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Following prescribed inventory routes from Camp Cornelia to Buzaard
Roost and Gannet Lakes, and from Jones Island boat dock to Big tefcer,
counts of waterfowl and wading birds were made, once in August, once
in September and bi-weekly thereafter through December. Population
estimates for the refuge were based upon these counts.

Water levels wore lower this period than they have been for the past
twelve years. In late summer and early fall the prairies were dry ex-
cept in the canal, the water courses, the boat runs, the lakesjiand
'gator holes-; There vas a slight increase in water levels in the late
fall and the prairies were shallowly flooded. This condition
probably attractive to waterfowl and most wading birds.

A, I-Tading Birds

Common Egrets. These birds .were quite coniraon through the late sum
mer but not aa numerous: as in,the previous year. Estimates for
August to October ranged from approximately 1000 to 3̂ 00 on the
refugo. With the coming of cold weather the population declined.
!Ihe estimate for late December was 3̂ 0 birds.

Snowy Egrets. Snowy egrets are.uncommon on the refuge during the
nesting season. TJsuaUy they leave ±n the fall'but this year a few
have stayed, into the tgittber.. They 'may be seen occasionally in
Chesser and Qrad Prairies. Three were reported on the Christmas
Bird Count this year.

Cattle Egrets. Eiese birds nested on the refuge this year. There
were ̂ n estimated 300. on the refuge in June. Hone were reported
after September 1.

Great Blue Heron. These birds are less gregarious than most herons.
They are quite common on the refuge and well distributed over the
prairies, along the nater courses and around the lakes. Most of these
birds stay through the winter. There was an estimated 700 of these
birds on the refuge in early December. Sfois figure exceeds the
late summer estimates and it may be that part of our winter popu-
lation is made up of migrants.
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Little Blue Horon. Tn£fs|fgpecies 'is the most abundant heron on



th-fa refuge. Population estimates ranged from a high of 2660
in early November to 160 in late November*

Green Herons » This bird Is more solitary than niost other herons
and is usually seen singly. During the nesting season there vere
an estimated 200 uaing the refuge. Most of them leave in the fall
but a few otay through the winter.

Louisiana Heron . Those are the least common' of the herond on Oke-
fenokee Refuge* A few of these birds were seen all through the
stcnaer4o it is assumed that &iey nest here.

Vfhite Ibis. ttda ia the nost abundant yading bird on Okefonokeo.
In the spring there were an estimated 10,000 of these birds using
the refuge. Biey continued to be quite numerous -through early
fall. By late IJefceriber their numbers had declined to an estimated
1000 birds,

Wood Ibis, Wood iliises tiere observed on the refuge from as early
as March Ik and through the sumner to early November. !2he Craven's
Hammock rookery -was not visited this year but it is assumed that
these birds nested there 'again, this year.

Sandhill^ Crane. .Agparaatly the simmer resident population of
cranes Ctfous Canadenais pratensls) is about the same as it has been
for the past several yearc. There *jas an estimated 220 cranes
using the refuge this sumer. ; 33ia crano population this T&nter,
idiicn is doubtless the resident birds supplemented by migrant
Greater Sandhill Cranes (Qrus Canadensis tabidaj^ is the greatest
in recent years . 2!he estimated population^ based upon the Decent
ber 2li- countj mo 396Q birds* This is probably the greatest crane
population on the refuge aiiico the winter of 1956-$?- It nay be
significant that the water levels both of these years were low -with
the ground level of the prairies slightly emerged or only shallowly
flooded. This condition may be attractive to the migrant cranes
t&ich ordinarily wjuld have gone further south to the prairies In
Florida. \g tabulation 6ho>;3 the number of cranes seen on regular

trips through Chesser and Grand Prairies for the past eight years :
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B. TlaterfouU

1. Populations. me ^ood duck population the past ausnser
comparable to that of Decent years, Shore -was an estimated
1000 using the srefugc tnrough the late sumaerv

