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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

IN REPLY REFER TO
) / CRESCENT LAKKE MIGRATURY BIRD REFUGE j

)
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QUARTERLY REPORT ON RESERVATION WILD LIFE aui ACTIVITIES
APPURTENANT g%g%ETO-

A

FIRST QD‘RTER/

I. Report on wild life observed during the period.

Ay J4d )

FISCAL YEAR 1936

1. Birds observed and definately identified.

Waterfowl

/&Bllard
VBlue=winged Teal
‘Green-winged Teal
3 &anvasback
/Red=head
Pintail
v Ruddy
oveler
‘Baldpate
/Lesser Sceaup
dwall
/boot
orned Grebe
/Pied=billed Grebe
/Mestern Grebe
v Black Tern
Common Tern
Afhite Pelicad
Jﬁefing Gull
JRing=billed Gull

Upland Geme Birds

jSharp-tailed Grouse
VPrairie Chicken
J Ring=necked Pheasaut
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Shore Birds

vBlack-crowned Night Heron
/Greater Blue Heron
/ Anericeh Bittern
/Long=billed Curlew
vKilldeer
/Semi-Pelmated Plover
vUpland Plover
Aesser Yellow-legs

ilson Snipe

estern Willet

ilson Phalarope

/Hestgrn Sandpiper

Godwit

Birds of Preyv

f%rairie Felcon
Jlarsh Hewk
/ Qaprey
v/Sharp-shinned Hawk
/Rough-legged Hawk
Western Red-tailed Hawk
JSwainson's Hawk
JSparrow Hewk
vBald Begle
v Short-eared Owl
/Burrowing Owl
Berred Owl
Barn Owl
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Birds(Cont)
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Insectivorous

"California Red~wing Blackbird Le&st Fly-catcher

Eastern Red-wing Bleckbird Robin
Brewer Blackbird Barn Swallow .
Yellow—-headed Bletkbird Blue Jey
Magpie Logger-head Shrike
White~erowned Sparrow Night Hawk
White—-throated Sparrow Lleadow Lark
King Bird Brown Thrush
Red=shafted Flicker Western Wood Pewee
Blue Bird Arkenses Kingbird.

R ‘{An estimate taken during the nesting season indicated

N about 800 pairs of ducks nesting on the refuge. This is
- due I am pretty sure to the lack of cover at the start of

> the nesting season, due to the mowing of the hay within

~.4<  the nesting aree's &s, a short time before the start of
the nesting seasonp ducks were ebundent on the refuge, en
estimate indicated a&pproximetely 14000 ducks at thias timm.)
These ducks gradually left this section of the country,
and at the start of the nesting season there was approx-
imately 8000 ducks (including Coot) on the refuge, which
remained for the smmner.)

L’

=

M During the spring and early summer, all of the lakes
on the refuge were on the raise, the height of this rise
was reached on June 20th., &t which time &1l of the lakes
began to rapidly fall. By August 8th water levels hed
ki beceme so low that the potholes in this section of the
country had dried up, and ducks which had been staying on
these potholes mooved in to the larger bodiea of water,
A count teken at this time in coopsration with iore Game
Birds in America showed that 10.182 ducks were on the
refuge, including Crescent Lake on which ducks were most
e abundent. This count was of ducks actually seen,only,

and no doubt there were numerous ducks which were not
* observed. '
e

1 , During the third week in July the iong~billed Curlew

started migrating and were precticelly all gone by the
middle of Auguste

2. Animel Life.
intelopo‘éere occasionally observer on the refuge during
the quarter, these being sighted in the vieinity of
Crane Lake,
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Animel Life(Cont)
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Coyotes ;:ro ¢lesned up during the winter of 1934 and
1935, 8hd no signs of them were found during the summer,
althouth signs of coyotes along ‘the shores of the lakes
have been found this fall, and they can be ‘heard howling
in the vicinity of Island Leke almost every nighty

4
luskrats have been found on Smith; Shaffer, Island,
Crane; Hackberry; and Gimlet Lakes, being most sbundant
on Smith Lakev’but are not abundant enough to make trapp-

‘ing necessary.

Jackrabbits lr- abundant over the entire refuge.,

Reptileaﬁ;fe.

Garter Snakoé; Blue Racer, &and Bull Snakes are sbundant
but no signs of nest depredations that could be charged
to these were found during the nesting season.

Other dctivities.

1.

2e

3e

Grazing.

About 3500 head of cattle ljave been graging on the east
part of the refuge during the summer, this end of the refuge
being used 2s a summer range by the Abbott Ranch. This
part of the refuge has been grazed short, but is in a much
better shape than it was during the fall of 1934

The west pert of dthe refuge which will be used by the
Abbott Ranch es a winter renge is in wery good shepe to re-
ceive these cattle when they &are transferred from the
summer renge.

