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NINSPIPE AND PABLO NATIONAL WILDLIFE ESFUQSS 

Narrativa fieport 

January 1$ 1972 to Docambor 51t 1972 

I« Ganeral 

a. WtethT Condition« 

Weather conditions for Ninepipe and Pablo are similar to 
the National Bieon Range. Temperatures were low the last part 
of January, early February, and early December, otherwise they 
were mild and seasonable. Precipitation was generally below 
normal for much of the year. For specifio data see Rational 
Bison Range narrative* 

B. Habitat Conditions 

1. Water 

Water levels on both Ninepipe and Pablo fluctuate in re* 
sponse to irrigation needs in the valley. During 1972 these 
fluctuations were nearwnonEalw. The level on Ninepipe was slightly 
above norual daring January, and from April through July, and 
slightly below nonaal during the renainder of the year. 

Ninepipe was frosen over the first part of the year. By 
Narch 14, the ice was melting back from the shoreline* 

Water levels for Pablo were generally below normal during 
the period January through August, and slightly above normal 
during September through December. 

Following is a table of the 1972 guage readings for the first 
of each month. 

ma 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
august 
September 
October 
November 
December 

3001.3 3W-4 
3001.8 3187.4 
3002*4 3188*0 
3005.2 3X91.7 
3006*9 3201*8 
3008.5 3205.1 
30X0.9 3203.5 
3006*0 3201*3 
2999.7 3199.6 
2997.0 3194.4 
2997.7 3193.3 
2999.8 3198.8 
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2. IWd aqd ^yer 

Both food anc cover were abundant for all species* Al
though neither Ninepipe or PA bio Refuges produce enough food 
for Bdgrating birds adjoining State owned lands hare ample grain 
fields with green browse and standing grain crops* 

Upland game birds (prlaarily pheasant) congregate in heavy 
stands of cattails especially during fall and winter* Some old 
stands of shelterbelts at Pablo also furnish winter cover for 
pheasants and Hungarian (gray) partridge* Pheasant populations 
have continued to decrease over the years and loss of habitat 
does not appear to be the total problem* Hopefully with addi
tional restrictions on agricultural chemicals and grain treating 
pheasant production will improve* 

Kentucky bluegra.es is the dominate upland grass* It provides 
poor nesting cover even when ungraaed* County burning laws 
restrict agricultural burning enough to discourage use of burning 
for a management tool* Also burning of vegetation to produce 
waterfowl habitat is not in general accepted by the public* 
We are planning to continue restricting grasing as an annual 
practice* Ibssibly some fertilising will help Increase vigor 
of vegetation and give sore cover* 

11* WILDLIFE 

X, Waterfowl 

a. BlnfrtT* 

Whistling swans were first seen on the area on February 13. 
Peak number observed was 200 on March 16* Most of ihm left 
within a few days* Two to seven birds were present until June* 
Fall flighte of swans over flew the refuge* Only a few indivi
dual birds stopped* 

Canada geese were present throughout the year* Peak popu
lation for the year was 892 on October 19* 

Westing by Canada geese was very successful this year* 
Following is summary data from nesting surveys* 

Tbtal Found 31 IB? 6*03 
Successful Nests 24 151 6*29 
^successful Wests 7 36 5*14 
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y.r 
Of X5X egge in th« uuccessful nests 113 batched9 or j&T/nmnt. 
One nest of 14 eggs ess observed, out of which nine hatched* (see photo 
section) 

Total production for the year was 173 birds, an all tine 
high* A suaanary of goose production for the Refuge since 1951 
is as followst 

lair Birds Produced Year 

1951 50 1962 47 
1952 15 1963 72 
1953 75 1964 64 
1954 55 1965 80 
1955 42 1966 150 
1956 45 1967 125 
1957 60 1968 75 
1958 26 1969 110 
1959 60 1970 125 
I960 72 1971 100 
1961 83 1972 173 

At the beginning of the year(1/3/72) there were 12,000 
mallards* By the end of January this number had dropped to 

? ̂  8,000* Freezing conditions forced the birds from the Refuge 
* ' with no ducks present during February* Thawing conditions in 

