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A. Jatreduction

" The Necedah NMatfional Wildlfife Refuge is located in Junssu and Wood
ccuaties in westecsntrsl Wieconsin. The 39,607 acre refuge lies in
the lake bod of glactal lake Wisconsin. The ares 18 charecterised
by peorly drained asndy soile dawineted by jack pine snd cak woods.

Nesedah Rafuge has been partially developed te enhsnce watsrfowl
predection snd te provide habitat fer migrating waterfowl. The
area supperts good populetiens of resident forest wildlife species.

The dreught esnditions of 1976 putly inflvenced work sctivities.
The extremely dry conditicoe permittod acceas and construetion
pessibilitise in sress to wet to werk in for the last ten years.
Rebebilitstien mouies nade pessible much needed water facility
ond sseshes repeir. \

B. Slimatic_snd Raditst Cooditions

The ground was barely covered with snow at the bsginning of 1976.
Fregeent snows occurred in Jenusry but warm February days melted
nest of this., Merch was warmer then ucual with ice leaving tha
poels on March 25. May begen & long period of drought that axtended
to yesr's end resulting in & deficit in annual precipitetion of
16.64 inches. Ko pracipitation was received in November which fe
the first time this has happened for eny month mincs record
keeping began ia 1939. At the end of December the ground was
covered with eix inches of enow. :

Vetsr conditions were st or above luu“ water levels until about
uidaJune vhen the rain eessed. Water conditions steadily deteriorated
uatil early Amgust when all msjor poocls were dry. Only ¢2 Rynearson
held 40 = 80 acres of water. The Bprague-iather pool held soms

vater along the borrow arees in front of tha dam, but ths watar

was 3 = 4 fest below the bottom of the pool. ko fall raine
ssterialised end the lone Yool #2 frose wp during the first week

ia Revember.

Refuge crops were not fully utilized in 1976 by migrating waterfowl.
Lack of water prohidited the flooding of ssodod millet. Rafugs corn
wee mot completely catea by watarfowl but was being utilized by
desr as 1976 closed cut. Duclwhest fields were used axtensively

by Sandhill cranes and geass.

The 1976 burning pregrsa provided excellent browse for deer by
zesprouting in burn areas., Summar desr wee waa high in the nev
bura arveas. Tha blusberry crop was alco*t a coxplata failure
dus to extrems 4ry weather 1in late Juon that dried wp developing
berries. A resl bright spet in wild feods was the socond
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“Mtcmolukmt. The acorn crup success was wide o

pread
in eantral Wisconsin. AL Year's end deer were paving through 4 = 6

fnches of snow to get at this excellent foud amourca.
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Heavy, wet March snow

Mareh - 1976 Strom: Pereenal photo

C. land sAaguisitien \
Nothing to repert.

D. ixatan.2tatea
1. Qbisstives

This eudesection will desl primarily with FY 76 even though
this veport £o for CY 76. Included L8 the intarim pericd 7/1/75 =
12/31/75, the Trensition quarter, and the first quarter of IFY 77.
Altheugh & tybrid this yeer, disswssing the previces fiscel
yosr, am, FY 76 = CY 76, has advantages for future reports. It
will be oculy three monthks out of phese, will allow tim for
print outs to be recoived, and will allow tims for analysias snd
reflsetion en this information, ’

2.
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3.
In most instances Necedah was able co comply with the FY 76 ANP
Advice with the following exceptions. Traiaing for pesticide
applicator cartificetion wes not offered {n this area during the
yoar, havever, our applicator wes schedulesd for initial training
on Janmary 3, 1977. MNeithar law enforecemsut training nor environe=
msntal sducetion truining were svailsble during the year. Field
otatiss end commmity K3 inventories ware not conpleted.
Seversl ecurces of funds other than O&M conbined to spest the
etetions AP, Thies was plessantly disruptive as it allowed us
te brosden esr maintsnsnce and rehadfilitation ectivities.

e Btrectures 1 and 13 were Yepaired for about half the
astimated enount. Ths remsining funde were used to
sequire thres, mach teeded, pre-cut wooden wehicle
bridgee snd some roed gravel. :I

$810 = The 4P previded for refilling ocer forester position.
Since thie waes not eccomplished, the salary amount vwes
used to replece the foresters wvehicle snd acquire
grevel for ferest roeds. This was a timely acquisition
as the price of gravel hes einee dosdled.

