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Following prescribed invenbory routes from Gamp Cornelia to Buzzard
" Roost and Gannet Lakes, and from Jones Island boat dock to Big Water,
counts of waterfowl and wading birds were made, once in August, once
Ain September and bi-weekly thereafter through December. Population
estimates for the refuge were based upon these counts.
1000 winds,
Water levels were lower this period than they have been for the past
twelve years. In late sumer and early fall the pralries were dry ex-—
cept in the canal, the water courses, the boat runs, the lakest:and
tgator holes. There was a slight increase in water levels in the late
£811 and the prairies were shallowly flooded.  This conditiiln was
probably atizractive to waterfowl and most wading birds. i

A. Iqadig&m

Common E@ets. : These birds were quite common ‘c.hrough the late sum-
mer but not as numerous: as in the previocus year. Estimates for
August to October ranged from approximately 1000 to 1500 on the
refuge. With the coming of cold weather the: popula'bion declined
Tne eatimate for late December was 31:,0 birds. = -

Snowy Egrets. Sncmy egrets are:unéomon: on the. refuge during the :
nesting season._, Usually they leave in the fall but this year a few .
have stayed into the winter. They may be seen occasionally in -
Chesser and Orand Pralriés. . ‘.l;hree.vere reported on the Christmas
erd. Count this year. o

attle Bgrebo. These birds nested on the refuge this year. There
were an estimated 300 on the refuge in June. 'None were reported-
after September 1. . _

iy“

Great Blue Heron. Tnese b:lrds are less @egar:.ous than mogt herons.
They are quite common on: the refuge and well distributed over the
prairies, along the water courses and around the lakes. Most of these
birds stay through the winter. There was an estimated 700 of these
birds on the refuge in early December. This figure exceeds the

late summer estimetes and it may be that part of our winter popu-
lation is made up of migrants.

Little Blue Heron. ) Thfsbf'pecies is the most abundant heron on
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this refuge. I’opulation est-ima*bes ranged fron a h:.@ of 2660
- din early Novanber to 160 in late EIme .

Green Kerons. v This bird is more solitary ‘hhan most other herons -

~ and is usually seen singly. During the nesting season there were
‘an estimated 200 uging the refuge. Most cf them leave in the f.’all .

but a few sta.y through the tﬁ.nter.

' .Louisiana Heron. These are the least cmon of 't.he hsrons on Oke-

fenokee Refuge. A few of these birds were seen all through the
sumer /8o it :Ls assumed that they nest here. _

Uhite Tbis. Twic ia the oot abundant uading bi.rd on Olmi‘enokee. -
In the spring there were an estimated 10,000 of these birda us:i.ng

-~ the refuge. ~ They conbtinued to be quite numerous through sarly . . o
~ fall. By late Detie!:lbm‘ the:lr nmnbers ha,d declined ‘bo an eotimated h '

1000 ‘birds.

?Iood Tbis. Wood ibises vere cbsmd on the refuge fram as early .
ch 1 and through the sumer to early November. The craven's» _

,Hazzmock rookery was not visited thls year bnt it 15 ammmed that
~ these bﬁ.rds nested 'hhez-e again this yaar : ,

Sandhill . Granea Appare:atly the Suzmer resident ponulaﬁ.on of .
cranes (Grus Canadenois pratensis) is about the same as it has bean
for the past Several years.. ‘mere was an estimated 220 cranes -
using the refuge this sumer. | The crame population this winter,
which is doubtless the regident birds supplemented by migrant
Greater Sandhill Cranes (s Canadensig tabida), is the greatest
in recent years. - The estimated population, based upon the Decans
ber 2 count, was 3960 birds. . This is probably the greatest crane

population on the refuge since the winter of 1956-57. I may be =~

 gignificent that the waber lovels both of these years were low with
the ground leovel of the prairies slightly emérged or only shallowly
flooded. This econdition may be attractive to the migrant c¢ranes

