- -.. -·-. --··· ---··· ·-l---· -· . . -- ·--- . ( 1) ~ 

(1) (~} (3) (l+) (5) (6) Estimated (g) 
Species Density Young Removals Losses Introductions Total Refuge Sex 

___ ________ Produced , Popu~n 1 Ratio 

Common llame 

~--'~ 

Cover types, total 
Acreage of Habitat 

s:: 

~ 
...:: o 1 At period As of 

f~Gitl 0 ..... G) 

Number I ~ cu ori ~ ~ • ~ ' ~ Source of Dec. 
..... PI< .!It GS CIS CIS G) I Ql ..., o -o 4) -d Gl ..., • .o~ Greatest 31 § ~0 ..... ~CD cP Ul ~UI 

O.f-)0 0 · ~ ...t ...tO ~ r-. Ul fiit ~ p.. A '): ....::~ ~ use 

__ ...L. I I ' 1 I J I I ___ _L___l_ 
::.r:uarks: 

£/~( 
ReporteO. by -----



\._ 

3 ·1755 
Form NR-5 D:ESEASE 

. Refuge .~ IVai" -l:IL. 

Botulism 

Period of outbreak~---------------------------------
Period of heaviest losses ____________________________ _ 

Losses: 

(a) Waterfowl 
(b) Shorebirds 

. (c) Other 

Uumber Hospitalized 

(a) Waterfowl 
(b) Shorebirds 
(c) · Other 

Actual Count Estimated 

No. Recovered % Recovered 

Areas affected (location and approximate acreage) __ _ 

water conditions (average depth of water · 1:n sickness 
areas, re!looding of exposed nats,etc. 

Condition ot vegetation and invertebrate life. ________ ___ 

~a------------------------------------

Lead Poisoning or other Disease 

Kind or disease __________________________________ _ 

Species affected ________________________________ _ 

Number Affected 
Species 

nUl!lber Recovered 

Number lost 

Actual Count Estimated 

-------------------------------
--------------------------------------

Source or infection ·----------------------------
Water conditions ______________________________ __ 

Food conditions ______________ _ 

~a. ______________________________ ___ 

IHT. -OOP • • D.C.- 5 33 ~ 'lo-59 

..: ~o, , .• ---..-··--



~~ 

.-.---- .. -a;..-.. 

PUBLIC USE 

Ref uge Calendar Year ---.ll$R!I~Iftiilli!l2:....-______ _ 

Total Use 
Visitor-Days 

Hunting 
Use 

Fishing 
Use 

l'fl..is cellan~ous 
Use 

f."y n "~~~~ 
~------ - -'¥--llbat'>"* 

Where practical, by means of occasional spot checks, or other methods, show by percent and visitor-days 
the breakdown of the above figures and other related information: 

Hunting (on 
refuge l arids ) : 

TtJaterfowl 

Upland Game 

Big Game 

Per cent Visitor-Days Acres 

0 

1'41 s cellaneous Percent Visitor-Days 

Recreation* 

Official ~ 

Economic Use C! 

Supervised by Refuge By State No. of Blinds Other 

Huntinf (off 
refuge landst 

---- -----
Estimated man-days of hunting on lands 

Comments: 

Adjacent t o the refuge ___ ~hPY~·~----------------- (These figures 

should not be included i n hunting-use totals above). 

Fishing: 

Acres of ponds or lakes and miles of streams 

--------- open to fishing. ·*including picnicking, svrimming, boating, 
camping,viewing ·wildli fe , and photographing. 

( 

d 



3-1757 
Form NR-7 
(Rev. June 1960) 

{1) 
NONAGR:LvtJLTURAL COLLECTIONS, RECEIPTS, ~.J PLANTINGS 

Re.fuge ~ 'Ia.' 1'·~ 

Collections and Receipts PJ~'II'Irf;1'Trl'gSl 

(Seeds, rootstocks, trees, shrubs) (Marsh - Aquatic - Uphndl) 
Amount 

Amount (2) (3) Rate of Planted 
(Lbs., c Method Total Seeding (Acr·es or .Amo.\lD:t and! 
bus., or or Amount Location of or Yards o£ Natm-e OJf' 

Species etc.) R Date Source Cost on Hand Area Planted Planting, Shoreline) Pro:pagldea 

', 

8:8& 

I 

Remarks: 

Cause 
Dat.e Sm-dval. of' Loss 

(1) Report agronomic farm crops on Form HR-8 
(2) C • Collections and R = Receipts --------------------------------------
(3) Use "S" to denote surplus 

Total acreage planted: 
Marsh and aquatic 
Hedgerows, cover p~a'~"tc .... Fi~""'e ... s!"'---------
Food strips, food patches-------
Forest plantings 

---------------------- 7~hi 



3-17S8 
Form NR-8 Fish and Wildlife Service Branch of Wildlife Refuges 
(Rev. Jan. 1956) 

