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UNITED.STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH ANO WILDLIFE SERVICE 

MASON NECK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
14416 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 20A 

Woodbr i dge, Virgin i a 22191 

Dear Volunteers: 

May 14, 1990 

It's that time of the year again; time for our annual great 
blue heronry nest inventory. The refuge's great blue heronry 
has increased in size for the last 11 years and we hope this 
year won't be a~y different. 

Nest Search '90 is scheduled for Saturday, June 9, 8:00 a.m. 
If you would like to participate please contact our off ice 
by Thursday, June 7, to sign up. our telephone number is 
690-1297, you can leave a message if calling after refuge 
business hours. Volunteers will meet at our maintenance 
compound at the end of High Point Road for orientation and 
instruction. We will walk to the heronry from there. 

I have enclosed a survey sheet for your use during the nest 
search and a map of the area searched last year. I have also 
enclosed last year's data. 

If you have any questions or need directions to the refuge, 
please feel free to call us. We look forward to working with 
you and having a safe survey. 

Sincerely, 

/~c~::-
Refuge Manager @ 

Enclosures 

cc: Mason Neck State Park 



VOLUNTEER PROJECT Great Blue Heronry Nest Inventory 

Developed: 5/90 

No. people required: _.l.Q_ Circle one: ·qroup individual 

Time commitment: 

Physical Demands: 

Desired Background: 

Late spring 
June weekend 

Frequency: Annual 
Hours per session: 

either 

4-5 hours 

Must be able to hike 1.5 - 3 miles over rough 
terrain in all kinds of weather conditions. 
with 

Must be able to identify herons. egrets. and 
other wading birds and distinguish between the 
various age classes. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (What, where, how, why - objectives, etc.) 

Objective: To monitor the established great blue heronry at Mason 
Neck NWR. A systematic search of the heronry and surrounding land 
will help the refuge determine the population status of great blue 
herons and will assist in managing this habitat. As new nesting 
areas are discovered, they will be added to this yearly inventory. 

~: Record all great blue heron nests or other colonial nesting 
birds found during the search. 

Where: Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge on south side tributaries 
of High Point Creek. Volunteers will meet at the maintenance shop 
compound. 

HQH: The present heronry area is broken into four sectors. A group of 
volunteers will survey one sector and record the number of nests, number 
of adults and young, number of dead young, tree species, and number of 
nests in tree within each sector. Each group will stretch out in equal 
spacings within their sector and record the above information as they 
walk. One person will collect data sheets from the group and forward 
them to refuge staff. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
MATERIALS (include supplies, tools, quantity, safety qear, etc.) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
To be supplied by refuge: 

survey sheets, clipboards, maps 
of areas, access to areas. 

To be supplied by volunteer: 

Binoculars, appropriate clothing 
for hot weather and dirty, rough 
terrain, i.e., white rain, pens 
or pencils, clipboard (if 
available), field guides, bug 
spray. 
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