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CHAUTAUQUA DIVISION

I. GENERAL

A. WEATHER CONDITIONS

Flood conditions carried over from spring of the previous fiscal year
into August. The remainder of 1973 calendar year was extremely dry,

Water started rising in late January from melting snow in the north
and was kept at flood stage because of above normal spring rains
through June. The cross dike was cut in several places and at one
point, to the bottom of the dike.

B. HABITAT CONDITIONS

1. Water - Food and Cover

Water levels were at flood stage through the first part of July.

It was not until late August that water levels were low enough to
expose mudflats in the lower pool. Even at this late date, an
estimated 145 acres of choice moist soil plants (chufa, Tove grass,
pigweed, cupplant, rice cut-grass and bidens) grew on the exposed
flats. This was the first time these flats had been exposed in
over forty years.

Grain fiels off the refuge had a minimum of waste because dry fall
conditions allowed for an early harvest and extensive fall plowing.

. Natural food production was above average in flood plains along
the I11inois River Valley.
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11. WILDLIFE

A. MIGRATORY BIRDS

1. HWaterfowl

a. Ducks

The duck migration for the fall of 1973 and the spring of
1974 was normal for the I11inois River Valley as a whole.
Total duck use days for Chautauqua was sharply up, however,
from 1,000,000 in Fiscal Year 1973 to 3,000,000 in Fiscal
Year 1974, Most of this increase occurred in the fall and
fs attributable to the moist soil plant production and {deal
water conditions (6 to 12 inches in depth).

Continued flood conditions in the spring and early summer
destroyed about one-half of the early wood duck nesting
attempts. Overall production was down from 500 to 325.

b. Geese

Snow geese and Canada geese found the new habitat in the
lower pool to their 1iking. Snow goose use days totalled
90,000 in Fiscal Year 1973 and 270,000 in Fiscal Year 1974,
Canada goose use increased from 12,000 use days to 110,000,
c. Coots

Coot followed the increased use pattern of ducks and geese,

2. Other Water Birds

Nothing unusual to report.

3. Shorebirds

Without a doubt, the outstanding wildlife event at Chautauqua
was the late summer/fall concentration of birds on mudflats of
the lower pool. At one time, 200,000 shorebirds were estimated
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to be on the refuge. Birdwatchers came from all over the state
and a few from out of state to enjoy this spectacular sight.
Shorebird use-days totalied 1,200 in Fiscal Year 1972; 137,000
in Fiscal Year 1973 and 1,469,000 in Fiscal Year 1974, See
attached news release.

The avocet and buff-breasted sandpiper were added to the refuge
bird 1ist making a total of 247 species.

4. Doves

Normal numbers and reproduction occurred during the Fiscal Year.

B. UPLAND GAME BIRDS

Quail and pheasant numbers and hatch seemed to be average for this
year.

C. BIG GAME ANIMALS

One doe and two fawns were seen this year. Tracks are not common.

D. FUR ANIMALS, PREDATORS, RODENTS, AND OTHER MAMMALS

There Fas been a definite increase in beaver over the past few years.
Ledges are common all arcund the lake. Raccoon populations are down,
probably the result of a distemper die-off last year,

Other animals in this category seem to occur in normal numbers, with
habitat conditions for them unchanged.

E. HAMYS, EAGLES, OWMLS. CROWS, RAVENS, AND MAGPIES

No.trends to report.

There was some fish din-off, mostly shad. Loss of the ability to hold
water in the lower pool resulted in vater depths of less than one foot
in the “eepest part. Local fishermen felt most of the fish had

MARCH 1975 I 3.




ToLL: 309/595-2290

DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Informalion

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - SEPTEMBER 11, 1973
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

BIRDS, BIRDS, BIRDS

VA, ILLINDIS: BIRD WATCHERS AND NATURE LOVERS SHOULD GO TO THE
CHAUTAUQUA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE NEAR HAVANA, ILLINOIS IF THEY
WANT TO SEE AN UNUSUAL CONCENTRATION OF SHCREBIRDS AND WADERS.

ACCORDING TO JACK TOLL, REFUGE MANAGER, A RECENT ESTIMATE PLACED

THE POPULATION OF WATERBIRDS AT 200,000,

TOLL ACCOMPANIED BY PAT WARD, PRESIDENT OF THE MORGAN COUNTY AUDUBON
SOCIETY, SIGHTED MOST OF THE COMMON SHOREBIRDS EXPECTED THIS TIME OF
YEAR AND IN ADDITION SAW AN AVOCET, A BAIRD SANDPIPER, AND SEVERAL

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPERS,

"WE ALSO HAVE ABOUT 5,000 DUCKS, MOSTLY BLUE-WING AND GREEN-WING TEAL

WITH SEVERAL HUNDRED MALLARDS AND WOOD DUCKS", TOLL SAID.

THE UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER AND VARIETY OF BIRDS IS CAUSED BY OVER
1,000 ACRES OF MUDFLATS. THE MUDFLATS WERE CREATED B8Y LOSS OF WATER

DUE TO FLOOD DAMAGE TO DIKES THIS SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER,

THE 5,000 ACRE CHAUTAUQUA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 1S MAnAGED BY
THE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE, U, S. DEPAK i’ T OF THE

INTERIOR,
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followed the water out as it dropped.

In spite of the low water level in the summer, trot line fishing for
channel cat was excellent the following spring. In the upper pool
many catches of small bass started to show up ia the spring of 1974 -
probably from last year's hatch during high waters,
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I11. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A. PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

In April of 1973 the Biological Technician posiion was eliminated
at this refuge. This reductfon in force limited most of the fol-
lowirg year's work to routine maintenance. Contracts were let and
work. completed for two sets of restrooms. and 1nsulation and siding
of the manager's residence.

