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OKEFEUOKEE NJ'iTIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

BIOLOGICAL REPORT 

JANUARY • JUim 
1S6~ 

I. WILDLIFE POPULATIONS 
. ' .. . ' ' . -

Regular bi-weekly counts of waterfowl and wading birds were made on 
the prescribed course from Camp Cornelia to Buzzard Roost and Gannet 
Lal:en1 and from Billy's Lake to B1gWator Lake through April 3, 196~. 

Water levels-in the swamp were above normat during the last re
porting pertod and reu:ained above .. normal through April of this year. This 

. high water has apparently caused the .swamp to he lese attractive to water
fowl and wo.ding birds;. Wading birds-were dispersed· so that at times more 
were observed along the roatl. side ditches than Were .seen in the swamp. 

A. WadinS Birds. 

Common Egrets. These birds, -although residents of the swamp, were 
not seen in appreciable nU!:lbers until late Hay and early June. On June 4, 
99 were counted along the boat trail from Billy' G Lake to Big Water and on 
June 17, 33 were counted in Chsassr and Grand Prairies. An estimated 
.50 common CGTets nested in a rookery located near the old C1iennet Lake boat 
trail in company with cattle C/:lrets, little blue herono, green herons end 
grackles. This rookery wae firot vioited on May 20. 

SnO\I"J egrets. These birds ar.e not common in the swamp but are fre
quently seen feeding in tho road aide ditches near the oWWJp. Only two 
observations of snowy egrets were made in the swamp tl.uring this reporting 
period. One was seen at the above mentioned rookery. 

. . 

Cattle eg:rets •. Tlle first observations of these_ bi-rds for this year 
were· of two birds on Tir.:ber Cocpartment 13 on March 2~, and 30 birds at 

.Camp Cornelia on April 5• A rookery located r.ear the old Gaonet Lake boat 
trail contai.nre·dan eo_t1mated 1300 cattle egrets when visited on May 20. 

Great Blue Herons. Great B~ues are seen frequently. but seem to he 
well dispersed and only o few are seen in a dey' a travel in tbe awe.mP. 

Little Blue Heron. Little B.luea were seen with about the usual fre-
quer:;cy. The rookery mention4d above contained an estimated :;oo little 
blues ond 97 were counted along. the boat trail from Billy's Lake to Big 
Hater on Jtme 4. · · 

Green Herons. Green herons were seen with about the uoual fre-
quency. An estimated 200,:ne.st·ea .'in the above mentioned rookery and in
dividual nests were obser~~d utong the Suwannee Canal and SaplinG Prairie 
boat run~. · · · 
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. Louisiana He!rons. Two Louisiana herons were observea. at the above. 
mentioned, rookery on May 26 and. two were seen in Chesser· .Prairie on 14Liy · 20. 

White Ibises. The first white ibis observation this year was of 
50 birds over Chesser .Prairie on April 4. Fifty more were ·seen on the 
Suwannee .River Sill on May .20 and 30l. were co1111ted at Big Water on June 4~ 

. . - . - . I 

Wood Ibises, The .first wood ibis observation this year waa of two 
birds seen in the Pocl:et. on l·lnrch 22. Fiw and 21 birds were seen at .the 

. Suwannee River Sill on May 113 and 20, respectively. . On June 4, 210 wer~ 
counted at Big Water Lake. . .· · .· . \ · 1 

Sandhill Cranes. 4s uauo.l,' some cranes staye.d ull winter in the· 
swamp. On Z.lnrch .12 a flock of 300 <tt6 . . seen at Camp Cornelia, The 
nUlllber. of cranes observed during the regUlar waterfowl. counts were con- · 
sidcrably below the 1~64 observations fc;>r the same period... r~o crane 
neots uere repol;'ted thio spring. The follo\ling coimts were ma<le during 
tt'ips across Chesser ana.' Grand Prail'iee: · 

'. \ 

January • .-· 
Fcbruary-2 6 
February 12 .. ·a 
l·lnrch 16 - 7 
1-lnrch 2; - 2 

Miocellaneouo Birdo. A cormorant was observed on B:!,Uy 1 u Lake on 
Februo.ry !1 and two verc seen on !~reb ~9) three Wilson 1 s snipe WE!re seen 
in Chesser Prairie on l·brch 4. and two were seen on the Suwannee River· 