Katerfov& population -sas low in early fall "but in December iihere
wa a sharp increase* Duck estimates, in 0 ciober and early
Hoveciber ranged frcsa 700 to 3200 lairds, !0ie Becen&er peak
estimate -ms 2Q.,Q8Q ducks -which is the highest estlmte on
Okofeaokeo since 196U» '33ia peak estimates in Deeesnber tiere
mallards li&O, black ducks 600, -wood ducks 5Q60/green-TKtngod
teals 16000 and nngnecks 271*0. the-1 late Ifovember ccasuo
had an estimated 10sl60 iinidentifted ducks-

2* Food Oogyjitlonp* Food conditionD in the late fall and early
idnter are probably laore favorable for ducko than usual, H5ae
prairies T^er© dry or o0ao?ly dry through the sumer -s îich
favored suca plants aa beakrush and Carex* !£he fall rains
have resulted in a light rise in -Hater levels and much of the
prairies io shallo^Ly flooded* Siis has probably been attrac-
tive to duclcs ufaiclx saay account for t&e increased population.

0. fluricqys.

only turkey observatioiB reported this year were on 1ih© east side
of "tSie swffliq?. turkeys were reported on Co îouse Island and in the'
vicinity of Canip Cornelia* A hen "with, a brood of nearly gro-an young

r^orted near Canar Cornelia.

Other Birds.

•Aohiagas. 2fcese Mrda are fairly cocsaon, Hiey are -
ly aeon along Stpssnnea Canal^ the larger water 60ur#e8 and the
lakes iri the swaa^)* There are probably betwees 2(X) and 300 in
in the

2. &galloT?-ta31ed Kite > Siese beautifal birds are sUXL T^lth ua
a¥-sussaer reaidients . SSiey were observed several tines in the
vicinity of th$ Pocket during the past yoar* Seesxlngly^ -tuo
or three pairs of these birds is tte capacity of the pwanp,
^or years it appears that they have been eactrsnely sar& and
yet they seem to hang, cm. It is strange ^ay th f do not either
increase &ff

. .
Snipes. 3510 lou -Hatea* conditions in the prais?i03 have been
attracri£ve, to oaipes, Rrior to the slight rise In water
snipes wsr© msafiarous in. tiie prairies this; year,



E. Deer . The deer population is in good shape. Deer are common all
around the periphery of the swamp and also, on the islands^in the

1 . swamp. ' ' . . • "'' : - ' . . . - : '

A deer hunt .was held December 2-7 on the Way-cross State Forest "which
is adjacent to the north ond of the refuge. Only 11 deer were taken.
This poor hunting success should not be attributed to a scarcity of
deer ifi that area.* The weather was generally rainy during the
'period. Also, most of the participants were ineŝ ierienced in still
hunting1. . The hunt "was further complicated by a misunder standing be-
tween the law enforcement officers of whether the hunters should

'. turn in their hunting licenses at the checking station or. carry them "
with them. The trouble resulting from this caused many hunters to
.abandon the hunt.' . . . •<••'•' .

F, Raccoons . These animals are abundant. On any trip across the
- , prairies7 a person may expect to see several. With these animals be-

ing so numerous, it is : questionable what the hatching success for
sandhill cranes will be. It seems unlikely that any crane, nest would
go undiscovered by them. . . .

°' Otters. Otters wore seen frequently on the refuge this year. Proba-
bly the low water conditions have concentrated them along the water

- courses so that they would be more likely to be seen, 23ie low water
conditions are probably favorable to otters, because it makes their
prey more vulnerable, .

. John Holt, Concessioner at the Suwannee Canal Recreation Area reported
a very interesting observation. He saw an otter catch a young alii- ,
gator about 18 "long. The old 'gator gave chase and >&*., Holt did too
but -the otter got away with hia catch. This raises a question: Are
otters a limiting factor to -Sie alligator population? , •

gators. Alligators are numerous and the low water conditions
have made their numbers more conspicuous because, they are seen quite
frequently along the water courses. Probably the low water conditions
have favored the alligators thus far because it has caused their
prey to be more concentrated.