B. PLANTINGS

1. Trces and Shrubs

About 10G trees and shrubs were planted around the public use
areas for wildlife cover and replacement vegetation for pre-
viously mowed grass areas.

C. CONTROL OF VEGETATION

Roadside mowing only.
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IV. RESOQURCE MANAGEMENT

A. COMMERCIAL FISHING

Due to lack of interest and administrative costs, coomercial fishing
was climinated this year. There are ro plans to re-establish this
program in the foreseeable future.

B. OTHER USES

The local tavern has a specizl usc permit ($10.00/year) that covers a
portion of the building that extends ontc the refuge. It may or may
not be significant that the portion on the refuge is the restroom.
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A.

V. FIELD INVESTIGATION OR APPLIED RESEARCH

PROGRESS REPORT

MARCH 1975

1. Rountree Natural Area

An environmental assessment was completed for a proposed road
that would go through the Rountree Research Natural Area. It
will be used to respond to an Environmental Impact Statement
being developed by the State Highway Department.

2. Heavy Metal Study

Two undergraduate si.lents from Bradley University have com-
pleted a siudy that analyzed the mercury content of fish from
Lake Chautauqua. Preliminary results showed acceptable levels.
A final report will be completed soon.

3. Melz Slough Natural Area

A study was completed to see if this 95-acre b.*tomland timber
area was suitable for a natural area. It was recommended for a
Public Use Natural Area and was approved in March 1974,
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VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS

'A._RECREATIONAL USES

Recreational use at Chautauqua has steadily increased over the past
several years, Visits for Fiscal Year 1974 totalled 105,000. This
is up from the Fiscal Year 1973 total of 90,000. Fishing makes up
the largest pudlic use accounting for about 55 per cent with wildlife
observation being second with about 40 per cent.

With the 1oss of fishing areas as dikes deteriorate, fishing use wili

drop. Hopefully, this will be offset by an influx of wildlife observers
as habitat conditions change in favor of waterfow! and waterbirds.

B. REFUGE VISITORS

Refuge visitors came from all over the United States. In addition,

we had one visitor, Dan Norman, from the Fish and Wildlife Division
of Australia.

C. REFUGE PARTICIPATION

Refuge personnel talked and met with a variety of clubs and schools.
Nineteen group contacts were made with just under 1,000 individuals.

Maintenanceman Watts is Vice-president of the Mason County Fire

Fighters Association, Ctaplain of the VFW, and Vice-president of
the Havana Firemen's Association.

D. HUNTING

Refuge hunting is limited to 700 acres Open for waterfowl only.
Hunters made 584 trips and killed 209 ducks. Access is by water
only,which limits the number o€ junters and results in a quality
bunting experience.

Hunting on private land near the refuge was cuisidered fair for the
year.
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E. VIOLATIONS

Lack of personnel has drastically curtailed enforcement efforts.
Two individuals were picked up in the public hunting area during
thesteal season with four wood ducks. They forfeited federal bonds
of $300.00.

F. SAFETY

Safety meetings were held at the Quincy Office on a regular basis.
This station has gone nearly 8,000 days without a lost time accident.
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VII. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The Environmental Education efforts of the past two years have re-
‘sulted in an ever increasing involvement by the refuge. However,
with the decrease in manpower, the Environmental Education program
was for the most part phased out by the end of Fiscal Year 1974,

The following is a listing of the accomplishments of Fiscal Year 1974:

1. State of Il1linois Envikonmental Education Plan

The refuge manager has been one of the 26 Task Force members for
the past two years. In November 1973, the draft form of the
"State Plan" was submitted to the State Superintendent of Schools.

2. ¥estern Illinois University

Several lectures on Environmental Education and environmental
problems were given to students at Western I11inois University.
Several meetings were held with faculty at the school discussing
ways the University could improve their Environmental Education
program. Among other things, the Havana Pilot Program evolved
out of these meetings.

In the fall of 1973, the refuge manager was offered and accepted
an appointment as adjunct instructor. Since thit time, he attends
and participates in monthly faculty meetings.

3. Havana Pilot Program

In the early part of 1973, a series of meetings were held with
various professors and deans from Western Il1linois University
and representatives from Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction and the U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service to determine
how best to develop an Envirommental Education program. After

- several meetings, it was determined to develop a Pilot Environ-
rmental Education program in one of the local school districts.
Mr. Toll and Dr. Kellogg conducted a survey of several schools
in the area and selected the Havana School District because of
their high interest in the program,
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A committee was formed that was composed of representatives from
¥estern I11inois University, 0.S.P.I., U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Administration of the Havana School District, Teaching
Staff of the Havana School District, Izaak Walton League, Javcees,
Havana Beautiful, and a school board member. This committee met
on a monthly basis to discuss and develop the program for Havana.

At the end of 1973, over half of the teachers in the elementary
Havana School System had completed forty hours or more o training
in Environmental Education techniques, The Havana Pilct Program
has been so successful that the State Director of Environmental
vducation has requested funds from the Institutc for environmental
Quality for documentation that can be used to develop other-
Environmentdl Education programs in Il1linois.

4. Envirommental Association of Illinois

The Environmental Association of 11linois has a membership of 200

. plus made up of individuals of various backgrounds with a common
interest in promoting Envirummental Education. . Manager Toll joined
the organization early in 1973 and was elected to the Board of
Governors in April and at the present time serves as Chairman of
the Governing Board of the organization.