Protection.

During the summer the entire refuge has been patrolled
each week. No violators were apprehended during the quar-
ter.

During Seturdeys and Sundays on which days fishermen were
most numerous, the recreeational aress were patrolled.

The fire hezzard has been low up until the present time,
but aloockout for fire will have to be kept from now on. I%
is my plan to place & telephone at the Island Lake Fish
Camp, so that any fires sighted from there can be immediatly
reported, this can be done by constructing only one mile of
telephone line.

Improvenents and Developments.

Road signs have been mede and the mein traveled road from
Refuge Headquarters to Alliance hes been marked, and I have
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Other Activities(Conts)

been told by people that vame over this road, that do not
know the road, that i% is very easy to follow now that it
has been marked.

One of the windmills on the Harris piece on Crane Lake
hes been taken down and mooved to the Island Lake Recre-~
ational Area, 2lso & stock tenk waa mooved from the Harris
place and placed by this windmil], this suppliea a plenty
of water for fishermen to clean their fish, and to keep the
fish c¢leaning table cleaned up.

Weeds and grass has been mowed around refuge headgquarters
and this grass and weed's has been placed on the road west
of headquarters which was becoming impessable.

A part of the glass in the Observetion Tower was broken
out, these glass'es have all been replaced.

The Crane Lake Recreational Areea has been pcsted with
Recreational Area Boundry Signs.

Signs reading(No Fishing On This Side Of Lake)which were
on the west side of Island Lake, where fishermen had #& go
some distance down into this closed aree before they ceme to
one of these signs, have been mooved up to where the main
traveled road enters this area, and no trouble has been had
kepping fishermen out of this area since the mooving of these
signse

All of the out buildings on the Harris Blace on Creane Lake
have been torn down, and the lumber:from them hes been piled
up. This lumber will be hauled over to refuge headquarters
in the ne&r furure, and this area will be cleaned up.

There wer also (4) old boats left by these people when
they vacated, these boats were all rotted out, and fisher-
men had calked them with rega so that they could get out
onto Crene Leke with them. These boats were in such poor
shape that even efter they had been calked it almost kept
one person busy bailing the water out of them while in use.
These boats have been torn up, @as I was afraid that some=
one would be drowned by using theme

Public Relations.

Llogt every Sunday was spent at the Island Lake Recreetional
Area among fishermen.

Respectfully submitted,

ol W Laddd.

Acting Supervisor,
Crescent Lake kdigratory Bird Refuge.
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Noted on Crescent Lake Refuge, Garden Co., Nebr.
During 1936,

By W, W. Bennett, Asst. Refuge Mgr, [

SPECIES

ABUNDANCE

>
cree ~1§0 Cygnus columbianus (ord)
1 _13 Branta canadensis canadensis
(Linnaeus)
g/%7chen hyperborea hyperborea
allas
,32fAnas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos
innaeus)
_,3{ Chauleksmus streperus
(Tinnaeus)
_)37 Mareca emericana (Gmmlin)
_ 14+ Dalfile acuta tzitzihoa
(VTelllot)
—134Nettion carolinense (Gmelin)
/4o Querquedula discors (Linneass)
,h4!Qherqu_ah1a cyenoptera (Vieillot)

uf¢‘
Caanit wela

Laadt G

'”4’§§a§“£a clypeata nnaeus
‘/)Ub yroca emericena yton

S0 Nyroce collaris (Donovan)
{4 Ryroce vallsineria (Wilson)
++4Nyroce & affinis (Eyton)
aucionetta clangula emericana
(Bonaparte)
1 Z3Charitonetta albeola (Linnaeus)

;AL)KeIaniEE delgandi (Bonaparte)
JWeme]

! (Efismafﬁra icensis rubida
7 son)

.4 Fulica americana americana
N = (Gmelin)

A3t

&

Occasional migrant
Tolerably common migrent

Tolerably common migrent
Abundant resident
Abundent Summer resident

Abundent Summer resident
Abundent Summer resident

Common summer resident

Abundent summer resident
Occagsional summer resident
Common summer resident

Common summer resident,Tolerably
Occasional migrant

Common migy-ent-Occasionaelly nests
Tolerably common summer resident
Tolerably common resident