8722 = These funds were uweed te centrel cak wilt, primarily
ia the foram ¢f mendays.

Iitle X = Thie pregrem was & great assst to statiom maintenance
mmﬂ.mmmcotqhmu
adminfietrative time.

JCC = The mechanies of including activities ef this program
o the AP were being developed.
2. Punding
O&M Funding, Necedah NWR
$92.9
= se9.6_  fos
$72.3 $73.8 250 | - 3788 [ES00] |09
X 018" 21.0- pu
< il 16,9 ° i 1220 |
: 1220 18.5
20.7

(0141 0141 o113 0113 1210 1210
72,3 73.8 67.9 & 62.0 47.9 52.9
‘ st Y i3 B i
2 Y73 rY?4 rY?5 rY76 FY?7
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C‘ Punding and Manpower, Mecedah WWR
FYI2 _FY7S _FYIA_FY?S FY?6 1-Qer TYYI?* MPID FYS)
\'
e ’
1560 | 1560| 1560| 2480 1250 [ 293 1300 | 520| 1820
Other 270 | 05| 170 15| 150 5| 370 &%
Total 1830 | 1063 17| 1613 1400 | 360 1670 | 1018] 2048
Pundiag 00N
1210
o113
0141 72.3 | 73.3] 67.9| 62.0! 47.9 |.37.2] s2.9
1220 ‘ 20,7 18.3
| 1500
) o116 | 23,00 16,9 21,0 | 2.6/ 2.0} ek
. Yotal 12.3| 73.8] 929! 78,90 ©9.6 | W.8! 92,4 MAlae2.0
L Pusitag Bahed, 16.0 | #m.0m2.0
' - _Bes, Total [72.3]73.8) 92.9] 94.9/103.6 | 39,0 92,0 | 92413780
VM_-G-MI bk . : S DR 1S DR ek
Pending, Other ‘
6810
_, 08 12.0] 14.0| 34,0/ 23,0/ 30.0 | 7.5| 1.1 | 27.2] 27.2
Mo xbd 8 7 ) 3.0/ 3.6] 3.6| 3.0 :
) 0170 3.3] 3.3 -
L Title X 38.8 3
A YoC E 21,0] 25,0] 25,0 26,1
Total 15.5| 22,3/ 38.6| 53.6| 98.8 | 7.3 a7.2 | 27.2| 27.2
.. _GRAND TOTAL (8) [87.8] 96.3(131.3 [148.3/242.4 !47.30199.6 [219.6[a89.5
i “Projected, § 1a thousands
"\
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IX. COHSTRUCTION Al MAINTEMANCE

A, Comgmglcn

The statioa reseived $54,000 in MAXS meney fn 1976. Through the
letk of low bids this money was stretchod to cover e~veral projocts.

Rynearsca Pool NHo. 1 water control structure was ronoveted with
patching of deteriorated concrete, fustallativn ol a four foot
square 1{ft gate in the middle bay, replacing hend rails, installing
metal gratas over etcp log openings. Kow step logs ware installod.

Weter control structurs Xo. 13 had a downestream wingwall poured
te replace ths bedly deteriorated existing wall, Ths uwpstre.m
wing walls were rafsed 21 inchea to ;rovide for better watar
control. The refuge crew constructed and ripernpped an emergency
spilluwgy at this structure,

The eontrsct for thess two structures was $24,600 and waa awarded
te Fingsr Brothers, Meusten, Wisconsin.

A section of the badly washed Willisms Dike (2,100 feet) wss
rebuilt to about a 5 to 1 slope, and covered with 6 inches of
topecil. A emall portion of the dike (300 fest) was riperapped

to prevent ercsfon. The dry conditions in lats sucmer siced

this dike work. Abowt 3,400 cubic yards of f11l was placed

along the dike. New gravel was placed on top of the dike. The
coutrect was swarded for $10,077 to Olson Excavating, Camp Deuglas,
Wiecomsin. The slope area was seeded and mulched by the refuge
erow in the fall eof 1976.

