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September blesses the Prairies with the finest weather

of the yeer. A4s the poet once said, "Then if ever come perfect
days". September gives us & mn%“we heat of summer and
the chill winds of winter,

From the standpoint of Refuge Development, September is
again the ideal month., This last month has been no exception.
We have had ideal travelling and working conditions, end have
turned out & very respscteble bit of work eonsidering the ex~
tremely limited amount of men availeble.

The duck migration has been rether interesting. The
first pert o Ceptember was as might be expected; a very gradual
disappesgance of the Wecally resred birds. This exit reached a
elimex between the 17th end 22nd of September, at which time we
hed less ducks then et eny time since the time when the srea was
Pirst flooded (excepting, of course, the winters). At this time
we probably hed less than 10,000 ducks.

Beginning shortly after the 22nd, & decided increase was
noticed, and by the end of the month we had at least four tires
as many as were here during the low period.

On the 29th of September we had a wet snowstorm from which
we zained a fair emcunt of moisture. The ground is now fairly
moist, and is in far better condition then it was at this time a
& year azo. Ve are pretly well set for a good runwoff if we get

the snow this winter.
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Undoubtedly the mosi noteworthy socamplishmen
month BhS boen the prastieal completion of Jem 357, Deceuse of
the digtence from eanp, thils projeet has beon a trcublesome one

5 of this

ever since it wes starteds It is with grest relief that we ante
ounce that this work is well in hend, end thet there revains on=
1y a 1ittle riperap work and sleanwup work yet to be done.

This very 's-ortant project has been almost entirely nep=
looted this summer becsuse so many men had to be concentrated on
 Vem 357, lowever, we wore able to make a very felr stert ageins
e gtarted fenciamg egain where the WePede's loft of f last June in
the “eadnille extension. The boys were sble o cumplete five riles
of fence, snd nine miles were completed ready for wises thie ie
vory good ccmeidering the fact t'a! ocet of the line had o be
oleared of urushe 4#lso it was secessary to cement in & large nume
ber of steel posis to prevent theler beling pulled out, in the botbomg
of the numerous sharp dips.

In order to have s point at which to center cur activities
in the Sendnills, we moved in end re nilt & small twoercom house,
This will elso g've cur treppers & ploce to stay n when working
in the “endhills sress The cabin ‘= looated within a stunes throw
of the “andhills locke:t tower, end iz ‘n e very strategic location
This cebin, slong with the ssscecieted b ildings, should be sompleted
next monthe
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Almost everything hes been in ocur faver iz commection with
the nurgery development works 21though the irrigstion system has
not yet been instslled, timely reins sided by & pump and hose heve
brought the plants through in fine shepe. The best and vost 'mpore
tand thing of all is that the ground 1@ thoroughly wet lor the comes
ing winter,

Yie sre now planting the Tell seed beds whioh include Cobone
ny ‘werfd lYaple, Choke=Cherry, Honeysuckle, Carapena,
Russisn Ulive, Progrent Sumeo, ebo.

The nursory pusp has jJust been received, o:d we ope to be

easter, Buckihe

eble to imstsll it yet this year.
SEED COLLECTION

We have been uneble to solleot seeds this yesr as we have in
the past, due to the lack of men, e mancged to gather o few seeds
of tress snd shrubs for nursery cultures Also we spent considereble
time in pieking our seed corns, Unly welleshaped, sarlyeripening
earg wore chosen, Ihese were then hauled in %o hesdquarters where
they were carelully picked over, The seed earg were ploked out snd
put on driers, whiile the others were thrown into & oridb for feed.
. 4

lost of the hay has now been out and steshed, ™ & fow
ecasos it has alre=dy beon peasured up end peld fors It certainly
has been & wonderful help to me to heve em exire men for the hepe

ing season,
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COVER MAPFING
Our Yiologist, lire Nerrill C. lmmwend, hes continued the
mapping work where ir. Jar Jensen lelt offs Three Festions

m mopped this monthe OUrdinerily he oould heve done m, but
part of his time wes uged on other work, and also the locality
mapped wes ospecially diffiocult,
BAEOING

Yie hepe snd plen o boud 2 comsistent averaje of a thoumw
and ducks & years e have just completed a trep in which we
should sasily sccomplish thise. To date we have had but iittle
time for ‘his activity, For us, banding is necessarily mere or
less & spere time activity, ss there is alnost always something
of more importance demanding our atbention,
RATERVOUL PLARTIRGE

For some resson, the Wild Bice ecbeolutely refused to grow
in the location in which 1t wee s suovessful last yoars I appe
eared spersely in e few places where it hed poor to moderste suces
sss last year, evidently reegeeding itself. Of cur plantings
this year, & very good stand *“ from the seeding done in Bhe
diversion chanmel north of lem & 1,

The Bulrush rootegtelk plentings were as usual bighly sucos
essful, Other seedings of Zulrush, ‘martweed, “aro, etc., ceve
us felyr to good res:lts.

The Wild Celery has not as p
and it will probably be late next sunmer before we cenn be definie

toly certain.

Qmmwsﬁmm
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| BOMOARY MARKERS
(me of our petrolmen, essisted by a CCC buy, put cu ¢
several bhundred houndary merkers this month, In the fence line

they wore put in with the ides of permanency. IHowsver, due to
the faot that & good share of the boundary is not yet fenced, it
was noosssery to erect temporary sipns.

Construotion work on truck traile was continued, as much
as possible with e 1ittle betber than & mile completed.
STATE HIGHWAY § cnosciug

Work on thile crossing eontinued, with the moving of 26,280

Castruction wirk on the felson Iridge station wes comploted
in Septelber. CSome progress wes vade with the Westhope “tationg
but here we were very short of labors
RUBALE MASCHRY i

In order te provide control structures in ‘ams 1 3 2, &
preumatic hemmer was used Lo meke poenings in both lemseq
controls will now give us & mich npeeded monas to repulate the
water as suits our needs.






Seed
Corne.

Our seed corn was picked early, beforemost of the Corn was ripe.

The choice of this early-ripening corn was them teken to

where it was carefully sorted and the seed ears picked out end

put on driers.



Results of Bloweout Erosion Control., In the area showm here, there
was not & bit of vegetation of eny kind at the time erosion control
was carried out in the winter of 1985-36. This same Blow-out is
ghown in my report of December 1986 under title, "A typieal Blowout."




Additional Blowe-ott Contrel Photos. Fotioce the young
Cottonwoods beginning to make an appearsnce.




Banding & Duck Hewk, i’kinbiréw&aninWﬁ
on the Upper Souris Refuge. It was brought over here for a
specimen, but fooled us and recoversd,



