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FORT PECK GAME RANGE
NARRATIVE REPORT

January, February, March and April, 1949

I. GENERAL

A. Weather Conditions.

January was our coldest month, with a minimum temperature of
~29.,3 on the 21ste. Although temperatures were below normal most of
the month, we did not have an excess amount of snow in this immediate
areas Qur only break was a welcome thaw on January 6th.

February was probably an average month with a minimum temperature
of =23+2 on the lst, Precipatation for the month amounted to 23 inches.

Thewing occured nearly every day in March. The small amount of
snow did not produce any flooding and it was nearly dry at the end of
the month, March was not as windy as usual. :

April was our windy and dry month for this period, total wind
movement for the month totaled 7417 miles and there were only 2 traces
of precipation. High temperature for April was 83.2 degrees.

At the close of this period we are in need of a good heavy rain,
Crops and grass are getting off to a slow stert because of this.

Fort Peck Lake cleared of ice on the night of April 19 during
a high wind.

Miles of
Precip. Wind Max. Tempe Min. Temp
January .16 7045 34,1 29,8
February 23 5776 42,1 =2362
March +15 5469 51.9 - 8,0
April - 7417 8342 20,1
TOTALS o54 25707 8342 w2943

B Water Conditions.

Lack of runoff was reflected in the level of Fort Peck Lake,
Levels wereg ’

- January 1 2222.81
10 2222 .58

20 2222,31

February 1 2221,98
10 2221.66

20 2221,38

March 1 2221,32
10 2222+26

20 2222.84




April 1 2224,22
10 2225,07
20 2224,.96
30 2225.19 )
Welir Crest BElevation 2224.943
Elevation gain or loss this period 2.38 Gain
April 30, last year 22275
Water Area as of April 30 197,000 acres

Game and stock reservoirs observed on the north side of the
Game Range are averaging about three-fourths full at the present
time. All reservoirs on and near the south side filled to spill
levels during the spring runoff.

Co Fires,

.

Complete destruction by fire of a building belonging to the War
Department, which was located some 40 feet from our Service Building
was the closest to a fire for this period =« and it was close enoughe

We felt very fortunate that no damage resulted to Fo We So prop=
erty. (Picture #10).

A cooperative fire fighting plan is in the process of being com=
pleted between the Fort Peck Fire Dept. and Refuge personnel. With
this addition of man power and equipment our chance of success in
bringing a fire under control, on that portion of the Game Range
within 40 miles of Fort Peck, is greatly increased.

Plans are also under way with the Bureau of Land Management whereby
the Jordan Refuge Manager will work in cooperation with that branch on
any fires on or near the Game Range west of the mouth of the Musselshell
River,

II. WILPLIFE i

A. Migratory Birds.

le Population and Behavior

Winter Residents. ’
The duck census on January 11 showed thet approximately
7500 ducks were in the area.

All were mallards with the exception of 9 Golden-eye and all were
in the only open water available, that being Duck Creek and the tunnel
outflowe

This hungry horde of birds are apparently building up each winter
and in spite of the severe weather this year we had an increase of
nearly 100% over two years ago.



Page 3.

Again "emergency rations" were withheld as long as possible in
an effort to force the birds southward but when we did open our grain
cafeteria we were unable to let up until the beginning of March. A
total of 664 bushels of barley was fed from January 1 thru March 1.

With this heavy feeding program going on our estimated loss,
primarily from starvation, was 350, or a trifle below 5%,

On January 18, 2 mallards found dead along Duck Creek were disected
and were found to have died of malnutrition. The weekly duck count
on March 14 showed the entire winter population was still with us but
on March 21 only 19 ducks remained in the area they had wintered in,
Opening of reservoirs and marsh areas has scattered them widely.

Two flights made by the Refuge Manager on 4/10 and 4/11/49 in
cooperation with Missouri River Basin Studies, once more assured us
what a wonderful thing an airplane is for wildlife observations and
census worke

The Missouri River from the North Dakota line to the west end
of the Geme Range was flown, an airline distance of some 175 miles,
and inlets, bays etc., observed that it would have been impossible “to
cover by any other meanse

A total of 4757 waterfowl were seen, 40% of which were mallards,
20% mergansers, 10% pintails and the remaining 30% mixed and unident-
ified, Total flying time was 7 hours and 40 minutes,

Spring Migrants
60 American Mergansers really braved the elements and made
their appearance on February 7 when the thermometer hovered at =10%,

Canada geese in small numbers were present along the Missouri River
toward the west end of the Game Range on March 31.

A Iome cormorant was observed April 19 and the Pelicans and Great
Blue Herons were here by the 24th of April.

Scaup in small flocks showed up the last week of April as.did the
Grebes, '

Ring billed Gulls came in large numbers the middle of March,

A flock of approximately 275 Sandhill Cranes passed over on April
14 and Killdeers showed up a day or two l,ter.

’

Other Migrants Observed and First Arrival Dates.

Mountain Bluebirds 3/31
Meadow Larks 4/@
Red-Winged Blackbird 4

Robins 3/27
Mourning Doves : 4/27

Flicker - 4/20
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From information obtained from the files, the spring flight
was slightly larger than that of last year,

2s Food and Cover.

As always the mallards made the best use of stubble fields when
weather permitteds At other times they did their best to keep alive
by getting what crested wheat grass seed they could, primarily on the
back side of Fort Peck Dam, and eventually were forced into local
rancher's back yards to "work over™ grain st&cks and eat what the sheep
and cattle had missed in the feed lots.

At best there¢ were scanty rations and we fesl sure that they
welcomed the warmer weather fully as much as we dide.

3¢ Disease,

None evident.

Be Upland Game Birds,

l, Population and Behavior.

The past severe winter took & remarkably small toitl of upland
birds in this area,

Pheasants in particular came thru in fine shape as did Sage Hens
and Hungarian Partridge. Observations on Sharp-tailed Grouse have been
limited and only scattered small groups were seen occasionally. -

The "Huns" just don't seem able to come back in large numbers.

In contrast the Sage Hens are building up to large flocks in many
areas on the Game Range.

Strutting grounds were inhabitated the later part of Februmary and
on March 1 the first actual strutting was observed. This is fully two
weeks ahead of their usual schedule,

With even a mediocre nesting season the "Ringneckéﬁ should be well
on the way up the ladder,

2¢ Food and Cover.

After the majority of the stubble fields became covered too deep
with snow to yleld any grain the Pheasants and Partridge changed their
diets to rose hips and sweet clover which were everywhere in the draws
and lower countrye. ‘

A pheasant taken by a rough-=legged hawk on January 11 was examined
and found to be in excellent condition, 'his crop being stuffed with rose=
hipse
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Later in the month, 8 self feeders were built and put out in the
vicinity of the Fort Peck townsite by the State Fish & Game Department
and were kept supplied with grain from our barley bin for the following
six weekse. 18 bushels being used in all. ¢

3s Diseases

None observed.

Ce Big Game Animals.

l. ' Population and Behavior,

Although we experienced one of the most severe extended winters
for many years, we have no evidence to dispute our casual observations,
and information from local residents on and near the Game Range, to the
effect that our game animals came through the winter in good condition
and with very little losse This is no doubt.due largely to the fact
that we were somewhat more fortunate than other sections of the state and
adjoining states in that over the majority of the Game Range we had only
moderately heavy snowfall with our prolonged low temperatures ‘and high
windse

The very low coyote population on the majority of the Game Range
also played a major part in the prevention of winter loss of big game.

ANTELOPE

There appears to be a substantial increase in these animals over
last year. Probably most pronounced evidence of this is in the Chain
Buttes area, in Petroleum County where 19 animals were seen by the range
sirvey party while passing through on April 21, and in northeast Garfield
County lying east of the Musselshell Rivers

Wolf reports seeing 40 antelope on and near the Game Range along
the south side in early spring.

MULE DEER AND WHITETAILS

The deer census, usually made during February in ecooperation with
the Montana State Fish & Game Department, with their plane, was not made
this year due to adverse weather conditions and impassable road conditions
for hauling gas, grub and'other supplies into the areas to be censused.

