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Niotrara neservation Yay
Netraska

#ith the exception of the few days, taken for the trip to Friend,

Netraska,l was at Niotrara &Reserve from May 9' to June G

I torrowed a crude outfit from the County Surveyor and obtained a

fair idea of the location of the inside cross toundary as well as

to plan and measure up the proposed small enclosure for the Gilterd

derd « . L - y ~
4t this time of the vear the appearance of the neserve

is at its tests & heavy and smoothe mat of éreen ¢érass, reachés in

all directions; The trees are out in gull leat;

There is no immediate plan for the opening of the btalance of the
lands to settlerent; IHis, with the tuildinss ia in charge of two
men who are liviné there under permit, of the Interior Departzent
and who are doing¢ some farming;

.Under its present status, a report on conditions, pertaining
to the tird life is essential;= I'he area covered Lty timter and
small growth is a small part of the whole and lies alongjthe two
sides of the aniver, up the dulches and atout the many little spring
runs, 'His cover ftairly swarms with the small tird life of that
region; It is stundant and veried, tut was mostly in transition,

the treeders not comingé on until the latier part of my stay_.~unbogi4~

V// dore directly tearins cn the title, ] would state that the

quail are most ahunagpt, all thrcuéh the krush and up and down the
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river., f#hen lands are taken up,telow and atove the "Bird reserve"
the reservation part will prove s great refuge for the quail;
Birds of the upland plover varieties are not ss numerous 8s I
expected to find them

v >
%ith regards to the prairie chiggen and sharp talled_gzguse,

there are consideratle numbers nesting out in the hills, which I am
——— ;
assured of and yet I did not flush tut one from its nest; These
tirds set very close, and atout the only way to oktsin an iﬁea of the
extent of the nesting, wonld te to drive the ground wéth,a tunch
of sheep or éattle; I'he parties at the tuildings and the other
ranchmen w»ithin cur tcundary, state that early in May, there were
many"chicken" and grouse atout, near their tarns and fences, and it
is reasonatle to suppose, these are now out in the Hills on nests

The Reserve might not prove the aksoclute refuge for these
varieties, which we mow suppose. IF all the lands on every side
of the toundary were settled and the reserve was the only refucge,
it would hold its local tunch from extermination, but adjacent on
south and east is the larde territory exactly similiargin*character
which will always have as many "chicken" as our land will and whiceh

#ill te open shooting to all, unless the State should close 23ll

chicken shooting {not protatle §) THis country

cannot te settled up on account of its character and it will
remain a hunting dround in season ¢*The "Chicken" will of course

move: from our tract to the other, continuously,
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There is too much crow along the River also the Blue Jay (criststa)
is common and [ presume these are hard on all tird life |
understand the red squirrel are ted for destroying tird's egss;
They are abundant; Coons are plentiful; The ktull snake is
particularly plentiful; They clean up every nest of eggs or

young on the ground, they can find.
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