OKEFENOKEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
© BIOLOGICAL REFORT
JANUARY -Jumz
3565

1. WILDLIFE POPULATIOHS

'Begular bi-weekly counta of. watarfowl and Wading birﬁs were made on

the prescribed course from Caizp Cornelia to Buzzard Roost end Gapnet

' Lakes, and from,Billy 8 Lake to Big Wnter Lake through.April 3, 1065 -

Water levels. in the swamp were above normal- duriug the last’ re-

_ porting period and rewained ebove norzal through April of this rear, This .
: high wvater has appareutly caused the swamp to be less attractive to water- ;

fowl and wading birds. Wading birds. wvere dispersed 8o that at times more

‘ vere observed along the road side ditches than ware seen in the swamp.

A.  Veding Bivds.

- Common Eggets. Theee birﬂs, although reaidents of the awamp, were
not seen in appreciable numbers until late May and early June., On June b,
$9 were counted along the boat trail from Billy's Lake to Big Water and on
June 17, 38 were counted in Chesser and Grand Prairies. An estimated '
50 common eprets pested in a rookery located mear the 0ld Gennet Leke boat
trall in company with cattle cprets, little blue herons, green herona and

grackles‘ This rookery waa firet visited oo May ho

Sncwy egrets. - Thesé birds are not common o the swaup but ave fre— :

"quently seen feeding in the road side ditches near the swamp. Only two.

oboervations of snowy egrets were made in the swamp during this reporting
period. One was aeen at ‘the above mentioned rookery.. Co

Cattle egrets., The first observabiona of these bir&s for this year -
werc of two birds on Tirber Compartment 13 on March 25, and 30 birds at

- .Cemp Cornclia on April 5. & rookery located near the old Gannet Lake boat -
) trull contalnred an estimated 1300 cattle egrets when vieited on May 20.

' Great Blue Herons, = Great Blues are seen frequently but eesm to be

:wail digpersed and ODlJ a fow are aecn in a day'a travel in the SWALp .

L*ttle Blue Heron. Little Blups were seen with about the usual fra-
quency.  The rookery mentionéd above contained en estimated GO0 little

 blues end 97 were counted nlong bhs boat trail from Billy 5 Lake to Big
) Water on June h e : :

" Green Herons. B Green herons were ‘seen with abcut the unual fre-
guency. - An catimated 200, nested in the above mentioned rookery and in-
dividunl nesta were observgd akong the Suwonnee Canal and Sapling Prairie
boat run.. Lo o . _ *




" birde seen in the Pocket on Morch 22.
. SBuwannee River Bill on May 1A and 20, respectively. _

‘siderably below the 1564 observations for the same period,

© February L ond two werc seen on March 29, three Wilson's snipe ware seen

.the Suwannec Canal om April 15 ;. and four in Chesger Prairie on Moy 20.
- April 2 end oncon April 21; two. purple gallinules and two least bitterns

" Islond on May 1b; and four clapper rail vere scen in Grand Prairie on
B. " Watorfowl.

3 agEd. ,"}

" weekly countp were higher with the euception of the first count in
- Janvary,
- teel remaived until lete April.
' Maul's Hemmock on Hay 27. .

‘Louisiana Herous. Tyo Louisiana horons were observed at the ebove
mentioned rookery on May 20 end two were geen in Cbesser Prairie on May 20.

. 'White Iblses.  The first white ibis observation this year was of
50 birds over Chesser Prairie on April 4. Fifty more vere seen on the
Buwannee Biver 8111 on May 20 and 301 were counted at Big Watar on Juge b,

Wood Ibises; " The fivat wood ibie observation this year was of two -
Five and 21 birds were seen at the
. On June 1& 210 wer\a
counted et Big Water Lake._ o | \ R .\
\
Sandhill Cre.nes. B Y-} usual aoma cranes stayed all. wintev in the i
svamp.  On March 12 & flock of 300 ##5 geen at Camp Cornelin. The . . %~
number of cranes observed during the regular waterfowl counts were con~
‘No crane
necte vere reported thils spring. The following counba vere made. during

trips gcross Chesser and Grand Prairiea.