5. Teacher Certification Meeting

In October, Manager Toll was appointed by 0.S.P.I. to a committee
of five individuals to recommend standards for certification in
Envircenmental Education for all Il1linois secondary and elementary
teachers. Certification recoomendations were developed by the
committee and submitted to 0.S.P.I. for their consideration.

6. Llectures and Workshops

Lectures were given on Environmental Education and general environ-
mental topics at Western Illinois University, Champaign County
Audubon Society, Bradley University, Woodruff and Richwoods High
Schools in Peoria, and the Morgan County Audubon Society.

Yorkshops were conducted for: teachers at Minfer public schools

on school site planning; use of environmental impact statements
in teaching Environmental Education at the annual Environmental
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Association of I11inois meeting in Springfield; Henry County Con-
servation Comittee on Environmental Education in the Havana
Pilot Program. Assistance was also given to Drs. Kellogq and
Miller from Western I1linois University during 22 four-hour
sessions for teachers in Havana. In addition, the refuge manager
participated as a panelist at a workshop conducted by the 4-H
Extension Service for Western lllinois at Jacksonville.

Just under 1,000 people were reached in Fiscal Year 1974 through
workshops and lectures.

MARCH 1975 -12-




"HAVAHA DISTRICT FY 1974 MARK TWAIN NWR

VIIT. ITEMS OF INTEREST

This has been the year of change and adjustment for Chautauqua., In
April of 1973, the Biological Technician position was discontinued
reducing the staff to two full-time men.

In May, the Meredosia National Wildlife Refuge was established when
the Nature Conservancy deeded the Anderson Duck Hunting Club to the
Service. This almost doubled our responsibility since the workload
at Meredosia 1s nearly as large as Chautauqua.

In July Chautauqua and Meredosia Refuges were placed under the Mark
Twain Refuge and became part of that complex. At the same time, the
refuge clerk's tour of duty was reduced from three to one day a week.

The assumption is that this re-organization will save money and make
a more efficient operation. At any rate, we are still going through
the shakedown period trying to make the system work.

During this period the Rountree Research Natural Area was approved.
The area is composed of 26 acres of unique upland sand habitat.
About 16 acres is virgin oak-hickory timber.

-
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MEREDOSIA ISLAND NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

(MEREDOSIA DIVISION)

1. GENERAL

A. HISTORY

In the fall of 1971, we were contacted by Mr. Jim Anderson of Chicago.
~ His father had recently died and willed the 1,850 acre Anderson Gun
Club to "a" conservation agency. Mr. Anderson asked that we develop
a management plan for the area so that he and his mother could decide
which conservation agency to give the land to. A plan was developed
and sent to Mr. Anderson in early 1972. In May of 1973, we received
clear title to the Anderson Gun Club through the I11inois Nature
Conservancy. : .

It was the wish of Jim Anderson and his mother that the are; be named
“"Meredosia Island National Wildlife Refuge." Other conditions that
were accepted with the land are:

1. Priority management for waterfowl.

. No hunting.

. No economic harvesting of timber.

. Restrictions on motor vehicle travel, particularly
off-road vehicles.

. The caretaker for the past forty years, L. G. Vandeventer,
be allowed to live in the caretaker house for the remainder
of his life.

(%, o WM

The 1,850 acres is made up of 1,250 acres of bottomland timber, 300
acres of farmland and 300 acres of marsh and water,

An effective moist soil management program has been developed by the
club and will continue to operate much the way {1t has.

The long range plans for the area include the purchase of aduitional
land to bring the total acres to approximately 6,000, When this is
completed, a management program will be started. At the present time,
because of lack of funds, manpower and poor access. no public use is
permitted.
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Since operation of Meredosia is on a 1imited basis, only a few items
listed in the Narrative Cutlire have enough information to report.

B. WEATHER CONDITIONS

Flood conditions remainad <in J .- and into August from the previous
Fiscal Year. The latter par® of August, September, and October were
extremaly dry. Fiood condit?.ns started agair in the latter part of
January and continued through the report period.

C. HABITAT CCNDITIONS

1. Water - Food and Cover

High water levels remained until August preventing a drawdown

of the marsh areas on the refuge. Even with this late draw-
down, there was come moist soil plant growth in the fall. The
moist soil plants were of the same varieties that grew in
Chautauqua except there was an abundance of marsh smartweed,

The marsh smartweed had but very few seedheads - not an uncommon
.occurrence according to conversation with L. G. Vandeventer,

What 1ittle moist soil plant food did grow remained unavailable
to waterfowl because of no way to flond the marsh. The pumping
system that came with the refuge was inoperable. '

In the spring of 1974, high water conditions flooded the 300
acres of farmland that had produced a good crop of annual weeds
such as smartweed, millet, etc. Spring migrating ducks made
excellent use of this volunteer food.
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Il. WILDLIFE

A. MIGRATORY BIRDS

1. Waterfowl

a. Ducks

Duck use-day objectives for Meredosia are established at
2,053,000 based on the 1965-1962 average fiqures. Use fell
far short of this objective during the first year's operation
of the refuge with total use-days of 562,000 or about cone-
fourth of the goal. Lack of water prevented flooding the
marshes in the fall. Water was available for flooding in the
spring, resulting in almost twice as many use-days as the
fall. This is reverse of the normal situation.

b. Geese

The objective for geese at Merednsia is to hold a population
just high enough so that wildlife observers have ample oppor-
tunity to view them. It seems that this will occur without

any special management since geese were present in every month
they could be expected.