March caused the birds to return* By the 9th of March there 
were 3»000 mallards, 800 pintail, 162 American widgeon, 10 
leaser scaup, 34 common merganser, and 179 ooonon goldeneye* 
By the end of the month redhead, eanvasback, shovcler and buffle-
head had also returned* 

Breeding pair counts in duns indicated a low breeding popu
lation* Only 43 pair were observed, mostly mallard (14) and 
rsdhsad(l5)* From breeding pair counts and brood surveys, pro
duction was estimated to be 221 birds* Thsss consisted of 95 
sallard, 17 pintail, 22 blue-winged teal, 8 shovcler, 20 wood 
duck and 59 redhead* 

The fall migration was spread out more than usual with the 
mild autumn weather* Peak population of ducks occurred during 
the last part of October only slightly more than 17*000 birds, 
mostly mallard and widgeon* 

btiss, 

Whistling swan were observed on only two occasions - two 
birds on dune 1, and eight birds on Movember 16* 

Q 
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Canada geese were first observed on March 30# when four 
were present* Their numbers built up during the sunsner as non-
breeding birds moved onto the area. On July 31# there were 190 
birds present. The peak number occurred on August 2$, when 1,000 
birds were present. Their numbers declined during the fall to 
578 on November 28. All birds left when the area froze over in 
December. No production was noted on the area. 

Ducks were absent from Pablo until the latter part of March 
when the ice opened up. The peak spring population was about 
3,200 birds on March 30. Number of birds present dropped to a 
low of 200 on June 15* No breeding pair counts were made so 
production was based on brood counts only. These counts indi
cated 16 gadwall, 28 pintail, 7 shoveler, and 26 redhead were 
produced. Peak fall population of 8,500 occurred on September 8. 

2» Marsh and Water Birds 

Western grebes were abundant on Ninepipe throughout the 
sunmer. An estimated 200 were produced, most of them in one 
group of 70-plus nests in a three acre area on Ninepipe. First 
observations were on May 20, and they were last seen on October 19* 

Great blue herons were present year around. Nesting on 
Ninepipe is increasing. In 1970 there were 52 active nests, 
in 1971 there were 54 active nests. This year there were 83 
active nests. On April 6, fifteen nests were inspected. They 
contained a total of 69 eggs. Production for the year was esti
mated to be 330 young. Two Canada goose nests in old heron nests 
were abandoned, presumably due to all the heron activity. 

All observations of sandhill cranes were made on, or ad
jacent to, Ninepipe this year. Two cranes were observed on the 
area April 6. Observations of two birds were made in the general 
area throughout the remainder of the summer. Seven cranes were 
observed on September 8 and 28. 

Upland Game Birds 

Ring-necked pheasant population was down. Counts on ad
jacent State managed lands indicated a 50% reduction from last 
year. Pheasant habitat on both Ninepipe and Pablo is quite 
limited. Populations fluctuate depending on activities on ad
jacent State and private lands such as hunting, crop harvest, etc. 
Montana Fish and Game released 300 female and 60 male pheasants 
adjacent to the Refuge in February and another 300 birds in 
September. 



A tmi d«er ob««rvation» war# aade along the 
ecmth part of Nineplpe and on State land Imeedlaiely north of 
the Befnge* 

Fur *nlw>l». Pfwl>K»r». Bod«nt8. and &&£ Humii 

Huekrat populatlone continue low. There wae no trapping 
on either Kinepipe or Bahlo thie year. 

Coyote# were obeerved on Minepipe during the spring. At 
least one den ens present on Stat# land Just north of Hinepipo. 

Butau SuHjOt. SsdiM Samst ua ifa«pi— 

harsh haeks were ooonon throughout the year. Red-tail hawks, 
rough-legged hawks and dwansons hawks ware frequently observed 
on Rablp. One osprey was sighted on Septenber 8. 