Thres woodon bridges were socured under a low bid from Dent &
Russell, Inc., Portland, Oregoa for $11,450. One complate dridge
with piliug and the accessorios was deaignated for the Camp Road,
and two new deck tope wers received for the Hansou Road bridges
(Ratetail and Spencer=Robineon Laterals). The Hanson Roed bridge
tope were instslled by refugs persovinel i{n October and Novembar
1976. Tha road was partially rebuflt to afford access into this
erea for fire continl and forewstry work,

Over 4 miles of accets roado around the Sprague=Mather pool ware
graveled with exponse for salos money. TVO thousand eeven hmudred

and £1fty yards of gravel were hauled end dump spread dy Arthur
Overgsard, Ine., Rlroy, Wisconsin for $6,23/yd. totaling $17,132,50,
Cravel does not come cheap in this send country. The surfecing of the
roads will parmit early epring sccess into these sress to aid in

the pruiris restorstion sffort arcend the Spregus=dather Pool.

If gravel prices continue to increase, the cost of further graveling
of sesess rosds will bhe prohiditive.
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B.. llllnunanu

New fire-retardsut reof shingles were placed ou Quarters 1 and
Quacters 8. Tha garugs end chicken houss were sleo re=shingled at
\he sscondary ~=idenco. leaky roofs sre ne longsr a preblem.

The *=7 tractor recoived a majer overmaul of the tracks asd elutch
syvum., This trestor agais broks down in September and 1f s suitable

. veplasement ran't bo sesured frem serplue preperty, it will have ¢o

b repeirved.

Intsrior refuge road sides were mowed to reducs drush encroschment
te fasfiiitats trevel and poesible use ss temporary fire breaks.
Beverel miles of intsreittently traveled roads wers &lec mowed to
keep thea cloar of Drush fer aecess snd pessidble wse as fire lanes
in the event of vildfires.

Interior resds were graded ssversl times during the year to keep
grasa from graveled surfecee.

C. Wildfires
et

No wildfires eccurred on the refuge fn 1976 in spite of ono of
the wvorst firs sessons in eantral Wissonsin history.

. Two major fires started in ths vicinity of the refuge and only the

chance divection of the wind kept them out ¢f the refuge. The
refups staff under e cooperstive fire fighting egreement with ths
Wisconein DMR helped en both.

The fivet major: {ire started en May 9 burning 6 1/2 miles before
hitting the Petenwell Flowags and tunning owt of fuel. It burned
adout 3,000 a3sres snd was the worst fire in Wisconsin {n the lsst
oight years,

The sessnd mejor blame broke out nger the sowthern city . limite of
Rocedah on Amgest 28th, It burned 16 tratiler houses ané one heme
befere buraing out {n the Yellow River bottoms. The refups crew
spent essaideredle timp en thie 2,600 acre five.

\,

III. RABITAT MARAGEMENT
A.eml.-h_

Cultiveted foeds fer migratory waterfowl, crenes end resident
vildlife vere provided {n the form of 30 scres of corn, 30 ecres
of buskvheat and 30 asres of millet,

6.




)
O
(O & 0
y) a
R L&
2T <
; o '
I & o i
b H 2 s
um \;_!0 > u.— B
i | a TN 7 :
i,% H _ o] (&3] .
L L Y o=
B ! __ ] 8
RilH - 3

LT
~
'

RES

........................

Hmsteiet & N4 evimos

------

B
......

TN -




~

7.

Refuge cern was treated with Atrazine for quackgrass and Lasso for
suteodge. The eubsequent lack of moisture after planting decreased
the offestivensss of the uno and the corn yicld suffered from
autssdgn cempetitien.

Bechvhaat provided good food for waterfowl slthough 4t was thin dua

te drought comditions. About 40 bushels of buckwheat were harvested from
cne etrip to provide for next years seed. Sandhill cranes mnde guvod

wes of >ts buskwheat fiaslds.