2. Cther Haterbirds

Several species of waterbirds are common at Maredesia in the

small marshes and along the edge of the large lake. Lack of man-

power plus the difficulty of getting to the area much of the time

makes reported numbers shaky at best. For that reasnn, nd attempt
is made to discuss trends.

3. Shorebirds

Most of the species that occur at Chautauqua are found at Meredosia
but 1n much smaller numbers.
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B. UPLAND GAME BIRDS

Probably because of frequent flooding. neithnr quail or pheasant were
observed on the island. _

C. BIG GAME ANIMALS

Deer are common on the refuge., However, frequent and proTonged

flooding pushes them to higher ground often so overpopulation will
probably never be a problem.
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I111. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A. FHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Considerable time was spent locating the bcundaries and posting the
area. After waters receded in July, the caretaker's residence was
reconditioned. Floor coverings were replaced and the interior re-
painted. Water levels had reached three feet zbove the floor.
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CAMERON DIVISION

I. GENERAL

The Cameron Division is 70 miles from the Chautauqua headquarters,
Reduced money and manpower has made it impossible to do more than
Just check the area a few timez a year. Therefore, detailed infor-
mation is unavailable. Weekly tall waterfowl counts represent the
only really good information available, those resulting from Il11inois
Natural History Survey flights.

A. WEATHER CONDITIONS

Weather records were not obtained fur this station.

B. HABITAT CONDITIONS

1. Mater - Food and Cover

“oist soil plant production was fair on this area but was not
available to waterfow! in the fall because of dry condfitions.
High water in the spring made foods avaflable and waterfowl
used 1t intensively through the spring migration,
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II. WILDLIFE

Total waterfowl use was down sharply from last year. Waterfowl use-
days in 1973 totalled 1,463,000; 533,160 in 1974, The dike system,
over the past few years has washed out in several places. This
leaves the flooding or dewatering at the mercy of the I1linois River.
It is doubtful that any type of dike system could be economically
constructed that would stand up against the river floods.
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CHATTAUSUA XATTONAL WILDLIFE REFICE

HAVANA, TLLINOTS

I. GENEPAL

Ao Weatter Conditsons

Flood conditions carried >vir froa sprirg into August, The
remainder of 1973 calendar yrar was extremely drv,

Water started rising in late January from melting snow in
the North and was kept in floo?! stage because of above nore
ma]l sprinz rains throust June, The cross dike was cut in
several places and at one point, ts the bottom of tre dike,

B. Habitat Conditions

1le Water « Food = Cover

Water levels were at lood stape throurh the first part of
- Julye Tt wasn't until late Avtust that water levels pat
low enwrh to expose ruiflets in the lowr pool, Fven at
this late date, we estimated 115 acres 5f choice moist
#5211 plants made up of chufa, love rrass, pipweed, cupplant,
rice cut ~rass ani Hidens pgrew on the eyphsed flats, This
was the first time these flats hal been eyposed in over
forty years, ' '
’ |
Cralnfields off the refiwe had a minimum of waste because
dry fall conditions allowed for an early harvest andl exe
tensive f2ll plowing,

Watural fo3 production was abwe averape in flood plains
alony the Nlinois River valley,
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IT. WILDLIFE

Mirratory Birds

1.

2.

3.

Water fowl

a, Ducks

The duck mircsrationfor the fall of 1973 and the spring »f
157 was normal for the Illinois River velley as a whole,
Total duck use days for Chautaucua was s-arply up, how=-
ever, from 1,000,000 ir FT 1973 to 3,000,000 in FY 197k,
¥ost o€ this increase nccurred in the fall and is attribe
utable to the moist 9~il plant oroduction and the ideal
wster condition (6" = 12%) covering it.

Continued flo0od conditions in the epring and early sum-
wer destroyed alrcut one-half of the early wood <uck neste
inc attempts, Overall production was down from S00 to
325.

b, GCeese

Snow geese and Camada geese found the new habitat in the
lower pool to their likinr, Snow use days were 20,000

in FY 1973 and 270,000 in F¥Y 197Lh. Canada geese in-
creased from 12,000 uce days to 110,00,

co Coots

Coots Mllowed the increased use nattern followed hy ducks
and geese,

Othepr YVater Pirds

Nothins urmusual % rerort.

Shore™ ris

Witrout a d5udt, the culstan ing wildlife event at

. Chantavqua wag the late sumer/fall concentration of birds

on muiflats of the lower posle At one time, 200,000 shore-
birds were ertimated on the refure, Mirdwatchers came from




all over the statr and a few from out of state to enjoy
this soectacular sirht, Shorebird use days totaled
1,200 in FY 1972, 137,000 in FY 1973 and 1,469,000 in
FY 197i. See a‘tached news release,

!l. ‘Noves

C.

D.

Z.

r.

Normal nurbers and reprauction.

Upland Came Birds

Quail snd pheasant rnumbers and hatch seemed to be average
for this vear,

Rip Gome Anirmals

Ono doe and two fawns were srcen this year, Tracks are not

CoOmMI0N

t

Fur Anirmals, ®recdators, Rodents, and Other Marmals

There %has been a definite increase in “eaver over the nast
few years, Lodres are comon all arownd the lake, Raccoon
populations are down, Prohahly as a result of a distemper
die of f last year,

Other animals in this caterrry seem to he in normal numbers
vith habitat cmdtions foar the= unchanged,

Pawks, arles, Owls, dirovws, Ravens and ¥-pples

N9 trends to report,

Other Birds

The avocet and bhuffbrearted sandpiper were added to the
refupe Hrd list makirg 2 ttal of 247,




0. ?ish

I.