Ho golden eagles were seen on either area this year. Bald 
eagles increased both in nuabere and days of observation over 
last year. A sunsary of bald eagle observations is as followe» 

M& &&& 
January 3 2 
January 21 2 
Hareh 2 1 
Hovesber 14 
Hovenber 28 7 
PsooBber 5 8 

2 4 
4 2 3 
7 1 

A pair of great homed owls nested on, and one pair adjacent 
to, Pablo. Two young were produced in each nest. 

Other Birds 

Ho unusual observations. 

tm 

Base fishing through the ice on Ninepipe use very good in 
•January and February. As aany as 100 fiehemen could be counted 
during met days. Fishing success was excellent and aany Halts 
of base were taken. Several in the 5 pound class. 

trout fishing on IhUo wae fair during aost of the year. 



Both areas were posted "Closed to Trespass" by the Confeder
ated Sdlish and Kootenai Tribes, who own the land on which the 
reservoirs are built. When we protested through B.I.a. that we 
hao authority to administer "refuge programs" on the areas in
cluding public use, the signs were taken down. They were later 
replaced with signs stating fishing was prohibited without tribal 
permit. We again pointed out that a fishing plan was a part of 
our Refuge program. The second set of signs were removed. There 
are still many unanswered questions as to what the Bureau's ease
ment really contains. 

H, Reptiles and Amphibians 

Fainted turtles occur on Ninepipe in large numbers. 

I. Disease 

Nothing to report. 

III. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT aND MAINTENANCE 

a. Physical Development 

1. Ninepipe and Pablo 

No major rehabilitation projects were initiated this year. 
Minor repairs included posting to conform with fishing and hunting 
regulations, maintaining the fences and the small picnic area. 

B. Plantings 

None. 

C. ^llections and Receipts 

Grazing fees collected by B.I.H. 

D. Control of Vegetation 

Spot spraying was done on Canadian thistle at Ninepipe and 

Pablo. Approximately 20 acres total wis sprayeo. a mixture of 
2 4-D amine at the rate of 2 pounds acid equivilent per acre. 
Results appeared to be about 70^ kill, A small patch of dalmatlon 
toadflax was found at Pablo. This was also sprayed with similar 
results, (See map for location.) 
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BB iXoadflajc Spraying 

July 17, 1972 9 acres 

UNITED STATES OEPAPTUENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE StfiVICc 

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

G E N E R A L  M A P  

PABLO 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

L A K E  C O U N T Y  

MONTANA 
SCALE 

T  ̂ ' MILT 

WASHINGTON,D C., JANUARY 1936 
REVISED APRIL 1963 

REFUGE BOUNDARY 
FENCE LINES 
PRIMARY ROADS 
SECONDARY ROADS 
TRAILS 
CANALS A DITCHES 
ENTRANCE 
FISHING AREA 
BOUNDARY 

PABLO 

S6 PAB II 



Komi* 

yirfg 

Hoiw* 

iv* mscmu miAGmm 

toalae 

Qr*zin& on both aro&o lo oonoidorod oodor&to* Potrlod of 
u«o Is bfltwosn Kay 15 and S t̂snhor 15* Foes aro ooUsctsd by 
B*X«A» for 100 AUK«s at Hinopipo, and 400 AtftU at Pkblo. at 
$1 per AUK. 

hone* 

j&j&okft 

hone* 

V* F3E1LD IfmSSTIOATK® OS AlfUSO ffiSSSAECK 

In cooperation with Montana Fish and Owes 54 Canada gesso 
nero banded at Hinsplpo on June 22* the ago-se* composition of 
the banding susl 

*a«y 

Mil# 24 4 - 28 
Female  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂

Frô season mallard banding Has sanded out at Fablo* the 
foota for Western Kdntana Has 1,000 birds* We were able to band 
443* 

Age-sex corapoeition of BaUards bailed east 

Habtching tsar After Hatching tear 

Male 69 175 - 244 
Female  ̂ w M 

~7~ 



Two wood ducks were captured and banded during the mallard 
banding operation. Both birds were hatching year birds, one 
male, one female. The hundreds of pintail captured during the 
operation were released unhanded. 
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V , U 
1 , 1  „  N A T I O N A L  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E  S Y S T E M  '  