- which ordimrily utmld have gone fur‘hher south to t.he praim.es in
Florida o

 The following tabulation shows the number of cranes scen on negular.‘
'trips through (mes.;er and Grand Pramriea Jor. t.!rm past eight years: -

s R ;2@_;%61__1962 1963 1._961; 16' 1966 16"168“
©Barly Septi - v s

. Early Oct. - 9 WO 9 - -8 7 17T 1T

" LateOet. . L - - .= 7 27 12 20 I8

. Barly Nov. 19 16 6 - L 1 12 20 - 32
“late Wov. - 18 - 16 - 11 12 12 25 3%
‘Farly Des. 22 12 11 15 8 22 15 . . 101
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1. Populations. The wood ducls population the past swmer was

comparable to that of wecént years. There was an estimated
1000 using the refuge through the late summer. -

taterfowl population was low in early fall but in December there
. was a sharp increese, Duck eshimates. in O cober and carly .
 Hovember ranged fram 700 to 3200 birds. The Deceober peak - -
- estimate was 20,880 ducks which is the bhighest estimate on =
Okefenckee gsince 196y, The peak estimabes in December were . -
mallards k0, black ducks 600, wood ducks 5000, green-winged
 teals 16000 and ringnecks 2740. The'late lovember cemsus
‘had an estimated 10,160 unidentified ducks. ' L

2. Food Conditiono. Food conditions in the late fall and early

winter are probably mere favorable far ducks thaun ucual.. Toe

~ prairies were dry or nearly dry through the summer which
favored such plants as bheakrush and Carex. ‘The fall rains ~ -
‘have resulted in a light rise in water levels and much of the

- prairies is shallowly flooded. Tnis has probably been attrac—
tive to ducls which may account for-the increased population.

Turlkeys.

The anly turicey ohsérvatim reported' this y,eérﬂ%are'bn the ea.s‘t' side

of the swamp., Turkeys were reported on - Cowhouse Icland and in the

vicimity of Carp Cornelia. A hen with a brood of nearly grown young

was reperted newr Cazup Cornelia.

" Qther Bird ds,

- , 1. Ashingas. These hivds are fairly cormon, They are freguent— :

Ty seen along Suwannes Canal, the larger water gourges and the
Yakes in the mwamp. There are probably betwees 200 and 300 in
in the swamps - S - . B
2. Swallow-tailed Kite, These beautiful birds are still with us
" 35 summer residents. 'They were observod peverdl times in the
vicinity of the Poclcet during the past year. Seemingly, two

SN . or three pairs of 4hese birds is the capacity of the swamp.

“Por years it appears that they have been extrencly rave and
yet they seem to hang on. It is strange why they do not either
increage or dlssppear, L o S ’

3, Snipes. ' The low yaber conditiona in the prairies have been

 aitractive to cuipes. Prior to the slight rise in water levels,
mipes‘memmsin:thepraiﬁesﬁﬁig;yaar, o '




-~ Deer.  The deer population is in good shape. Deer are common all -
. avound the periphery of the swamp and also on the islandsqin the

- A deer hunt was held December 2-7 on the Vaycross State Forest which
is adjacent to the north end of the refuge.. Only 11 deer were taken. -
~ This poor hunting success should not be attributed to a scarcity of -

. _-; ~ deer in that area. ' The weather wag generally rainy during the .
- period. Alsp, most of the participants were inexperienced in still

 hunting. . The hunt was further complicated by a misunderstanding be-

tween the law enfarcement officers of whether the hunters should =
© turn in their hunting licenses at the checking station or. carry them

‘with them. The trouble resulting from

g0 undiscovered by them.

. them.  The this cansed many hunters to
abandon the hunt. _ _ T

" Raccoons.’  These animals are abundant. On any trip across the o
prﬁ >ies, a person may expect to see several. - With these animals be- -

ing so numerous, it is ‘questionable what the h tehing success for

sandhill cranes will be. It ‘geems unlikely that any crane.nest would .

" Otters. Otters were seen i‘i*e‘quently on the refuge this year. Proba- |
- blythe low water conditiony have concentrated them along the water - ,
- courses so that they would be more likely to be seen, The low water ..

conditions are probably favorable to otters, because it makes their
prey more vilnerable. o e L
John Holt, Concessioner at the Suwalnneé'vCahal_’Recreatidn Area reported
a very interesting observation. He saw an otter catch a young alli- -
gator about 18"long, The old 'gator gave chase and Mr. Holt did too

‘but the otter got away with his catch. Thig raises a question: Are
- otters a limz.ting factor to the alligator popul‘at:i,bn? I

Alligatars. - Alligators are mumerous and the low water conditions

have made thelr numbers more conspicuous because they are seen quite

' frequently along the water courses. Probably the low water conditions |

have favored the alligators thus far because 1t has caused their .