Common migrant
Rare migrant
Tolerably common summer resident

Common summer resident




UPLAND GAME BIRDS

Noted on Crescent Lske Refuge, Garden Co., Nebr.
During 1936,
By We We Bennett, Asst. Refuge Mgr,
SPECIES — ABUNDANCE ™
S ;Tymganuchus cupido americanus Tolerably common resident
n '0"‘*) 30 e OHGHE&OH,
w7 #WrPedioecetes phasianellus campestris Tolerably common resident
&}HA j ‘_q(ﬂ"’f P UudSWW)
0 0 7ﬁJPhasianus colchicus torgquatus Common resident
T (GmeliT)
L i, Grus cenadensis tabida Tolerably common migrant
0 p T = {Feters)
Mpﬁ* 1}Oxyechus vociferus vociferus Abundant summer resident
G y % (Linnaeus)
9)yJ y Numenius americanus americanus Abundant summer resident
& ¥ (Bechstein)
L) Bartramia longicaude Common summer resident
(Bechstein)
44 Limosa fedoa Occasionally summer resident
PN (Linnaeus)
_,Mb& Zenaidura macroura marginella Common summer resident

(Woodhouse)




OTHER IMPORTANT GAME BIRDS

Noted on Crescent Lake Refuge, Garden Co.,, Nebre.
During 1536,

By We We Bennett, Asst, Refuge Mgre.

SPECIES ABUNDANCE
p’ Rallus limicola limicola Occasionally summer resident
ey (Vieillot)
a>° Capella delicata Occasional migrant
(Ora)
») Cetoptrophorus semipalmatus Occasionally summer resident
g q, inornatus (Brewster)
L ~Totenus melanoleucus Occasional migrant
PRy (Gmelin)
(}Totanus flavipes Common migrant
¥ =" ~— Bmelin)
,;VLimnodromus griseus scolopa- Common migrant
V" ‘ceus Say)
{Wecurvirostra americana Common summer resident
R (Gwelin)
.}Steganopus tricolor Common summer resident

/; VA (Vielllot)

p,)%"




MAMMALS
Noted on Crescent Lake Refuge, Gardem Co., Nebr,
During 1936,

By W. W. Bennett, Asst, Refuge Mgr.

SPIES - ____ ABUNDANCE v
, § 4 Mustela longicauda longicauda v Abundant i1 e & o
{(Bonapear te)
¥ Mustela vison letifersy .~ Rare P d
4 (HoIlIsfe) 14
4 _Ellogale interrupta une ommon .&/)2(»0%1.& J/H‘*mff )'f Le ’”LL
(RafInesque) on § L /
§ Mephitis (Hudsonica or mesomelas/ Very abundant . foe +1427, A(“ A"
Varians) " ,
5, ..t Taxidea taxus taxus v uncommon Lavsrsrreris Lad N ‘//
(Schreber) , , W
)+9 Canis pebrRaBensis nebracensis v’ common /
{ o i TR (Merriam) VA it ’ J /{‘
/201 Citellus tridecemlineakus . abundant ./ .., ;;:;.L’ ”aé & 47& F ol
puallidus (AITen) < / ; o tat
/ g C _Eomys ludovioisnus ludovicianus 7 rere [fiaire~bis iy, A b TatliedV”
e ord) , ’ 2 4
y/% 17~ Geomys lutescens / common g{, /;/, w Yellow frecii 7‘—/
P aca ‘(Merriam) g A .
V44 2Andatra zpbethige cinnamonina / common 7y obnat el ot %f-l«'/
(HolTister) : L , !
f@ Miorotus pennsylvanicus pennslyvanious /abundant /1; il “sliae FFU & v
/¢ & Mus musculus musculus-y” occasional \ A i
Linnae}) 2 W L Wy /
Y. 4 5 0 Rattus norvegiCus occasional /1 &/, /e F i Y , el
- Loalad |oRéC ~n0w
Lepus townsendii cumpenius l/ abundunt
118 (Hollister ; [ ) /
Lepus o:1lifornicus melantis ebundant Leee Ny
(Mearns) ) 1[4 D . C e v
Vi i, 3 Sylvilegus floridinus similis v abundunt AV, [ A I /
elson) f o)
Autllocﬁn_ amerte»n americuna / unc ommon  Sacad '
Pr lot (Oid')c : s
1%l Prosyon lotor lotor rere Lea oy
(L'Innaeus)/ ; )
Mustela nigripes rere :

(AZadubon & Buachmen)




MAMMALS-Continued
Noted on Crescent Leke Refuge, Garden Co.,, Nebr.
During 1936,

By W. W, Bennett, Asst. Refuge Mgr.

SPECIES ABUNDANCE

T -f’/,/

Neotoms floridana baileyi rare A '//fi?f; Laile i
a ~ *K— &

(Merrliam) ¥ = ird”
Bapus hudsonius campestris occasional ///‘*“"-’f‘v, /‘

(Preble) . .
Peromyscus maniculatus nebr-/ abundent /, et tern) P2R L
ascensis (Coues) ;

M n'\«( f"