Japanese millet and white prosoc milliet were planted on freshly broken
ground whieh 18 nermally floodabls during ths fall. The extrems dry
£fall along with & lesky control structure combined to make this food
secres wnevailable for fall watarfowl. Our hupe 18 that suffiefient
spring msisturs 18 evailadle in 1977 eo this food will be utilized

by the returuing spring waterfowl.
3. Gressleads

In May 19 scres in tha Carpsnter pretiris restoratien unit wre
planted te switeh grese te provide mesting cover for nesting waterfowl,
This wes en old form field thet had been planced to fall wheat browse
for geese. The fisld wee sprayed vith Atrasing 80% at 1 = 1 1/2 1b/
sgre to redxce quackgrase comvetition with the switeh grass. Switeh
£ress was susded at 6 » 8 1be per acre. Ths summer drought affected
this seedieg very smch, but the seed 4did sprout in ecms aress end
even producted eeed. Time will tell on ths seeding success. PFuture
quackgress sontrel will noet likcly bes necessary to help the
estatlishment. The wnit thea will be msnsged by the controlled

buruing progrea.

Juture plens ¢all for more eseding of this grass 1n aress thst can
ba w by fire te provids high quality nesting omr.'

The preirie restorstion ouott m sost intense in the Spragme~
NMather Pool eres in 1976. Seven spring burne totaling 2,305 acras
were successfully accosplished. Thiv totsl includes nnt time
burn 4{n Unit 12 of 750 acres. MNative grass and ford speciesr have
responded wall to the restorstion effert but brush encroachment {e
s esntimaing problem. Costs averagsd $.78/acre burned in 1976.

Date Uni\ Bo. Acres Temp Wind ™ Cost Cost/Acre
3/23 12 750 52-60 8k 8-10 30-30 § 486 «65¢
&/2 1356 16 700 50 XE=10-13 &0U=35 383 33
&/2 S« Dike 13 33 8k 0=3 4 3 2.20
4/3 a2 120 65 WSW6=~10 33 210 1.40
(Y2 17 7680 S® NEe3-10 3 263 o3
&/ 192 90 6 NE=SW=3-102% ___ 213 _2.39

2,505 1,914 «764¢c Ave,




The grasa strips Detwesen the buckwheat and corn fields wars mowad in
lats July and Auguat to provide browse for gssse, but the lack of
rain prodoecsd very little regrowth, g

C. Watlonde

Water sontrol manfpulation to achieve desirwd epring water levele
was completed by mideApril. There was ns major run=>ff after that
to present problems.

The #1 Yool draswedown was complates in lats Jung to facilitate water
contrel strwetsre work. Exceller.: scande of vile millat sad Bidens
“"xo’“o

In late June Pool 13 wes dramedcwn and 1 foot of water was let out
of the Spregue=tether Pool to fasilitato structurs rshabilitation on
Strusture #13 water centyrd.

These were the cumly planied major draw=downs Dut as diacussed in

feB, the drought elixinated almoit all refuge water by mide-September.
Meist feed species daveloped execellerit stards on receding pools and
ahould provide excellent sources of foud if water returns in the epring.

D. Yorest Lands

During the period six specidl use permits were in force for
tisber removal. Three permite were for clear cutting mature jack
pine. Jack pine clear cuts provide excellent openings and re-eeed
rapidly greatly benefiting reeident gaus spacies. Benefits could
ba insreesed 1if the slash vsn be ecuverted in eontrolled regenerative
burus, but fire linee are net always available to initiate controlled
burne 4n forestad areas.

One permit to upgrade & rved pine phﬁuttw stand of 53 acres was
in force. This tiimning permits grow:ié Cover to establish in an
otherwise "hielogical desert™. ' ;

Twe salvage permits were {ssued to utilize wood blowm down by
Avgast 1973 sterme and desl aspeun for wood chips.

Several ocak wilt aress were treasted by removing diseased trees.
This disesse problem is quits sewere in ecme red osk aress snd the
draught this summmr compeunded the predlea. MNere work needs to

- be deme.

With the fual shortage, local interest in five woed sapplie’ has
turned teward refuge lands., We initfacted a permit oystes i, “emove
deed and deve timber slong refuge reeds.  The systea has worked
vell oo fav. :




Be Cther Rabitat N

Hething teo repert.
7. Vilderness end z;-.ut Arvess

1. Ennh Natursl Aress

Ee managoment was dess in the Necedah Jack=Osk Natural Ares
(100 scres).

