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I. Highlights 
 
(G1) First ever species sighted on the refuge include a brown creeper and a yellow-breasted 

chat.  Other unusual species included: river otter, lazuli bunting, and pine sisken.  Fall 
birds have also been sighted; loggerhead shrike, lark sparrows, western and eastern 
kingbirds. 

 
(J3) John Hamill, RO CO Supervisor visited the refuge and participated in banding neotropical 

birds.  He also discussed with the staff thoughts on type of person needed to fill project 
leader position.  

 
II. Weather 

 
August was slightly dryer than normal with 1.08 inches of precipitation.  Temperatures 
were normal with an extreme high of 87 degrees Fahrenheit, an extreme low of 29 degrees 
Fahrenheit and a mean of 58.9 degrees Fahrenheit.  The river continued to drop, with all 
irrigation ditches closed but the Midland and Hubbard #2.  Wetlands are slowly drying up 
with several completely dry. 
 

III. Activities and Accomplishments 
 
(E1) All of our temporary staff completed their tours of duty this month.  Kevin Aldrich 

LDOD was August 4, Dan Varney, Trek Cronk, Skip Heitman and Virginia Heitman 
LDOD was August 14 and Chris Vogel LDOD was August 21.   

 
(J3) Belbeisi attended a Maintenance Workshop in Scotts Bluff, NE 
 
(J3) Lanier traveled to Gunnison, CO to attend the Colorado Partners for Fish & Wildlife 

conference. 
 
(J3) Bilbeisi, Follett and Rizor attended a two day Retirement Workshop in Denver. 
 
(J3) Patten traveled to the RO in Denver, to meet with several people concerning water 

management agreements, OMP cooperative agreement and Pathfinder records. 
 
(H17) Patten and Lanier requalified with fire arms under the instruction of Jerry Olmstead 
 
(PA) Patten, Rizor and Bilbeisi traveled to Pathfinder NWR to field inspect Sweetwater, Goose 

Bay and Deweese Creek units. 
 
 



(HT) Patten and Lanier traveled to Laramie, WY to meet with Art Anderson and Cliff Denshire, 
NRCS to review water management needs at Mortenson Lake NWR.  They also met with 
Don Bath, private landowner to discuss possible wetland protection programs on his land. 
 

(E7) Lanier inspected two potential Partners Projects in Grand County. 
 
(H8) Archery Antelope season opened mid month, use of the refuge has been minimal. 
 
(I11) Ken Kehmeier, CDOW Fisheries Biologist conducted a baseline fish survey on the Illinois 

River.  
 
(I16) The last three MAPS stations were ran with 44, 48 and 69 birds caught and banded. 
 
(I3) The second round of brood counts were conducted with totals near last years figure. 
 
(E6) Dan Varney and Trek Cronk chaired the monthly safety meeting.  Demonstrations were 

given on proper use and safety of operating a riding lawn mower and jump starting 
batteries in vehicles. 

 
IV Public Relations 
 

OPM - Patten (1) 
 

NPHPP - Lanier (1) 
 
 Submitted by      /s/ Pam Rizor        
 Wildlife Biologist  


