
NOV1 1966

tea* *• (Ki*a) de la Gen*
of aayr*»*atativa*

D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. 4* la 0*r**;
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In raaponee to your Oetobar $1 r*qu«at, wo are returning ttar*«
of ffmawm Covwty, Y»xaa» on *fcicJ» ttw Vil4«ra**c
at lAgUUft AtftMOfA 8»tlOQ«JL Wildlife B*f UgB in«

in r«4« la «dditi«»a» w« «r*
Vittl th* SMM iBfOJfR«tion.

Act, Public Law c; -577, prwIMA tte authority
«4 iadleatod th« proeodure by wnich national Vildlif* KtfufM,

lB«iti«ion ia ta* Katioaal wild*raa«t ^recarvation fiyvtam* fhia
4iva«ta4 tit* «tuoy ani r«vi«w tritliia 20 y«ure after

aere* or MOM and evary rowU«*« ialanA within tba

of ta« s«er*t«ry of t&* Interior, p^bliahad on

of 5*000 aaraa or Mora aaft *v«ry roadlJMw islaM *a«fc ia
(a) rtaooeably eonpaetf (V) un&av«l«pe4» («) poa«aiaa» ttw

roada ruitabla for public travai by
a*l«ctioa of aacil area and laland for utaiy ieu»t satisfy

: • • •

A dMiwnaaatiae of ^MtiHtr tlw proyfNMd Arrqyo Colorado
Ar*a a**t» t&««« striagMt r«<talr«aiiut» eu*t «vait

uoiapL»tiOtt of a tbarougb study or tlw aroa-. tJae »tu4y in
scbodulad for oMf&tUon until aft«r 196?.

Your interest in titit sropoaal and Laguna Ataaoooa Vational

Sincerely
fUNISON

Director



JfeiL

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.

* WASHINGTON, D.C

•?T*«jSH5BT

21.October 1966 ,196.

Respectfully referred to

Director .
Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife
Department of Interior
Washington, D C

Attn: Mr F C Gillette
'*' •' . '

;Dsar Sir ' . '
i * • * •; • .
i The attached oonprise the
matters tny office discussed with you
today. You can "be confident I will
appreciate your giving what considera-
tion you can,commensurate with your poli'
cies , to the enclosed request. T
appreciate your kindness and your
understanding. i »

Very respect f idly, .

. (Kika) de IdGara

M.C. ,15th District.
T E X A S



H no^vx H vi UMS . lYc SCA.H
Oct. 17, i966

H. n, Kika dt la Garx*
Member w£ Congrati
Washington, D. C.

Dear K.ika:

I am enclosing y«u 3 County Maps under separate cover.

I wat: you to hve marked off for me the boundaries of the so-called
Wilderness that you are trying to get for Cameron County;
and it looks to me like it will be a great thing for us in the
attraction of tourists. AVanjr rate, I want you to fully
investigate it and do all Jfou can.

Prusutnably they will net want any roads in the area covered by the
Wilderness, but they will certainly want roads to it.
These roads will he for recreation and. it would be
possible that under the Anti-Poverty Program, that you could
get Federal monies up to 3/4 of the cost of this road.
I will appreciate any information you can get.

It occurrs to me that the Service might want to keep one Map,
and yuu w^uld want tw keep «ne in your files, and return the
i ther to me with the boundaries marked off.

•̂ x
Kika, I am asking a great deal of you, buc don't hesitate to let me

the cost, and 1 will promptly remit, the same.

Thanking you for your usual, prompt cooperation in this matter,
I am,

Yours very truly,

OCD/st>m
C. Dancy, County Judge

oui
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Sum am*

Hon. £• (Kika) d« 1* Gsrza
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. de la Qarca:

you for your January 19th letter requesting information on
the status of the wilderness proposal within Laguna Atascosa
national wildlife Refuge.

As you kaov, the Wilderness Act (P.L. 86-577) directs the Secretary
of the Interior to study all roadless areas of 5,000 acres or nore
within the Rational Wildlife Refuge Systea and report to the
President whether the area IB suitable or non-suitable as wilderness.

Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge contains lands which
the criteria for study as wilderness. She status of the wilderness
study has not changed since we last wrote you on Bovessber 1, 1966,
except the study now is scheduled for completion in 1971-

Tour continuing interest in Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge
is appreciated very much. If we may be of further assistance,
please ask.

Sincerely yours.