PUBLIC USE REPORT 

VISITS BY MONTH 
NINEPI PE • 

- 3 5 1 2 - 0  1-NNP 

ACT IVITY NAME J AN-72 FEB-72 MAR—72 APR-72 MAY-72 JUN-72 JUL-72 AUG-72 SEP-72 OCT-72 NOV-72 qec-72 
12 MONTH 

TOTAL 

CUCAT ION — , - ' . 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
.. . A . • i J 

14 80 22 o 12 5 

ECREATION-WILDLIFR. WILDLANOS 
\ 

' - FISHING ' > • • • 
WARMWATER 

, COLD WATER 
IW.I LOL1 F £ OBSERVATION , ' 

AUTO 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

87 
10 

A 00 

17 5 

97 

170 

3^0  
20 

300 
• 3 

360 
200 

IOC 
20 

390 
210 

175 
3 

600 
100 

'800 
2 50 

20 

30 0 
75 

200 
4 

100 
2 

20 
1 

10 

3  • >  2  4  
86 5 

12 70 
3  J  

£ GREATI|N N3N-WILDLIFE 

PICNICKING 20 10 120 140 200 200 690 

TOTAL EDUCATION 
TOTAL HUNTING 
TOTAL FISHING 
TOTAL OTHER W/W RECREATION 

97 400 

1 75 

97 

170 

14 
410 

303 

3  0 
560 

120 

22 
600 

173 
700 1050 

20 
375 
204 

9 

102 21 10 

125  
2164 
2 12 5 
1303  

OTAL WILDLIFE ORIENTED, _ F, , 97 . 5 75 '26 7 727 760 800 700 10 70 579 111 21 10 571  7 

OTAL NON-WILDLIFE OR IE NIT ED, i %  
' * • 

20 10 120 140 200 2 00 690 

OTAL PUBLIC USE 9 7 575 287 73 7 880 940 9 00 1270 579 111 21 10 64  0  7  

NO. VI SITS TO REFUGE 97 575 260 737 760 950 800 1200 575 111 20 10 509 5 



nin ep iph 
0 i - 3 5 1 ? - 0 1 - N N P  

ACTIVriY NAMF: 

P-TUCATION • . 

; r  N  V  I  ? N M  z N  T A L  c D U C  A T  1 0  N  

C ' -  c  A T I  O N -  W I L  O L  I  F  F -  W I L D  L A N D S  

'  -  • r ; I  S H I N D ,  

C ('J L D n' A T c ?• 
, ,.>t ldl !r:: obssft.vation , • 

•vjt ' 
P N  J T G D R A P H Y  

• N  N O N - W I L  D L  I  c C  

P I  c i v i c  f ; i  N G  

o 
N A T I O N A L  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E  S Y S T E M  '  

P U B L I C  U S E  R E P O R T  

A C T  H R S  B Y  M O N T H  

J A N - 7 2  F E B - 7 2  M A R - 7 2  A P R - 7 2  M A Y - 7 2  J U N - 7 2  J U L - 7 2  A U G - 7 2  S E P - 7 2  n C T - 7 2  0 0 7 - 7 2  D E C - 7 2  

3 4 - 3  2 4  0 0  
5  ,  

1 7 5  

53: 

1 7 0  

20 

2 3  

3  0 0  
• 6 

lo 

2 4  0  

1 0 0  
4 0  

120 

5 5  

u V o  1 0 3 0  1 1 7 0  2 4 0 0  3 2 0 0  
4 0  2 0 0  4 2 0  3 0 0  7 5 0  

1 7 5  
6 

1 4 0  200 

20 

2 00 

600  
1 5 0  

200 
20 

100 
8 

20 
4  

J 

1 2  M O N T H  
T O  T i l  

3  3  2  

1  2 0 5  0  

1 2 6 5  
84 

6  90  

T O T A L  E D U C A T I O N  2 8  2 4 0  
T O T A L  H U N T I N G  3 5 3  2 4 0 0  5 3 2  1 2 1 0  1 2 8 0  
TOTAL FISHING 
T O T A L  O T H E R  W / W  k t C P . E A T  I G N  1 7 5  1 7 0  3 0 6  1 4 0  