\ 

Sill on lila;,- 20; t~ first owallo1J-ta1led kite was Observed on Timber Com.,. 
!Jertment ll on t·lnrch 1~, and numerous later observations. were recordcd.1tith 
.one observation made of four kites feeding on dl;'agonflieo; ospreys were 
cor;;mon along the boat runs; a oingle loon was observed on the \10st oide of ..--'-: 
the refuge on April ll; four ye,,low•crowned night hero!W wore Observed along 

. the Suwannee Canal on April 19~ , and four .in Chesser Pr0:1rie on ·l,by 20. 
American bitterns were seen a1.o .g Suwa.nnee Canal on !-larch 31 and. one on 

·April 2 and o~onApril 21; two.purple gallinules and two least bitterns 
were seen in Sapling Prairie on May 1.3; one woodcock waa seen on Mack 1 e 
Island. on May 14; and. four clapper ran were seen in Grand Prairie on · 
June 17. . 

B. Waterfowl. 

~latorfOlfl J)Opulations <luring the late :Ji),nter. nncl curly· spring aver
aged 4;;~ higher th:ln during the same period a year ago. All of the bi
weekly counto were higher with the o::ception of the first count in 
Jnnual'Y, Moat of the c:all.urdo loft boforo f.larch J. but a :t'm-1 bl.WH<ingecl · 
teal remained until lo.to April. A lone mallard diake wa.o obset'Veld near 
Haul' s llrum:locl:: on !·laY 27. 
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I! one of·. the 85 wood duck nesting boxes located upotrco.c :from thE! 
Suwannee River Sill were utilized by \!OOd ducks thio ;year. J\.pl}arently 
ne.tw;-al nesting s1teo are sufficient in this area as a number of wood duck . 
pairs. have been observed there. The 66 boJree located. along t!).e Suwannee/ 
Ce.ne.l~ and i.n Chesser~ Chase and ~llzell Prairies were checked in March 
and again in early JuJ.y. Of the 66 boxeo lQ bad been utUizeil by wood . 
duel;~. One: nest was still occupied by an incubating hen on July 8 and· 
her nest contained 8 eggs. One neat contained lO eggs but it·'is. not'--~· 
knom1 whether the nest was still active or deserted, One other neot · 
contained an undetermined number of eggs, The 7 ret:J&ining nests con~ 
t;lined 50. e~~\l o.·.f which 43 bad hatched. nna 7' remained in the ncsto. . 
Tbqrefore.8~ of the·eggo lain in these 7. nests hatched suceesafully, 
On' nesting box had. been torn down and delltroyed by li bear. It is not 
knlw whether .the box contained an active wood duck nest at the time of 
t~ bear'o visit. ' 'Several neeting boxes were used by other reoidente 
o~ tho swamp., Squirrels occupied 7 boxes 1 .small biTda If, screech owls 31 
Ef.ld flying squirrels l.. Eight broods of Wood ducks have been Teported 
ft10. averaged 9.3 young per brood. 
j • . 

,.c. TurkeiJ.s. 

/ /:_ . Turkeys have been seen on Cow House Island1 Soldier Cwnp Island, 
, ... Billy's Island, Jones Island. and in the Pocket. no broods have been ob~ 
I . ' aerved this year/. The last obse;rvations of the turkeys tre:psplanted 
I 1,' from Cape Romain Refuge to Dilly's Island was in February. no broods 

.' , f · free this tl'nnsplanting bave been reported to date • . pr 
irA D. Bears. 

1 
,//.·:'/ · Beare nnd benl' signs have been aeen with about the eame frequency 

.' 

{ thio year, An adult bear add cub ucit'e ooen in the Pocket during prescribed. 
J 1 burning operations on February ll. One adult bear wao seen at Soldier 
,,. : Camp Island and one nDilr Coop Cornelia during early February, neal' sign 
I'' 1 hno been repol;'teil on Timb.or Compa.rtcent.a. ll and 15 • clo""' Suw.annee ·c. anal. 
···•· -., ' ..., ' /

.. at 1\itchell' s Lunding1 Call House Island and in Sapling Prairie·. A fresh 
' · , bear ocut found on Cow House Island consisted entirely of the remnants of 

palcetto budo, , ·· On9 wood duck nesting box wae destroyed by a. bear and · 

) 