TUNIION
Diwrtor

cc:
Regional Director, Albuquerque, Hew Mexico
Directorate reading file
Legis. Counsel, Ceng. Liaison, FW, FOG

HBCrandeU:.1ap 1/26/68: 1/29/68

RF-P
Wilderness
Laguna Atascosa



KIKA DE LA GAJRZA.
ISTH DISTRICT, tf

Congteaa of t&e ®mteb &tate«

, 39.C. 20515

19 January 1968

Director
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
Fish and Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D C 202̂ 0

Subject: Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge

Dear Sir

This is vith further reference to your latest
reply to me concerning the subject mentioned above, a
copy of which is attached for your ready reference.

Provided it is commensurate with your policies ,
I would appreciate being further, ̂ i.ised.

With my thanks and kindest regards, I am

Sincerely

E (Kika) de

dmd
Attachment



ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR,
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES

UNITED STATES ANDW'LDUFE

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IMOV 1 1961

•ao. 1. (Una) 4a la iarsa
•anaa at lipraffaatativaa
HaaftiafttB* 8. 0. 80919

fcftur Mr* A* 1* Oami

la taapaaavtta your OatctMt «l lafoaat, va afa awtufnint fbraa
aapa at Itiaama Caonty, taaaa* «a ihiaft tfea VtlAavaaaa Study
Ana at Jtogma Ataaaaaa Satiaoal WlldHfa tefwga has fea*a
••lavai in wd. la aMlt1«at «a aia atnliac taxaa awn
aiaaft aami vita tfea aaaa lafwraatloa.

tte ITUAafaaaa Aat, FukUt law 68*177* yvwriAai taa authority
and iattaatai tfea fiotainra tar iMflU laUenal WUAHfa tofucts,
•aytitng tha aaoaaaacjr 9afHirtn9nta» al«b* %a oaaai«ava« far
iaalmiaa U tha •attaaal VUftataaaa Fr«»trrmtlan ty«t«i. thit
lav «Uraa%ai taa atuflr aaft t*naw vitata 10 yaara aftar
•aytaaaav 3* 19̂ i •* wwy fatilaaa aia* at 9*000 aoaticuaiM
aaiva at a*va aai anraiy vaatlaaa talaai vttaia taa laticQal
VUAUfa aaf̂ aa aa

•ajalatiaaa af tfea taarataiy «f taa Xntartor. yiftUalMA an
fabruar/ ft, 1966* raajoira tkia twaatt ta rtrtav avafy raatlasa
ana af 5,000 aava* «r aow ant avaty mtllaaa ialaaA that la
(a) vaaMnably oa^^aat, {>) vaftavalapati (a> faaaaaaaa tha
uaimral okaraotanatiaa if a viUataaaa aai (4) aaa aa iapvoraA
•oada tuitabl* fav pt&lia trevtl ta/ eanraatiaajU. autonobila.
fha aalaotioa of aadi avaa aai *ala»A ftw atuOar iwat aatiafy

A iatanaiaaticia of nlMttluMr tfea ptepgpaaft Arr^ro Calaaraio
VilAatnaaa Afta aaata «baaa atclagaat ttfcdlriiainta mwt await
tha oOTplatlaa of a tooyougi atutr af tka avaa. faa atudy
net adiaiiaai fat oaigplatiea until aftar

law iatataat ia thia yrapaaai. aai i*<uaa Ataaeoaa Bational
ViUtUfa lifut* ia anpraolatai vary wuli*

yovra*

'(SGD) ABRAM V, TUNISON

JJeputy Wrtotor

ttnalaaujraa



ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR.
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES
AND WILDLIFE

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

AUG 25 1970

Hon. John G. Tower
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

FILE£COPY
Surname Pate

Dear Senator Tower:

I an forwarding the enclosed notice of a public hearing
regarding the results of a wilderness study on the Laguna
Ataseosa national Wildlife Refuge, Cameron and Willacy
Counties, State of Texas. Your office will be furnished
with copies of a brochure containing a map and information
about the study from our regional office in Albuquerque,
Mew Mexico, as soon as they are available from the
printers.

We will be pleased to answer questions and provide any
additional materials you may need in regard to this
study.

Sincerely yours,

•yJ
!•>•

((SGD)' JOHN S, GOTTSCH^LK

Director

Enclosure

Identical letter to: Senator Balph W. Yarborough
Representative Eliglo de la Garza

cc:
DD
FOG
FW
CL
DL
Directorate Reading File
Regional Director, Albuquerque

RF:HD¥oon:mw 8/17/70
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 202UO

LAGUNA ATASCOSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING
WILDERNESS STUDY

Notice ia hereby given in accordance with provisions of the

Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964, (P.L. 88-577; 78 Stat.

890-896; 16 U.S.C. 1131-1136), that a public hearing will be

held at 9 a.m. on Octctoer 15, 1970, at the Hub Room in the

Harlingen National Bank, 115 Van Buren, Harlingen, Cameron

County, Texas, to consider the results of a study leading to

n recommendation to be made to the President of the United States

by the Secretary of the Interior, regarding the desirability of

including a portion of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife

Refuge within the National Wilderness Preservation System.