Two aerial reconnaissance flights were made however by refuge per=
sonnel. These were in connection with special cooperative work for River
Basin Studies to determine the extent of winter sports fishing on Fort
Peck lake, wherein a good opportunity was presented for observations of
conditions in general, including big game animals. During a flight by
Hazeltine on March 6th, 5 mule deer and 7 whitetails were observed near
the west end of the Game Range.’ Three of the Mountain Sheep were also seen
in the sheep pasture enclosures
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On another flight by Garratt on March 11, a total of 107 deer and
13 mountein sheep were seen, Of these, 74 were white tails, observed
on the river bottoms near the west end of the range, 60 of which were
in Phillips County, and the 32 mule deer were scattered through the
Range with the majority of them being near the west end. All apimals
appeared to be in good condition and paid little or no attention to
the plane even when observed at close range. Eddie Dubois, local Deputy
State Game Warden, who is probably more familiar with the entire Game
Renge area than any other person, was the pidot on both ‘of these flights
and was extremely helpful in assisting both Garratt and Hageltine in
becoming oriented with various locations on the Refugee

MOUNTAIN SHEEP

Clifford Wolf, stationed at Jordan, Montana has been assigned the
responsibility of keeping watch on the Big Horn mountain sheep that have
been planted near the south boundary of the Game ‘Range by the Montana
Fish & Geme Department. Mr. Wolf also assists the State with meintenance
of the sheep pasturé fence, springs, etce.

For detailed information on conditions end his cbservations at the
sheep pasture the following is quoted from Mre. Wolf's report.

" In spite of a very severe winter the sheep came through in fine
shape, no winter loss occured and all six lambs are thriving.

Roads were impassable to the sheep pasture for the larger part of
the winter.,

One aerial inspection of the pasture was made during the period.
On that inspection one sheep, a large ram, was observed on the outside
of the pasture and it was feared at the time that another one had escaped.
Now it is apparent that this is the one that got out almost a year ago
as on a recent inspection a total of 21 sheep were counted inside the
pasture., He apparently came back last fall some-time and has been there
all winters He had quite an excursion as one time he was sighted about
15 miles east of the pasture. A two wing trapping fence was built on the
morth side of the pasture this spring in the hopes that it would- be
possible to run him in but so far the opportunity had not presented
itself, '

By the end of the period the ewes appeared to be filling out.
First lembs were observed last year on May 25, but we considered the
possibility of some early ones this year as the rutting season might have
been disturbed by the trip up here, but so far no lambs have appeared.

4

The water situation in the pasture is good so far, but will have
to be watched clo:-ely in the future, some thought was given to hlasting
the springs again this year, but was postponed due to the nearness of
the lambing seasone. 3

An inspection trip was made to the pasture during the latter part of
the period with Mr., Hazeltine and Mr. Casebeer of the State Game Dept.

to check plant species and utilizations The following chart shows the
results as found. This covers the period from fall to early spring.
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5

There is a wide variation of the plants used by the sheep at different
times of the year, winter feed seems to consist mostly of browse plants
with some grass that the sheep paw for, spring use seems to be almost
entirely of green grass with & possible use of some newly green amnual
weeds, .

The following chart has been prepared as a result of investigations
made during the above trip:

PLANT UTILIZATION CHART (SHERP PASTURE)

Plant Use Parts Eaten

Big Sage(Artemisia tridenata) Slight Leaves & end of stems
Silver Sage(Artemisia cana) Slight Leaves & end of stems
Rabbit Brush(Chrysothamnus spp.) Moderate Leaves & end of stems
Snowberry(Symphoricarpos spp.) Slight _ Leaves & end of stems
Skunk Brush(Rhus trilobata) Very Slight Leaves & end of stems
Wild Currant(Ribes spp.) None
Shadscale(Atriplex confertfolia Slight Leaves & end of stems
Yucca (Yucca glauca) Heavy- Leaves
Rose(Rosa 2pp.) None
Pricklypear(Qpuntia engelmanni) None _—

GRASSES AND GRASSLIKE PLANTS Use Parts Baten
Blue Grama(Boutelocua gracilis Slight Leaves and stems
Blue Stem(Agropyron smithii) Slight Leaves and stems
Needle Grass(Stipa comata) Slight Leaves and stems
Sand Grass(Calamovilfa longifolia None
Prairie Beard Grass(Andropogon spps) None
Three Awn(Aristida fendleriana) None
Threadleaf Sedge(Carex filifolia) Heavy Leaves and stems
Elk Sedge(Carex geyeri) Moderate Leaves and stems
Blue Grass(Poa spp) Slight Leaves and stems

WEEDS

Western Yarrow(Achillea lanulosa)

Monks Hood(Aconitum columbianum)

Dandelion(leontodon taraxacum)

Wild Cnion(Allimm Cernuum)

Globe Anemone(Anemone hudsonia)

Lyall Angelica(Angelica lyallii)

Curly Cup Gumweed(Grindelia squarrosa)

Sego Lily(Calochortus ‘nuttallii)

Blue Leaf Strawberry(Fragaria glauca) :
Yellow Sweet Clover(Melilotus officinalis) 38
American Pasque Flower(Pulsatilla ludovicisna)
Buttercups(Renunculus spp.)

Russian thistle(Salsola pestifer)

Mountain Goldenpea(lhermopsis spp)

This is a partial list of the weeds that grow in the pasture,
spring gro wth was just starting so no record was kept of the use,
there is no doubt however, that the sheep make use of some of these
plants at varioms times of the year probably in the late spring and
summer o
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One interesting observation was made on this same trip. The
sheep made quite a run around while we were trying to get a total count.
One band of sheep that had run from one end of the pasture to the other
wore observed to be running with their mouths open in much the same
manner am an Antelope. This is the first time that this has been observed."

2¢ Food and Covers

Two field trips were made into the west end of the Game Range this
spring for the purpose of range and browse surveys.

The following is quoted from Tom Garratt's report of his trip into
south Phillips County, April & to 8.

" A four day trip into that portion of the Game Rgnge in Phillips
County was made the later part of March with Mr. Larry Brown of the
State Fish & Game Department.

The primary purpose of this trip was for range examination.
Rabbit brush was used heavily by both deer and livestock.

Snow berry and willow were used to some extent and dog=wood,
grease=wood, and big sege to a still lesser degrees

In no extensive area was over-grazing noticed,

The grasses were just beginning to green at this time and from all
appearances were going to make a good stand,

Seven dead deer were found, two of which were white-=tail bucks
that had locked horns during the previous rutting season and perished.
The remaining five died of unknown causes, starvation very doubtfully
being one of them." 3

' The other Survey was made April 19 to 21 as planned by Hazeltine
with representitives of other cooperating agencies. The following is
quoted from his report dated April 28: ;

" The Survey party consisted of the following menjg .

Russell Penny, Range Bxaminer, Bureau of Land Management, Billings.

Leland Fallon, Range Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Lewistown.

Alva Qould, Asst. Range Memager, Bureau of Land Management, Lewistown.

Robert Casebeer, Range Fieldman, Montana State Fish & Game Department, Helena.
Clifford G. Wolf, Refuge lManager, Fish & Wildlife Service, Jordan.

Ben Hazeltine, Refuge Manager, Fish & Wildlife Service, Fort Pecks.
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The party left Lewistown on the afternoon of April 19 and prow
ceeded to the area immediately west of the Fort Peck Game Range in
Fergus County. Two pickups and a Jeep were used as means of trans=
portations The Jeep was especially helpful for side trips in getting
into rough and isolated areas that could not have otherwise been reached,
in the limited time which we had for the mission,

The late afternoon of the first day was spent looking over deer
browse conditions in and around Woodhawk Creek, as well as possible site
for elk plantinge We entered the west end of the Game Range on the south
side of the river in late evening and camped at what is kncwn as the
Peters place, about one mile inside the refuge boundary.

On the second day (April 20) the party proceeded on east, windirng
in and out of the Game Range boundary. Range and brovse conditions
were given partiocular attention along Two Calf and Armells Creeks, The
night was spent in the cabin at the Baucke place.

On the third dnd last day of the survey we continued east along
the south boundary of the Game Range, stopping occasionally to observe
casually, or to inspect in detail in some instances, the conditiorn of
grass and browse plants. Russell Penny familarized the group with =
system for checking range utilization as used by the Bureau of Land
Menagement. This system was discussed at length by the group and
sample area was selected and a check sheet prepared as a matter of
practice and to determine the opinion of the various members. At first
these opinions were somewhat varied, but after some discussion the group
agreed on most of the fundAmental points. Mr. Casebeer was able to
identify some of the grasses and woody plants that were doubtful to
other members of the partye.

The principal areas visited on the last day were Carrall Coulss,
Crooked Creek, Chain Butte and as far east into Petroleum County as the
mouth of Soda Creek. The possibility of elk planting in these areas
was also considered, . ’

Before the party broke up a general discussion was had and the
conclusion was unenimous that the range was, as a whole, in very good
condition at the present time and, that while certain plants such.as
Rabbit brush and Skunk bush were rather heavily browsed in somée areas,
these probably could be considered more or less as "Ice Cream" plants
and not too important in the overall diet of the deer,

Game observed during the trip comsisted of; 42 mule deer, 8 white-
tailed deer and 29 antelope. I also found an antler from one of the
so-called "Fantailed" deen that are alledged to have inhabited the river
bottoms in considerable numbers in the Early Days", and which are now
supposed to be near extinction. This three point antler is noticably
smaller than that of an ordinary white-tailed deer. It was found in the
river bottom, on what is known as 'Kings Island™. 1In discussing these
animals with Tom Link, a river bottom "native®™, he stated that these deer
are about one half the size of a white-tail and that they still inhabit
Kings Island, which is actually an island only at times of high water,
and that he had seen nine of them there during recent months.
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All members of the pdrty were also unanimous in their conclusion
that immediate steps Bhould be taken in setting up plans for a perpetual
range and browse study on the Game Range and immediate vicinity by the
Bureau of Land Management, State Fish % Game Department and Fish & Wildlife
Servicees Primary consideration should be given to: ’

l¢ Food habit studies.,
2o Current Utilization Study.
3o Range Condition and Trend.