' Januaz_'y - =
February 2 - 8
February 12 - 8 -

Mareh 16 - - 77
Harch’ 2,, : -'i, 2 ‘_ ‘

Miccelleneous Birds. A cormorant was cbserved on Billj 6 I.ake on

in Chosser Prairie on Morch b and two were seen on the Suwannee River
8411 on May 20; the first awallov-tailed Liite was observed on Timber Com-
pertment 11 on March 12, and nuzmerous later observations were recorded with
ope ghservation made of four kites feeding on dragonflien; oepreys were
conmon along the boat runs; @ single loon was observed on the woet side of
the refuge on April 11; four ye‘ low-crowned night herons were observed e.long

Anericon bitterns were geen alo 2 Buwapnee Canal on March 31 and one on .
vere seen in Sapling Prairie on May 13; one woodecock Wac séen on Mack's

June LT.

Watorfovl 11opumtion=* during t‘he .Late _Hwter and carly Spring aver-
higher thon during the seme period e year spgo. ALL of the bi--

Most of the mollards loft bofore Mareh i but a rfew blue-winged -
A 1one mzllard dmke wag observed pear




e .

~ {adjacent to the swamy.
L Lo

ﬂone of i:he 85 wood ducl: nesting boxes located upstrcam from. the
Suwannce River Bill were utilized by wood ducks thic yeor. Apparently

. natural nesting sitoo are sufficient in this area ag a number of wood ﬂuck
. pairo bave been observed there. The (6 boxes loceted alodg the Suwannee-

Canaliand in Chesser, Chase and Mizell Prairies were ¢hecked in March
‘and ggain in-early July., Of the 66 boxes 10 had been utilized by wood

- ducks. One:nest wae st4ll occupied by an incubating hed on July B and

her pest contained 8 eggs. One mest contained 10 eggs but it'is not™
‘Enowd whether the nest was still active or deserted, = One other pest

o contained an undeternined numbor of eggo. The T recAining nests con~
.. taifed 50 eggs of which 43 hod hotched ond 7 remained in the nosto. -

Thorefore B of the eggo lsin in thece 7. nests hatched suceeaefully;;f"
- Ong nesting box had been torn down and : debtro;ed by -6 bear. It is not

' krmm whether the bo:». ‘contained an-active wood Guck nest at the time of

"tk bear's visit. ' Several uesting boxes were used by other rcoldents
of tho owemp. Sguirrels occupied 7 boxes, small birde 4, screech owls 3,

" ead flying squirrels 1., Eight broods of wood clucke ‘have been reported

. /ml averaged ) 3 young per brood
| Turheys.' |

Turkeys hmre been seen on Cow House Ieland Soldier Camp Islemﬁ

'Billy 's Island, Jones Ipland and in ‘the. Pocket. ‘Ho broode have been ob-

gerved this yeari  The last observations of the turkeys trensplanted

o from Cape Romain Refugc to Billy's Island was in February. Ho broods - ] )

fron this tmnaplanting ha.va been reported to date. '
D, Bears. | :

. Beora and bear signs have been seen with about the same frequency
thip year. An adult bear edd cub were geen in the Pocket during prescribed
burning operations on February . 1l. ' -One adult bear was scon (9% Soldier

" Canp Island and one near Camp Cornelia during early February,  Bear sign

has beén reported on Timbor Compartments 11 and 15; clong Suwannee ‘Canal,

at Kitchen's Landing; Cow House Ieland and in Sapling: Prairie._ ‘A fresh
bear scat found on Cow House Ieland consisted cntlrely of the remnanta of
palmetto buds, “One wood duck nesting box was destroyed by g beoar and

“geven of nine poshs 5uppnrting the roof of the Sapling Prairie Shelter

had been “marked” by a bear. One alligo.t'.o:: nest has bean fo\m& that: wap

. robbed by a bear. .

