UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

IN REPLY REFER TO NIOBRARA GAME PRESERVE,

: VALENTINE, NEBRASKA.
R~Niobrara Leports.

Ocbober 7, I932.

Chief Biolozical Survey,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Qua;terly report from July I. to SepE_SS_Othl I932. on the Niobrara
Reservation Wild life and activitiss eppurtenant thereto.

I. Report on the wild life abserved during the period.
I.Birds - Imsectivorous birds were plertyful along the lNiobrara Tiver,
creeks, springs, and ponds on the Reservation, on the more arid portiomns
there were not as %ahy.‘gp waterfowl 23§t°9 on the Reservetion during ifne pg;t
" scason.Ducks mostly blue’& gsreen winz“Teal, mallards ang a few pintail started
:9.(1\. feeding on the weters around the middle of Aus. Of the insectivorous L1Tds
Inesting on the Regervatiom I would estimate & birds to the acre or 70,666
'on the 14,000 acres, By the middle of Sept nearly all these birds had migrated
south,

2.Animal Life - Predatory animals Coyotes and bobcats have been well

under controll. Duriug the past one and onehalf mouths quite s number of coy=

ote tracks hsve been seen over the reservation, especially in the big pasture

the north side of the river, This is about the time of the year for them

B _ to start rmovimg dn the Reservation. There is an infestation of about 30 acres

DF prairie dogs in the Antelope pasture near the river. Pocket gophers are to
aboundaxzt in places, and are destructive <to grazing in places. Other rodents f
are ot very plemntyful. Small predetors and other arnimals are very pleptyful,
consistiong of skurk, civit cat, coon and mink, There are a few Badgeraalso.

S.Reptile Life - 8 rattle gwtkes were,?fkies on the Regprvation this
= % T na e =T ~ gy e
season, Bull Zmakes, Hog nose snfikes, ter shakes, and Garter spakes are

quite plextyful near water, Sand lidgTds-are plentyful,

II. Other activities.

I. Grazing -- At the erd of the quarter grazing conditiors over the
rexervation were about the saume ss last year at this time. The big pasture on
the north side of the river is hegining to show the results of over grazing.
However the condition is not serious providing the number of animsls grazed on
it are keept down well under the carreying capacity, this a2long with the use
of the rew pasture on the south side of the river will restore grazing coxti-
tions in the north pesture in a few seasons, Oweing to the nature of the sandy
soil in out big pastures they will not stand overgrazing for a very long
period with out.causing severe losses of plant life fdestroyine water shed,
end starting the soild to blow in the most sardy loca®idws, Our pastures if




= ?
properly grazed will hardle from year to year a large number of maimals bec~
ause of the extra zood quality and kinds of grasses growiuns ir them. Ad the
present time there are appiroximately I58 buffalo, I28 or I30 elk, I4 aatelope,
2 wnite tail deer and 6 horses grazing im oul pastures.

2. Frotection - The big gawme pastures are ridden by horses on the avrage
of once & week, the west arm of the Reservation that extends up the*Miobrara
riter is patroled on horseback durins opeu huating sessom im the State, aud
is pavroled by car durirg swmer months., The other parts of the Reservation
are patroled by car once a week or every tem days. I have 4 small fire, tosl
and water houses distributed at the furthest poiuts on the Reservatiom, Fire
guards are maintained on both sides of the highway rumniue east =21d west across
the Riesevation, around the slaughterhouse and corrals and other out buildings,
There are 4 gt. size fire extinguishers distributed around the headquarters
buildings, these buildings are protected from prairie fires by roads that
gurroundc them,

3. Improvementis & Developments = Fences have been constructed over
the Niobrara Hiver at the east and webst boundries of the Reservation, and the
fexces of the new nasture have been exvended,from where they were left off at
when they were built, to the waters edge coumneciiag with the fence over the
river, 17 elk and turee buffalo have mov¥ed in the =ew pasiure, The blg game
Teuce has been repaired,; aew corazers put in, and gate post repaired, The port-
ion of tlhe wmess hall thet was left standing a jedi azo has been dlsassemhled
and stored intthe Lig red barn used for a store Honse. Congiderable clecning up
has been doune of the wregkage and mess caused last year from construction work
and wrecking of buildi:zs. The appearance of the place h1a8 been keep up, all
weeds have been cut and cleaned up. The plantation of 3000 pime trees has been
feuced in with 4 barbed wires, an attempt has beeun made to estasblish a lawm
arouind the house., One of the old adoby buildings that caved in duridisg a storm
has beeu removed, and the site cleared up, helping the appearance around the
place,

4, Public relations - There was aun isncrease of visitors this season
over last year. A Forest service party of men stopped here to go over the new
tree plantiugs on the hLeservation,

5. lilscellaneous Activities. - Approximately IZ200 toms of hay was harv-
ested on the Regervation this season. Dr, Stirton, Paleomtologist from the
university of Calif. was here to exanine our fossile Peds ir conunectloxn with
his work. Mr. Dan Janzen and I investigated a report of sick duckg iy the N, W.
part of @herry Co. We fouad it apparently to be Botulism. On half the shore line
we counted 2250 decd and sick ducks. The investigation was comducted on Gay lzke
and it was reported to us they were dying on several other lakes ia that part
of the country, oweing to the short7t1mb we had they were not lnvestigeated., I
brought a few ducks back to the Reservation, gave them fresh water, and all but
two recovered, I tried to izterest the State in getting the loczl sportsmean
in that vicinity to move the sick ducks to fresh water and scare the well ducks
{ff the laxes,

Very Truly Yours,

«&wﬂwm,

Asst Reservation Protector.






