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N'etraska 

nith the exception of the few days, taken for the trip to Hriend, 

Nebraska>I was at Niobrara Reserve from tfay 9' to June 6'. 

I borrowed a crude outfit frorc the County Surveyor and obtained a 

fair idea of the location of the inside cross boundary as well as 

to olan and measure up the proposed small enclosure for the Giltert 

Herd • 
At this time of the year the appearance of the Reserve 

is at its best: A heavy and smoothe mat of ^reen vrass, reaches in 

all directions; The trees ore out in leaf; 

There is no immediate plan for the opening of the balance of th 

lands to settlement; iHis, with the buildings in charge of two 

men who are living there under permit, of the Interior Department 

and who are doing some farming; 

.Under its present status, a report on conditions, pertaining 

to the bird life is essential;= The area covered by timber and 

small growth is a small part of the whole and lies aiorg/tbfe two 

sides of the niver, up the gulches and atout the many little spring 

runs. This cover fairly swarms with the small bird life of that 

region; It is atundant and varied, but was mostly in transition, 

the Lreeders not coming on until the latter part of my stay^ o 

^ ̂ore directly tearing on the title, J would state that the 

quail are most abundant, ail through the brush and up and down the 
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r iver .  tnen lands are taken UD,be low and above the "Bi rd Beserve"  

the reservat ion par t  w i l l  prove a great  re fuge for  the quai l ;  

B i rds of  the upland p lover  var ie t ies are not  as numerous as I  

expected to  f ind them 
y 4^ 

f i i th  regards to  the pra i r ie  ch icken and sharp ta i led grouse,  

there are considerable numbers nest ing out  in  the h i l ls . ,  which I  am 

assured of  and yet  I  did not  f lush but  one f rom i ts  nest ;  These 

b i rds set  very c lose,  and about  the only  way to  obta in an idea of  the 

extent  o f  the nest ing,  would be to  dr ive the ground wi th ,  a bunch 

ot  sheep or  cat t le ;  The par t ies at  the bui ld ings and the other  

ranchmen wi th in  cur  boundary,  s ta te that  ear ly  in  May,  there were 

many"chicken"  and grouse about ,  near  the i r  barns and fences,  and i t  

is  reasonable to  suppose,  these are now out  in  the Hi l ls  on nests  

The Reserve might  not  prove the absolute refuge for  these 

var ie t ies,  which we mow suppose.  IP a l l  the lands on every s ide 

of  the boundary were set t led and the reserve was the only  re fuge,  

i t .  would ho ld i ts  local  bunch f rom exterminat ion,  but  ad jacent  on 

south and east  is  the large ter r i tory  exact ly  s imi l iar j in*  character  

which w i l l  a lways have as many "ch icken"  as our  land wi l l  and which 

w i l l  be open shoot ing to  a l l ,  unless the State should c lose a l l  

ch icken shoot ing (not  probable i )  jH is  country  

cannot  be set t led up on account  o f  i ts  character  and i t  wi l l  

remain a hunt ing ground in  season t -The "Chicken"  w i l l  o f  course 

move-  f rom our  t ract  to  the other ,  cont inuously .  
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There is  too much crow aIonj5 the n iver  a lso the Blue Jay (cr is ta t  

is  common and I  presume these are hard on a l l  b i rd  l i fe  I  

understand the red squi r re l  are bad for  dest roy ing b i rd 's  e^s;  

They are abundant ;  Coons are p lent i fu l ;  The nu l l  snake is  

par t icu lar ly  p lent i fu l ;  They c lean up every nest  o f  e^gs or  

youn^ on the ground,  they can f ind.  