CULTIVATED CROPS - HAYING - GRAZING 

Refuge ~~ County ~ State 
------------~----

Pemittee1 s Governmen_!,1 s Share or Return ureen Manure, 
Cultivated Share Harvested Harvested Unharvested Total Cover and Water-

Crops 
Bu./Tons Bu./Tons Bu./Tons 

Acreage fowl Browsing Crops Total 
Grown --Acres Acres Acres Planted -~and Kind Acreage 

~~- - ',.-.,..,- tJ. ...,... . ..,_ ' -~ of tl~tnA.--- lW®A ~~ .. ~din'!~ :1.}' 52 

Fallow Ag. Land 

- -

No. of -Pennittees: Agricultural Operations Haying Operations Grazing Operations -----

Hay - Improved Tons Cash GRAZING NUIIlber AUM'S Cash ACREAGE 
(Specify Kind) Harvested Acres Revenue Animals Revenue 

1. Cattle 
-~G. .... _.·-.a .. ' 

-~ ~-~ t:a&cub .... -~~ ' 2. Other 

1. Total Refuge Acreage Under Cultivation 

Hay - Wild 2. Acreage Cultivated as Service Operation 



3-1570 

thtc!L) 
REFUGE GRAIN REPORT 

Refuge ---------------~-~----------------------------------------------------- Months of------~------------- through _:~-------------------• t!M ___ _ 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

ON HAND RECEIVED 
GRAIN DISPOSED OF 

ON HAND 
PROPOSED OR SUITABLE UsE* 

VARIETY* BEGINNING DURING TOTAL END OF 
OF PERIOD PERIOD Transferred Seeded Fed Total PERIOD Seed Feed Surplus 

All~~ ~ ~~·l96l ~ '"t..ll.-
_ _.. " _ _._ 

~""- ·il"• ot' .¥ c -·~ · pull. ---

( 8) Indicate shipping or coli ecti on points _____________________________________________________ ; c _______ _ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ______________________________ _ 

( 9) Grain is stored at -------------------------------------------------------------______________ - ~---·--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- __ ---------- __ ----~------ ____ _ 

( 10) Remarks --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- __ 
*See instructions on back. 



3-1759 
Form NR.-9 

(Aprll 1946) 

Species 

COLLECTI015 AND RECEIPrS QE_P.LANriNG STOCK 
. (Seeds, rootstocks, trees, shrubs) 

Refuge -'-R Year 19 

Collections Receipts 
fute or 

Amount Period of Method Unit Cost Amount Source 
Collection 

a~ 

' 

.-

" 

-

Interior D 1'-Plica,ting Sec 
Was ~ngtnn 25, D. 

Total Amount 
Amounts Surplus 
on Hand 

II' ion 
pQ~4267 



3-1761 
Form NR-11 

(2/46) 
TIMBER REMOVAL 

' P'ocC4t* . Refuge .. ____ -------------- __________________________________________ ______________________ ._______ Year 115 "~~· _ 

Rate Reservations 
I 
I 
l Unit or 

No . of Units I 
Expressed in l 

of Total I andjor Diameter I 
---------! No. 1 Location 1 Acreage Parmi ttee Permit Charge Income I Limits I 

I I I 

l 

I 

~---~ -- ---·--

Total acreage cut over_________ _____________ __ Total income _____________________________ _ 

No. of units removed B. F.____ ____ ______ ___ _______ Method of slash disposaL .---- --- --- - -~- -
Co rds _______________________ _ 
Ties ___________ __ ________ ____ _ 

INT . -DUP , SEC., WASH,, D.C . 3610 3 

Species Cut 

J 



PEST PLANT CONTROL FEPORT 

_ f«tia Refuge, Calendar Year - 1---26:1oo1Jz ... · _'"T"-__ _ 

(ro be i n(3erted i n t he September-Decef!Jber Narrative R.eport.) 

Cost - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - -. .-r ~- Q) 0 (I)<Q H ro Q) H . :z; Q) Q) ,.q . <0 . Q) ·rl s () r-1 ~ (I) ·rl .p ~ · ~ itl . 0 ~ •rl H ..S::: H H Pl ~ <X! r-1 .p Q) o ro Q) s ..c1<0 H Q) Q) Q).p Q) .8 ·~ ·rl .p Q) 0 H Q) Q) o ro .p Q) (!) +JQ) r-1 H .PH H .p Pl itl .p H ~(I) (I) r-1 () PlH H.P ro ct-t H ..S:::HOJW ·rl H ro (\jQ)O ro Q) ro 0 Q) ro .o P; <X! Cl) E-1 c.') {I) ~OE-! u o;;c;::::> ~ou JX;P;<l! :::s:~ ;::;;: 1-1 r£1 E-1 P; '<Rr-10 

INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE 
Additional forms will be supplied by Regional Office . ~pon request. 
Remarks: Include any important information not given in above colwnns, incl uding No. of years an area has been 
treated where repeated treatments have been made. 

. 
~ 

Q) .p (!) 
.p (I) (I) 

ro ro.o 
~r-IO 

R3-WCl - April 20, 1962 

. , 

• 