A.

Loss of the ability to hold water in the lower pool resultcd
in wvater deoths of less than one frot in the deepest part,
There was sowe fish die off, mostly shad, The local fishere
men felt the fish had followed the water out as it dropoed,

In spite of the low waters in the rurmer, te following
spring the irot line fishine for chamel cat was excellent,
In the upper posol many catches of snall Yess started to show
up in the spring of 197} - probably from last year's hatch
cduring hirh waters, '

Reptiles
Nothine to report,

Niseass

‘None to report,

IIT. REFICE DEUELIDMENT & MAT NTENANCE

Ph!al cal Melomnt

In Apri) of 1973 the Riolorical Technician position was
eliminated at this refwre, This reduction in farce limited
met of the following year's work to routine maintenance,
Contracts were let ant work completed far two sets of out-~
houses and inmilation and sidins of the mansrer's residence,

Plantines

le Aguatic and Marsh Plants

‘m.
2. Trees ra! Shruds

At 100 trees :nd shrubs were planted around the rublie
uae zrras frr wil?li e cover end renlace-sat for oreviously
mowe? crase areas,




E,

F.

A.

3. Upland Herbaceous Plants

None,

L, Cultivated Crons

None,

Collections and Rece

ipts

None,

Control of Verrtatio

n

Roadside mowine only,

Planned Bum ing

None

Fires

f

nbm °

For Yarwst -

None

IV, RESOURCE VAXAGEMRNT




De Timhr Removal

Iom.'

Ee Commercial fishing

Due to lack 2¢ interest and administrative costs, commercial
fishing was elirinated this vear, There are no plans to
pick up this pmiran in the forseeable future, ’

F. Other Uses

The local tavern hae a special use nermit (%10,00/yesr)
that covers a partion of the ™ildine that extende onto the
refuge, It may ~7 mav nnat be sirnificant that the portion
on the refure is the restroom,

V. FITLD INVESTICATION OR APPLIED SFSHARCH

A. Prigress Report

1. Rountree Yatural Area

An environmental acsessent was compl-ted for a proposed
road thet wuld @ throuet the Rountree Research Natural
Area, Tt will bte used to re-pond to an favironrmental
Trnact Statewvr nt bSelire developed by the State “irhway
Temartrent,

2. Meavy “etal Stedy

Tvo un‘errratiate students fron Rradleyv University have
cwprleted a study that analyeed tnhe mercury content of
fish Iram Lare Chactauqua. Preliminary results showed
accertahle levels, A {inal report will be completed roon,

3. Yl2 Slour® Xatural Area

A study was cpleted to see {f thies OSaa-re hotlomland
tinher area was suitstle Hr a nstural area, Tt wvas
recomieed Tar a Puhlie Nee Yatural Area and was apprroved
fa Yerch 1?7’10




A,

c.

D.

VI. °®'™LTC "ELATIW™S

Recregtional Uses

Recreational use at Chautaugqua has =teadily increased over
the past several years, Visits for FY 1974 totaled 105,000,
This is up from FY 1973 total of 90,000, Fishing makes up
the larrest public use accounting for about S5% with wildlife
observatisn beinr second with about LA,

Wit the 1o8s of fishing arezs as we lose dikes, the fishing
use will drop, Hoprfully, this will be 2fcet by an influx
of wildlife observers as hatitat conditions chanpge in favor
of waterfowl and waterbirds,

Refure Vieitors

Refu-e visitors cae fron all over the United States, 1In
addition, we had one visitor, Dan Norman, from the Fish and
Wildlife Division of Australia, ; '

Refure Particinration

Refups~ persomnel talked and met with a variety »f clubs and
schools, Yineteen proup contactes were made with just under
1,000 individuals,

Yaintenancensn Watts is vice-president of t-e Mason County
Fire Firhters A:-soclation, chaplain of the VFW, und vice=
president of the Havana Firemen's Association,

Rut inp

Refure hunting is limited to 700 acres open for waterfowl
only. Runters made S% trips and killed 209 dur~ks, Access
is b wvater only. This liwmits to numbr of hunters and
resvlts in a qual ity huntinge exrerience fHr trem,

Runting on private lard near the refure was comidered fair
for the year,




E. Vinlations

lack of persoanel has drastically curtailed our enforcement
effort, Tw> individvals werr picked up in the public hunting
area durinr the teal ceason vith f~ur wood duck=, They fore
feited feceral bonds of $37C,00.

) L8 Saf’etz

Safety reetings were held at t-e Quincy office on a repular
“asis. This station has syone nearly 8,000 days without a
lost time accident,

VII, ENVIRONVENTAL SDICATION

The B, B, efforts o7 the pa-t two years have resulted in an ever
increasire involverent by the refuge, H"wever, with the decrrase
in manpover, the T .E, profram was {or the moet part phased out by
the end of FY 197k,

The following is a listing of the accomplisaments of FY 197L:

le State of Tllinois Envimnwental Education Plan

The rel\re manarer has b en one of the 26 Task Force
members for the mst tw> wears, In November 1973, t-e
Araft fHrr of the "State Plan®™ was sub-itted to the State
Superimtendent of Schools,

2. Western Tllinois University

Several lectures on Enviranmental Education and environa
mentz]l mroblems were given to stiudents at Western Illinnis
Univers<ity, Several mretings wert™eld with faculty at the
school discussing ways the vniversity cnuld imrrove their
E.Z. projram, Among other thinrs, the 'iavana Pilot Prorram
eolved out of these meelinrs, '