Tentative plans were agreed upon for getting permanent test plots
set up at various intervals in and along the Game Rgnge boundary. It
was agreed that at least a limited number of these plots should be
established at the earliest possible date so that we may have some basis
for future studies and conclusions,"

Range and forage requirements of the present antelope population
is still far below production and a wide safety margin exists,

3o pisease.

Although 7 dead deer were observed by Garratt and Brown in Phillips
County it was not possible to identify the cause of their death, except
that two had died as a result of locked horns. (See photo) The others
might have been cripples left over from last fall's hunting or from
poaching through the winter. There were no signs of starvation,

De Fur Animals, Predators, Rodents, and other Mammals,.

COYOTES

The use of 1080 poison has been very effective in the reduction
of coyotes on the major portion of the Game Ranges The predatory
Animal and Rodent Control Bivision has continued their campaign against
these predators during the past winter, Bait stations were established
on the Game Renge in Fergus, Bast Garfield and West McCone Countles
with the usaal good successs

Practically no coyotes, or the effects of them, have been noted
on the Refuge., Nearly all local livestock men and sportsmen speak highly
of the progress made in coyote eradication,

BOBCATS ’

We have reports of a few being observed but they are doing no

_ particular‘damage that we know of. Cliff Wolf keeps e sharp look=cut
for them in the vicinity of the sheep pasture, but no signs of them
have been observed during this period,

PORCUPINES

Damage to our timbered areas by these animals is inereasing to an

.
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alarming extents Control measures should be undertaken at the
earliest possible date and a request has been made to our Regional
Office for assistance in their control by the Predator and Rodent
Control Disision.

L

JACKRABBITS AND COTTCNTAILS

Trend is upward in number but not enough to have any appreciable
effect on range conditions,

The following is quoted from Cliff Wolf's report:

" There was some winter loss among Cotton-tails and in places it
was quite severe. 1In the early part of the winter before the bad weather
came cotton~tails were all over. After the winter was over few were
to be seen anyplace.”

PRAIRIE DOGS

Seem to be increasing somewhats Predator and Rodent Control men
used 40 1lbs of poisoned oats last fall in control of these rodents in
the Haxby Point area with good to+fair success., Continued control measures
will be taken.

BEAVER

All " indications point toward a considerable increase on the upper
river area and on Big Dry. A census of these fur bearers is planned for
this fall in cooperation with the State Game Department.

MINK

There are probably a few on Duck Creek below Fort Peck Dam, but
no signs of their presence or predation to the ducks was noted the past
winter,

1

E. Predaceous Birds, including Crows, Ravens, and Mggpies.. .

Golden Eagles showed a slight increase over previous years through
out the Game Range. The surprising thing being that not more of them
collected their meals along Duck Creek than did, considering the
numbers of weakened ducks that would have been "easy pickens". Only
three were observed since January 1 in this area.

!

One large specimen in south Phillips County was disturbed from his

meal of freshly killed sage hen.

The usual few Bald Eagles were present for only a short perlod
this spring as they passed thru,

An occasional Snowy Owl paid its visit and most of them "ceased

Reretions“ in traps at the State Geme Farm where they preyed upon the
easants to some ektent,
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The Magpie population is slowly but steadily building up but our
summer compliment of crows which began arriving April 1 is small enough
that no control measures are necessary.

On the afterncon of March 15. 8 Rough-Legged Hawks were counted
along a 2 mile stretch of roed on the way to "The Pines", All of these
were busy mousing.

Fo Fish

Present indications are that fishing will again be good during
the coming season but it is a little too early to make any definate
commitments in this respect,

Tentative plans by the State Fish & Game Department for permitting
commercial fishing in Fort Peck lake have apparently been abandoned for
this year, or until further investigations of existing condltlons can be
mades

A rather extensive fish planting program for Fort Peck Lake is planned
for this season by the Montena State Fish & Game Department,

ITI. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT & MAINTENAGCE

Ao Physical Development, Maintenance, and Operational Activities.

Considerably more construction work was planned for portable patrol
cabins, fire fighting units, refuge ideuntification signs, etct than we
were able to accomplish. This was due in part to time required for prop-
erty transfers and getting acquainted with the new area as a result of
personnel transfers. This, along with the confusion that usually occurs
at such times,. 2

However, the following is an outline of the more 1mportant wprk that
was accomplished by refuge personnel during the periocd:

l. Completed remodeling Service Building rooms for office use.

-This work: which was started last summer, consisted of completing
the remodeling and renovating of 4 rooms for office and lavatory use in
the mess hall building being used as shop and Service Buildinge.

4
In completion of this job the following was accomplished,

A. Composition tile floor taid in all four rooms and waxed.

B. Installed 3 fluorescent light fixtures, Natural gas floor
furnace and thermostat control, and extention of gas line
from shop furnace.

C. Refitting doors and installing dcor locks and door closers,

D. Replace damaged cellotex, painting and calsomining lavatory

rocme
E. Selection and framing a collection of wildlife photos which

wore installed in office rooms together with large G. R. maps,
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2. Improvements at Quarters No. 1 (occupied by Mr. Garratt)’

Work on these quarters was begun last fall and the following
improvements during the period has completed our objective of placing
these quarters in a liveable condition: (See photo)

A. Reer porch enclosure removed and rebuilt, size 8 X 12 ft. .

B. Painted porch two coats and applied last coat to garage.

C. Landscape improvement including removal of dense weed
accumulation and dead trees, lawn improvement, pruning trees and plant-
ing new trees for replacements A

3¢ O0il Bouse Construction.

Salvaged material from one of our dismantled barracks buildings
was used for construction of a much needed oil house, gize 10 X 16 ft;,
near the west end of our Service Building for storage of oil, greases
and paint which has been stored in the Service Building for sometime
and which has omstituted a bad fire hazard. This building is near
completion and our oil and paint stock will be moved into it in the
very near future. i

4, Pire Equipment Improvement.

A. Fire ladder installed on north end of building with sign "FOR
FIRE USR ONLY".

B. Installed 3 more foam type extinguishers in Service Building.
Rearranged and relocated all extinguishers at more appropriate and
accessable points and mounted on 32 X 18 inch red backing boards.

C. Sand barrels in Service Building checked, refilled and stenciled

"FIRE USE ONLY", and sand shovels painted red and mounted above.

5. Maintenance and Repair of Equipment.

In addition to the usual preventive maintenance and mingr repairs,
the following work was performed in our shop to keep our vehicles in
good mechanical condition and for use throughout the summer months:

Ford Pickup, 3 ton, 1942, Tag No. I-16058.

l. Installed new (rebuilt) block assembly, carburator and
distributor.

2+ New front spring installed.

3. Brakes checked, filled with fluid and bled.

’

Chevrolet Panel Sedan, 1938, Tag No., I=16059.

lo Installed new clutch plate, steering sector and bushing, coil
and distributor points, new battery and cable and new generator.

2. Valves refaced and reseated and sterter repaired.

3¢« Removed motor to repair oil leak at rear main bearing, and
Prestone leak at rear soft plug in water jacket.
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Ford Sedan Delivery, 1939, Tag No. I-16374

l. Removed motor to repair cracks in front end of crankcases .
2¢ Installed new front frame member, clutch plate and universal
Jjoint,

International‘é ton pickup, 1949, Tag No. I=160067.

ls 1Installed new heater and defroster, Fire extinguisher and flares.
2. Installed auxillary ges tank (45 gal.) behind cab.

Chevrolet, = ton pickup, 1941, Tag No., I-16057.

Removed tires and wheels and replaced with original 18" wheels
and tires, removed auxillary gas tank, trailer hitch, fire extinguisher
and license tags in preparation to sell vehicle through bid.

€. Duck Feeding

Due to prolonged cold and severe winter conditions it was necessary
to step up our feeding operations for the 7,500 mallards that wintered
on Duck Creek seepage area below Fort Peck Dam., 33,000 pounds of barley
were fed during January and February from our supply of share crop
grain., (see photos).