2. 3etiontitic Aress

" Re -nm'u—nt was ‘m in t!n Necedah Osk-Pine Ferest h-wmagement
Ares (240 scres). The ares was scheduled for a spring (ontrelled
bure but weather conditions prevented it snd uu sen~Zicions
were to explosive to consider a bum.

3. Vildernsse Arvess |
Hona

G. Losements for Vaterfowl Managament

V. VILDLIFB

A. Endangered and Threatened Species

Ospray again used the nrsting stresturo built fa the eld herom
ta the Sprarme Moel. A aesst check in early July revealed
of young, althsagh a peir of birds had been noted in
tampdinte area -nd on the mect sinse mid-April. The pair
was obesrved vartying druncies Co the nest, but apperently wera
wmasusesssful ia prodasing ywung.

i%}

hizde asted. One John Eopkise University cellared swen (J 343) was
obsexvad ia & greasp of 30 {n the Sprague-disther Pesl on 3/26.

Be | re noted in the fall migration in ths waters of Necedah.
The virtsal laek of surface watsr acopunts for this. 7Twe swans wers

noted flying evar the refuge on 11/2 heralding s repidly epprosshing




10.

b Coese
The first epring migrant geese were roted ocun the refuge
oa 2/28/76. Mild weather continuaed and by Merch 15 the gocee migretion
ves well under wey. The March 25th spring breakeup dete wes two
vesks esrlier then in 1975, The Censda goses migration peaked
arcund 3/30 with 3,000 gsese using the refugs.

Jew snow gease wers noted in the spring wmigretion. $ix whiteefronted
gosse vere obearved on the Bpragre-tiather Pool from 4/18 to 4/25.
These are the first spring records of this speeies en the refugs.

The £all Caneda goose migration started on September 17th when

ebout 21,000 geese errived. The populetion pesked et abowt 6,900

bizds en October 22. The gesse did not fully utilisze the refugs

crops this yesr. A delayed hunting ssason, dus to the high fire
denger allowed the gesss to establish flight patterns out of the
refuge. They fed cn the meny harvested fields near the refuge aod

by the time the hunting seeason opened on October 20th, they were

by pessing theee fields on longsr feoding flights. The limited

water areas oa the refupe fross ever en 11/8 ending the fall migratioa.

Ten diffsrent Censde goose broods were ebserved on the vefugs. 4n
estimeted 70 birds were preduced to flight stage. ¢

e. Ducks ‘ '
| Dusk predustion ves estimated es folleve:
Breeding Pairs X Averege Breod Sise X Hetehing Bate = Prmduction
7% X ol ¥ SRl 2, e 1,264

Bresding paire ebservad wes shout 30% of lest yesr's when watar
aress were -atuadent arcund the refugs. Mot ell wood durk homsc
were shetked for weags iv 1976. 1In Februsry all boxee were
inepested and nesting material placed es necessary. Nest bomes
were checked in July end Aogust in cenjunction with YCC projects.
A total of 34 bomes wers checked indfcating 13 successfully hatched
weed duck breode. The ganeral inersese 1in wood dock weaga has
been {nfluenced by box placamsnt end moving boxss out of high
starling uss sveas.

The spring duck migratioco ;~aked the third week fn April and
dropped off repidly. The .all migration nevor reeslly started, the
extremely poor water conditions from Juns wntil freste-up saw a
esctinual decresse in duck numbers. No msjor fall bufldeup
eseuzted oa the refugn.




1. |

Precscasen banding was completed as follows:
AHYeM AHYeF HY=M HY-F Total
¥ood Duck: Quota Ly 50 30 50 200

Bended &4 ) U3 22 17 117
Mellard 3 Queta 100 100 100 100 420 |
Banded 28 17 20 8 93 ‘
d. Cootp |

The spring peak of 800 birds occurred the third week of
April. No nesting was notiecsd on the refugs. The fall migretfioa
peaked at 130 birds in mid-September.