The refuge embraces ̂ 5,150 ocrea of shallow lakes, coastal

prairie, and mud flats within the Rio Grande River valley in

Cameron and Willacy Counties, State of Texas.

A brochure summarizing the study nay be obtained from the Refuge

Manager, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 739,

San Benito, Texas 78586, or the Regional Director, Bureau of

Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Federal Building, 500 Gold Avenue Stf,

New Mexico 87103-



Individuals or organizations may express their oral or written

views by appearing at the hearing, or they may submit written

comment for inclusion in the official record of the hearing to

the Regional Director at the above address by November 30, 1970.

Certified to be a true copy

° ' " iSim" (SGD) J O H N S. GOTTSCHALK
Director

Certifying Officer Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife



E -COPY
Surname • Date

Regional Director, Albuquerque (RF)

Acting Assistant

Director (RF)

Laguna Atascosa Wilderness Brochure

We have received the subject brochure. The following comments will
assist you in preparing wilderness brochures 1n the future:

1. The map of the Study Area should not have been printer! in
color. Prior approval 1s required for color. If this
document is reproduced in a congressional report, it 'fill
be in black and white and consequently much of the detail
will be lost. The use of symbols is the preferred method
for showing types of vegetation, roads, dikes, etc. Also,
the expense of printing color must be taken into account
and particularly when the area is being recommended as
nonsultable.

2. The brochure was received about 30 days ahead of the public
hearing date. The public hearing package, which includes
the brochure should be mailed out at least 60 days in
advance of the public hearing. This time Interval will
permit sufficient time for interested individuals, groups and
organizations to study the proposal and to make their plans
for the hearing. This timing is extremely important when an
area 1s controversial or there is high public interest.

The draft chapter on wilderness brochures and the Planning Handbook,
WRH-1, have many helpful guides that will be of value to you in preparing
brochures In the future.

(SGD) F. G. SPODEN, JR.

cc:
Directorate Reading File

RF:RLMeans:jee 10/5/70



ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR.
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES
AND WILDLIFE

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
FILE COPY

Surname Date

OCT16

. Sutton Myers
1169 S. State Street
Dover, Delaware 19901

l>ear Mr. Myers:

We were pleased to receive your recent letter regarding the study of
potential wilderness values on the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife
Refuge, Texas.

The reason we are not recommending wilderness designation for the
North Island portion of the refuge is because of the conflict such
action presents in carrying out plans to improve wildlife habitat.
The results of our study indicate that by restricting development
we would not be able to irapotind water of a sufficiently permanent
nature to provide for migrating and wintering waterfowl. Due to the
constantly shrinking habitat along the Texas coast, it is our primary
purpose to supplement these losses by providing suitable habitat on
the refuge. While, as you suggest, natural habitat is desirable; in
this instance, we can substantially increase the quality of the
habitat through low level diking to impound water.

Thank you for your interest in the Wildlife Refuge System and the
wilderness program. Ws hope you will continue to closely scrutinize
our nroposals and ask questions x^henever something isn't clearly
explained in our brochures.

Sincerely yours,

C. A. Hughlett

ief, Division of Wildlife Refuges

cc:
Regional Director, Albuquerque (RF)

RF:HDWoon:jee 10/15/70



J . S u t t o n M y e r s

302/734-4305 1169 S. State Street, Dover, Delaware 19901
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Regional Director, BSFW Oct. 21, 1970
Albuquerque, New Mexico (RF)

Refuge Manager
Yuraa, Arizona

Wilderness Hearings - Comments on Laguna Hearing

Attention: Jerry Wilson

Following are ideas and comments expressed by Pat O'Halloran and Dale
Henry following the Laguna Atascosa Wilderness hearing*

1. Large Refuge Map. - Should be smaller. The 6'X8' size was
difficult to handle and could not be viewed in its entirety by
everyone present. This was of course due to layout of the hearing
room, but is likely to occur again. We would suggest a slightly
smaller size (4'x6l) with much less detail - show only the major
items to be brought out in the opening statement and put the detail
on the map which goes in the back of the hearing room. The overlay
was also unnecessary and could possibly be eliminated from future
maps.

We would also suggest using poster board or cloth rather than paper.
Four sheets of 22"X30" poster board will form a 44"X6C" map. Paper
takes a beating and may not last through 3-4 Cabeza hearings plus
use elsewhere. We'll try to get some mock-ups to you in the near
future.

2. Vicinity Map. - The vicinity map in the front of the hearing
room was not visible past the first couple of rows. Again it
should contain much less detail or be placed in the back of the
room.