7. Property Inventory and Transfere.

A physical inventory of property was mede in preparation for the
Horn=Hazeltine transfer and again rechecked and transferred prior to
Mr+ Horn's departure.

8s Boundary Posting

A few boundary signs and posts that had rotted off were replaced
along the south boundary in Garfield County by Cliff Wolf,

9. Miscellaneous 0dd Jobs,.

ls Built, painted and stenciled sign for designaflng new
location of our office (see photo).

2. Arranged parking lot for employees cers and'visitorse

3s Moved large accumulation of water and gas pipe and misc.
fittings from Service Building shop to storage racks in warehouse in
mess hall, No. 3333. 7

4. Replaced and repaired broken and demaged cellotex panels
in shop and gerage space in preparation for calsomining.

5. Repaired faulty light wiring in garage which elimanated
lighting difficulties as well as a serious fire hazzard.

6s Installed galvanized metal eves trough above garage doors,

7« Crated and shipped surplus tocols, including 4 wrench sets,
to other refuges. -



Page 15,

The following fencing permit applications were received through
the Bureau of Land Management and approved during the period for
construction on the Came Renge.

George Currey Seco. 17, Te 22N, Ro 39 B.
Town Brothers Sec 1 & 2, Ts 21N, Ro 28
John Howard Seces 17, Ts 22N, Re 39E.
Claude Currey Sece 17, To 22N, Re. 39E.
Ae Ro Hays 2 Sec, 17, Te 22N, R. 39E.

l, Aquatic and Marsh Plants

None.

2. Trees and Shrubs

A few hybrid poplars from nursery plot at Bowdoin Refuge
were planted at Quarters No. 1 to replace dead cottonwoods which were
removeds.

3. Upland Herbaceous Plants.

None
Ce Collections.

l, Seed or other Propagules.

2¢ Specimens,

Do Receipts of Seed and Nursery Stocks

l. Fifty pounds of crested wheat grass seed was received from
Medicine Lake Refuge and 25 pounds of brome grass seed from Slade
Refuge in North Lekota was received for planting on Dikes etci, on the
easement refuges.

IV. ECONOMIC USE OF REFUGR
Ae Grazing. ‘

Two trips were made to the Geme Range this spring, the primary
purpose of both to inspect range conditions. The former, north of
the river, showed heavy usage in only one place and the second trip
into Fergus, Petroleum and Garfield Counties showbdkver usage only in

scattered small areas,

On the whole the range is in very good to excellent condition.
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B. Haying.

Nothing to report.
Ce Fur Harvest.

With the State prohibiting the taking of beaver along either the
Big Dry or upper river inside the Game Range there was no fur taken

legally. " $

e Timber Removale.

No permits were issued or applied for during the period and no
timber removal. ;

Ee Other Uses,

Nothing under this subjecte.

V. FIELD INVESTIGATION OR APPLIED RESEARCH

Ae Progress Report.

Only preliminary plans have been laid for perpetual range survey
studies on the Game Range, but we hope to establish at least a part of
our permanent check plots this summer.

B. Bird Banding.

The cloverleaf type trap constructed in December was operated 9
days during the fore part of Janauary with the results shown below.

Drake Mallards banded 791
Hen " - 238
TCTAL 1,025

Sex ratio 1 hen to 3.32 drakes,.
0f these only one "recovery" was made, making a total of 5 recoveries for
the entire winter trapping, but toward the end of the project "repeats"
ran up to 250% of birds trapped each day., As usual some of the same
birds re-entered the trap day after day to stay in the "gravy=train",

Only 4 birds were lost due to injury. Three of these dying from
broken necks and the remaining one from drowning.

This operation was carried on with the very able assistance of
personnel of the State Fish & Game Department.

We are looking forward to again working with these people and
to banding at least as many birds in the coming season as we did in
the past.
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V1., PUBLIC RELATIONS

A. Recreational Use.

+

About the only recreational use to report for this period is
fishing which is covered under "E" below.

The War Department is going ahead this spring with their
development of recreational areas at the Fort Peck Recreation area,
The Pines, Rock Creek and Hell Creek.

Be Refuge Visitors

-

The following were the more important visitors at the office,
Many more of less importance were received.

January 18
January 18

January 19

February 1

February 25
March 1
March.B
March 19

April 18

Herb Freide, District Warden Supervisor, State Fish & Game
Depts Mutual problems and casual visit. 2 hours,

Larry Heiner and Jim Salinas, Missouri River Basin Studies,
Billings, Montana, Fisheries investigation.

Clayton Zook, Miles City end Bill Richardson, Rosebud, Mont.
Predatory Animal Control District Agent. Discussed location
of 1080 stations.

Jack Cwens, State Fish & Game Department and Leon C. Snyder
Refuge Manager, Bowdoin Refuge, casual visit while passing
through town. 7 hour.

Walter Bverin and Qvie Wolverton, Chief Deputies, Helena, -
Montana. Casuel visit and discussed mutual problems. 2 hours.

Harold Price and Earl Sayler, Predatory Control Division,
Havre, Montena. Discussed predations and mutual problems. 1 hr,

Jim Selinas and Joyn Byrns, Missouri River B&sin Studles,
Billings, discussed creel census, 1 hour,

W. E. Riter, Portland, Oregon ﬁnd Gene Grand, District Agent,
Billings, Montana, casual visit while passing through town, 1 hr.

Fletcher Simms and John Byrns, Missouri River Basin Studies,
Billings, djscussed creel census and picked up fishing
information.

»

Co Refuge Participation.

The Valley County Sportsmen's meeting in the Fort Peck Rec. hall
was attended by Tom Garratt and Ben Hazeltine. Plans were discussed for
the forthcoming fish derby and a brief introductory talk was made by

Hazeltine.,

A good lunch was served and a splended display of moving
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:

\

pictures was given by Dr. Leach of Malta, Montana. This meeting was
held on the evening of February 12,

April 9. A membership drive meeting at Frazer by Valley County
Sportsmen’s Association was attended by Hazeltine and a short talk given
on operations and future plans for the Fort Peck Game Rangee. The meeting
was low in attendencs.

The Service film, "Haunts for the Hunted" was obtained for showing
by the Federation of Federal Employees in Fort Peck on January 31 and
again on April 19 for showing by the Order of Eastern Star at their
regular meeting in Fort Pecks, Representatives of both groups expressed
their gratitude and enjoyment of everyone attendinge
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De Hunting.

Some thought has been given to what degree of success might be
pbtained at "helping" the ducks on their southward migration in the
fall by opening to public shooting, that part of the Game Range ‘in
which they now winter.

It is felt that a concentration of hunters here might induce
enough birds to move out to ease our winter feeding problem which is
each year becoming larger. ¢

Ee Fishing,

The first half of the period was too cold for all but the very
hardiest of ice fishermen and catches by these "gluttons for punishment"
were small, .

However, about the first of March when the weather broke to some
extent, the ice below the spillway was literally dotted with holes and
alive with fishermen. Two men made a nice catch of 160 yellow perch
(no limit) in 3 hours. :

Several 1limit catches of saugers were made and an octasional
crappie and/br ling added variety to the sport of pulling them thru
the ice.

The early part of April a few trout began hitting spoons end from
then on enthusiasm ran wild.

Twenty=two fishermen were counted in a half mile stretch of river
below the tunnels on the evening of April 4,

When the ice went out of the lake on the 19th of April, fishing
for Rainbows from the face of the dam again became popular. To date,
catches have becen few and far between but 85% of the trout landed
run over 4 lbs, bearing out that reproducing of this species is not
taking place in these waters,

Personnel from Myssouri River Basin Studies in Billings, made
three trips to Fort Peck during the period to check fishing pressure
and catches, The last trip during the middle of April ‘gave them some
good data on perch and saugers and crappies averaging over 1% pounds,

All perch teken during March were full of spawn.
Fe Violations,
While there are considerable rumors, and some evidence, of deer

poaching on the Game Range, no such cases have been apprehended, probably
due to the lack of time we have to spend on law enforcement worke
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One pheasant poacher was apprehended by Hazeltine near Jordan
on April 18 after a "hot" chase at 70 to 80 miles per hour for a distance
of about 8 miles, over rough and dusty roadse Information on this case
is as follows: ' ¢
Offender, Ira Kellogg, County Acessor, Garfield County, charged with
killing a pheasant in closed season; arraigned in State court; paid
$50,00 fine and $2.50 costs.