T O T A L  W I L D L I F E  O K I  j - N T E D .  .  f j  .  3 5 3  2 5 7 5  7 5 2  1 5 4 4  1 6 6 0  
1 

T O T A L  H C N ' - W I L D L  I r E  O R I E N T E D , . ^  ,  2 0  1 0  1 2 0  

T O T A L  P U B L I C  U S E  3 3 3  2 5 7 5  7 7 2  1 5 5 4  1 7 8 0  

N O .  V I S I T S  T o  R L F U G 6  '  9 7  5 7 5  2 6 0  7 3 7  7 6 0  

5 5  
1 5 9 0  

2 7 0 0  
1 3 1  

1 3 2 6  2 7 0 0  

1 4 0  2 0 0  

1 9 6 6  2 9 0 0  

9 5 0  8 0 0  

3 9 5 0  
20 

3 9 7 0  

2 00 

4 1  7 0  

12 00 

7 5 0  
2 2 0  

9 7 0  

1 0 3  

1 1 7  

9 7 0  1 1 7  

5 7 5  1 1 1  

2 4  

2 4  

2 4  

20 

5  

10 

I .•> /R. 
7 4 1 5  
7 4  0 0  
1  3 4 9  

6 9 0  

1 7 1 3  6  

6 0  9  5  
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NINEPIPE 

O i - 3 5 1 2 - 0 1 - N N P  .  

SPEC I ES .NAME 

S P E C I  A L  K E C C G N I T I  O N  
8 IKDS 

. ,, , .AMERICAN COOT 

•' WATERFOWL MAINTENANCE 

O 
N A T I O N A L  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E  S Y S T E M  

A V E R A G E  M O N T H L Y  W A T E R F O W L  P O P U L A T I O N S  

J A N  7 2  F E B  7 2  M A R  7 2  A P R  7 2  M A Y  7 2  J U N  7 2  J U L  7 2  A U G  7 2  S E P  7 2  O C T  7 2  N O V  7 2  D E C  7 2  

,. 0 10 1 7 4 3  
\ 

1423 iso 1 4 0 0  7 0 0 0  10162 6750 

WHISTLING SWAN 0 0 45 3 1 1 0 0 C - 2 4 0 

G it: S E 
LESSER SNOW GOOSE 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 0 8 0 0 O 

I w.i H  E-FLONTEO GOOSE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 r, 

CANADA <500SE 255 172 155 123 205 285 580 1000 1326 146 7 106 2 23 

C UC K 5 | COMMON MERGANSER' 0 1 42 14 2 1 0 0 174 470 2 3 0 
' 3  i  HOODED MERGANSER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 39 0 C 

MALLARD 11175 189 3814 2131 438 300 240 2700 5536 7497 37 0  7 650C 
GAD WALL 0 0- 0 0 2 10 0 0 10 20 97 0 

•i AMERICAN WIDGEON , 1 0 6984 5207 239 30 20 500 3815 6107 990 0.  
G R F E N  WINGED TEAL F. 18 0 , 0 14 14 2 10 0 30 385 0 r i  

H L U c  WINGED TEAL 0 0  0 3 24 50 a 50 30 115 0 0 
SHOVELER 0 0 13 156 67 30 0 0 15 37 0 0 
P INTA I L • •. • I' 0 29 14 2042 144 60 470 500 2405 1786 130 0 
woeD DUCK 0 0 0 0 3 15 30 20 10 5 0 0 
R E D  HEAD 0 0 50 107 60 75 100 320 1230 802 o  0  