In the Tall »f 1973, the refure manarer was offered and
accepted an apprintment as adjunct inctructor, Since that
tire, Ye a‘'tends an! participates in monthly faculty meetinrs,

3. Havana ®ilot °rorran

Tn ¢t+e early nmart of 1673, 8 =eries of metin-s were held
with varisns profescors and deans frow Western Tllinols




he

Se

Pniversity and rerresentatives from N7fice of the
Superintendent of Publiec Instrveticn and the

U'e Se Fish and Wildli% Sarvice to determine h.w best

to develop an £, L. prorram, After sewral meetinre,

{t was deterrined ‘o develop a °ilot E, Eq Prorran in

one 57 the local school districts, Toll a#Dr, Kellorp
conducted a curvey of several schools in the area and
selected the ilavana School District hecause »f their

hirh interest in the profram. A comittee was formed

that was comnosed o representatives from wIU, 0.S.%.I.,
7, S, Fish and Wildlife Service., .Aministration of tnhe
Havana Schwl District, teaching sta!f of the Havana
Schal Nistrict, Izaar Vslton Vearue, Jaycees, Havana
Reautifvl, an?! a school hoara rember, This committee

==t on a2 mnthly basis to discu-s and “evelop the prorran
for Havara, At the end of 1973, over halfl of the teachers
{n the ele~entary Havana school syster had completed LO
hxurs o more of trainins in E, B, tecaniques, The Havana
Pilot ®rnrram has becn g5 succeseful *at tre State Nirectw
or of Envir-nmental Zducatisn has requerted funds from the
Institute for Tnvironental Quality for documentation that
can be used %o deelnp other E, E, prorra~s in Illinois,

Eovirnimental Ascsociation »f Illinois

The Envirymmental Associatisn o7 Tllinols har a member-
ship of 200+ nmale vn of individvals of various bhackgroundie
with & corron interest in sromoting e~virormmental education,
¥anaper Toll jJoined the orpanigation early in 1973 and was
elected tn the Soard of Novernore in April and at the pres.
ent time serves as Chalrrman of the Coverning Poard »f e
organis-tion,

Teacher Certification Meetin

In Octoter, Toll was a poirted by 0, S. P. 1. to a committee
of five individuals %o recommend standards for certification
in B, E. Hr all Tllinois secondary and elementary teachers,
Certification recommendations were developed hy the committee
and sutmitied %0 0. S. P. I. fr their omnsideration,

Lecture e and Vark chope

lectures were glven on E.F, and reneral envirsnmental topics
at WIT, Champaisn Connty Avdudon Society, %radley University,
VWoodrul £ and Rishwoods fiirh Schosle in Pesris, and t'v Morran
Cxnty Avdton Soriety,




Wnrks-ops were contucted for teachers at Vinier publice
schacls on school =ite planning, use 2L environmental
irnect staterents in weachiiry L, ., at the annual
Environmertal Association 5f Ililinois meeting in
Serinrfiel?, Hernry County Conservatinn Corriitee about
E. E. ir the Havana Pilot Pror-ram, and assistance was
~fiven t5 Drs, Kellorr and Miller from WIU durine 22
four-hour secsions Hr teacheéres in Havanra., 1n addition,
the refu~c manarer participated as a ranelist at a wark-
stop conducted by the LM Extercion Service for Western
Tllinois at Jacksoanviile,

Just under 1,000 reoole were reached in FY 1970 through
worksnops and lectures,

VIII. ITFMS OF INTFREST

This has been ‘he yrar of chaanre and adiustment f>r Chautauqua,
In April of 1973, the Biolorical Technician position was dise
continuved reduciy uhe sta™? to tws full-time =men,

In ¥ay, the ‘eredosia Nati-nzl Wildlife Refure was established
vhen the Nature (onservancy derded the Ande~s75n Duck Hunting Clud
to the Service, Thi= almost ‘Lubled our responsibility since the
wrkload at Meredosia i nearly as larre as Chautsugqua., In July
the Chmtangua Refure and the Mercdosia Refute were placed under
the ¥ark Ti~in Refvre and “scame rart »>7 that complex, At the
sawe time, the refure clerk's tour of duty was reduced from three
to one dav a week, The acsumplin Y2 t-at this re-orpanization
will save mney ad make for a mor_ e ficient operation, We bea
lieve tte result has bdeen an upward shift {n mannower with little
chanpe in the responsibility at the project level., At any rate,
ve are still poing tiomach the stekedown nerind trving to make
the sreten worke

Toring this period the Rantree Research Natural Area was anproved,
The arca it cmposed of 26 acres of unigque upland sand habitat,
Aut 156 acres is virfFin oar-hickory tirber.,




MEREDDSTA TSLAND NATINAL WILDLIFE REFIGE

MERENOSIA, TLLINOIS

I. CGEYNTRAL

In the fall of 1971, we were contacte? by VYr, Jim Anderson of
Chicagn, Wis father had recently died am? willed the 1,850-acre
Andereon Cun Cludb ¢t ™a™ concervation agency., Yr. Anderson asked
that we develop a manarewnt plan for the area e9 that he and his
mother cyld decide which cormervation arency to pive the land to,
A plan was ceweloped and seat to ¥Yr, Amders»n in early 1972, In
¥-y of 1973, we r<cetwed clear title to the An‘erson Gun Clud
throurh the Illinois Natwre Conee-vancy,