J 
l 

seven of nine posts supporting the roof of the Sapling Prairie Shelter. 
b:ld been "marked" .by a bear.· One alligo.tor neat has been ;f'ounil. that wno 
robbed by a bQar • · 

Several U09fficial·reportB have been received Of. bear b~ng k11led by 
tho apiarist~; who mnintain·their. apiaries ndjacent to the refuee boU!}dary. 
Uo feasible solution lms been found for thio problem, · · 

i.E. Deer. 
\· 

Deer are seen. frequeo1;ly and fleer oign 
\ adjacent to tb.e swamp. 
I 
r 

'\ \ 
•) 

' 
' 
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is quite common .on the· uple.ndo 
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In. Feb:ruary 1;~ Georgia Game ana Fish CollUll1es1on removed five male . 
and four female deer from the semi•tame group of deer tbat bad been feea
ing ,at Stephen Foster State );>ark. The .deer were fed apples containing an 
.:t0111obUiliing drug. Some of tbe deer wapdered into the heavy cover befo:re 
becoaing il:llllobiliced end were ditticult to find. . Three W:er vere found 
dead as a result of irigeotiug the drugged apples. 

M:c. Charles M. ~sball; ,~ei!illtant Dil,•eetor, Southeastern Cooperative 
Disease Study 1 obtained blood ''BillllPles frol!l' the captured W:er for their 
regiona1Anaplasmasis St~y. · 

r· 
F. Raccoons. / 

/1 ' 

The raccoon population Vjaa. d:rastically reduced by an unidentified 
disease during Mal'ch and Ap:r;:i:l. o:f last year. However; raccoons are in
creasing and are frequentl:Y;' seen in and adjacent to the swa.cp. / . 

' · ..::0:.:·~-0::.t::.t:::e::r:.:s:.!.' 

Two male otters a d one fellial.e otter, was shipped to Wheeler Refllge 
on January 12 and Mrl.r~ ·1, 1~:65 respectively.. During le.te l.$)64 three males 
and two females were sent to Wheeler. The total transp).ant now stan[ls 
.at five !llales and ttJ ee female(>. ; .. . . . 

. Only two o~s~ rvations of otters h!>ve been reported this period .with . 
the er.ception Of the three mentioned above• One otter was seen along the 
SllWannee Vanal,. in Janua:ry and olle was seen on a battery en Chesser .. 
Pra1l:'1o on ~ch 3. · · . . ·. . · · . · 

H. Fio7'· . , . . ·.. . 

F:lfohing in. the BWilt:IP for. \JluegillJ 'farmouth and .cbD.in pickerel qua 
been .. 'i::cellent during cost of thie period. Creel. limits of each of these 
spe",1-e& baa .bl!_en rOllOrted frequently and almost daily uuring late May and 

y J\.llll) when the water uus lo\7. Increaaell catche-s of lllrgemoutn ba!3e 
) reported. dur1n(l June. The· conceso1ona1res at camp Cornelia and 

.'f ~epben Fos~~r State Park baYe reported u thriving b~inese dUl•ing this 
·;Leriod. 1 • pll ' ' 

/, t . . ./ ;f I. Allifjtatore. , . .. 1 

,·1: ,,!_ ' . - . - . ' ' ' ' ' - '. ; < :': . D~ing high water tho alligators ().re well disperljed throughout thE!, . 
· . ·· · : , illra1riq/a and beye. When tb.e wat.e:i"' is low . they concentrate in tbe lakes t 

' \boat jlra1le 
1 

runs and • gl:l.tor holes. . During a period of low ua.ter in l.at~ 
:.~.ay ~d early Jnne 75 were counted along the Swannee Ca'(lal.j 56 frotn \ , 1:/Bm~:y. •a Lake to Big Water Lake,_ and so al .. o·ng tbe s.uwannee River Sill borr~w 