2. Magsh god Water Birds

The first crcnes wers noted on 4/22/76 in tbe middle Canffeld
Unit. The Greater Sandhill cranes continws to incresss in centrasl
Wiscenein, Two obssrvations of Sandhil]l cranes with young were made
in the #1 and #2 Rynesrson Fool aress. On 6/4 a pair of Sandhill
cranes with two 12" « 135% tall young weve noted en the Willisms
Dike rosd. On 6/8 s pair with s singla larger yeung wes noted by
the uppor pesl on the h.lliams Dike roed.

The vefuge had a pood summr pepulstion of Sandhille. Thirty-four
were meted {n Rynearscn #1 on June 14th whea this pool was being
drawa down. Over 100 Sandhills wers noted en 8/4 weing the refuge
2% & TOSSt area.

The fall migratioc peaked at 440 cranes which were cdbeerved flying
out of the rees”ing area in #21 ea 10/17. ;
On 7/8 en wnecumce ebesrvatien was mads of a commou loon £flying
over #2 peol.

3. Shotabixde, Culls, Terna and Allfed Spactes

Nothing significant er wousual.
4. Raptors

Road killed deer plased on & hill between #1 and #2 Rynearson
Podls agein sttrastod a large nwmber of eagles from early October
te late November. A peak of 20 eeglos were noted in the immediaste
visinity of the deer pile on 11/9. An interesting aspect of this
fe that only 1 bird was an adult bald, the rest were fmmature birds.

A golden eagle was eighted seversl times in the l-'-vtctntty in
the fall. i .
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Other notable observetions included a goshawk on 1/13 en the southe
weet side of Pool #1 and a turkey vulture on 4/18 on #.9 roed.

S Birds
a. Doves

1100 doves per stop were rocordul on thﬂ annual coo=count
:hru;h Oakdala, Wiseonsim. This nguu is down from the 1:45/stop
in 1973,

C. Hemmals and Non-Migrstozy Birds and Otgu

1, Gamp Animels

Whitestailed deer numbers ressin high, The Wisconsin DR
otill eotimates the deer herd in central Wisconair st 235 < 30/square
sdle. The present deer hunting seasons on the refuge & .pear to be
sxopping antlered deer at about saxirun, Very fev bucks are taken
with over 3 points on a side. The epike or fork Form are commoa.

This heavy harvest does not sppeir to interfere with reprodustion
l'asause spring snd summar ohservations indicate a high fncidence
of twin fawns snd one obeervation weas made this summer of triplets.

Racsssn twmbeve vremain high in spite of intansive trapping prassure
from refuge trsppere. Beaver continued to pressat prodlems in water
contrel struwetures, culverts and one ditch on the north end of the
refugs vhere a series of dams kept & woolgrass msadov wet. The
extrems dry summer and f£sll will have an adverse affect on winter
suzrvival of these wildlife engineers. A total of 38 beaver were
zremved during the February seasom.

Msskrat oumbers reasin low and the drought should have but a short
Cerm effect.

Coyote mumbers appear to be fncreasing on the area. 5ign is notsed

throughout the refugs. The refuge permit treppere removed 12
eoyotes during the fall.

2, Other Mypwpls
- Rothing significant to report

3. Residsnt Bipds

The ruffed grouse populatiom ea the refugs continued to
recover from 1t's 1974 low,

-

A

Wild tuzhey sbservations inereased dnﬁtlully this spring.
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Fourteen cbservations of turkeys wers made before mideJune when a brood
¥ was neted on the lover Canfield Roed. This is tha first brood notad on

the refuge {n seversl yesrs. A large group (9 = 10) of turksys wore

oeted at the Henson Rosd sod Spencer-Robinson Ditch bridge on 11/9.

4, Cthar Anima]) Lifg

Quite & few small Northern pika wers taken during the first
two weeks of the serson (June 1 = 13). All equatic wildlife species
were adversoly affectod by the drought econditions. The fish pop=
ulation was essontielly gone by lats November. A good carp kill
was noted on the Spregue-isther Pool. Whanever water levels return
to normal carp numbers should be lou for at least s couple of years,
but no msans are available te restrict reinvasien from the upper
watershed of the refuge.

V. INTERPEETATION AND BEECREATIONM

A. Joformation sod Interpretatico
1. On-Rafuss

" The basfe IAR znennm on the refuge ave self-guided activities.
The ens mile nature treil aloag with the observation tower overlooking
Ryvearsen #1 Poel receives most of the intenafive public wse. This
area s used as a point of first contsct with the visiting public.