There is need for considerably more law enforcement work on the
Game Range,

VII. OTHER ITEMS

Ae Items of Interest,

Ben M. Hazeltine arrived at Fort Peck on January 10 to accept
the responsibility of Refuge ianager to succeed Thomas C. Horn who
transferred to the Stillwater Wildlife Management Area at Fallon,
Nevada on January 29

After complete rearrangement of ouwr fire extinguishers, sand
barrels and the installation of a fire ladder was completed at refuge
headquarters, a meeting of all personnel was held,

It was agreed that a fire plan should be developed for the head-
quarters. This also included orientation of employees with the locatién
of extinguishers, for what the different types were to be used and how
they should be useds Thomas Ggrratt was appointed "Fire Chief" for the
present time, and it is planned to have occassional fire drills.

A plan has been setup whereby each member of the refuge staff is
to participate in the preparation of the Refuge Narrative reports,
including the taking and selecting of photographs. Each employees has
been provided a copy of the entire narrative report outline on which is
indicated the topics and (or) sub-topics which have been assigned to
him and the other members, 3

Narrative Report data sheets are kept by each staff member at Fort
Peck throughout the report period which are also made available to others
at No Re times, Clifford Wolf at the Jordan station prepares a brief
outline of his activities and observations which is submitted to Fort
Peck for inclusion in the report. The report for the four Easement
Areas was prepared by TomrGarratt this period. The final reports
are prepared by our clerk Leo Ellingson from fough draft form prepared
by himself and the other members,

Be Photographs.

A selection of photographs taken during the period will be found

following the Neo R. forms, part of these have been furnished through
the courtesy and cooperation of Larry Brown, Renge Field Man
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Restoration Division, Montana State Fish & Game Department, who is ~
now stationed in Fort Peck. Also, some were taken by Clifford G.

Wolf with personal equipment and film. Both Larry and Cliff do their
own developing and printing. We are indebted to them for these photos.

ANNUAL SUMMARY REPCRT
FORT PECK GAME RANGE
May 1, 1948 to April 30, 1949

Weather and Water Conditionse

The 8,53 in. of precipitation through May-August has been
followed by only 1,01 in. of precipitation, all in the form of snow,
during the entire eight month period from Sept. through April. 'As a
result we are going through a rather severe drouth period at this .time.
The total of 9.54 in. for the past year compares with 10,08 in. for
the preceeding year. 13.00 in. is our average annual precipitation.

We have just experienced ome of the most severe winters that has
occured in this area for many years. Fortunately, we had comparatively
little snowfall or otherwise the extended cold, and high winds would
have made conditions extremely severe.

The customary fluxuation of water levels throughout the summer
and fall has had no serious ill effects on Fish or Wildlife that we
know of. We were fortunate in escaping reoccurance of ice jams
at the upper river area this spring that caused considerable damage
to emiver bottom white-tail deer habitat during the spring of 1947 and
to a lesser degree in 1948,

Stock and game watering reservoirs held out well through late
summer and fall and all of them on the south side of the Renge filled
this spring as did the majority of them on the north side during the
spring run-off.

Migratory Birds.

The waterfowl picture for the entire season was definately brighter
than for the preceeding year. Estimated total waterfowl usage during
fall migration was 79,000 ducks. As customary our spring flight of ducks
was smaller than the fall flight and was estimated at 39,500,

An estimated 500 geese used the refuge during migration this spring.
The most of this use is on the upper river area near the west end of the
Geme Range.

We have reports from local ranchers that a few geese are nesting
on small islends in the river but we have not as yet been able to

confirm this.
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Upland Game Birds,

The 1948 nesting season gave this group the best opportunity
for a comeback in years., With the absence of the usual late frosts
and with no extended periods of heavy rainfall or hail, nesting and
brooding conditions were excellent. A low coyote population with a
definate uptrend in rabbits has also given them some relief from
predatione

The population trend on sage hens is definately up. This is
probably also true of ringnecks. Lack of time for census work prevents
a definate statement on sharptails, but we beleive they are increasing
on an average throughout the Game Range. Hungarians are about holding
their owne.

Big Geme Animals.

Mule deer have done exceedingly well on the Game Range through
the past year. Lack of coyote depredations appear to be responsible
for the great number of twin fawns observed with does,

Whitetails, in their river bottom habitat did equally as well as the
mule deer, Absence of spring flooding of the river bottoms this year
as occured during the two preceeding years will allow these areas to
recover somewhat from the scars of ice and water damage.

The statement that continual outflux of deer from the Game Range
is seeding all of northeastern Montana is a common opinion among local
sportsmen and randers. Many of the "old timers" agree that there are many
more deer along the river in the Game Range than at any time in their
memorye

Last fall marked the first open deer season on the Game Rarigee. That
portion of the refuge in Fergus County was opened to taking of bucks
only from Octe 30 to Nove 7% A kill of 150 bucks was desired. At the
close of the second day 327 hunters had checked thru 101 deer. It was
estimated that a total of 64 deer were killed on the Game Range and
97 near the Game Range on the outside = making a total of 161 deer
taken on and near the refuge,

The number of twin antelope fawns observed this yedr with does was
conspicuous and noted by all persons familiar with them. While it is
doubtful that the Geme Range population will ever reach the 1500 as quoted
in the Executive Order, without fencing the antelope ranges on the
refuge, the population around the Game Range is growing rapidly.

Forage conditons-on the Game Range are considered good but not
excellent. There is an urgent need for establishing test plots through
the Game Range and making regular surveys of our forage production and
uses
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Populations are building.up to where at least two additional
members should be added to the Game Range staffs A biologist is
needed to conduct intensive fange survéys to determine browse use
in redation to populations and, a man to devote his entire time to
law enforcement patrol. :

The introduction and transplanting of 16 Big Horn mountain sheep
from Colorado by the Montana Fish & Game Depts in which we are cooperating
has been somewhat successful during the past year. The sixteen sheep planted
in the Billy Creek breaks in November 1947 produced six lambs during
the past year and both the yound and old ‘animals all came through the
past winter in good condition.

Predatorse.

Continued use of 1080 compound by the Predator and Rodent Control
boys has resulted in bringing the coyote population down to a desire=-
ab}e level over nearly all of the Game Ranges A few scattered areas may
have to be inspected during the summer to determine if further intensive
control measures are necessary.

Refuge Development and Maintenance.

The following are some of the mejor development, improvements
and maintenance jobs completed:

l. Renovation of Quarters Noe. 1l
2, Completed improvements to 4 rooms in Service Building for
use as office and lavatorye.
3¢ Constructed oil house 10 X 16 ft,.
4, Maintenance and Repair of all refuge equipment,
5. Winter feeding of 7500 ducks.
6+ Replacement of many boundary signs and posts.
7. Also many miscellaneous odd jobs as outlined in detail in the
quarterly narratives,
o

Economic Useo

Grazing, as conducted under permit by the Bureau of Land Manégement,
shows very little overuse by livestock on the Game Range through the
past year, X ]

e

Two share-cropping permits are in operation covering 80 acres of

farm land, end 11 gun carrying and 2 wood cutting permits were issued.

’
Public Relations.

Recreationel use probably exceeded slightly the 12,000 man days
estimated for a year ago.

About 60 official office visitors were recordede.
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Several sportsmen's and other meetings of interest to our
Service were attended by refuge personnel.

We are still striving to render the best possible service to
the public through wildlife conservation and to effect good relation=

cship with the public as well as other cooperating State and Govt.
agencies,

Respectfully submitted:

A
Be ¥, Hezéltige
Refuge Manegsr

Report completed May 10, 1549

M

Approved--Regional 0ffice




WATERFOWL

Refuge Port Peck Game Range Months of January to April 1949
(1) (2) (3) (4 (5) (€)
Species ¢ First Seen Peak Concentration 5 Iast Seen Young Produced Total
Broods BEstimated | Estimated”
Common Name Number Date - MNumber Date Number Date Seen Total for Pericd
I. OSwanss
Whistling swan
II. Geese:
Canada goose s 3/16 200 s/31 500
Cackling goose
Brant
White~fronted goose
Snow goose
Blue goose !
III. Duckss b '
Mallard 3 N 7600 1/11 16,000
Black duck
Gadwall 11 4/8 400 4/10 800
Baldpate 12 4/4 300 4/10 00
Pintail 21 8/26 1500 4/1 5000
Green—winged teal 7 4/19 2000 4/286 4000
Blue-winged teal 1 4/19 400 4/26 1000
Cinnamon teal ; :
Shoveller 1 4/19 250 4/28 1500
Wood duck
Redhead 7 4/a 60 4/16 760
Ring-necked duck
Canvas=back 2 N 76 4/10 200
Scaup - 20 4/5 4000 4/10 . , 7600
Golden—eye gl 4/6 400 4/10 600
Buffle-head 2 4/23 150 4/286 , 200
Ruddy duck 2 4/21 60 4/30 . 100
American Merganser 60 - | 2/ 160 s/30 1500
IV. Coots ' . , < g
s ~
o0
3-1750

(July 1946) . (over) Form NR-1



SUMMARIES
Total Production:

Geese : Total waterfowl usage during period 89,5680

Ducks . Peak waterfowl numbers_. - 7500

Coots - Areas used by‘concentratiéhs Coves on upper lake, dredge
suts, and river helow dam.