_ several unafficial reporta have been receivecl of. bear b-ei.ng 1.1113& by
~-the apiorists who waintain their spiaries adjacent to the mfu;_;e boundary.- o
: IIo feasible - solution has been found for thin problem. . . '
v IJ. ' Deer, ' '

B Dear are geen. freqwently anﬂ éeea uign 13 quite comnon on ’c.ha uplamls
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<. @, Otters.

In February the Georgia Game and Fish Commission removed five umale .
and four female deor from the semi-tame’ group of deer that had been feed~ -
. 1og at Stephen Poster Btate Park. The dcer vere fed apples containing en
. {umobilising drug. - Gome of the deer wopdered into the hegvy cover before
beconing immobilized end wers Aifficult to find.  Three deer were found -
dead 68 & result of ingesting the drugged opples. e

_ Mr..'ché.rleb M. i«hrsha],l, ;.Aa}sia{:aﬁt-'l)ire'ﬁtox; ﬂoﬁtheastérn Cooperabi.ve---_."' -
' Diseaee Study, oblained blood samples from the captured deer for their

regional Anzplasmosis Study., - o . . : S
F. _Raccoons. e

-' The raccoon popwlation vjas, drastically reduced by en unidentified _
disease during March and ApwAl of last year. = Howeyer, raccoons are in- _
creasing and are frequently’ seen in end ndjacent to the svamp. ST

K

. Two male otters apid one female otter was shipped to Wheeler Refuge
on January 12 and Morgfh 1, 1065 respectively. During late 196l three wales
and two fenales were /sent to Whoeler.  The total transplant now -stands
at five males and t)/ ee femnleg. ; o : PR o

: ‘Only two obsgryations of ‘bﬁtérs have been reported 't_his period with
the exception of/the three wentioned ébove: = One otter was scen along the
Suwannee anal “An Japuary and one wes seén on @ battery #n Chesser -

-

. Proirvic on MaYch 3.

. Fifining in. the svamp for ¥lueglll, warmouth and chain pickerel bas -
been rcellent during most of this period. - Creel limito of each of theee
'Bpﬁﬁfj;!;es: ‘has .been roporied frequently and almost daily during l.ate 'mzaua 5
ant/ly Jupe vhon the vater wos loy. Incrcased cotches of lergenouth bass
wéte reported. during June, The' concescionaires at Comp Cornolia and -

//Sftephen Fostfr State Park have repb;_t_ea a -thriving:_b_\gs‘mess during this ;‘.j :

PR g :

% .

Duing high veber the alligstors dre well disperded throughout the, .

- o7 Vprairigde and bays. When the water s oy they concentrate in the lakes)
- ./ |boat %irails, runs and 'gator holes. During a periot of low water in late

./ 'May wira early Jume 75 vere counted along the Suwunoee Caval, 56 from N

"?’73113},@'3' Lake to Big Water Lake, and 30 along the Suwannee B}.ver 811 borrq{;
/ ! pit¢, Four uew pests bave been reported close to thﬂ B_traannee.'(:ana_l and t e ,

i, Gignnet Lake boet run. -

e 4 I WEED CONIROL. . = .
== o

. E . o . S . . . \:. .
L\?uriﬁa'this. period the Buwanjnee Canal wes cleared of the r;atg of

o .
: N - N Y . .
R . . ' . : ' ' § . J




waidencane and deuris by a drag)ine mounted on & barge. The clearing L
‘% success, however, nev growth of maldencane encroaching frod the brushy
efiges of the canal threatencd to block: the capal again., This new growth
vao sprayed on M.y 4; 5 and § with dalapon at the rate of 10.1 pounds per
acre of acid cnuwamnt, The maidencene yas in the early blooming stage -
when oprayed and the cfiects of the herbicide on ths ebove water portions -
of the plant were apparent efter sii hours. - By the third day the above
,water portiona of the pla.nts had turnmi brown‘ . It is eatimatea that a
%54 1ill wag receiveﬂ.- , _ ,