It was tre wish of Jir ®mlerson ani his mother that the area be
nzred "Meredosia Island Wati~nal Wildlife Refure," Othwer condie
tions that werr accepted with ‘he land are:

le >riority management for waterfowl

2. To humtirp

3¢ Yo economic harwesting of ti-ber

he Restrictinns on wtor ve’ucle t.ravel, rarticularly
off =road wvehicles

-S¢ The carvtiszker for tre past 'ortv yvears, L. G, qu‘eventer,
be Allowd to live in tre caretaker house for the remainer
of his 1ife

The 1,250 acr-s is nace up of 1,250 arreés »f ttamland timber,
30 sacres of farale~d amd Y0 scres »f mwarst ond water,

An effective mrist =54l manarement pryrran has been develoned by
tre clud and it i= our inte~tion to contiruve that prorram pretty
soch the way it has deen,

THe lons rance plans for the area include the nurchase of additional
lamd to wrine the t~tal acres 9 anprorimately 6,000, When thir is
completed s man agement prorran will be startrd, At present time,
hecause of lack 2 fonds, manpower and poor access, no nublic use is
permitted,

Recause we are orerating Meredosia on a limited hasie, only a few
{terms listed In the Narative oulline will have ensurh information
t9 repori,




A, Weather Cndftions

Flood coniitions remained in July and into Awurt, The later
part of Aurust, September and October were extrmely dry. Flood
condjtions started apain in the laterpart of Jenuarv and cone
tinved through the report ceriod,

B. HaH tat Conditions

le Water =« Food « Cover

High water levels remained until Aurust creventing a draw=
down of tre marsh areas on the refure. Even with this late
Arawdown, there was mome moist =0il plant growth in the
fall, The moist s5il plante were of the same varieties
that rrew In Chautauqua excent there was an abundance of
marsh smertweed, The marsh srartweed 4id not have it very
few secedheads--n>t an uncommn sccurrence ac~ordine to cone
versation with Vandeverter,

Yhat 1ittle moist 01l pvlant fooa did pow rematined unavaile
able t> the waterfowl because we had no way to flood the

rsrehe The pumping eystem that care wiih the rffure was
inoperahle,

In the srring of 197, we had hifh water emditions flooding
the YO acres of farmland that had produced a rood crop of

amnual weeds such as smartweed, millet, ete. Spring miprate
ine Aurke made excellent use 5f this volunteer food,

IT. WILDLIFE

Ae Mirratory Rirds

1. ?_:lj’q' fowl
a, Ducks

Mok uee day ohjrctives for Meredosia are established at
2,3,000. This is based on the 19569 average fipures,
We were far short of thie ohjective durine our first year's
oreratisn of the refNiye with trtal use days of 562,000 or
ahostl one-half of our poale Our downfall was the lack of
water 1o f1md the marstes in the fall, We di4 have wvater




3.

in the spring resultins in almort twice as many use days
as the fall. This is rewerse of the normal situation.

Y. Geese

Our objective for reese at Veredosia is to hnld a popu-
lation just high enaugh so that wildlife sobgervers have
a=ple oppartunity to view them, Tt seems that we can do
this without any srecial manarerment since geese were
present in every ronth thev could he expected to be,

Other YWaterbi s

Several species of waterbirds are com.cnh at Yeredosia in
the small -arshes and the edpe 5f the larpge lake, Because
of our lack of manpower plus the difficulty of petting to
tte area nmuch of the tire, we feel our reported numbers
are shaky at best, For that reason, we will not attempt
to discuss trends,

Shorehi rds

¥Mret of the species that sccur at Chsutauqua are found at
Meredosia but in much sraller mu-hers,

Upland Came Birds

Prodably becguse of freguent flydine, neither quail or
pheasant were ocbserved on the island,

Bir C-me Animals

Deer are comon on the refupe, "wever, frequent and prolonped
flooding push them %o hirher ground often 59 overpopulation will

rahahly never be a orodlem,

%




ITI. REFVUGE DEVELOPM=NT & MATNTENANCE

A, Physical De:iloprment

Considerable time was spent locating the brundrics and posting
the area, After waters receded in July, the caretaker's resi-
dence was reconditioned. Watcr lev:1ls had reached three feet
abow the floor. Floor coverings were replaced and the interior




CAMCRON UNTIT

I. GIMV AL

The Cameryn Mnit is 70 miles from headquarters., Reduced money
and manpower has made it impossidble to do more than lust check
the area a few times a year, Therefwre, detailed information
is unavailahble, Weekly {211 waterfowl c-wunte are the only
really gooi information we have,

A, V¥Weather Condtti-~ns

Weather records vere not obtained for this ztatimn,

B. FHabitat Conditions

l. ¥Water - Fond - Cover

¥oist ©vil plant producti~n was fair »nn this area Wt
was not available to the waterfowl in the fall because
of dry c-nditisns, High water in the sprine msde all
of it available and waterfowl used it inicnsively
through the sprimy wmigration,

11, STLOLY'®

Total waterfowl vse was d-wn sharply. from last yvear, Watcrfawl
use days in 1973 - 1,L63,000; 197h - S33,160, The dile syetem
that has been built sver the past few ycars is vuthed out in
several places, This leaves the flm iy or d-watering at the
mercy of the riwr, It's dnitfu] that any type of dike system
could be economically constructed that would stand up against
the river fioxs, '




CauTAWQUA
03=3333-61=CTC

TVYPE OF SENEFIT

REFAUGCE RECEIPTS
OTwER RECEIPTS
' TOTM

RATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM
REPORT OF ECONONIC OUTPUTS = FY 24