Principal nesting areas this seaéon

Reported by

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Species: In addition to the birds listed on form, other species occurring on refuge during the
reporting period should be added in appropriate spaces. Special attention should be
given to those species of local and National significance,

(2) First Seen: The first refuge record for the species during the season concerned in the reporting
period, and the number seen, This column does not apply to resident specles.

(3) Peak Concentra— The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
‘ tion:

(4) Last Seens The last refuge precérd for the species during the season concerned in the reporting
period.

(5) Young Produced: Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts on repre-
, sentative breeding areas. Brood counts should be made on two or more areas aggregating
10% of the breeding habitat. Estimates having no basis in fact should be omitted.

(6) Total: Rstimated total number of the species using the refuge during the periocd. This figure
may or may not be more than that used for peak concentrations, depending upon the nature
of the migrational movement.

Note: Only columns applicable to the reporting period should be used. It is desirable that the Summaries
receive careful attention since these data are necessarily based or an analysis of the rest of the form.
2338
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Form NR-1A MIGRATORY BIRDS
(Nov. 1945) (other than waterfowl)
Refuge..... Fort Peck Game Bange . . Months of January .. .. to....Aprdd 194.9 .
(1) (2) (3) y (4) (5) (6)
Species First Seen Peak Numbers Last Seen Production Total A
Number |Total # | Total Estimated
Common Name Number Date Number Date Number Date Colonies!| Nests Young Number
I. Water and Marsh Birds:
Blue Herons 1 4/24 Present 50
Sandhill Crane 278 4/14 1000 4/20 275 4/14 $500
White Peliean 8 4/24 Present .2
Doudble Crested Cormoramt 1 4/19 Present s
IT. Shorebirds, Gulls and
Terns:
Ring Billed Gulls 20 3/1s 150 4/A5 | Present 760
California Gulls 5 8/28 76 4/16 | Presemt 400
Killdeer ) & 4/16 200 4/%0 2000
; ¢
e
- »
g o
3
|
(over)




(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6).
III. Doves and Pigeons: l
Mourning dove 2 4/50 8till Present oG 100
White-winged” dove 3 -
IV. Predaceous Birds:
L - LA Present| thru entire periofl 75
FIRENIKH, Bald Eagle 1 $/21 3 3/26 1 4/2 12
AAIEEE A Rough-Leg- 1 115 Still|present 125
Magpie Presept thru eptire per}od 1000
Ax¥EX Snowy Owl 1 1/%0 10 216 1 1/30 25
CEOW 6 4/1 Still|present 360
Marsh Hawk 1 3/22 150 4/16 Stil1l|present 2560
Sparrow 1 4/16 Still |present 200
Yo Misc. i
White Peliean _ 6 4/2¢ Still|present 25
Double-srested eormor- b § 4N9 Still |present B
ant.
REPORIF Ve s oo SR R e
INSTRUCTIONS
(1) Species: Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Edition, and list group in A.0.U.
order. Avoid general terms as "seagull", "tern", etc. In addition to the birds listed on

form, other species occurring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro-
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National
significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes to Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes)
III. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes)
% IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strigiformes and predaceous
Passeriformes)

() First Seen: Thé first refuge record for the species for the season concerned.
(3) Peak Numbers: The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
(4) Last Seen: The last‘refuge record for the species during‘the season céncerned.

. (5) Production: Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts.

(6) Total: Estimated total number of the species using the refuge during the period concerned.
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Form NR-2 UPLAND GAME BIRDS
(April 1946)
Refuge Fort Peck Game Range Months of Janusry to _April y 194_89
2 " ‘
(1) (2) RO RO (5) (6) (7) |
Species Density BrBdiecd Ratio Removals Total Remarks
38 s S |Estinated
Acres |& w+|d 214 d H number Pertinent information not
0ogP|lE A | K . :
Cover types, total| per (=2 S%ls 8 9 08 bred using specifioally requested,
Common Name acreage of habitat| Bird é g b Percentage g evll8 Refuge List introductions here,
Sharptail Grouse 4000
Sage Hens - & 1800
HBungarian Partridje 300 °
Ring-necked Pheasynt 800

°L3 o3wg




INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,#

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

* Only columns applicable to the period covered should be used.

SPECIES:

DENSTITY :

YOUNG PRODUCED:
SEX RATIO:

REMOVALS:

TOTAL:

REMARKS $

Use correct common name,

Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs (public
hunts, etc.,). Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited
numbers., Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this
information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area
of cover types. .Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired
information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Examples: spruce
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short
grass prairie, etc., Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series
No. 7 should be used where possible, Figures submitted should be based on actua
observations and counts on representative sample areas., Survey method used and
size of sample area or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

Estihated number of young produced, based upon observations and actual counts
in representative breeding habitat.

This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc, Include data on
other species if available,

Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period.

Estimated total number using the refuge during the report period. This may

i

include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons,

Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey. Also
- include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

1613



5-1754 SMALL MAMMALS
Form NR-4

(June 1945) Refuge__ Yort Poek Game Range Year ending April 30, 1949
\y,-x.” L™ TM\ A
(1) : (2) (3) A (4) (5)
Species Density Removals Disposition of Furs Est.
W Total
Share Trapping o9
TRETD W ¥ - g Rt % o Popula-
2 : 3 = J) -t J) K] : ﬂ? = g g
Cover Typedafotal | Acres | S| ola |2 Ul= S ol oo H‘S ] o tion
Per | gl BR|®8!ad u§ Permit §-'u gu delo | 0o
Common Name fovesge ot Eatiraty | Animal :E adlES|S 2|8 @ | Number e‘:é g,g 232 128
300
Coyote Sown ' 200
Bobeoat Steady : 250
Jaeck Rabbit © Up ' Common
Cottontail Up Common
Poroupine Up 1600
Beaver ‘ Up : : 1000
Raeoen Up | , Unocmmon
Mink Steady Uneommon
Prairie Deg Up : Abundant
Ground Squirrel m; '
(Richardson's) o
* List removals by Predator Animal Hunter

RD&ARKS About 300 is as olose -an estimate as can be made o tho number of seyotes taken with 1080 by
Predatory Animal Control men. .
Richardsyn's ground squirrels appear to bBe inoreasinmg quite rapidly.

Reported by Be M. Hageltine

*gz diug



INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-4 - SMALL MAMMALS (Include data on all specles of importance in the management program; 1. e.,
. muskrats, beaver, coon, mink, coyote. Data on snall rodents may be omitted except for
estimated total population of each species considered in control operations.)

(1) SPECIES: Use correct common name. Example: Striped skunk, spotted skunk, short-
‘ talled weagel, gray squirrel, fox squirrel, vhite-tailed jackradbit, etc.
(Accepted common names in current use are found in the "Field Book of North
American Mammals" by H. E. Anthony and the "Manual of the Vertebrate Animals
of the Northeastern United States" by David Starr Jordan.)

(2) DENSITY: Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs.
Detalled data may be omitted for species occurring in limited numbers.
Density to bve expregged in acres per animal by cover types. This informa-
tion {s to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted,

- this information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in
the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish
the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general picture.
Examples: spruce swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottom
land hardwoods, short grass prairie, etc. Standard type symbols listed in
#1ldlife Management Series No. 7 should be used where possible. Figures sub-
mitted should be based on actual observations and counts on representative
sample areas. Survey method used and size of aample area or areas should be
indicated under Remarks.

(3) REMOVALS: Indicate the total number under each category removed since April 30 of the
previous year, including any taken on the refuge by Service Predatory Animal
Hunter. Also show any removals not falling under headingslisted.

(1) DISPOSITION OF FUR: On share-trapped furs 11st the permit number, trapper's share, and refuge share.
. Indicate the number of pelts shipped to market, including furs taken by Service
personnel. Total number of pelts of each species destroyed because of unprime-
ness or damaged condition, and furs donated to institutions or other agencies
should be shown in the column provided.

(5) TOTAL PQPULATION: Betimated total population of each species reported on as of April 30.

REMARKS: Indicate inventory metnod(s) used, size of sample area(s), introductions, and

any other pertinent information not specifically requested. S A

-+ +
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NR-8a
REFUGE GRAIN REPORT
Refuge..... Rert. Peck Game Range---------------- Months of.4am............ thrudpedl............ 194....
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
ON HAND |RECEIVED GRAIN DISPOSED OF ON HAND PROPOSED USE
BEGINNING| DURING | TRANS- | END OF |
VARIETY OF PERIOD| PERIOD | TOTAL FERRED| SEEDED { FED TOTAL PERIOD SEED FEED SURP.
Barley 893 Jone 898 Nons ¥onse 664 664 234 Dusk
(8); IndicEiCEShHpPELBEOT collestlon PodnEe. il i s i L s ot eerovinosstlondub st
(9) Grain is stored at....EBquipment Building, Fart Pesk Game. Range Hgd's........ o -




Part of 7500 wiﬁ%ering Mallards waiting to be fed. Note Fort

Peck Power house in background.
Montana State Fish & Game Dept.