A lO'lO" specimen was removed from Billy's Lake .and* was mounted. It
will be placed on display at the Interpretive Center at Suwannee Canal
Recreation Area. This i0 a fine specimen and it will be of much in-
terest to visitors. . .

Bears. Bears are very rare but there are still a, few left. Bear
signs have been oeen all around the periphery of the. swamp and in the
swamp. A bear (or bears) smashed most of the predator guards on the
wood dude nesting boxes in Chosser ..and Grand Erairies.

The condition of the bear population is probably the most critical
of any swamp animal. Bears have always received little or no protec-
tion off of the refuge. The hunter at 'usual excuse is jiiat they are



killing bears to protect b0e yards* Even though the violator
no bees, hia excuse of killing bears to protect bees is accepted*

Actually a bear can and eoraetfcaes does cause coatly damage to
apiaries. Soiae beekeepers have electric fences around their bee
yards but too often they are flimsy and not well Hade and the
cladza that bears trill "break in regardless of the electric fence
is probably valid. .5Siat the beekeepers -would saant to protect tkeir
apiaries by HTHrtg or even exterminating the bears is not hard to
understand.

One very vteicus practice here has been that of poisoning the bears
otrychnino tonrqgnsefced honey*

It Is our ii^reasion that most of the beekeepers are primarily con-
cerned tilth protecting their apiaries. &b0V-af ^hem ore not
hunters. She greatest offenders are those *&o do not cum bees.
just want to go bear hunting and the use the clain of bee yard pro-
tection as an excuse. If acaae cheap practical -Gay of -keeping bears
out of apiarioa coald be devised, it is believed that Most of the
problem could be met. It seems that exploring the possibilities of
developing a. beatf repellent is -earth looking into*

33iere is also the possibility of .gefciirig the cooperatioa of the pulp
coBjpanies, ^hich osaa isoot of the land around the ssaiap, to have cer-
tain specified requirements, f or electric fences around the bee yards
before grantins a permit to use their land for beekeeping. Perhaps ,
the beekeepers could be subsidised for their electric fences. In
any ease, if the bears are to be saved, it is vital that something
be done soon.

H, HOOD DUOS HBStmKJ BOXES .

Jn 1966 there sere 262 -oood dut& boxes zoade avaiiablo for nesting in
Qiesser .̂ Qrandj I'Ezell sad Buck Lake Itairics* Biese bosas /ecre cheeked
for use in 196? ssxl tho findings ytsre reported. The boxes -Here chocked
again in December, 15?68. OS the original 262 boxes, four -^ere Edssinsa
or could not be found* Of the remaining 258 boxes, tifo had been torn
down by bears. Biero is saaething about creosotod lumber that causes
bears to wnt to gnmr and clasr it. I&ny- of the creo£foted poles -iiat the
cluck boxoo vj&re tnoun-bod on in Chester and Grand Eraleies had been damaged
by a boar or t^aro. She teo poles tihich Tsere destroyed hM been gnosed
eocroletejy in trjo«, ,Altfo tlie bears seemed to have considered it their
urcine duty to smash the Jaetal predator 0iardo. Uearly alX of the
predator guards in Chesses* and Grand Dairies have boe£ beat up li^r bears.

use made of our booeeo by fiood oiiclcs this past year isas verjr poor.
Only 9 bad been nested in by wod ducks. Of the regaining ones^ 19 had
been used by Carolina -creria, 3 Tyy* crested flycatchers, 3 by screech
(questionable), 4 by unidentified birds and one by a bat.



She poor nesting use by wood ducks can te attributed, at least in part,
to the low water conditions during the past nesting season. The
prairies were dry to nearly dry. It may be significant that 7 of the
nine boxes used by wood ducks -were near Suwannee Canal or Suwannee
Canal cut-.6£f which had nater all year*

One hundred new boxes have been erected this winter in Chase and ^territory
Prairies. Water conditions are generally better in these prairies and
it is believed that these boxes will have better use during dry periods
than those in Chesser and Grand Prairies*

III. WATERFOWL 3RAPPn*J AND BAHUD© -

5his has been Okefenokee's most successful year for duck banding. During
the period January 1 to March U, a total of 535 ducks were banded. Opera-
tions were resumed in September and between then and December 31, 6^k more
ducks were banded.