IIL IJCOLOGICAL SUCCESSION FOLLOUING PLOODIHG BY
- THE SWMIHEL. RIVER SILL -

S The marl.etl trees in th*e transect was not checked during thia period.
- It ic planned to check this tramsect during July. On May 13, Mr. Eugene
Cypert showea ne where the cantrol transecta were located. N

LIV, PLAI?I' SUCCE..»SION ON PRAIRIE BA‘I'HEE?IES

y I meL with Mr Eugene Gypert. on May 1.2-lh ond ne showc& me the two
battnriea that are. heing studied and. b.ow the date was recorded, Thﬁse
etua*es w;ll be made c‘turing Sept.amber of this year. 1 SR

V. ECOLOGICAL oUCCL‘SSIOY FOLLGWING 'I'HE 1 )Lh-l ,;5_5 I‘IRBS

On I«Ly }.2-}.11», Er. Eugenc. Cypert returned to Okefenckee and. showed we
the locmtion of the burn tramsccto and control transects and ez.plnined the -
mapping techni-ue used to record the vegetative dat.a. o : :

VI.. PUBLIC RELATIOHS

The Stephen Foster Rature Trail was checked anﬂ the signs destroyed
by vanda,l.a were repl&ced. , . L .

: Ansietance was providerl tha Swamla Paz'k m estabT J.shlng a natura trail_
along their board wa.lk AL B

- An announcement re at.t,ve to Water Polutmn Wuﬁ taped for- WACL Ra&ia _
~in Waycross on Yarch 11l.-

. Showed color plides Of’ the sw.zmp at o Cuh Scout paclf meeting at Alic‘e ‘j.
- Street ?‘iemantary School on Morch 23 " There were kO ocouts and parenta
present _ oL - ST : :

: A ta_k on Conservatian and color slides were presented. to a group of o
TS stmﬁents at Folkston High School on. April 9 _

:  Mr. Fred Pariah, Profemsor of molcg;y, Agnes Scott college, and 10
students were glven & tour of the weat side of bhe refuge and. & color slide
_ lecture on May 3. . _ _ L . )

f . Lo . . N




© April 2i.

‘ Three wﬂdlife films were shovn to 9. group of 20 forestry utudenta rrom
the University of Georgia on July 8., The films were*' THIS .T.S THE I‘!AILARD, '

. BEHIFD THE FLYWAYS, and GBORGIA wmmmns

The Iollowing youpn and apecial visitors vere a.ccompamed to poiuta af
1ntereat on the refuge or otharmse assimted. : ‘

b!r Roland C. Roas, Profesaor or Hatural Hietory, Los Angeles Btate

College on Murch 26,

Mr, Robert Murphy, 8 writer, gathering d.a.ta to w:,ita a.book 9‘:‘1’, w‘i‘ldlife

. ‘ refuses on. M.arch 2,,.

 Lou Erickeon, vrit:er for the Atlant.a Jmn'nal on March L.

Carl Fermnich, Victar Kay and Bob- Ba.llou of the Fish end Wildlife Ber-

' vicé visited the refuge on April 12

“Dr, Ralph chullen, Director s mchigan Dapartment of Couaervation on _

Mr Joseph Shomon; Director and qu Byron Aﬂhbaugh, Associate Birectar,

Nature Studies Diviston, National Auduboo Society on April 2_,:. -

Meureu Charlea Vaughan and Nick Chrlas, WAGA Telavision, Atlanta, on .
April 26. : . _ :

Mr B&n Lucien Burman, Readers Dlgest, on’ May 1T-25.

Mr. and Mrs. Goode Dav1s, wrlter for National &ographic Wzin"! on .

Reapectfully rsu’bm:.tted 3

szmfa Al

s . - Leonard O. Walkeyr -
August 12, 1365 - : . wilalife Biologist
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