. Pit¢. Four new nests }lave been reported. ~:lose to the Strwannee Canal and the 
,\'. a.~~lnet Lake boat run. · · · 

l'.f .' ''· II. WEED CONTROL. ·' t!.)t \,- I[ 

' . 
A. . \ Maidencane, · 

!'" \, 

A\1ur1ng ·this period the swan\!lf'e can~. ~as cl!!ared of the mats ot 
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mao.dencane and dcvl'iEl b~· n drngline mounted on a barge. The clearing wall 
a aucccos, however, nev growth at Niuencane encroaching froo the brushy 
edges of the canal threatened to block the canal agn1n. This new growth 
\lao sprayed on lLy 4, 5 anu 6 with dl!.lapon at the rate of 10.1 pounds per 
acre of acld O•!ilive.lont, The maidencaoe was in the earl.J blooming stage 
'when oprayed and t'!le .cf.i'ecte e>f the herbiCide on thcj above watet· portions 
of tne plant were apparent after a1: .. houro. By the third day the .abov-e 
water portions of the plants had turned .brown. . It is estimated that a 
~;5tp !till was recei vei:l. 

III. ECOLOGICAL SUCCESSION FOLLOWING FLOODinG DY 
THE SUWA!lNEE IUVER SILL 

The aarked trees in thio tranli)ect wile not checked during th1a. period, 
It ia planned to check this transect dur1ns. JUly. On Me.y 13, l•lr. Eugene 
CYPCrt showed me where the control transects were located. 

IV. · PLAilT SUCCESSION· ON PRAIRIE BA'!'rERIES -·-
·I met witq Mr. Eugene Cypert on. May 12-14 and. ~ · ehciwod me the two 

batteriee tbat ate. be log studied and, how the data was recorded. These 
s'tud.lea will be c:ade during September of thle year. 

V. · ECOLOGICAL SUCCESSION FOLLOWING THE 1;;54~1?55 l?mES 

. On tby 12-llf 1 1·11.'. Eugene CYPCrt returned to Okefenokee and ehowecl me 
the location oi' the burn traneccto and control transects and el:ple.ined the 
me.];lping techni:ue used to record, the vegetative dl!.ta, 

VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS 

·The Stephen Foster Nature Trail was checked and the signs destroyed 
by vandals were replaced. 

Aoalstance was provicled the Swamp l'ark in ostabl:l.eh1ng a nature trail. . 
along their boardwalk •. 

An announcement re!at1ve to Water Polution was taped for WACL Radio 
ill vbycroes oo Narch lL · 

Showed color. elides of the swamp at a. Cub Scout pack lllCet.!.ng a.t Alice 
Street El.cmontary School on lbrch 23. There were tiO ocouts and parents· · 
present. 

A talk on Conservation and color elidea were presented to a group of 
· 25 students at Folkston H;J.gh School on April 9. 

Mr. Fred Pariah, Profeeeor of Zoology, Agnes .scott College, and 10 
students were given a tour. of the west sicle of the refuge and a color ellde 
l.ecture on !-lay l. \ 

\ 

5 ' 
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Three vildlife films_ were shown to e. group· of' 20 foreetl'Y students i'l'om 
the University of Georg1& on July 8. The :f'ilme wel'e: THIS IS THE l.w.LARD1 

·J3ElWID THE FLYWAYS, and aEORGIA WHITETA:ILS. 

The following groupe and special visitors were accompanied to points of 
interest on the refuge or otherwise assisted. · · 

. Z.lr. Rpland c. Hose, Proi'eesor of J(atural History, Los Angeles State 
College on M.:lrch 26. · · ·· : . · . ·. . . _ . . 

Mr. F:obert Murphy, a m;'iter1 gathe\'.iOS data to wr.ite a bOOk on wildlife 
refuges on ~rch 2~. · 

Lou Erickson, vriter for the Atlanta :JoUl'nal on March 31. 

Carl Ferlll&nich
1 

Victor Kay and Bob Ballou of the Fish and Wildlife Sel:'
v1ce visited the-refuge on April 12. 

. . 

· Dl:', RaltJh McMullen, Director 1 Michigan DetJ&rtment of Coll!lervation on 
April 21. . 

Mr .• Joseph Shomon
1 

Director and Mr. Byron Aahbaugb., Associate Director, 
Nature Studies Division, National Audubon Society on April 25. 

Mesers. Charles Vaughan and lUck Chriee, WAGA Television, Atlanta, on 

April 26. 
Mr. Ben Lucien BUl'man1 Re'aders Digest, on May :L(-25· 

Mr. and Mrs. Goode Davis, writer. for National <bogra.phic Magazine,. on 

Respectfully aubm1tted1 

. ~t)f/t)d/bt 
Leonard 0. ·walker 
Wildlife Biologist 
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