Here they san obtain leaflets er what ths refugs offers. Thes auto
teur routs leaflet s a-p-uu hnro for the selfeguided routse
threugh the refugs.

These feeilities are dutm-d to lnndh the general publie with a
uinissm of refuge staff tims involved. Groups are taken out by the
refuge staff by special request. Seven of these growps totaling
188 peeple toured the refuge in 1976. This sctivity has been held
to & minimun whenever possible and groups are encouragsd to use
salfeguiding facilities.

2. Off-Rafuse

Manager Updike and Strom presented & 2 hour class on prescribed
burning te 60 students of a fire scolegy claas at the University of
Viscemsin, Creen Bay en January 20.

Assfstant Manager Strom prasented a slide pregram on the refugs to
- the Temsh Garden Cltd en January 22,

The refuge staff participated in "Matfiensl Wildiife Week™ by
presanting 19 film programs in local scheols to 1,430 students.
Bdusaters liked these progrems very msch and welcousd our efforts.




Assistant Managar Strom perticipeted ia the SCS water bank scresening
progrsa in 1976,

Menager Carroll, Assfistant Manager Otrom, and Msintenamce Worker
Carter sarved a8 fire erme safety inetructors in the losel Wisconsin
fire arm safety clesses held at the Necedeh high school. Twanty
stedents perticipsted fn the class thie year,

3. Recreation

1. ¥ildiife Orieqted

The blusberry crop wuse a disaster. A fev hundred people came
to leck for berries ths cpaning wesksnd in July but almost everyooe
went homs with sn eapty bucket. Publis wse sssociated with this
estivity was down dramatically. A

The eszly how and errow seasson for white-tailed desr was delayed to
ecomply with a State ordered closing of the bunting end fishing
sesson resulting from extrems fire denger conditions. When the
season opented on Osctobar 20th, the large influx of hunters

wswslly aseociated with the early bow sessom did not materislisae.

The nine=day desr gon seeson ran from Mov., 20 to dNov. 28. The
weual conditien of tormany hunters in ths woods on opening day
ocgurrad. Car ceunt figures indiceted 35 hunters per squere mile
en opening day which was & Ssturdey end 3O huntars par equare mile
the sscond day. On Mondey ths fizeure dropped to 5 hunters/eq. mile
end resehed 11 Inxmtare/sq. mile on the second Saturday. Ths Stets
of VWiseonsin 16 in ths process of trying to develep methods of
spresding ot this lmnting pressure over the sssson.

Ths late archery seeecn lasted from Des. & to Dec. 31, end due
to the very cold eonditiocne, did not ettract many hunters. The
quality of this season has increased significantly sioce
regnlation chsnges were made in the esrly 1970's te eliminets
srtificial dear consentrations which du' srowds from ell over
m .“.‘o

2. Hon-Wildiife Orented

Soowaobiling ie a wvery popular winter ectivity in central
Wisconsin. It ie legal sn township roads through the refugs.
Ose established trail on the township roads is heavily ueed.

8o far snewmobilers have heen centent to tun the roads, although
they would like to go whers: ever thay wish. No msjor prodbleme
h.ve beon encountered with mechines mdurtn; off the road
righteofeways.

C. Enforcement
One of the wore common types of viclation that seems to be
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foereasing is lunting resident geme, in particular ruffad grouse,

on refugs lands. The refugs 1s surrounded ou 3 sidas by the Msadow
Valley Wildlifa Area which {s open to resident game hunting. A
problam of differentiation of refugs and DNR lande exists. Although
the lands are postad differantly soms people don't take the tims to
check out these differeness. : :

Meay et't=ofestata buntsrs come to this area to hunt becauss of sll
the State lande open to hunt. Uunfanilarity with the ares along
with the growing trend in road munting for grouss gats msuy bunters
into trouble. V¥New State lows making road bunting 1llegel and soms
possible changss in posting may help solwe this problem.

The use of flaged cable gates along township roads and physical
barriers en others have reduced ofl-ruvad vehicls trespass problems.