3. Other Displays. - We were pleased with the Laguna display but
again would suggest they be made on poster board (railroad board in
GSA catalog) for the sake of durability.

Claude F. Lard



FILh Oo.-
Surname

NOV 6 1970
Mr. Joe J. Garza
1314 E. Harrison
P. 0. Drawer 2lk6
Harlingen, Texas 78550

Dear Mr. Garze:

Thank you for your recent letter to Secretary Hickel. Your interest
in the wilderness study of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge
is appreciated. We have searched high and low for your letter dated
July 23 in which you referred to the Wildlife Reserve of Matagordo
Refuge and we can find no trace of it.

We are enclosing a brochure of the Lagana Atascosa wilderness study
area and the Regional Directors Notice of Public Hearing. Please note
that the Wilderness Record reniains open until November 30, 1970. This
affords an opportunity for all interested parties to express their
views concerning the wilderness study of the Laguna Atascosa National
Wildlife Refuge. Your views concerning this study are welcome' however,
we suggest that you send them directly to the Regional Director,
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Federal Building, 500 Gold
Avenue SW, Albuquerque, Hew Mexico 87103j so that they may be incorporated
in the Laguna Atascosa Wilderness Record with a minimum of delay.

Again thank you for your interest in the refuge and the wilderness
program.

Sincerely yours,

RSGDT A'BRAM V, TUN ISDN

Director

Enclosure

cc:
Directorate Reading File
Regional Director, Albuquerque, N.M.

RF:RLMeans:mw ll/k/70
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J O E J . G A R Z A
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

HARLINGEN, TEXAS
78550

October 8, 1970

,

Honorable Walter J. Hichell
Secretary of Interior
Washington, D. C. 20515

(
t

Dear Mr. Hichell: •

I noticed in the newspaper that a Wildlife Refuge

hearing is to be held in Harlingen, Texas, concerning a

Wilderness study of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife

Refuge.

In my letter to you dated July 23, 1970, I

referred to it as Wildlife Reserve of Matagorda Refuge in

error. I meant the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife

Refuge.

I have not heard from you but am expecting your

reply.

Very truly yours,

JJG/rf

Joe J. Garza, CPA



FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426

IN REPLY REFER TO

DEC 4 1970

Honorable Fred J. Russell
Acting Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Reference: RF

Dear Mr. Russell:

This is in response to the letter of September 14, 1970, from
the Acting Regional Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
Albuquerque, New Mexico, inviting comments by the Commission on a
wilderness study of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge,
Texas.

As reported in the brochure of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife, the cited study was made in response to provisions of
the Wilderness Act of 1964. Only the North Island unit of the refuge,
comprising 9,440 acres, was found to quality for consideration as
wilderness under provisions of the Act. The report concluded, how-
ever, that designation of the North Island unit as wilderness would
conflict with plans to enhance the wildlife values of the refuge.

Review of the wilderness study by the Commission staff shows
that there are no existing hydroelectric projects or potential sites
for hydroelectric development within the area under consideration.
No applications for preliminary permits or licenses for power develop-
ments affecting the area are pending before the Commission. Also,
there are no known studies, under way or proposed, of possible hydro-
electric power developments in the wilderness study area.

According to the report of your Department, oil and natural
gas constitute the mineral potentials of the entire Laguna Atascosa
wildlife refuge and some explorations have been carried out. The
report states further that there are five natural gas producing fields
within ten miles of the refuge but that no producing wells have been
established in the refuge. Mineral rights are stated to have been
retained by the previous landowners and, on the land in the refuge

C/

"Meeting Today's Challenges "' t » = Providing for Tomorrow's Goals"
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Honorable Fred J. Russell - 2 -

qualifying as wilderness, the last of the mineral rights are said to expire
within ten years. Until then the wilderness area is open to exploration
and, should a discovery be made and development begun, production rights
would remain in effect indefinitely.

Currently, there are no natural gas facilities or companies within
the refuge area. However, should a large gas field be discovered in the
area with the capacity to supply more than local requirements, the Com-
mission would become involved. FPC certificates of public convenience
and necessity would be required by the pipeline companies for extensions
of their lines and by producers for sale of their gas to pipeline companies.
Before such certificates were issued, there would be opportunity for public
hearing and intervention by affected or interested parties. Environmental
factors would be considered before issuing any certificates.

Based on its consideration of your Department's field report on a
wilderness study of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge and the
review by its own staff, the Commission concludes that there are no possi-
bilities for hydroelectric power development in the area considered for
wilderness designation. The Commission notes, however, that there appear
to be possibilities for natural gas production in this area that could
involve actions under the Natural Gas Act.

Sincerely,

John N. Nassikas
Chairman


