STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks

RAY MABUS
Governor
MEMORANDTUM
TO: ) Tim Wilkins, Refuge Manager
FROM: Ron Seissi~District Biologist

DATE: June 19, 1990

SUBJECT: Benoit Deer Data and Seed Request

Attached is the 1989-90 deer harvest summary for Benoit
Hunting Club. Data collection by the club was poor and may not
accurately reflect the harvest. If additional data from previous
years is desired, please contact me. Harvest data on file dates
back to 1967.

Please consider the following request for seed:

wheat - 125 bushels
milo - 20 bushels
corn - 20 bushels

Seed will be used for wildlife food plantings, waterfowl trapping
and banding, and turkey trapping throughout the Delta.

Thank you for the wood duck boxes and seed. The cooperation
with our department is greatly appreciated and results in
additional wildlife benefits being provided. I look forward to
working with you in the future.

P. O. Box 451, Jackson, MS 39205-0451, (601) 961-5300
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Mr. Stephen W. Gard

Mississippi Wetland Management District
U.S.D.I. Fish & Wildlife Service

P.O. Box 1070

Grenada, Ms. 38901

Dear Steve:

I have examined the Dahomey Refuge data. Herd condition appears to
be in slightly poorer shape than in previous years. Body weights
are lower than previous years. Reproduction was very poor.
Although does did not have fetuses present when we examined them
during the hunt, most had corpora lutea. Luteal counts averaged
1.33 per yearllng doe and 1.63 per adult doe. This was very low.
Under normal circumstances, only about 90% of corpora are
associated with fetuses. Thus, actual fetal count would be lower
than the corpora count. Lactation rates also were low. No
yearling does and only 44% of the adult does were lactating.

The Dahomey population has been characterized in the past, as a
heavily exploited buck population and under exploited doe
population. The data collected during the 1991 ether sex hunt
suggest that is still the case.

I would suggest that buck harvest should be limited and doe harvest
increased considerably in 1992. The herd appears to have a highly
distorted sex ratio in favor of females and need general reduction.
A reasonable doe harvest goal would be about 200.

I hope this is of assistance. Please feel free to call if there is
anything else I can do, or if you requlre further specifics. I
will try to visit this summer and examine the habitat on the area
with you.

Sincerely, Jkﬁf
) — Steve L
W il s v//’ // O Frank __
< ’“’h‘:;f’ 7 E?'iz;ﬂ Nanﬁy
Harry A. Jacobson QMIKG V}"/
Professor — Ronnie .

— Kenneth __

__ Billy

,595— ;L(:lq O Hill 72

P. O. Drawer LW, Mississippi State, MS 39762 (601) 325-3830 FAX: (601) 325-8726
Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station File
School of Forest Resources
Cooperative Extension Service
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DRESSED WEIGHTS OF BUCKS DAHOMEY
REFUGE (BENOIT HUNT CLUB PRIOR TO 1990)
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