Courtesy Mr. L. Brown

1/21/49

#1l. Feeding mallards -
on Duck Creek where
33,000 pounds of barley
wk$ consumed during

y January and February.

1

(Garratt) 1/22/49



#2 Aerial view of north side of Missouri River to east of
Killed Women Creeke This is typical for this section of
the Game Range. (Hazeltine) April 11/49

#3 A typical section of the Billy Creek Country near the mountain
sheep pasture. (Hazeltine) April 11, 1949



Page 31,

4

White-tail bucks who locked horns during 1948 rutting
season.s

Courtesy Mr. L. Brown 3/31/49
_Montena State Fish & Game Department.

#4 ’

Dead White-tail doe
Phillips County
Cause = undetermined.

(Garratt) 3/30/49
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Close up of Chrysothamnus_specious showing extensive use
by deer and cattle, ;
Courtesy L. Brown, Mont. Fish & Game Dept. 3/31 /49

S

#6 More usage of
Rabbit Brush

(Ga.rratt) 3/31/49




#6 Beaver work along Missouri River on west
end of Game Range.
’

(Garratt) 3/31/49

Page 33,

’




#7 Quarters No. 1 "Before" Renovation

(Garratt)

11/22 /48

#8 Quarters No. 1 "After"

(Garratt)

4/8 /49



Page 35,
, 1949

April 23

-

| Threadleaf Sedge (Carex filifolia) heavily grazéd by

mountain sheep in fenced enclosure.

Courtesy Clifford Yolf (Personal film)



Typical example of use of Yucce plants by
mountain Sheep in sheep pasture enclosure
April 23, 1949. .

Courtesy Clifford Wolf (personal film)

Page 36,

’



<

Page 38,

0

#10 War Department barracks located 40

feet from Fort Peck Service Building,
destroyed by fire 1/30/49.

(Garratt) 2/1/49




U.S. FISH AND WILDLII SeEnNich

FORYT PECK GAMYE RANGE

# 9 Office Sign at new office
location in Service Bullding.

(Hazeltine) March 1949
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Missouri No Longer .wmwc:ﬂ._mmv\ Q
Above Peck; Game Fish Abound

:

Dam ‘Pays Off' o s and Anglers’ Trails in Ph o ograph

1949 :

10, ———— S

wm.m:‘_,voi He

——— =

: . - o

ort Peck Fishing Is G
Fditor’s Note: Here i the ‘‘lowdown” on fishing inffort
Pegck, prepared by k Watson, secretary of the North
and East Montana Wildlife association, and writep of
e Courier’s “Outdoor Notes” column. Mark’s infor-
WHﬁo: has been made into a bulletin, which rmmnwﬁm:
issued by the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, as an

aid to visiting fishermen and tourists, ,

| The waters of the Missouri river, impounded by Fert Peck
'dam, afford the very best fishing in the northwest, The lake

. . ' has some 2,000 miles of shoreline with only about 50 miles that
in xmn —.mmﬁ.—o—.— S B = mmu evet fished. This, pluseonstant planting of fish by $he state
*o—. ”mmmﬁ—m_‘—#m ~ - P - X - fish and game department, makes a fish population, fat may

y/ | become & problem. Howeyer, vou cannot expect to walk up to -
The Missouri river, Ax:Sc:&m.om re 'any bady of water and cateh fish. The natives know re and
wﬁ.ﬁwwsmww e Bind e m..wmcw%r when the fish are biting. Watch where the crowd is fishing—
dam. The sparkling waters of this normally that is the place for vou, and there is lots of .
huge man-made lake have backed RAINBOW TROUT—are hitting spinners and s s cast-
up almost one-fourth the distance ? . > . 1M £
acrcss the third largest state in ing from the face of the dam in April, May nbm_m._unsuo. ater ma 2
the nation, < i biting li bait in the g f the
Fish now abound in the clear the se@son they will be g live 0

'spillwdy and in the waters beiow the tunnel and spillway. They
may be caught with spoons in some of these waters of the
year. Minnows always. Rainbow trout—limit 10 vo“” and 1
fish. § A

waters of what was formerly a
silt-laden river, and a recreational |
plan has been mapped for the re-
servoir area by the corps of engi-
neers that is changing the region

from cne seldom visited, even by J g E
Montanans, to an area that seems $\E.m<m ER; a native o.m z.:.w g_mw.o:_.m er and
destiped to become one of the west’s are al® being planted yearly. They will hit various plhgs and

greaflest recreational developments.

THe history of the old Missouri spinneps, Because of a preponderance of feed in the

ke, you

rivejl prior to construction of the 'will hgve better pike fishing below the E:dm_u and below the
Uy Fock e ﬂ::om___gmﬂwsmwr:ww- | spillw3y. Live bait (minnows) are the best bait for walleycs. The
ing e nil e ir A . 3 . * 2 .
MM_,,; w:wmn%.“.pm.%wn had little to offer spillwdy area alrnost demands a boat. _n,m_.no ?,.r:.ﬁ for pike is
o g o P o Nl normally slow; try the tunnels and the spillway first, Wall eye
or y ine were concerned. 1S ; 8% X 3 e /4

reasonable to believe that large pike . t 15 vo,::mm m:m. 1 fish. g :

quantities of various types of fish| SQCKEYE SALMON=Have beep planted and are becom-
inhabited the river, but to catch | g o IR T v-msnn.c_. s I bite ol p.m. ot

them was a different story. k

In the headwaters only could a
sportsman expect to pursue a fa-|
vorite pastime of fishing with rea- |
sonable expectancy of being re-|
warded for his efforts, The desire !

artificifl baits. They will lormally be in the lake, but fishing
is slow Sockeye Salmon—limit 15 pounds and 1 fish.
GE MOUTH BASS —have been planted, but the

ave been slow and we cannot recommend Eju.f. good

mw:mwm:!mwm%m i e i gk, wand | . : fishingfLarge Mouth Bass—limit 15 pounds and 1
northeastern Montana became a ® Aerial view of Fort Peck recreational area located near the west end of themassive four-mile-long Cl PIE—are to be found in the lake and below the tun-

reality only after completion of the | Fort Peck dam. Shelter building and outdcor picnic tzbles and stoves are slown nenr the parking ls. The lake fishing i poor until the lake sta ede in @ Vern Farnswe Port Peck is shown here with two Rain-
Fort Peck dam. strip at terminus of main road in left foreground. On the point just to the leftiiof the main pienic area S_M. .!m ¥ Th .Gw.. ng nu F § bo ﬁnt to m. 30 bow trout, the 1 b ¢ which weighed more than § pounds.

Before construction of the dam is the concession operated by the Fort Peck Hoat company, Including luncheom and stcre for sale the lalg Then it is not uneemmon for one boat to brin;; In g which he caught Silhie waters of Fort Peck lake not far from the
the o o dned. of oﬁmr.sn e of fishing supplies and boat rentals, Pishing trails lead from the Glasgow-Fom Peck highway, shown or 40 ofthese in the late summer or early fall. Crap po limit, Fort Peck recrcalii Area near the west end of the dam.
e R co s traps”. Cat- at right, to picnic areas and coves. The project information station is locatei#t highway and recreas YERLOW PERCH—almost fill the lake., Boats hive been | = .
E : . ) LY, ] A z % ‘4 ‘
:.&.m. carp, ,N.SAWMMm w:n 4 ling were | tional area road junction in middle center of the gw:.v.t 4 - ‘ knowr bring in as many as 20 of these in an aftern Recog- ‘, : I o——o 6 z "
predominant. asionally a sauger | SRR 100 e o 5 T et v LA s : ‘ot : : e . Wil y C >
or walleyed pike could be taken oy ; ! # . ¥ y nizing Mis, the state fish and game department has nedimit on Icam (9] °v s N*Oﬂ
that methcd. Box traps such as m —d w W “ —. v r m — — - O ‘.— ~ this fiskeSome are crowding 2 pounds, average about U pound. ‘ ,
used by the Indians were also a IS —-.—W 0ats In ror ecC v— € V\ u . e g Sk | RQUGH FISH—the lake and all other areas are fghabited
successful means of catching fish. : . " | i " g A

Game Fish Lure Sportsmen 3 : 5. : : by ca , ling, carp, shiners, sturgeon, “spoonbill eat”’, gar,

Now, thousands cm fishermen an- B . ®p N oSt “NF | buffal d Bmsw. other %_wln:.,m. You may have anythin;: when
nually are attracted by the clear N " TR, ® & =4 ‘ ou Cs in with your li
blue waters of the new inland sea e .Plim‘ - :5,, . y 4 %

-

do you need to gome home from Fort Peck with an
tel. Boats are available, plenty of shoreline, minnows
rchased many w_k_/ You can't miss, and sporting
s will tell you where to go. 7

SES—3 day $280, and yearly license $10 for non-

and the lure of rainbow and loch
leven trout, pike, crappie, bass,
perch, catfish, sturgeen and other
varieties of fish prized bv anglers.