(IN ODLLARS]
JUL=-SEP T3 X T-DEC 73 JAN=NAR T4 * APR=JUN T4
0.00 0.00 0.00 10.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 10.00




. CrayuTaytua
. 03=351-61-CT

-
P ST AT CUCRRI TS L

NMATIUNRL WILDLI®Z FTFUGE SYSTEW "

LAND UST INVINTORY &IPURT

FY = 76

LAND CLASSIFICATION

OETAILED CLASSIFICATIONS

WETLAND TYPSES
INLAND FRZSH AREAS
SCASONLY FLCCU BASIN/FLAY
OPUN FRESH WATLR
UPLAND TYPES
FCrcSTLANDS
NH=-CUNMCRCTIAL FORZSTS

TOYAL ACR™:S
SUMMARY CLASSIFICATIONS

INLAND FRISH AREAS
WETLANT TyYPS

FORESTLANDS :
UPLANC TYPCS

ACREAGE

919.0
3,040%5.0

135.0
$9459.0

60326.0
‘.32‘.0

135.0
- 13%.0




Tne il R 1 KATIONAL WILOLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

% , = . REPCRT GF MISCFLLANEOUS OUTPUTS
O : Fv=Ts : '

MERETOSTA ‘
- 03=3331=0)-rDA ' ‘.
_TYPE OF QUTPUTS uNITS "FY TOTAL
PRIFESSIUNRL SERVICES '

"MEFUGF URIFNT, PUBLISHD ) ‘

BY MOE=RIFUST PERISNL EACH 1

WISCELLANCOUS MILDLIFE JUTPUTS

WILOLIFZ OIVIASIVY NJ. SPECS 273

=

A,
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NATIOMAL WILDLIFZ REFUGE SYSTEM
- PUBLIC USE REPORT
VISITS 8V MONTH
#ERCD0SIA
83=3531-63=-"DA X %
> ' 12 MONTH
| ACTIVITY WARE 2873 AUG=T3I SEP=T3 OCT=73 NOV=T3 DEC=73 JAN=T4 FEB=T4 NAR=T& APR=T4 MAV=T4 JUN-T& TOTAL
i
|  TOTAL WILODLIFE ORIENWTED _ =
, 3 2
TOTAL NOW-uILOLIFE ORTENTED <% x .z %
TOfaL PUSLIC USE ot ‘ ~— s - BT

A ———C—




. iy . % - ‘ "
“hs MATIOMAL wILULIFC PTFUGE SYSTEM ‘ - o sy
B LANU UST INVENTOTY RTPIRT e s,
& Y, FY = 74 : . . :
meRZCISIA . ' ~ RV 19
G3=3531-63=MDA : . cis @
) . K - . .. e . B 3 . "
LAND CLASSIFICATION ACREAGE . c
fo OCCTAILED CLASSIFICATICAS : .
. WETLANS TYPZS ]
: IMLAND FRZSH AREZRS ’ ’ ’ ¥
SSASONLY FLOOC BASIN/FLAY 1¢350.0 , e o
UPLANG TVYPCS :
CROPLAKUS , y e oz sl Lk,
NONIE t=GRR BRGWSE, PERANL 300.0 = : oy et
TOTAL ACRES 1,850.0 .
' f1. SUPPARY CLASSIFICATIONS . . R L -
¥l = . -..'.. park P
INLANG FRESH ARCAS 1¢550.0 { ET.
BETLAND TYP_S 10550.0 - . . "
CROPLANSS 300.0 ' - re ;
UPLANL TYPLS 300.0




MATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM
. ' PEPCPT OF MISCELLANEUUS AUTPUTS

FY=74 : .
- CAPERCN UKIT
03=3531-62-C™ N ®
. TYPE OF QUTPUTS UNITS : Fv TOTAL
NESCELLANCCUS wILDLIFE OUTPUTS
WELCLIFE CIVESSITY NG. SPECS . 273
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' MATIONAL WILDULIFE KEFUGE SVYSTEM
. PUBLIC USE REPORT

ACT MRS BV MONTH
‘ CARERON UNET s
83~3331-e2=-CW .

; , ) 12 MONTH
' ACTEIVITY wang JUL=T3 AUG-T3 SEP=T3 OCT=T3 NOV-TS DEC~T3 JAN-T6¢ FEG~T4 MAR=T4 APR=Té RAY=T4 JUN=T4  TOTAL
5 5 )
' : S .
TOIAL «ILOLIFE ORIENTED 2 2 e
| TOTAML WOW-4ILOLIFE OR{ENTED - S AR ‘
.. TOTaL PUBLIC uSE - . = i |
' . X ; . \
w3, ViSITS TO AEFUGE by . ' R |
: " ¢ = N . 4 P s - ‘l{
. : i )
H 57 L . 4
‘ - B ie . . " ’ '
- o . ' \




SARER IN UNIT
03=33il=02=CNy

MATINAL WILOLIFZ EEFUGE SYSTEM
LAMC USt nNvEHICotY RePuUKRT
FY = 74

- LAND CLASSIFICATION

e OLTAILED CLASSIFICATIONS

WETLAND TYees
INLAND ¢4TSH ARCAS
SEASTNLY FLOOD SASIN/FLAY
UPLAND Ty S
ECRSTLANDS
NUt=-CuNERCIAL FORESTS
TUTAL ACR S

Ile SUMmARY CLASSIFICATICNS
ENLANG F+ 7% ARFAS X
WETLAND Tve_S§ : -

FuRZ STLANUS .
UPLAND Trogs r ¥ e

ACREAGE

€02.9

37,0
€39.0

602.0
602.0

’7.0
37.0