Of the 1179 ducks banded, 931 were wood ducks. A breakdown by months of
the species banded is shown in the following table:

Waterfowl Banded at Okefehokee in 1968

Jan. Feb. Mar Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec

Wood Duck
Hallard
Black Duck
Green-winged
Teal
Ringneck
Lesser Scaup
Pintail
Blue-winged
Teal
Totals

170
1*5
3

12
8
1

128
31
3

53

l
1

li
3

6
22

293 160

3

22

H

239 261 35 291T 163 33

These birds were trapped in four walk-in traps, one located at each end
of Suwannee River SiXL, one in. Chesser Prairie and one in Sapp Prairie.
Bie following table shows the-.'species and numbers trapped at each of the
sites. The two traps at the sill are listed as one locality.



SESCIBS

Ducks Snapped at Trap Sitea « i ;

SILL SAPPPR&GEOE CHBSSER HUIRIE:

Wood Duck
Mallard
Black Duck
Green-Kinged Teal
Blue-winged Teal
Pintail
Kingneck
Scaup
totals

1*22
0
0 ,
3
0
0
0
0

&£

3Qk
•'.-.- 1

0" • '.'$ .
0 -
o
8

• • 2
#>0

125
78
6
77

- " 1 •
1
66

. 0
35k

We credit the success of this operation to the use of t^e large
iraps and to pre-baiting. 555© trap sites are baited regularly Aether
there is any trapping dons or not. 2!he trap sites ;were baited
through the summer -when there was no

It is interesting and perhaps significant that repeats ijsre invariably
caught in the sanffl trap that iSiey^ere originally taken* Even the re*
peats caught in the two traps at each end of the si TX wore always taken
in the same trap. MB might suggest that i&ere the feeding is good>
tiopd ducks do not wander far. . .

17.
THE

SUCC ÎOH mutimm
RIVHl SILL

ET

S6 transects were chedced this year, Rechecka of the Rsdcet and Hack's
island transects are scheduled f or the summer of

T. PIAKI* StTGCESSXOIT POLLOt'ffm THE l?5U-5> F3HES

Ho transects were fcljscked this year. A recjieck of the Soldier Csĵ  Is-
land and Suwannee Canal transects are scheduled in l?6p.

VI. HJHZC JlElAEtOIJS ,

Uoveeabea* 27-2°, Dr. Berber iardner and class of 17 t logy students £rcaa
Slckinson College, Pennsylvsa3ia were conducted on trips to Hlnnie*s

Uater> BUHy's Island and Chesser Eralrie.

December lU a group of speqialista in wildlife diseases associated uith
the College of Veterinary Ifedicine, tfatversiiy of Georgia, i*ei?0 conducted
oa a trip to C&esser -and Grand Prairies and out Stmanneo Canal* Bie group
consisted of Dr. Frank A* Hayes, Dr. Katherine Erestwoodj 2r* D, P.
ner, Jfr* Larry Andres^ £or. ^bhn Bishop and Sir. Jim Smith, all of the
University of Georgia,, and Dr* Roy C.. Andesson, University of
Ontario, and Hr. John Dunsmoca*, Senior Eesearch Scientist, Oivlsion of

Research, C*3. I.R.O.j Canberra, Australia.
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Biologist Leonard 0. Walker received a promotion and uas transferred
to the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center where he is State Supervisor
in Maryland- District of Columbia in the Division of Wildlife Services.
Hr. Walker assumed his new duties June -2h- \. WUcer vast succeeded by Ifcgene Qppert, vho had formerly been biolo-

gist on this refuge and -who for the past four years has been Mississippi
Valley Biologist stationed at Samburg, Tennessee. Jfr. expert, reassumed
his Okefenokee duties Kbvo&ber 22.

January 20,
Eugene Cypert
Wildlife Biologist
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