Fish are plentiful in all parts of
the 189-mile long reservoir, and ac-
cording to all indications will be

empty §
_,nND _:.“
NOOA_J
_ LI

!

"

fmaximum width at full pool level

moye plentiful in "wm years to come, %qam:ﬁ:@ :mm.w:E n, Eﬁnﬁ

More than 80,000 fish were caught ACILIT =availa i e towns :

by sperts fishermen during the 1948 ,, ler nt h tel ¥ .._ %_org - h..?% L ..:m in
season, utilizing only a fraction of | moderggevernmen Lo at Fort Peck at m.agzo dondlly
z,ﬁi@.w immense shoreline, | Glas Is your gateway to the dam.” Fishing information

u en it is considered that the
majority of these fish was taken in
the vicinity of the dam itself, suc-
cegding .vears should yield far
greater catches in view of the vast
1.600-milt shereline with a 245,000
acre water surface area and 16-mile

Vaat will have a storage capacity

is avai every place. t

¢
it AR, -

p—-

- <

is Is the

ol 19,412,000 acre feet of water, n the cottage i
Because of the lack of other le, who ¢

large bodies of water in eastern *

i

)

Montana, Fort lake of

tremendous,. ...n@—.wmmo.ua.r. c
e g ANRaBItANES of - rates
a /50,000 square_Inlle rEginn, . Tha

people have the sanie recreationa
¢ *sires .and.needs for cutdoor ace
fivities usually associated with wa- |
yer as residents of other regions. _

28

it 1o chariniielo B Lo O Peck
vg.._ gﬁhﬁng .. q.. .os.zbls”.. 2'845.
r ,». ..

o “This ‘army engheér ‘acrial view de
is a popular fishing spot, both from

In order to fulfill these needs men on a typical day fishing In the ecledr waters of the discharge channel,
and desires so as to obtain the | s e Ry R e - - ——
maximum pessible recreational |

benefits for the public, the corps of
engineers conducted a comprehen-
sive study to determine a feasible
plan of development. Six pubiic
hearings were held by the district
engineer during November, 1845, in
Glasgow, Malta, Havre, Lewistown,
Miles City, and Circle to find out
what recreational sites and facifi-
ties the people thought should be
developed,

Hundreds attended these hear-
ings and exoressed their wviews.
Then, after additional studies, pre-
liminary plans for a proposed pro-
gram were developed and a final
public hearing was held by the dis-
rict engineer at Fort Peck in Sep-
tember, 1946.

Range Protects Wildlife

Another factor which has an im-
portant bearing on the wildlife of
northeastern Montana, is the Fort
Peck game range, established by
executive order in 1936, which en-
tirely surfounds the reservoir. This
refuge, consisting of almost 1,000,000
ucres, was set aside for preservation
and propagation of wildlife and for |
grazing purposes under the juris-
diction of the fish and wildlife ser-
vice and the grazing service of the
department of interior,

Long range plans of wildlife offi- |
cials include building up the deer
and upland bird and migratory wa-
terfowl populations of the game
range so as to permit opening por-
tions of the refuge to hunters.
Therefore, the master recreational
development plans for the reservoir |

{as internal circulation roads, park-

‘was started by the corps of engi-

dan on the scuth shore of the re-
servoir; at Rock creek, 55 miles
northwest of Circle, on the east
bank of the Big Dry creek srmm of
the reservoir, and at the Pines,
which is lccated about 20 miles up-
lake from the dam on the north
shore.

acilities to be installed at these
secondary sites will be similar to
but less extensive than those at
Fort Peck. Also, eight fishing
camps are to be developed at var-
ious locations around the reservoir
shoreline, which are intended pri-
marily fer day use by residents
within about a 50-mile radius of the
locsalities,

State, Local Agencies Aid

The Fort Peck reservoir area
rereational plan in operation is to
be coordinated with other federal
and state agencies and lpcal groups
under the supervision and direction
mwowsu district engineer at Fort
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improvements such

ing strips, turnarounds, water supbply,
sanitation and picnicking facilities
are tc be provided at federal ex-
pense and through the cooperative
efforts of state and local county
agencies,

With funds appropriated by the
cengress for this purpose, work

@ Boy Sccuts of the Yellg Valley council,
ters in Billings, are shown g water sports on
summer encampment on the south shoré of the v
of Jordan. Badland hills ”— the background Yo -

: is one of the features of master reereational plan
neers at the Fort Peck, Hell Creek : <
and Rock Creek sites durlng 1948 by the corps of engineers for Fort Peck lake ¥
and will be continued this spring.| pray | @R o

2 Y -
Similar basic facilities are also to park service, whereby ﬁse%gm fish apd wildlife

dquar-
i annual
nerth
eaticn
epared

on, %
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and local

|

area were correlated so as not to| e installed at The Pines site dur- : 5 t ‘o trou
conflict with the vrogram of de- |ing the spring and summer of 1949, “Mzmﬂ._sm“.nwmaﬂum n.mmwnn O“nﬂ wcvooﬂoua“m_”o:uaﬁ .....o,ﬁﬂ-lsuw.,
velopment for the game range. Also, funds are available to in- recreaticnal areas. S ,S”os bass and many pusands of
The final master recreational |itiate construction of an organized May Lease Cabin Sites | ora and yellow pereh have been
rian adopted includes one major group camp at The Pines during Areas have been set aside at! plan in reservolr Waters sinc
recreational area to be located near ‘ the current fiscal year, which is each of the four reereatlo: sites | impoundment was need a
the west end of the dam at Fort to be equipned and operated under in which plats of ground, Sabout | Natum) reproductions®y man of
Peck, with day, overnight, week-end | a cocperative agreement by the  one-haM acre In size are ito be these Species have 1) .u&. i
and vacation use facilities for sight- | Mentana state extension service for | made available on -.Wn—m sis to | numbers :E.:« foid await Sh
seeing, picnicking, fishing, beating, | youth organizations such as 4-H individuals who may wish con- | sports fishermen_ An below the
swimming, and camping. clubs and Boy and Girl Scout struct private summer lake shore dam has been fus r to th
Three secondary recreational | groups. An agreement is also being | cabins. 2 “n;wo for a game pori t wh ~
areas are to be __Onsga at Hell | arranged between the corps of en- Suitable locations have als  tens of ﬁzopﬂv:au i.‘ Nese 2%&:“.
Qomx ‘wwo:” 35 miles north of Jor-|gineers and the Montana m."ua selected at all four sites for necked pheasants h n raised
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‘ R(llpfuge Pioneer Handles Peck Game Range

g THE GLASGOW COURIER

Page 40,

{F*irst at Benton Lake; Opened

When Ben M. Hazeltine took
over as refuge manager of the Fort
Peck game range, with headquar-
ters in Fort Peck, it marked his

BEN M. HAZELTINE

'year as refuge manager for
federal fish and wildlife ser-

)

19;
the

vice, most of it within Mbontana's |

Bowdoin Reserve in 1935

boundaries. He now “looks after”
wildlife on more than 1,000,000
acres along the margins of the
Fort Peck resemvoir, as successor
to Thomas C. Horn, who was trans-
ferred to Fallon, Nev.

Mr. Hazeltine is best known in
this vicinity as the first manager
at the federal Bowdoin refuge. He
moved there in October, 1935, from
Great Falls, where he had been in
charge of the Benton Lake refuge
since 1830.

At Bowdoin, he was in charge of
the headquarters layout, boundary
fence and water control structures
construction and operation °from
1935 to 1942.

His next post, which he assumed
in May, 1942, was as manager of
the Medicine Lake National Wild-
life refuge, with headquarters in
Medicine Lake. There he succeeded
Mr. Horn, when he came to Fort
Peck.

Temporarily, Mr. Hazeltine was
in charge of the Lower Souris re-
fuge and headquartered in Upham,
N. D, frcm May, 1944, to October,
1845, relieving Manager J. C. Henry
while he was in the nawvy.

One of his current responsibilities
is supervising the feeding of lan
estimated 10,000 ducks wintering) on
water below Fort Peck dam. But
the game range contains a varls ty
of wildlife, ranging from deer* to
mountain sheep. P