'Proy to be more concentrabed. _ - _ v
A 10'10" specimen was removed fram Billy's Lake andy was 'mom'-ﬁ:ed. It

will be placed on digplay at the Interpretive Center at’ Suwammee Canal ) ,
Recreation Area. This is a fine specimen. and it will be of much in- '

: terest. to visitors. . = .

Boars.  Bears ave very rare but thereare still 4 fow lofh. Bear

- glgns haye been seen &ll around the -periphery of the. swvamp and in the =

svamp. A bear (ar bears) smashed most of the predator guerds on the =~

- wood duck nestirg boxes in Chosser and Grand Prairies. -

: ihé ‘condition of "thé bear ﬁépulaﬁion is pfdbablj fbhé .mo;;‘l;vcfi*bical
-of any swamp animal, Bears have always received little or no protec-

tion off of the refuge. - The hunters:'usual excuse is that they are -




. 'ld_llingbem'stoprotcc‘tbeemﬂs Even though the violatcr ovms
no bees, lﬂ.s excuse of I:il‘l.ing bears to proteab bees ig acccp‘ted. .,
~ Actually a be:xe can and sanetmes does camse cosi::ly damage to - -
.. opiaries. Some beckegpers have slectric fences around their bee
.+ yards but too often they are flimsy and not well made and the
 claim that bears will break in regardless of the olectric fence
- is probably velid. .That. the beekeepers would want to protect their -

','apiaries bykﬂlingorovenm:beminaﬁng thabe:m-; is not hm'dto

o One very vicious practé.ce here has been that of poisonfmg the hears
. tﬁ.ﬁh atrychnina imprognated honey. o

It i9 ow mprcaﬁ.on that most of the beakeepm's are ptrﬁ.nm‘ily ccn-

cerned with protecting their apiaries. oot of them are not »

- bunters. The greatest offenders are those who do not own bees. They

Just want to go bear hunting and the nse the clainm of bée yard pro-

teotion as an excuse. If sone cheap practica:l. way of keeping bears
out of apiarics could be devised, it is believed that most of the

- problem could be met. It seems that explaring the possibﬁities of
developing 2 bem‘ repellént ia warth looldnb i.nto. _

There is 3330 t.he posaibﬁlity of tha cooperatd.on of the pulp
cozpanies,; vhich om most of the iana ax
tain specified requirements for electric fenees arcund the bee yards -
" before granting & permit to use their land for beeckeeping. Perhapg .
the boekeapers could be gubsidized for their electric fences. Tn
any case, if the bears are to be saved, it is vrbal that sumebh:lng
be done 500N, , o ,

\:r.x uoon DUCK mzsmm Bon‘s

In1966 there me 262 msd (ﬁxckbomsmade a:vallablefer ne"'bino :ln :
- Chesser, Grand, Mizcll ond Buck Lake Prairics. These bozes were chécked
- for use in 1967 and the findings were reported. The boxes wére chocked N
- again in December, 1968. Of the ariginal 262 bowes, four were missing,
or could not be found. Of the remaining 258 boxes, ‘two had been torn .

- down by bears. There is something sbout creosoted lumber thal causes. - -
. " ‘bears to want to gnow and claw it. lMany of the creoscted poles that the -
-duck boxes ware mounted on in Ches sser and Grand Prairies had been domaged.

" by a bear or bears. Fhe two poles which were devu'oyedhadbemgnmged
completely in two. Algo the bears seemed to have eonsidered it their
ursine duty to smash the metal predator guards. Tearly 211 of the

mmdtham,tohavecw-~ .

- predator guards in Chsper and Grand Prairies have boch bémt wp by bears. -

'ﬁzeusemdeofaurbmsbyxm&dueksthispaatyearmsverypoor.
Only 9 had been nested in by wood ducks. Of the remeining ones; 19 had -
‘besn used by Carolina vrens, 3 by crested flycatchers, 3 by acraechowls
(auentionabla), hbyunidentiﬁedb:trdaandambyahat. o o




- The poor nesting use by wood ducks can ha attributed, at least in part, c

- %o the low water conditions dwring the past nesting season. The
‘prairies were dry to nearly dry. It may be significant that 7 of the

- nine boxes used by wood ducks were near Suva.nnee Ganal or Suwannee ‘
. Canalcub—offxdﬁchbadmterdllyear . , '