Three hunters wers apprehended hunting grouse off township roads in
the refugs during 1976. The disposition of theme cases is unknown
et this time.

Vi. OTHER ITIS

A. I1ald Jovestigaticns

' Mr. Tom Bluett, U, of Wis., Madison, complated field work &t
the refuge on o study of vegstative changes in the Necedeh prairie
resteration areas.

An attempt was made to bend Sandhill cranes on the refugs in
September by twe U. of Wis., Stevens Paint students doing continming
research cn thees hirds. Very limited success was achieved. Only
five crsnes were ecaptured end marked.

B Coopgrative PYOQrams

The refuge again hosted & 20 persen non-resident Youth Conservation
Corps ssmp. The eight week camp went from June 21 to August 12,

g %

The refuge eontrected with George Williame College to provide staff
for the eamp. NRo major probleme occurred during the canp and a
third cemp was completed without a timseloss injury.

The enrolless were recruited from the local ares, Tomah, New Lisbon,
Elroy, Mauston and Necedah. A cooperativa agreement was worked out
with the Volk Field Airbase, where they provide a bus to trsnsport
enrollees. The bus made & 40 mile route twice each day which
served our camp well as we could recruit from a larger group of
students for the program.
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A variety of proje.ts were cci_ leted with the continued rerovatfion of
' the boundary line being the mejor task. Other major projects fncluded
- B painting, transplanting wild celery, bLuilding permsnent banding blinds,
- bridges work on lianson Foad, wood duck hoxes, and timber disesse work.

The George Williams staff did an excellent job of interjecting
environmental education on all phases of the work projects. This
reslly fnvolved enrollees in their work and usually answered the
basic questions as to "why?", Wa had quite a bit of locel enthusiasm
for the YCC program at Necedah and local recrufting {s the obvicus
cause.

No YCC pictures have appeared in past reports. Photographs from the
three camps, 1974, 75, and 76 are befng fncluded for historical record.
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) ' 1974 YCC Staff and enrollees
i 4 : Roll No. & Exp. 17 August 1974 By Updike
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. Volk Field Airbasa Bus provided transportation

Roll No. 4 RExp. 21 August 1974 By Updike

to and from camp.
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1975 Staff aud enrcllees Refuge Slide §/7/75 Strom
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Rnrullecs wasldag t.heir work Vaue leiuge Slide
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Refuge fence constructfon = 1975 FPefuge Slide
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YCC Timber Stand Improverent « 1975 Refuge Slide
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YCC E.E. Txercise = 1975
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C. Jteme of Jnterest

GCerald H. Updiks, Manager et Necedah aince 1970 transfsrred to Cradb
Orsbard WA oca Aprfl 19, 1976. Jerry will be missad, but we wish him
.the best in his new duties at Crsd Orcherd. llop. he finde scmsplece
te gat his smoke ralated vtuﬂu.

James M. Carvell, Jr. nporud for daty en Anut 16. 1976 ae tho : |
ROV MANAZST. : : '

Vern B. Dadelph, refugs clerk, m~munud afs 30 yaar service ’
awvard at the staff Christmas party.

Stetien pereemnel were uunly involved in commmity aff.ire es
follevwes :

Updiks § HNecedah school board secretary

Cerroll : Necedah Lion's Club member

ud~1ph ¢t HNecedah Volunteer Firs Department msabsr, Necedah
~son's Clud Tressurer, local VIW Post Adjutunt, ‘
Board of Directors of Centre! Wis. Comminity Action \
Counci]l member until April.

Certer : Kecedah Volunteer Fire Department Chicf, Villege of
Necedah Trustee, Deputy Sheriff of Juneau Co.,
Wis. DER Special Censervation Werden

Assistant Menager Strom wrote the majerity of this report. Clark
Redelph wrote III. D., shared writing 1. B. and III. B., typed and
essembled the report. Manager Carrell wrote I. B., and shared the
writing of Vv, C,

D. Safaty

As of Desember 31, 1976, our safety record stands at 3,130 days
eince ear lest lest=time eccidvnt. The previouwe record wes 1,687 days.

Safety msatings ars regularly held sssh -néh.

A csuplate station slectrical fnspectioa was completed in October.
Plans are being madg to rectify preblem atrsas encountered.