' 1  
C A M V A  S8ACK 0 0 109 232 20 0 0 0 15 15 0 0  
LESSER SCAUP 0 0 90 276 107 40 100 100 321 204 100 c 

1  R I N G -NECKED DUCK 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 5 0 0 0 1 
COMMON GOLOENEYE 0 0 116 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 

i  BUFFLEHEAD 0 0 1 20 11 5 0 0 0 8 50 Q 
i R U U U Y  D U C K  1 0 • 0 33 50 20 0 0 78 67 0 Q 

' T O T A L  SWANS 0 0 45 3 1 1 0 0 0 2 4 0 
TOTAL G E E  SFC 255 172 155 124 205 286 580 1000 1334 1468 1063 2 3 
T  C I  A L  D U C K S  1 U 96 190 14133 10235 1183 638 936 4190 13729 17557 7116 65 CO 

ITUTAL WATERFOWL 11451 36 2 14333 10362 1389 925 1566 5190 15063 19027 8183 6 52 3 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
,g ipgs 

u  i I  C  A N  C O O T  

' A T K F CJ V." M u I N T E N A N C E 
S  •  s  s  

1 • •• • • AH I STL TNG SWAN 

g he s c 
lii S TEP SNOW GOOSE 
SHITK-FROVT ED GOOSE 
CAN.'n.', GOOSE 

cucks 
c OWON ocRGANSES 
hooded merganser 
mal i. ak0 
oa •; wa ll 
AMCP J CAN WIDGEON 
G Hc E N  W I N G E D  T E A L  
B L U E  W I N G E D  T E A L  

•SMI'-V LL l:R 
u:  I  A:  < I L 
v.noo DOCK 
KL D  HEAD 
C A N V A s '3 A C K 
LIS SLR SCAUP 
HI NT- NECKED DOCK 
CHMMLN GGLDENSYE 
luffleheao 
H ODD V DUCK 

T O T A L  S W A N S  
T O T A L  G e e  S E  
T O T A L  D U C K S  

O. J 
•# 

N A T I O N A L  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E .  S Y S T E M  
i 

P E A K  M O N T H L Y  W A T E R F O W L  P O P U L A T I O N S  

J A N  7  2  F E B  7 2  M A R  7  2  A P R  7 2  M A Y  7  2  J  U N  7 2  J U L  7 2  A U G  7  2  S E P  7  2  O C T  7  2  N O V  7 2  

, ,  0  ' 0  2 0  3 1 3  0  
\ 

3  1 6 0  2  3 1  2  0 0 0  3  0 0 0  1 0  Z O O  1 0  0 0 0  

0  0  2 0 0  7  7  2  r ,  Q 0  4  

0  0  0  2  J .  0  0  1  5  • 0  0  
0  0  0  0  0  0  0  (I 0  I I  

2 9 3  3  0  0  1 6 4  1 4  7  2 3  7  2 9 0  6 0  0  4 1 0 0  i  5  2  3  I  5  2  8  1 !. Is-

0  2  5  4  3 0  5  I  0  0  3  4  8  5  9  2  
0  0  0  0  0  0  '  0  0  1 0  6 0  o 

1 2 2  5 0  3 7 7  4  5  9  7  4  5 9  7  .  5  6 0  3 C 3  5 0 0  "  4  0 0 0  6  3  2  5  1 0  7 4  5  e  J  C  5  A f  3 0  6  2 0  Q 0  1 0  3 0  
i .  0  I  3  3  0 6  13 BOO 6 4  0  5  3  2 0  2 0  0 0  4 1  6 3  6  7  9  
2 5 0  0  2  3  2 2  2  I  0  0  6  0  y i o 

0  0  0  1 0  4  4  5 0  1 0  9 0  5  D  c. L 0 0  
0  0  2 5  3 0 0 ,  1 3 6  3 5  0  0  2 • I 6 5 

0  5 0  2  7  5 0 2 7  2 3 0  7  0  4  7  0  2  0 0 0  •••.coo ] •'-• • •• 
o  c  0  r ;  ,3 2  i  4 0  2  5  1 0  1 6 
0  0  1 0 0  1  7  0  7 0  8  £  J .  5  0  8  0  0  1 5  5 0  I  - 0 0  0  
0  0  2  1 7  4 2  0  6  0  0  0  0  2 0  2 0  • J  
0  0  I  7 0  3 7 0  2 9 0  7 2  1 0  0  -> 0 0 3  w  2  3 0  9  
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