One hundred new bo:ms have been erect.ed this wintar in Chase and Texritomr |
. Prairies. Water conditions are generally better in thése prairies and
it is beldeved that these boxes will have better ‘use during dry periods

than t.hose in Chesaem and Grand Prairies. ,
. mmmz«‘om !!RAPHR} AND BANII[NG

Th::.s has beml Okefmckee's most succesaful year far duck banding Dur:mg

the period Jamiary 1 to March L, a total of 535 ducks were banded, Opera-
tions were resumed in Septembew and’ between then ami Decmnbar 31, 6hh more
ducks wara banded. . , . ’

" of the 1179 ducks banded, 931 were wood ducks. A breakdown bymonths of o
' ‘the species banded is shoun in the follcming table: S o

Waterfcwl Banded at Okefemkee in 1968 v
' Jan., Feb. Mar‘. Segt. '»Oct_ Nov. Dec.

Wood Duck 170 128 - 4 18k 293 160 22
Wllera Mg om0 3 T

.Green-winged ' S T T
. Teal 12’ s3 6
' Ringneck 8 . Wy .22 -
. . Lesser Scaup 1 D

. Pintail - . I
f:Blue—wingad v

Teal

 Totals 239 281 3% L 2% 183 33

These birds were trapped in four walk-—in traps, one located at each end

, . of Suwannee River -8il1l, one in Chesser Prairie and one in Sapp Prairis.
. 'The following table shows the:species and mmhers trapped at each of the
’ gites. 1‘he two traps at tha sill are listed ‘as one locali‘by. S




) . BlagkDuck
‘ | J.otals | _ »
,‘E‘e credit the success of this Operation to the use of bhe large valk~in: -

traps and to pre~baiting. The trap sites are baited ragularlywhethar 2
~there is any trapping dene or not. - The trap si:besmebaitedau

Ducks !Erapped at 'l‘rap Sites

© SPECIES s:cm, sappmmm canssmmm;m o
i . ——— =

Mallard

eowinged Teal

O.Q0.0NO‘ng

§-..oo-o. owon g
i

3§IE‘

ough the sumer When there Vas no tranp:mg

B It is :mteresting and parhaps ed.gni.i'icam that repeats were 5.n S
- ‘canght in the same trap that they were originally tekeh. Even the re-- =~
. peats caught 4in the two traps at each end of the slll wore always taken =~ -
~.  4n the same trap. This might suggest tha.t nhere the feeding :Ls good -
-'voodduc&sdombmnderi’ar.. _

. P snccmexon FOLLOWING FIOODIN} Br -
- THE SUWAWNEE RIVRR SILL. o

- o transecta were checkad this year Rechecks of the Pocket. aud Hack*a:".' N
: Is]and transec‘ba are sche&xled for the 8mer of 1969. o

v. mm: svccmstom Fomm :mE 1951»5; rmm

o tra.nseots vere chscked this year. A recgeck of the So?bdﬁm' Camp Is~ o
S lanci and Suwannee Canal tramaects are’ achedn..ed in 1969. o A

PURLIG RE!.ATIOI}S

.. Moveuber 27~29, Dr. Pster Lavdner ond closs of 17 e J.ogy students fram
.~ Dickinson College, Permsylvania were conducted on trips 'bo Minm.e‘s S
- I,ake, Big Uat,a* lely 5 Islandmd Chesser Era.irie.- A

 December 1t a group of ‘epecilalists in wildlife dseases a.ssociabed with f o
- the College of Veterinary Hedicine, University of Geargia, were conducted -

on & trip to Chesser and (rand Prairies and out Suwannee Canal, The group

- consisted of Dr. Frank A, Hayes, Dr. Katherine Prestwood, Dr. D. P. Riste
- har, Mr. Larry Andrews; !, John Bishop and M. Jim Smith, all of the
- University of Georgia, and Dr. Roy C..Andemson, Um.varsﬁ.ty of Guelph,
- - Ontario, and Dr. John Dunsmoar, Senicr Résearch Sclentist, mvision of
. 1b.ldlife Research, 0 S. I.R. 0., 'Ganberra, Australia. - ,




* Biologist Leonard 0. Walker received a promotion and was transferved

Mr. Walker assuned his new duties June -2l \

- Mr. Walker was:succeeded by Eugene Cypert, who had faormerly been biolo-
. glet on this refuge and who for the past four years has been Mississaippi

- Valley Biologist stationed at Samburg, Tennessea., Mr. Cypert reassumed
his Okefenokee duties November 22, o ' v R

o Eixgene'}Cypgrt: .

| demery 20,196 pemeS Biologist
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